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THE  BAKER DOZEN 

A  hliitory  of  the  Mott  family  from  the  year  1809,  through  1960,  with  special  refer¬ 
ence  to  life  on  a  farm  in  Jefferson  Township,  Mahaska  County,  Iowa,  beginning  about 
1660. 
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This  is  a  story  of  the  Georg©  Keeler  and  the  Aaron  Mott  families  from  the 
birth  of  George '^Keeler  Mott,  in  the  state  of  Vermont  in  the  year  1809,  down  to 
the  year  1960. 

It  is  a  story  of  pioneers  moving  westward  from  the  state  of  Vermont  into  the 
new  state  of  Ohio,  carved  from  the  Northwest  Territory  after  the  American  Revolu¬ 
tion.  The  next  generation  moved  from  Ohio  to  the  new  state  of  Iowa,  traveling 
with  a  team  of  horses  and  covered  wagon,  progressing  little  more  than  fifteen 
miles  per  day. 

It  is  a  story  of  life  on  the  farm  in  Jefferson  Township,  Mahaska  County, 
Iowa,  from  the  early  1880°s  to  the  death  of  Aaron  Mott  in  1925. 

It  also  shows  how  families  of  the  present  day  are  scattered  throughout 
the  entire  United  States.  During  theUife  of  the  author  the  following  names 
have  been  joined  to  the  name  of  Mott  through  marriages  Elder,  Stroud,  Martin, 
Harding,  Thomas,  Pike,  NewJtt,  Zigler,  Kraft,  McCormack,  Wills,  Durrant,  and 
Greguson. 

The  story  shows  how  individual  families  were  effected  by  the  Civil  War,' 

World  War  I  and  World  War  II. 

The  author  shows  how  a  farm  family  of  one  or  two  generations  ago  produced 
and  processed  most  of  its  own  food,  while  working  with  little  capital  and  simple 
machines.  Such  a  family  produced  only  a  little  more  food  than  it  consumed,  hence 
there  were  many  farmers.  Today  farms  have  become  much  larger.  Farm  machines 
have  beccme  much  more  complicated  and  many,  many  times  as  expensive.  The  farm 
family  now  produces  so  much  more  than  it  consumes  that  many  persons  have  been 
driven  from  the  farms  to  find  a  livelihood  in  towns  and  cities. 
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Aaron  Coleman  Mott 


Father  of  the  BaJcer*s  Dozen 


MAP 

Jefferson  Township,  Mahaska  County,  Iowa, 

This  map  was  drawn  in  the  year  1913.  It  shows  the  location  of  the  120  acre 
farm  heart ng  the  name  of  A,  C.  Mott.  This  'faun  was  in  my  father’s  possession 
from  1079  until  his  death  in  1926,  The  estate  was  sold  by  the  administrator  in 
1928. 

Thirteen  children  grew  up  on  this  farm.  All,  but  one,  were  bom  in  the 
house  on  this  farm. 

Land  Just  north  of  us  was  owned  by  the  ThonM.8  Drug  Ccmpany.  Just  north 
of  that  land  was  the  coal  mining  camp.  White  City.  The  niap  shows  the  location 
of  the  Northwestern  Railroad,  which  crossed  the  township  in  two  places.  There 
was  a  railroad  Y  at  Laconta,  about  four  miles  east  of  our  farm.  The  mining 
towns  of  Cricket  and  Buxton  are  shown. 

The  Jefferson  School  is  shown  to  the  south  of  our  place.  We  attended  school 
a  few  times  at  the  Pairview  school,  north  of  White  City,  School  No,  4,  known  as 
the  Brock  school  was  where  I  had  my  first  experience  as  a  country  school  teacher, 

I  taught  the  next  year  at  the  Center  school,  near  the  center  of  the  township. 

The  map  shows  the  R.  P.  D.  Route  No,  2  coming  into  the  township  from  Bddy- 
ville.  Just  east  of  the  Pairview  school,  going  south  past  our  farm.  It  con¬ 
tinued  on  south  and  west  to  the  church,  known  as  the  Bethel  Church,  thence  east 
back  towards  Eddyville.  Before  the  establishment  of  this  route,  in  1903L*  we 
had  to  go  to  the  local  postoffice  for  our  mail.  This  postoffice,  called  the 
Eveland  Postoffice,  was  first  located  at  the  corner  one  half  mile  west  of  the 
Jefferson  school.  Later  it  was  moved  about  one  mile  farther  south  to  the 
store  of  John  Moore. 

The  coal  camp  of  Greenridge  is  not  shown  on  this  map  but  the  Greenridgo 
mine  took  coal  from  land  Just  a  short  distance  southeast  of  our  south  farm  corner. 

Many  of  the  land  owners’  names  shown  on  this  map  are  remembered  by  our  family. 
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gAAlILY  HISTORY 


My  children,  you  ha'S'e  a  heritage  of  which  you  need  not  be  ashamed.  The  name 
of  Mott  can  be  traced  back  to  the  time  of  the  invasion  of  England  by  William  the 
Conqueroro  The  Mott  tribe  was  in  the  American  colonies  long  before  the  American 
Revoluxiono  During  the  Revolution  there  were  a  number  of  army  officers  in  the 
Colonial  forces  who  wore  the  name  of  Mott. 

A  number  of  authorities  mention  the  fact  that  in  early  times  the  name  was 
often  spelled  Motto.  On  page  130  Of  the  Barnes  American  History*  which  I  studied 
in  the  country  school*  I  find  this  statement*  ’^Another  story  illustrative  of  the 
patriotism  of  the  southern  women  Is  told  of  Mrs.  Mott©„  The  British  had  taken 
possession  of  her  house*  fortified  and  garrisoned  it..  On  Colonel  Lee'^s  advance, 
she  furnished  him  a  bow  and  arrows*  by  means  of  which  he  threw  fire  upon  the 
shingled  roof 9  The  mansion  was  soon  in  flames*  and  the  occupants*  to  save  their 
lives*  surrendered.*^ 

Since  revolutioimry  days  there  have  been  many  Motts  who  have  distinguished 
thonselves  as  authors*  lawyers*  social  workers*  soldiers*  farmers  and  businessmen 

The  name  of  Coleman  has  been  prominent  in  American  history.  The  same  is 
true  of  the  name  of  Crabtree^  Although  the  name  of  Plum  is  not  so  prominent* 
your  great  grandfather*  Abraham  Plum*  born  in  Virginia  in  1812*  became  one  of 
the  sturdy  pioneers  in  the  settlanent  of  Iowa. 

On  your  mothar'^a  side  you  should  be  proud  of  the  Gregusons  and  the  Andersons 
who  had  nerve  enough  to  leave  their  hemes  in  Norway  and  cross  the  sea  in  order  to 
make  a  home  on  the  virgin  soil  in  Northwest  lowSo 

I  very  much  regret  I  did  not  begin  to  collect  facts  for  this  story  thirty  or 
forty  years  ago*  while  my  father  was  still  livingo  He  used  to  tell  me  his  grand¬ 
father  was  a  soldier  in  the  American  RevolutioBo  If  I  had  thought  of  the  value 
of  family  history  then*  I  would  have  learned  the  name  of  my  great  grandfather* 
and  many  other  facts  father  would  have  been  glad  to  give  mOo 

The  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  Lineage  Book*  Volume  80*  page  140* 
gives  the  following  informatioias  *^John  Mott  was  born  in  Prance.  In  1018  he  was 
placed  on  the  pension  list  in  Rutland  County*  Vermont*  because  of  his  services 
with  Vermont  troops  In  the  American  Revolution  as  Sergeant*  Lieutenant*  and 
Captain.  He  died  at  Mount  Vsmon*  Ohio*  in  1831. 

The  State  Historical  Building*  Des  Moines*  Iowa  has  the  enlistment  paper  my 
grandfather*  George  Mott*  signed  when  he  became  a  member  of  Company  B„  SVth. 
Regiment*  Iowa  Infantry  Volunteers  at  Oskaloosa*  Iowa*  in  1862.  This  enlistment 
paper  gives  grandfather^s  place  of  birth  as  Rutland  County*  Vermont.  His  age  is 
given  as  fifty-three .  This  means  he  was  born  the  same  year  as  Abraham  Lincoln 
and  Cyrus  McCormack*  in  1809 o 

Due  to  the  fact  that  George  K„  was  born  in  Rutland  County*  Vermont,  at  the 
time  that  Captain  John  Mott  was  living  in  that  county*  and  both  Captain  Mott  and 
George  K„  migrated  to  Knox  County*  Ohio*  where  my  father  was  born  in  1847*  It 
seems  highly  probable  that  Capxain  John  Mott  was  my  great  grandfather*  or  at 
least  a  close  relative.  So  far*  I  have  been  unable  to  prove  the  captain  was  any 
relation  to  us. 

Prom  information  father  gave  me*  and  from  other  sources*  I  learned  George  K. 


1 


U  Mim 

MDAc  exit  etf  toa  b«#n  not  lo  a  ^rad  vox  ^n^bllAo  xM 

edt  maUXif  baaXgna  aolaarat  adt  lo  atui^  od^  oS  aload  haoartt  ad  aaa\^7oil  \o 
am:jj.zt>(ai  adt  a^rolad  ^acl  uoiaoioo^OBoLtmmk  adt  al  aa«  adiit  adf  .ioiat/paaO 
adt  al  a^eoitlo  xnria  xadoao  a  eiaa  e'xadl  aot^i/XovaA  edr  ^alivQ  .aottuLov^ft 

»ttoU  to  ainan  ed^  aioa  od«  aao7ot  ialdoIoO 


9M9  MBS  adt  eatnld  xl*iae  al  ;radt  ^oat  adt  oclX'naai  eeiri’Tod^ua  to  *x»dm/tt  A 
5aifti;#a  I  doldw  ,x^ot9iB  asoiZBrnk  aetneS  ed»  to  ajfaq  aO  lattoM^^Xiaqi  aartc> 
add  to  oritBi^avXli  x*ot«  laddocA®*  <tfleaiatata  aldd  haJtt  I  .loodos  x5“*auoo  adx  al^ 

,  aadat  bad  daitHfl  ad®  "".addoM  .a^il  to  bXod  at  danx)w  rrtadduoa  add  ^ 'aJAidolidaJI 
,aaiiav&a  •^aa*i  XaooXoO  aO  .dl  baooeiiiaB  *baa  imititiot  ^aauod  lad  to  aotaeaaao^ 
adx  soqxi  adit  vaodd  ad  datdw  to  aaaafii  yd  ,c«oTia  bas  wod  a  mid  badaixmot  ada 
tiadd  aTxm  od  ,«dflaqx/ooo  add  bcra  ,baffialt  ai  aooa  aav  ooiaaaa  ad®  «toot  ^9l^Jltdt 

.  V'  .j'  .,  •’.fcaiabaai'uia  ,w»\fjtl 


badaiiigaidBXb  arad  odv  addoM  yoam  aaad  arad  aiadd  ayab  yiaboidx/Xovav  aoaiB 

. aaatoaaa iaxid  ban  aiacnat  .artaibloa  ^ata^ioa  Xaiooa  tanayaal  «B*iQddi/a  aa. ^oviaidiadd 

^ 

ai  a<naa  ad®  .  yio  da  id  aaoiiaoi  ai  daaaimo^  naad  aad  a^caaloO  to  ed®  . 
4diiaaic907q  oa  doa  ai  to  amu  add  d^ix^ddlA  «aa*td(iartO  to  aiisaa  add  to  avnt 

to  aflo  amaoad  «SX6I  oi  alaJts'XiV  at  cnoo  .ouit  {oadaidA  tiaddatboan^  Siiexs  Ti/oy 

t  ..aaol  to  Ja&caaitf&m  add  ai  a'laaoolq  /bivth  add 

MMI  4 


.aaoarxaboA  add  boa  aroax/aaiO  add  to  bi/oiq  ad  blooda  ooy  abia  a^iaddom  ti/oy  oO 
od  i»hno  ai  aaa  add  aao^  baa  yaaaoM  oi  aainod  liadd  afaaX  od  d^o’ja  anaa  bad  odw 

“  .aaot  daaaddioM  al  Xloa  nidlif  ad?  co  amad  a  aiaa 

to  ydixdd  yioda  aidd  -xot  edoat  doaXXoo  of  al^i^  don  bib  I  dea^ei  xbotn  ^ 
-baang  aid  am  XXad  od  taao  aH  .gaiviX  Xlida  aaw  ym  aXida'^^oga  aiaay  yd^ot 

aoXa?  add  to  ddgi/oiMibad  I  tl  .AoidoXovaB  xsaoiaacol  add  ai  leibXoa  a  &a«  laddat 
^lad/atbaang  dasig  ym  to  aaaa  add  baffiaeX  avad  bluow  I  ,aadd  yiod«id  yXttnat  to 

«at&  avig  od  balg  aaad  arad  bX*/ov  tadtat  adoat  taddo  ^aaco  baa 


agaq  ^06  aon/XoV'^.iiood  agaaoid  aoidoXoTeHytaaoiaaiai  add  to,  a^ddgaaQ  ^dT 
aaw  ad  ftX8X  bX  .eoaait  al- oTod  aaw  ddoM  adoX»**  *aci*£ijnotai^saiwcxiot  adt  aavig 
aa^irraa  aid  to  eaaaoad  .d^maV  .ydaooO  baAltaH  at  daiX  aoiaaaq  add  no  ba^vaJCt^ 
baa  ^tamieSfjet'X  aa^^AoidiilovaH  aaotiaoiA  add  ai  aqoDtd  daoaixaV 'ddiw 

^  **«X^1  iii  fOidO  4ttOis?aV  dai/oM  dafbaib  aB  .aiadqaO 

•'  .  ’*  ■  .': 

ym  loqaq  dnaoidtiiaa  add  ^ad  4»woX  ««aaicM  oaCl  «gaiMijufi  laoizodaXH  adadd  adf  ' 
«ddV€  yoaqinoO  to  laclaaiD  a  ocaaoad  ad  jadw  baogia  4d?oll**,S  ag-iK^aO  .ledTatboaig 
doaodailiia  aid®  .SddX  ai  «a«oX  ,aaooXaddO  da  ataadoj/Xo?  yidoatal  awul  ^daeaigall 
at  oga  at^.v,'?^  daomaf  .ydoxiod  bxiaXdufl  eua  rtdtJtd  to  aoaJiq  a^^^addatbaaig  aawig  laqaq’ 
BiooaM  iNi^tdA^aa  laay'araaa  add  diod  aaw  ad  ^naam  aid®  .aaidd-ydttt  ^a  oawig 
>  *  '  ■  ;  .%06I  at  .jioannoOoM  ainyO  baa 

.i,  ‘.  .  .  o  U.  ^ 

ad?  da  i^daoona?  *ydflao0  baaituK  at  o^odj,&*w^  <,X  rtjgioaOJdatfd  doat  add  od  ai/d 
biia  ddoB  aAadqa^  ddod  tea  ^yim/oo  dadd  at  ga^viX  aaw  d>\3ll  jodo^  aiadqaO  dad?  aaiid 
dl  ifWJl.ai  oioct  aa»  laddat  ym  <nadw  «oxxiO  ^ydaaoO  yonXI  od  ,I  «gtaa& 

da  10  nidddatf^aig  daotg&ym  aat»  dtotf  ado%  aiadqaO  dadd  aidadoiq  yXdgtd  emaat 
yaa  saw  atadqao  art?  aroiq  od  aXdaoa  oaad  eiad  X  ^lai  o8  «aTiiaXai  aaoXo  a  daaaX 

^au  od  ooidaXai 


•  ^  aaioaO  beaiMBl  I  ^aaoumoa  i»ddo  most  boa  *eai  avas  ?addat  ooidaonotal  cDOTtl 


Mott  married  Mary  Coleman  from  the  state  of  Connecticut »  George  K.  was  about 
five  feetj  eight  inches  in  height »  He  normally  weighed  about  one  hundred  and 
sirty„  Mary  Colanan  was  a  tall  woman  with  large  bone  structure, 

George  had  six  children?  George  Mason »  Delilah,  Amy,  Aaron,  Sylvester  and 
John,  At  least  Amy  and  Aaron  se^ed  to  get  their  weight  and  height  from  the 
Coleman  side,  Aaron  was  six  feet  tall  and  until  middle  life  weighed  from  one 
hundred  and  seventy=five  to  one  hundred  and  eighty  pounds.  At  one  time  Amy 
weighed  three  hxmdredo  Mason  was  rather  short  but  pretty  heavy.  John  was  built 
more  like  his  father. 

In  1849,  when  father  was  two  years  old,  the  gold  rush  had  started  for 
California,  I  do  not  know  that  grandfather  ever  thought  of  going  clear  to 
California,  but  he  did  join  the  westward  movement  that  year.  He  put  his  wife  and 
his  four  or  five  children »  into  a  covered  wagon,  hitched  up  his  team  of  horses 
and  starred  to  the  new  state  of  Iowa, 

i 

I  know  very  little  about  the  trip,  but  father  told  me  it  took  about  six 
weeks,  I  have  heard  recently,  through  a  cousin  of  mine,  that  Sylvester  died  on 
the  trip,  ^he  family  buried  him  beside  the  road  between  Bddyville  and  Oskaloosa, 
They  marked  the  place  and  went  on  to  their  destination  in  Oskaloosa,  later,  they 
went  back  to  dig  up  the  body  and  bury  It  in  a  regular  cemetery.  All  trace  of  the 
grave  had  been  erased.  It  was  never  found. 

Sister,  Hazel,  found  a  very  interesting  paper  among  the  things  father  used 
to  keep  in  his  trunk.  It  Is  a  land  patent  granted  to  George  K,  Mott,  May  1,  1861, 
for  40  acres  of  land,  located  as  the  Southeast  l/4  of  the  Southeast  1/4  of  Section 
Two,  Township  74,  North,  Range  16  West,  This  paper,  issued  by  the  Federal  Land 
Office,  Fairfield,  Iowa,  is  signed  by  President  Millard  Fillmore,  It  states  George 
Ko  Mott  paid  the  full  price  for  the  forty  acres,  I  understand  the  going  price  of 
land,  purchased  from  the  Federal  government,  at  that  time,  was  one  dollar  and  one 
quarter  per  acre,  I  suppose  the  total  forty  acres  cost  grandfather  fifty  dollars. 

In  checking  the  records  of  the  Johnson  Abstract  Go.  in  Oskaloosa,  I  find  grande 
father  sold  thj.s  land  July  E,  1853,  to  Nathan  Crispin,  The  deed  was  recorded  on 
August  2  of  that  year.  In  the  year  1959,  grandfather^s  forty  was  owned  by  Daniel 
L,  and  Gwen  Davis,  It  is  located  just  north,  of  what  is  shown  on  some  of  the  older 
county  naps,  as  the  Givin  School  District,  The  Davis  farm  is  now  a  part  of  the 
Eddyville  Coamunlty  School  District, 

So  far  as  I  know,  grandfather  never  bought  any  other  Iowa  land.  Most  of  the 
time  the  family  lived  on  rented  farms.  They  moved  quite  frequently. 

Ten  years  after  reaching  Iowa  the  family  heard  rimors  of  Civil  War,  Abraham 
Lincoln  was  elected  president  in  1860  and  soon  the  war  was  on.  Troops  began  drink¬ 
ing  at  the  fair  grounds  in  Oskaloosa,  Aaron  knew  a  number  of  the  young  men  who  en¬ 
listed  and  went  away  to  fight.  Just  one  week  before  his  fifteenth  birthday,  in 
1862,  he  had  a  talk  with  his  father.  He  said  he  wanted  to  enlist.  At  that  time 
he  was  nearly  six  feet  tall,  still  rather  slender,  but  he  could  have  passed  the 
recruiting  sergeant  as  eighteen. 

He  was  quite  serious  in  his  desire  to  become  a  soldier.  Grandfather  told  him 
he  did  not  want  him  to  go,  Aaron '’s  reply  was,  ’''There  are  two  of  us  here,  I  think 
one  of  us  should  go,'’''  Grandfather  asked,  ’^Will  you  stay  with  the  family  and  help 
them  all  you  can  if  I  go'?’^  Aaron  stated  many  times  afterwards,  he  had  no  idea  that 
grandfather  had  any  intention  of  going,  so  he  replied,  ''Yes,  I  will  stay  if  you  go." 
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tew  «1  .tooltoMsucO  adf  moTt  aaaeioO  .£  StoM 

bos  bs^bm/xi  900  ivoda  bodf^law  \LLmnoa  nM  ^tdig^tad  at  madont  taat.  9^t\ 

,9ttfioirttfi  eno^  dttrn  oisiaow  ILat' s*9Am  oAmloO  x^aU 

b  "' 

haa  r9t»Bv£x&  ,aoit«A  tdalXlad  « aoaAM.agiodO  jaei&Xixid  ilIq  bad  b^iobO  ^' 

•df  flDOTl  td^Lad  Aiis  td^ilaw  ntasit  tas  ot  bBioaea  aoiak  tea  iodi  /aael  tA  ,ado\ 
aao  ootI  bad^taa  elbbio  Itiao  hna  ILaf  $9m\  xla  &jt« ‘aoiaA  .aibla  cushbIoO 
^Gii  omtt  900  tA  .abaaoq  xtdsta  baa  b&ibmtd  boo  ot  BTll^xtdefBt  baa  bBVbaad 
tlUfd  9S9  fl/icU  .x^aad  ytta^q  ti/d  ^oxla  ‘tad^ai  aa«  ncaall  »bai^m;il  oarul^  bod^lav 

j.  .  .radial  aitd  a^iltx  oioo 

_  »  ^  fc.  , .  ^ 

"TW  •  'r  -  :■  rf 

■■  f,-mk  lol  bai*xa^a  bad  datn  bXo:c)  adt  «bIo  aiaa^  o«t  saw  *radfat  nodw '<QA8i  ol  • 

ot  taBio  anio9  to  td^uodt  lara  -radtetfacuniS  tadt  wood  ton  6b  X  ai^^olxXi^  -  , 
hca  9\t9  atd  tuq  aH  .laoy  tadf  taeaatca  biamfaaa  ads  oXo^  btb  ad  turd  •alrmtHaO 

adaiod  to  aiaot  aid  qu  badottd  ,aosa^ be'^swoB  a  oral  ,aaTbXI(b  erJtt  'so'  ’toot  atd  ]P 

«MrcI  to  9 fata  wea  adt  or  bamaia  baa 

xia  tooda  doot  tl'oa  bXot  'xadfat  tud  ^qM  edt  tuoda  aXttlX  v^a?  wood  I  ^  , 

00  bait  latiarX^B  tadl^  ,aaJbD  to  alaooo  a^d^uouit  ^xttoooa'i  bitaad  of  ad  I  .^isair 
.aaooXadaO  baa  aXXiv^bS'flaawted  bao?  edt  abiaad  nXd  ba irtxid  adT  «glit  adt 

x*^t  «tataX  ^aaooXadaO  ai  aottaai^tttBb  hiadt  ot  no  taoa  baa 'bob Iq  odt  bediaa  yadT 
adt  to  Boanf  XXa  TyK^aoab  talif^Bt  a  at  ti  yrdd  boa  ybod  edr  qa  gib*'  ot  doad  taaw 

tbauot  terBa  aaw  tX  .baaara  Tiaad  bad  evata 

,  ’•■  f , ' 

baau  *i?idta^  wgaldt  edt  gaotaa  leqaq  ^ai^aeratai  yiar  a  boi/ol  «IaSisR  ,iat&i8  '  * 

,X0dI  •'X  yad  .ttoU  .1  Bg'rdo  ot  bafaarsg^  taetaq  baal  a  al  .tl  ^dmrst  aid  at  qoad  ot 
aottoB^  to  b\l  raaadtucC  adt  to  b\X  taaadtvOS  adt  aa  baraooX  ^baai  to  aa*i3a  Ob  dot 
bn^  Xadabaf  adt  yd  bat/aai  ^daqaq  atdt  ^t&aW  AX  ajEjaefl^dtaoH  ,b?  qtdanwot  «3«t 
axdoaO  aatata^tl  .aicoaXXit  bdaXXlM  taablaad^  yd^baa^lb  ai  «airol  t^Xaitiiaf  ,a6itt0\ 
to  aohxq  gatoa  adt  baatfi'xabiio  X  ^aaiDa  ytiot  lot  aoidq  XXi^  rndt'^btaq  tioU  .d 
aao  baa  •salSoh  oao  aaa  tacQlt  tadi  ta  « t/saan'iaros  Xjrxabat  edt  tfoit  beatadoddf  .baaX 
.c'taXXob  yttit  ladtattmang  tsoa  sedoa  ytrrot  Xatot  adt  aaoqqaa  I  «ai‘)8  naq  ^atiaap 


«baaT!^  bail  X  ,a«6olada0  at  .cO  teadtadl.  aoaadoi^edt^.to  abtoaai  adt  ^nidoado  al 

oo  babdoaad  aa«  boob  edT  .ffiqaidO  aadtaM  ot  (Adbl  .S  yXjV  bnaX  aidt  bioa  Tedtat 
Xe/caCL  yd  x>aya«o  aaarytdot  a^dedtatbiuna  «$dQX  daay  adt  al  .daay^tadt  to  3  tau^^A  a 

tallo  adt  to  anoa  ao  nmodb  al  tada  to  ^dt'toa.taul  bat aooi  a t^t I  .aitaC  aanO  baa  .X 
adt  to  tdaq  a  von  ai  un^t  aiva^l  adt  .tdi:dtai(X  ioodoB  aitiO  adt  »*  ,aQiia  ifauoa 

^  i  «t9idtai<l  XoodoB  ytiatdna^  ail^vybbft 

'  ff  n 

adt  to  taoM  .boaf  a«ol  ledto  yaa  td^i/od  ^aaea  ^dtattaaig  ,woad  I  ta  xat  o8 

.yXfaaupatt  atii/p  £»focn  yodT  .amat  batuai  ao  bant  yXliDet  edt  eoiit 


madarsdA  ^talU  to  aicau’s'* bnjoad  yXiffiat  adt  aaoX  gatdoaa'S  *xatta  a^aay  oaf  ^ 

•llltb  r.aga^  aqooiT  ^no  aaa  sam  adt  nooa  baa  Od&i  at  taatiat'iq  tatoala  aav  ulooaJti 
•aa  odw  t.Bai  gancx  adt  to^^adouia  a  aaaA  ncriaA  .AaooIad&O  at  aboisorsg  ilal  adt  ta  gat 
at  itabdtjtd  dtaaattit  aid  noted  deaa  eno  tiorV  .tdgxt  ot  yawa  taav  baa  bataJtX 
emit  tadf  tA  taXCde  ct  batcaa  ad  biaa  ^  ,^adtat  aid  dttm  diat  a  bad  ad  <3A0X 
adt  besaaq  avao  biooo  ad  tod  «'rsbfxaXa  'Xadtn  llita  tllat  teat  xia  yX^aad  «aa  ad 
*  ;’tf  ^  ^aaBtdgla  ta  taaantaa  aaltln>n 

-  *  t 


I  'V 

V  ‘ 


Old  b/ot  'xedtAtbaarfO  .lexbXoa  a  aerated  ot  ailaab  aid  ai  auotsiaa  attt/p  aaa  aS 
dj/dt  X  »a^d  au  to  oat  a^adT*  eaa  yXqn  i^aodM  «o^  ot  laid  tnaa  toa^ttb  ad 
qiad  baa  yXinat  exit  dliir  yaja  'boy  XllVT”  ‘  «be:!iea  xadtatbearrO  *  .og  biuodt  si#  to  aao 
tadl  aabt  oa  bad  ad  (Snarxetta  a<^t  yasn  bMata  aonaA  '^tof  1  ti  aao  i#oy  XXa  aiadt 
**.og  da\  ti  yata  XX i«  I  ^beiriqei  ad  oe  to  aalSaatat  \aa  bad  Tadtatbaais 


That  very  day  grandfather  became  a  member  of  Ccmpany  B.  37tho  Iowa  Infeintry  Volun¬ 
teers,  (’Pnown  as  the  Graybeard  regiment,  because  every  man  was  over  forty-five.) 
They  were  recruited  for  prison  guard  duty  to  relieve  younger  men  for  field  duty. 

Grandfather’s  Thoughts 
(While  in  camp  1062-1865) 

They  call  me  an  old  graybeard.  You  ask  me  why  I  am  here, 

Away  from  home  and  family,  and  all  that  life  holds  dear. 

Why  did  I  join  the  colors,  at  the  age  of  fifty-three^ 

I  was  thinking  of  my  little  boy,  I  held  upon  my  knee. 

He  thinks  that  now  he  is  a  man,  though  only  age  fifteen. 

I  could  not  see  him  march  to  war,  if  you  know  what  I  mean. 

He  promised  he  would  help  his  Ma,  and  always  stay  quite  near, 

If  I  would  join  the  Graybeards,  and  that  is  why  I’m  here. 

Notes  On  September  10,  1958,  I  mailed  this  short  story  to  the  Johnny  Reb 
National  Contest,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

My  Favorite  Cjyil  War  Personality 

Aaron  Coleman  Mott 

’’He  was  fifteen  in  1862,  and  wanted  to  be  a  soldier.  His  father  joined  the 
I owa  Gravb eard s .  so  he  kept  a  son’s  promise  to  help  support  the  family. 

During  that  entire  winter  he  hauled  freight,  with  team  and  wagon,  between 
Oskaloosa  and  Ottumwa,  Iowa,  thirty  miles  distance.  Three  round  trips  were  made 
per  week,  and  he  spent  three  nights  per  week  in  Ottumwa.  The  roads  were  often 
bad, -either  rough,  muddy  or  snowy.  He  had  full  responsibility  for  the  team  and 
load.  Net  earnings,  one  dollar  per  day,  were  much  needed  by  my  grandmother’s 
family. ” 

I  won  a  placing  in  this  contest  and  secured  a  small  prize.  I  give  the 
write-up  here  to  show  some  of  the  hardships  that  boys  endured  during  that  great 
Civil  War,  even  though  they  did  not  wear  a  uniform  or  qualify  for  a  soldier’s 
pension. 

Grandfather  was  discharged,  for  physical  disability,  at  Columbus,  Ohio, 
very  early  in  1865.  He  came  home  broken  in  health.  He  died  eight  years  later, 
in  107^  at  the  hospital  for  the  insane  at  Mount  Pleasant,  Iowa.  He  is  buried  in 
the  cemetery  at  Oskaloosa,  near  the  Penn  College  grounds. 

After  grandfather’s  return  from  service,  father  went  back  to  school  for  one 
winter  term.  Any  other  knowledge  he  gained  in  life  came  through  reading  and 
self  study. 

Mason  Mott  was  married  before  grandfather  Joined  the  army.  Amy  and  Delilah 
both  married  later.  John  was  bom  after  the  family  reached  Iowa.  He  was  five 
years  younger  than  Aaron.  With  grandfather  unable  to  make  a  living  for  the 
family,  that  placed  a  heavy  burden  upon  Aaron.  He  and  John  supported  his  mother 
until  Aaron  got  married.  Even  after  his  marriage  Aaron  furnished  a  home  for  his 
mother  until  her  death  about  1090. 
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AAJRQN  CQLSMAN  MOTT 

He  was  born  on  a  farm  in  Mills  Township.  Knox  County.  Ohio.  September  11,  1847, 
He  died  of  pneumonia  in  the  University  Hospital  at  Iowa  City,  Sunday  morning,  y 

19E5, 

After  the  Mott  family  came  to  Iowa,  from  Ohio,  they  sometimes  lived  in  log 
cabins,  heated  by  a  fireplace  in  one  end  of  the  room  Aaron  wore 
clothing,  made  by  his  mother  and  sister.  He  wore  wool  socks  and  mittens,  knitted 
by  his  mother.  His  feet  were  clad  in  cowhide  leather  boots. 

While  growing  up  he  learned  to  cut  grass  with  a  scythe,  and  to  bind  grain  by 
hand,  following  the  self rake  reaper  or  riding  the  Marsh  harvester,  ^e  soon  lea^ne 
to  swing  an  ax  and  chop  wood  for  fuel.  During  his  lifetime,  he.  undoubtably,  split 
more  wood  rails  than  Abraham  Dincoln  ever  did. 

He  was  forty  years  and  three  months  older  than  I .  I  knew  him  best  when  he  was 
between  the  ages  of  forty-fite  and  sixty.  One  reason  he  did  not  mar^ 
nearly  thlrty=sli,  was  because  he  supported  his  mother  for  years  after  the  Civil 

War, 

it  the  age  of  thirty-six  he  stood  six  feet  tall,  barefooted.  He  weighed  175- 
180  pounds.  He  had  large  bones  and  powerful  muscles.  He  wore  a  number  twelve  shoe 

and  a  number  eleven  glove.  The  bone  and  muscle  of  his  forearm  was  so 

difficulty  buying  a  shirt  with  a  sleeve  large  enough  for  his  arm.  Mother  usually 
made  his  shirts.  He  had  heavy,  wavy,  dark  brown  hair,  and  heavy  beard.  He  usually 

wore  a  mustache,  triinned  short,  and  chin  whishers.  He  shaved  his  cheeks. 

He  was  the  athletic  type,  a  good  short-distance  runner  and  a  good  walker.  He 
en loved  swlnmlng  at  the  old  swlraning  hole,  in  the  creek  or  river.  Dntil  he  was 
sixty,  he  did  nearly  all  his  field  work  while  walking  behind  his  plows  and  Arrows. 
When^seeding  oats,  or  grass  seed,  he  walked  across  the  field  and  scattered  the  seed 
by  hand,  like  tha  tnan  in  the  picture  of  the  Parable  of  the  Sower, 

He  must  haye  heeu  about  fifty  when  he  tied  a  long  rope  to  the  horns  of  a 
young  cow.  he  had  sold,  and  led  her  about  fifteen  miles  to  deliver  her  to  the  new 
owner,  near  Oskaloosa,  After  delivering  the  cow.  he  stopped  in  Oskaloosa  and 
bought  his  supper.  After  dark,  on  that  mild  winter  night,  he  walked  back  home. 

He  had  traveled  nearly  thirty  miles  on  foot. 

As  a  young  man  he  learned  to  turn  handsprings  and  suraersaults.  He  enjoyed 
watching  tumbling  and  trapeze  exhibitions  at  tha  circus.  His  back  and  limbs  were 
so  strong  he  could  lift  heavy  loads,  I  have  seen  him  lift  and  carry  away  loads, 
so  heavy.  I  never  could  have  gotten  them  off  the  ground. 

He  loved  to  pull  «square^hold3«o  This  is  a  contest  in  which  two  men  sit  flat 
on  the  ground,  facing  each  other,  with  their  feet  stretched  out  in  front  of  t^. 
the  soles  of  their  shoes  touchingo  Both  contestants  take  hold  of  a  strong  stick 
which  they  hold  just  over  their  toes,  •^t  a  signal,  both  begin  to  pullo  one 

who  can  pull  his  opponant  to  his  feet  is  the  winner.  Very  few  men  in  our  locali  y 

could  win  from  father  in  this  contest. 

By  nature  he  was  friendly  and  congeniel .  with  most  folks .  but  he  was  not  a 
man  to  be  dominated  by  anyone.  He  told  me  that  when  he  first  started  to  school, 
his  mother  told  him  not  to  fight  with  other  boys.  There  was  one  schoolmate  who 
tried  to  play  the  bully  and  make  life  miserable  for  Aaron,  One  day  Mason,  his 
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brothers  eleven  years  older  than  Aaron,  saw  it,  He  called  Aaron  to  one  side  and  said, 
"DonH  let  that  kid  run  over  yoUo  The  next  time  he  starts  something,  fight  him  as 
hard  as  you  cano  If  you  let  him  whip  you,  I  will  whip  you  agaiJio*'*  The  next  time 
the  kid  became  abusive,  Aaron  said,  ’’If  you  want  to  fight,  come  oUo  I  can  whip  you," 
To  Aaron® s  surprise  the  kid  refused  to  fight,  ?rom  that  day  on,  Aaron  seldom  backed 
down  from  any  rnan,  though  in  the  course  of  his  lifetime  he  had  very  few  physical  en¬ 
counters. 

Although  he  did  not  have  the  equivalent  of  an  eighth  grade  education  when  he 
quit  school,  he  was  well  grounded  in  the  three  "R®s",  "readin® ,  ritin® ,  and  ®rithme- 
tic".  With  these,  as  a  good  foundation,  he  proceeded  to  acquire  knowledge  through 
self  study.  He  enjoyed  reading.  What  he  read  he  remembered.  He  wrote  a  clear, 
legible  hand.  He  was  able  to  solve  any  daily  business  arithmetic  problem  he  en¬ 
countered. 

Since  he  was  raised  in  the  home  of  a  New  England  family,  he  acquired  a  few  New 
England  mannerisms.  The  one  most  pronounced  was  in  his  manner  of  speaking.  He  often 
told  me  of  his  experiences  during  the  Civil  War, 

On  September  8,  1862,  he  had  a  conversation  with  his  father.  This  is  about  the 
way  he  related  that  conversation.  "Sez,  I,  "Father,  I  want  to  enlist  in  the  army." 
Sez,  he,  "Son,  you  are  pretty  young,  only  fifteen.  I  wish  you  would  not  go,"  Sez, 

I,  "There  are  two  of  us  here,  I  think  one  of  us  should  go,"  Sez,  he,  "Will  you 
stay  with  the  family  and  help  them  all  you  can  if  I  go?"  Sez,  I,  "Yes,  I  will," 

"That  very  day  father  joined  the  Graybeards,  I  had  to  keep  my  promise,  I  did  not 
become  a  soldier," 

Father  told  me  never  to  point  towards  a  graveyard.  He  also  told  me,  "Never 
cariy  an  edged  tool  through  the  house," 

One  day  he  was  doing  a  little  repair  work  inside  the  house.  For  this  work  I 
carried  a  sharp  chisel,  or  hatchet,  into  the  house.  When  the  work  was  finished, 
father  asked  me  what  door  I  entered  when  I  came  in,  I  told  him  and  started  to  leave 
by  another  door.  He  called  me  back  and  said,  "My  folks  always  told  me  to  never 
carry  an  edged  tool  through  the  house,"  "Take  it  out  the  same  door  you  brought  it 
in,"  What  difference  that  would  make,.  I  have  never  been  able  to  figure  out. 

In  spite  of  bis  tnannerlsms  he  had  good  use  of  the  English  language.  He  was 
well  versed  in  grammar.  He  often  told  all  the  members  of  the  family  what  was 
wrong  with  our  expressions,  I  believe  I  learned  more  good  speech  frcm  him  than 
from  all  my  country  school  teachers. 

Although  he  never  held  a  teacher® s  certificate,  he  was  a  far  better  teacher 
than  many  who  did,  I  went  home  from  school  one  day  wondering,  "If  the  earth  is 
round  like  a  ball,  people  on  the  side  opposite  me  must  be  standing  upside  down. 

Why  don®t  they  fall  off?"  Father  said,  "No  difference  what  side  of  the  earth  you 
are  on,  down  is  always  toward  the  center  of  the  earth,"  "People  and  objects  are 
held  to  the  earth  by  the  force  of  gravity.  If  we  could  drill  a  hole  through  the 
earth  to  China  we  would  have  to  drill  up  after  we  reached  the  center  of  the  earth," 
"What  causes  day  and  night?"  was  another  of  my  questions.  Father  took  a  coal  oil 
lamp  and  a  ball  and  dentonst rated  how  day  and  night  are  caused  by  the  rotation  of 
the  earth. 

He  understood  the  principle  of  the  three  classes  of  levers,  in  mechanics. 

He  used  that  principle  when  making  a  doubletree  so  each  one  of  two  horses  would 
pull  a  load  in  proportion  to  his  weight.  He  told  a  story  of  a  man  who  had  a 
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t'raaXd  a  eienw^aH  .baiadi»aa»T  ad  baart  ad  ^adV  .gjaibaa^  IXaa 

7  -oa  ad  naido-iq' ai^amdiHa  asaaiaud  ^Ilab  xfld  a?Xoa  ot^aXda^saw  oH  .bnad  »Xdl^X 

^beaa^iwqo 

-  %i!n,  ^  *  ' 

waH  waT  a  ba^Xiipoa  ad  \xX1qq81  bnaXgo*  a«od  ad^  al  basiai  aaw  ad  aaalS 

oa^o  aH  .^Xjiaa'ja  to  ladoaco  aid  nk  aaw,  b^ojvcao^q  taom  aao  edT./%a£(ml?aiiaaBi  t^aX^aS 

.-lat  XlviO  adi  3dXidb  eaooaiieqxa^  aid  to  aco  bXo^j 

adl  Suodm  al  aldT  ,’iad^et  aid  d^la  aoitarzavaod  a  bad  ad  ^SddX  ,6  lacfcoalqaS  aO 
**.Vtn*  adt  fli  taXIda  ct  fa^aQl  »-iedla^*  ,I  ,seB*  «dollie^9Viioo  ladt  bataXa:;  ad 
«iad  ".08  ton  bXyow  nox  dal*'*!  .aaattlt  x*^“0  »S*dox  X^^Taaq  aii  uox%ac&*  «ad  ,iaa 
aox  iXli***  ,ad  ,ta3  *’Ioa  hloc^a  tus  to  ano  dalitt  1  .aded  iur  to^oat  eia  aied®*  «t 
I  ’*.XXla  I  ^oaY**  ^X  ,»a8  tuto  uo\  XXa  aladt  qXad  bna 'xXioiat' adt  dtla  yata 

^  ton  bib  I  «aalcr>:rtq  x®  qaod  ot  bjad  I  .a6*jaadxaT0  adt  t»aXol  ladtat  x®b  yiaf  tadt" 

".laibioa  a  eaooatf 

lavail*  ,aa  bXot  oaLa  »H  .b’xax®^*^^  a  Rbruwrot  tnloq  ot  iatan  am  bXot  ladtal 
i  ".onxiod  edf  dsx/oidt  Xoot  basba  oa  yrxiw 

[f  -  «  L..  ^  *  •>■«■*■  ■ 

X  ilow  aldt  ^ot  .asLrpd  adt  ablafil  ifiow  liaqal  aXttlX  a  sdlob  aav  ad  yab  aaO 

«badalall  eaVi  diow  adt  aadV  .aadod  otal  «tadot£id  *xo  «XaaXdo  qrada  a  bolTxab 
avael  ot  batata  baa  cold  blot  I  ,al  ameo  X  nada  ba^atae  1  loob  ladw  am  badea  i^dtat 
lafan  ot  ao  blot  nxaaXa  adlot  x^  tblaa  haa  doad  am  baXXao  afi  ,ioob'  'xad^ooa  x^ 
tl  td8M)*id  OCX  loob  acBBC  adt  too  tl  a4a1^"  ".aac/cd  adt  dstfoidt  loot  basba  as  yiiao 
.too  aiii^lt  ot  aXda' oaad  laraa  arad  I  bXnoa  tadt  aacaiattlb  tnd9  *’*iii 

1r  a 

«av  aH  .agair^naX  dalX^nS  adt  to  aan  booa  bad  ad  asslii'xxaaa  aid  to  dtlqa  nl 

aaa  t^w  xXX.’oat  adt  to  aiadcnoai  \adt  XXa  bXot  aatto  efi  .nfMOBaia  fll,baaiar  XXaw 
aadt  old  ooit  .oaaqa  boog  aiom  bairxaaX  I^aralXad  I  *aaclaaaiqxa  rtifcjittw  ^atnw 

aiadoaat  loodoa  xjfnuoo  x®  XXa  tnoit 

% 

ladbaat  latiad  lat  a  oaa  ad  ,alaoltltiao  a^iadoaat  a  bXad  laTan  ed  dsuodflA 
al  dtxBe  edt  tl”  .j^aiiabiioa  xab  aao  Xoodoa  molt  ainod  toaw  I  ,bXb  oda  xca®  aadt 
»fiaob  (rbta<3^>  aatbnoaaa  «id  tAuoi  ^  atiaoqqo  able  adt  no  aXqoaq  tiiad  a  adlX  boaoi 
wox  dtiaa  adf^lo  abla  tadw  aanaiattib  ^blac  ladta^  ^."^tto  Xiat  yadt  t*nob  ydi 
•19  atda(,do  baa  aXqoaV*  -**.dtiaa  adt  to  latnao  adt  biawot^jSxaaXa  al  qyeb  ,flo  aia 
•dt  d^SK  tdt  aXod  a  IX lib  bls/oo  aa  tl  .^yturaig  to  aoiot  adt  yd  dtiaa  odt  ot  bXad 
".dtia*  9dt  to  Tatnaa  adt  badsaai  a«  latta  qn  .XXlib  ot  avad  bXifow  aw  anldO  ot  dtiaa 
I  to  laod  a  daot  ladtaf  .anoitaanp  ym  to  ‘ladtona  aav  **TtAtslH  ban  yab  waai/ao  tadf* 
to  aoltatoY  adt  yd  basKao  eia  td^X^  bca  yab  wad  b^fditaaoaab  baa  XXad  A  boa  oitiaX 


.aolnadcan  at  ,8iaToI,  toiaae^aXo  a<>idt  ad/  to  alqlanliq  adt  bootaiabntr 

bXifow  aaai^  owt  to  aao  di^aa  on  aaitaXdi/ob  a  ^aidao  aadw  aXqionliq  tadt  beau  aH 

a  bad  odw  emiu  a  to  xk^^®  a  bXot  .tdslaw  eid  of  aolnoqoiq  nl  baoX  a  iXtrq 

» ' 

a  *  ^jiiud 


little  horae  and  a  big  horse »  He  wanted  to  make  a  doiabletree  so  each  horse  wonld 
pull  in  proportion  to  his  weight „  The  man  reasoned »  since  the  little  horse  would 
pull  the  smallest  part  of  the  loadp  he  should  ha^e  the  smallest  or  shortest  part 
of  the  doubletree 0  When  he  hitched  the  horses  to  a  hea'S'y  load  he  could  not  under¬ 
stand  why  the  little  horse  worked  so  hard  and  the  big  horse  worked  so  easily. 

Father  could  explain  the  action  of  the  siphon  and  the  pump  and  why  they  would 

not  raise  water  more  than  thirty-two  feet  at  sea  le'^el. 

He  had  a  fair  knowledge  of  ancient  history  and  a  good  knowledge  of  American 
history.  He  liked  to  talk  with  me  about  historical  subjects.  He  read  textbooks 
on  physiology  and  anatomy.  He  encouraged  the  family  to  eat  fruity  when  in  need  of 
a  laxative 5  rather  than  use  our  only  standby  remedy ^  castor  oil.  He  was  much  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  health  of  each  one  of  us.  He  could  have  been  a  good  male  nurse. 

The  first  president  he  voted  for  was  U,  S,  Grant,  He  remained  with  the 
Republican  Party  until  the  year^  1896,  In  that  year  times  were  hard.  Farm  prices 
were  low.  Interest  rates  were  high.  Money  was  hard  to  get.  Father  read  the 
^Cross  of  Gold*^  speech  delivered  by  W,  J,  Bryan  at  the  Democratic  National  Conven¬ 
tions  and.  became  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Democratic  cause.  He  was  glad  to  argue 
politics  with  any  mang  and  few  could  beat  him  in  debate,  Ea  voted  for  Bryan  three 
times.  Although  Bryan  was  never  elected  president ^  father  firmly  believed  a  number 
of  reforms i,  like  the  election  of  D,  S,  senators  by  popular  vote^  and  gisaranteed 
bank  deposits  by  the  federal  government,  were  forced  upon  Congress  by  the  efforts 
of  Bryan,  Father  served  a  number  of  terms  as  a  member  of  the  township  trustees. 
Several  times  he  was  judge  of  local  elections.  At  one  times  before  he  left  the 
Republican  party,  he  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace,  He  performed  one  or  two 
marriages  while  in  that  office. 

People  respected  his  judgment.  He  once  served  on  a  board  of  arbitration  to 
settle  a  disjiute  between  a  tenant  and  landlord.  He  helped  solve  a  dispute  over  a 
line  fence  between  neighboring  farms.  One  of  his  old  friends  appointed  him  admin¬ 
istrator  of  his  estate  by  the  terms  of  his  will.  Father  took  the  job  and  settled 
the  estate  satisfactorily. 

He  dared  to  stand  for  what  he  thought  was. right. 

Though  all  his  friends  In  fear  might  slink  away. 

He  watched  alone  throughout  the  long,  dark  night 
And  faced  at  dawn  the  light  of  brighter  day,  • 

In  the  early  days  of  Iowa  he  voted  for  the  prohibition  amendment  to  the  state 
constitution.  His  reasoning  was,  roan  who  is  controlled  by  the  tobacco  or  liquor 
habit  Is  not  a  free  imn,  but  a  slave, He  tried  to  discourage  the  formation  of  both 
these  habits.  He  refused  to  sell  or  rent  any  of  his  land  to  be  used  for  the  sale  or 
consumption  of  beer  or  any  other  kind  of  alcoholic  beverage.  He  refused  to  help  a 
local  druggist  secure  a  permit  to  sell  liquor  for  medical  purposes.  Too  many  men  got 
sick  suddenly  when  they  found  they  could  buy  liquor  for  medical  purposes  only. 

He  possed  a  number  of  skills  needed  by  a  farmer  in  his  day.  He  knew  how  to  dig 
wells  by  hand  and  put  in  wood  curbing  to  hold  the  dirt  and  keep  the  well  from  caving 
until  a  permanent  wall  could  be  built ,  He  was  a  fair  carpenter.  He  could  lay  out 
and  cut  rafters  for  a  gable  roof.  He  often  repaired  furniture,  small  tools  j,  and  farm 
machines.  When  he  did  not  have  a  maul  to  use  in  splitting  rails  he  took  a  stick  of 
tough  hickory,  about  six  inches  in  diameter  and  three  and  one  half  feet  long.  He 
made  a  maul  by  leaving  about  ten  inches  on  one  end  of  the  stick  natural  sise.  The 
rest  of  the  stick  was  cut  down  just  the  right  site  for  a  handle.  He  split  many  rails 
with  this  maul  before  it  wore  out. 


6 


tiuov  mojoii  oi  ^tnS^ldvob  a  ^Xadi  ot  betoiMi  eH  .arsoil  s  bam  AltftX 

blJOA  9%ioJi  Aitttt  aAS  •dtflii  «f>oao«ii#9  am  ar(T  ,ttS^t9W  tlif  AOlttoqatq,  al  Iluq 
t^mq  9df  bXootte  ad  adit,  lo  ^riaq  t^mSimaA  9df  Lluq 

•^9bau  Sea  bLuoe  art  bsoX  qyaati  a  ot  aaatod  adS^baAattdTihd  o»d9  ^aantaidi^b  sd^  to 
^  ba^ov  &rxoit  baa  tiad  oa  baaHov  astad  altfil  edt  x/dff  ba«ta 

biffow  xdv  baa  qmaq  atiX.aji^  baa  aodqla  adt  to  not  fob  adt  alblqza  bXirod  ladtaf 

,  .  .laral  aee  fa  faaf.owf-xtitdt  aadf  aioa  latav  aaXat  foa 

1  t*! 

•1  ' 

aaoi«sa(D4  to  a^balaoaU  boos  a  baa  SmhiPM  to  ogbalwoad  ilat  a  bad  aH 

•^ood^zai  bAot  oH  ,ataatdcra  laoXioi^aid  fuoda  aa  d^Xw  dlaf  oS,  be%tl  .  ^o^ald 
to  baaii  fii  aada  ^flvilttao  of  ic^lmot  adf  basjrxtioaaa  aH  baa  xj^oXotaYdq  oo 

-rrafat  doua  eaw  aH  .XXot,^o^aao^  aXbadiai  x^^bnara  xlao  lifo  aaif  aadf^ibdfa^  iarlSAxal  a 
•aaxtra  oXab  jboc^  a  aaad  a  triad  bJUK>o  afi  »aoF;,  to  aoo  doae  to 'Urlaed  adf  at  bmfaa 

n 

* 

adt  dflw  baalaam*T  aH  ^taarcD  ,Q  «n  saw  'xot  bafov  ad  taablaairq  ;fa*xlt  adt 
aaoXiq  ana^  .bnad  exaw  aamlt  ^laox  tiaax  adt  Xitxui  x^*^^  aaotlduqoH 

9df  baax  xadtat  .taa  of  Mad  baa  xr»floM  .d^id  axaa  aatart  tao^atal  .aoX  aiaa 
,  -aaTdoO  XacoXiaM  oxtatoofnC  adt  ta  ooxtH  x^,  baiaxXXab  doaaqe  ^bXoO  to  aaotO** 

a(/Sia  ot  baXs  taa  oH  .aadao  oXtatdooaC  edf  to  taticqqaa  tnaboa  oa  a<naoad  bna  <jiolt 
aaredt  aax^  bafow  aH  .atadab  oX  otd  saed  bXsfoo  aat  baa  ^'oan  xfls  dtXw  b^XtxXoq 
ladcavo  a  barailad  xXfaiXt  ^edtat  «taabXeatq  batabXa  r»taa  aaw  oaxiiH  dSuodtXA  .(aaiXt 
baataaiad;Bi  boa  ,atot  laXi/qoq  x^  tiotaaea  *Si  ,0  to  aoif^ala  adt  aiUi  .soncotat  to 
a^iotta  adt  x<^  aeoisooO^aoqi/  beoiot  aoaa  ,ti2ecimevo3  Xarcebat  adt  xd  ttttaoqeb  doad 
•  aaotttnt  qXdaavot  adt  to  ^adoBcn  a  aa  acnat'to  tadaioa  a  bans*  ladtaf  to 

adt  tteX  ad  a^otad  «aaULt  aao  fA  .aaoitoaXa  Xaool  to  a^birt^  eaw  ad  lanaraS 

owt  *ico  aao  bMrrotxaq  aH  .aoaat  adt^^to  aoXtaxii  batoaXa  aaw  ad  oaoiXdaqaH 

.adZtto  tadt  aX  aXtda  .^a:aaixiaa 

*&-  ’  *  v  *-  •  .. 

ot  aoXtaitXdia  to  biaod  a  ao  bonaa  aono  aH  •toea^but  aid  batoaq^ai  aiqoOf  ■ 
a  laro  atiiqaXb  a  arXoa  baqXad  aH  bioXboal  bixa^toan&t  a  aaaated  atoqtlb  a  aXttaa 
-aXfliba  old  bataXoqqa  abaaltit  bio  axd  to.  aaO  .asnat  ^aXiodxlsXaa  ae^atad  eoaat  aatl 
baXttaa  boa  dot  adt  doot  *sadtat  ,XXX«  aid  to  asnat  adt  x<^  atataq  aXd  to  lotaxtax 

d  ?  «  4  •XXi^otoataXtaa  atataa  adt 

^4i!  .-t' 

'  i  ^VOiH  ,tdsXx.dair  tdsaodt  ad  tadw  lot  baata  ot  bariid»  oH  v  ;i 

*X*aa  Mafia  tdsifli  oaat  ax  abaaX^lsXd  XXa  dai/odt  «  ,  ^  fS 

td3iii  iiab  i^aoX  adt  taodgi/oidt  aaoXa  badotaw  aH 

•  «Xab  latd^Xid  to  td^XX  adt  ta  baoat  a 

atata  adt  ot  tnanibifa&a  0oXtXdXdoiq  adt *iot  bator  ad  awoX  to  axab  yXiaa  adt  aX 
lot/pXX  lo  oooadot  adt  xd  baXXoitooo  al  oda  aaai  4^  ^aav  gniaoaaai  alH  .aoxtotitacoa 
dtod  to  aoXtamot  adt  a^atxooaxb  ot  beXit  aB  ^^araXa  a  tad  «aacD  aait  a  toa  aX  tfdad 
lo  aiaa  adt  lot  ad  of  baaX  aid  to  xaa  tnai  lo  IXaa  ot  bettotai  aH  <attdad  aaadt 

a  qiad  ot  baai/tai  aH  ^ajiiaiatad  oXXodooXa  to  boXd  ladfo  x^a  lo  load  to  aolU:muaaoo 
iofi  ooa  xaaco  oo^'  .aaaoqioq  X/tolbaa  lot  loapXi  Xiaa^ot  txanaq  a  aioaaa  tai^sa  '^b  Xaool 
,xXao  TOaoqiiiq  XaoXbaoi  lot  ic^pXX  x<^d  bXooo  ^qadf  bauoi  jpdf  aadw  x^aabboa  doXt 

aXb  ot  mod  aoad  aH  ^xab  aXd  oXj,iaonat  a  xd  bobaaa  aXXXda  to  iad(ia;a  fi^4aaaoq  a^ 
Sflivao  noil  iXav  adt  qaad  boa  tiib  »dt  tied  ot  ^aXdioj  booa  aX  fuq  baa^baad  xd^iXav 
tao  xaX  bUicro  aH  .totaoqiao  iXat  a  oa*  aH  «tXX|rd  ad  lliioo  XXaa  tnenairxaq  a  XXtoir 
fBiat  baa  «si0ot  tianta  ^aiintiaiot  baiXaqai  aatto  aH  .tool  aXdOB  a  lot  tiattlrc^taa  baa 
to  iaX.tB  a  Hoot  ad  altai  Aoittllqo  ol  aeii  ot  Xi/mb  a  a«ad  toa  bib  adjToadf  .sealdoao 
ail  7ai»t  txad  aao  boa  aoiiit  boa  xataciatb  dX  aadoai  xta  tiioda  «xxodOXd  d^oct 

adT  .oBia  Xan/rao  3to-Xt«.  ad/ to  baa  oao'ao  audoal  aat  iuoda  snxraaX  xd  iaaoB  a  abaai 
tXtai  xoam  tXXqa  aH  .albaad  a  lot  aiU  t(q|Xi  eat  avob  loo  aaw  doXta  adt  to,  taei 

j  .too  aioa  tX  aiotad  Xaaa  aXdt  dtX« 


He  was  one  of  the  few  farmers  in  our  locality  who  could  stack  bundle  grain  so 
the  stack  would  stand  for  months  and  shed  rain.  He  sometimes  got  extra  pay  stacking 
grain  for  his  neighbors « 

For  se'^eral  years  he  spent  most  of  his  timeg  during  the  winter  months,  cutting 
trees,  hauling  the  wood  to  the  house  and  cutting  it  into  firewood,  using  either  an  ax 
or  bucksaw 0  He  was  skilled  In  filing  sawSc 

Compared  with  present  day  standards,  he  was  not  a  good  farmer.  He  seemed  to  enjoy 
doing  hard  physical  work,  but  he  usually  gave  the  impression  that  he  was  not  thoroughly 
lu  love  with  fartaing. 

Given  the  opportunity  that  most  boys  of  today  have,  to  get  high  school  and  college 
training,  he  could  have  been  a  success  as  a  teacher  of  mathematics  and  science,  a  civil 
enginner,  or  possibly  a  Doctor  of  Medicine. 

Most  cf  his  gains  in  farming  came  from  robbing  the  soil.  After  nearly  every 
heavy  summer  rain,  he  remarked  there  should  be  some  way  to  keep  the  good  top  soil 
from  being  washed  away.  He  had  not  heard  of  strip  cropping,  or  terracing,  so  he 
planted  his  corn  in  straight  rows  up  and  down  the  hill.  There  was  a  low  swale  that 
ran  nearly  the  full  length  of  our  south  forty.  He  knew  if  he  ever  plowed  out  that 
swale,  It  would  soon  be  a  big  ditch.  He  kept  it  in  wild  bluestem  or  prairie  grass 
and  used  that  grass  as  hay  for  his  horses.  He  also  kept  the  roughest  hills  of  the 
farm  in  timber.  These  were,  and  still  are,  good  soil  saving  practices. 

He  was  never  much  of  a  buyer,  or  speculator  In  grains  or  livestock.  He  was 
well  versed  in  commercial  law  as  it  applied  to  farm  practices. 

Following  World  War  I,  a  niomber  of  farmers  over  the  state  of  Iowa  became  ex¬ 
cited  in  the  sudden  rise  of  farm  land  values.  They  mortgaged  farms  that  had  been 
free  of  debt  for  years  in  order  to  buy  additional  land  for  speculation.  When  the 
price  cf  land  suddenly  dropped  and  the  price  of  farm 'produce  went  with  it,  some  of 
these  farmers  lost  everything  they  had.  Father  resisted  the  urge  to  speculate  in 
the  land  boomo  As  a  result,  when  he  quit,  his  farm  was  free  from  all  indebtedness. 

He  was  tolerant  and  humanitarian  in  his  thinking.  He  believed  that  every  human 
being  had  the  right  to  be  well  born,  to  grow  up  healthy  and  strong,  with  a  good  chance 
to  enjoy  life.  Regarding  the  race  question,  he  often  remarked,  '’I  have  nothing  a- 
gainst  a  man  simply  because  his  skin  is  not  the  color  of  mine. ^ 

He  seemed  to  get  a  great  deal  of  enjoyment  out  of  life.  He  possessed  a  good 
sense  of  humor.  H©  had  one  of  the  most  hearty  laughs  of  any  roan  I  have  ever  known. 

He  enjoyed  a  good  Joke. 

One  of  his  favorite  stories  was  about  a  man,  who  was  sitting  at  table  with 
another  man,  when  the  conversation  turned  on  religion.  One  man  picked  up  a  piece 
of  meat  on  his  fork  and  said,  am  as  sure  of  going  to  heaven,  when  I  die,  as  -I 
am  that  I  will  eat  this  piece  of  meat.'^  In  the  earnestness  of  his  statement,  he 
waved  the  fork  throug)i  the  air.  The  meat  fell  to  the  floor  and  a  dog,  under  the 
table,  quickly  swallowed  it. 

One  Christmas  he  bought  a  large  volume  of  Mother  Goose  Rhymes  as  a  present 
for  one  of  the  childreii.  H©  got  a  lot  of  pleasure  from  reading  those  rhymes.  He 
cotrinltted  most  of  them  to  memory.  One  he  liked  ©specially  well  was,  "Robbin,  the 
Bobln,  the  Big-Bellied  Ben,  who  ate  more  meat  than  four  score  men.'^ 

He  often  quoted  verses  from  Longfellow,  Bryant  and  Whittier.  He  could  quote 
the  poem,  ’^Lord  Ullin''s  Daughter*^,  thirteen  verses  in  its  entirety. 


o«  •Ibruitf  M.->»^9  bii/oo  o£Lw  yfUBooi  mo  at  ai«snAl  «a\  odi  to  aao  sav  a& 


«■  *'^'9  ^  “  **  9mm^  v  » wm  w  w  •»  w*w  ^  w-ww»  ^  »  >-  i  w  — —  —  ^  -^  — -- 

^alsba^  mtga^tc^  cemtfeatOB  eH  «ai«n  l)#iia  baa  oAtaom  tot’^baain  bluow  iioara  Bdt 


'rv 


*iG4i(si^»a  Btii  lot 


saitTuy  *64t£ro-B  ietal«  «xl^  Sflticirf)  ,««1#  aM  to  ^aocj  ^aeqa  aif  s'iobx  Xjrtaroa  lot  >- 
xM  ajt  wiittB  s^laa  ^boowal'i  otat  ti  ^aJttSin  baa  otuod  axlt  ot  iboo«  iMit  ^dtlvad  ^B99*lt 

.awjie  jifllXXt  aX  baXIXaia  a^a  oH  ,wSB3k>t/d  to 


V?1 

I  , 


XoC®®  baaoai  oH  •aocnat  i^os  a  Xoa  saw  eri  <a.^ia^aAt»  \ab  taaaa^c  dxXa  fcsiaqaoO 
vXxlsooioxI;^  ^co  saw  exi  ^axiX  aolaao^qaii  adt  afosi  x^iau^  ad  fud  ^-A-ion  jU:>iayxlq  b'loA  ^aXoA 

■  J  r*  ^  .aoxoifiAt  d^Jta  Bvoi  al 

*'.  ,.,'  ■  t'V  ’»?  ^  "  pi  -U 

0jv9iXoa  boa  Xocudoa  4sx^  ,OTAd  yabc^'to  ayod  Xeog  7axlt  y^Xoutnoqqo  oofiO  7 

XlrXo  a  ,aoaeXoa  bnavaoXtjMDMttacB  to  *X9xloaoX  a  aa  aaa^Offa  a  aaetf  avad  bXxida  ad  .Sisiaimt 

t>  '  .oaXoXbaM  to  mlood  a  yXctiasoq  to  ,^8>iflt;Siia 

•  «  »  •  ■;'  :.\  .<C 

yi9t9  yr-iaea  lottA  .Xloa  adr  golddot  otoit  omao  jnXanat  oXvaclag  aXii  to  ?aoM  r 
XXoa  qol  boos  ad^^qaak  ol  yaw  amoa  ad  bXaoda  oradX  bd^daner  ad  ^axat  ledio&a 
bd  OB  ^sfitloaiia^  to  .solqqoto  qXtta  to  biaad  X02  bad  aH  Xtyaaa  badaav  30 tad  nott 
^adf,  c^XaifB  woX  a  oaw  rxadT  ,Xltd  adS  cwob  baa  awot  tdaXatfa  aX  moo' axd  botaslq 
tadt  ttjo  beacXq  tf»fa  ad  tt  aaad  aH  *ymot  d^ti/oa  i»o  to  dij^i  XXut  adX  yiiaaff  cat 
^  i  atats  aXtiatq  to  maitaabld  bXXw  at  tt  tqad  aH  ,doXXb  sid-a  ad  tKpa^biuow  9t  .aXaaa 
^  adX  to  BXitd  tBbd^aoi  add  dqs3(  oaXa  oH  .aeatod^aid  tot  yad'^&a  taaii^  dadt  baaa  baa 
"  tiaoxdoariq  galraa  XXob  boos  «ata  XXtda  baa  .etair  aeadT''-  .*rad«lJ  at  anat 


w 


I 


1 

I*  A.- 


|}< 


) 


aav  aH  .idoodaaTtX  to  aatsts  totaXaoaqa  to  ^tayad  a  to  down  ta^aa  aaw  aH  #1/ 

.aaotdoatq  orrat  od  betXqqa  dt  aa  aaX  Xaiotaoiiioo  at  bbatad’^^XXoB 

•aa  aisaoad  awol  to  ada^a  add  tado  ataonat  to  tadawa  a  ,Z  taV  bXi^  s<>XaoiXof 
aaad  bad  dadd  aiirrot  basa^dtoai  yadT  .BoaXaf'baai  wiat  to  aait  cabbaa  add  aX  badXo 
add  oaiil  .ooXdaJooBqa  .mt  IwaX  Xa0otdXbba  yiid  od  tabto  aX  ataax  lot  ddab  to  aatt 
to  aou^B  ,dl  ddXw  dnaa  anoboiq' «aat  to  aoXtq  add  baa  baqqoib  yXoabbuB  bnaX  to  aoXtq 
nt  adafooaqa  od  astx/  edd^badaiaat  teddaf  .bad  yadd  gaxddiCTafi^  daoX  i&TocEna^  aaadd 
.BsaabaddabaX  XXa  mott  aatt  aaa  arxat  aid  ,dXap  ad  a«>d«  * ,  dXatat  a  el  .oiood  boaX  add 


to  oMotid  yiaTa  dadd  baratXad  oH  .sdtiUrXdd  aXd  oX  oMtaastaMOMd  baa  doartaXod  &a«  an 
1  aoaado  boos  a  ddXa  .aootda  baa  yddXaad  qu  aota^  od  ,«iod  Haw  ad'ot  dri^Xi  add  . bad  aaXad 
-a  snXddoiT  avad  I**  ^ba^tacoat  aadto  ad  tfloXd^ad  a^ai  add  gattna^aH  ^.atXX  xo^aa  od 

*.afiX(B  to  ioio;i j^d  doa  aX  aXda  aid  aaaa^ad  yXqjua^aaa  a  daaxas 


i*- 


•  I  I  •  . 


boos  a  boataaaoq  afi  .atXX  to  tuo  daaaixolaa  to  Xaab  daaig  a  dos  od  bacosaa  aH 
•  swount  tera  avad  I  oam  yoa  to  ads^ai  yrtaad  daoai  add  to  aao  bad  aH  .tocsjd  to  aai»»B 
...  .k  -  t  “  -aaioC  bocs  a  bayo^iw  afl 

ddtw  aXdad  da  saXtdXa  boh  odw  ,naa  a  tuoda  aam  aaX*zod«  ad Xtodat  aid  to  aaO 
aoatq  a  qa  bastatq  amn  aaO  .aoXsXXat  eo  baoiL'd  aoXdatiiadaoo  add  aadw  ,0001  laddcMta 
1  aa  «afii  I  aadtt  ,aawa^  od  antes  to  atoB  aa  ma  I**  '«bXaB  boa  itot  aid  ao  taam  to  < 
ad  tdoaaatada  exd  to  iraa^^waataa  add  at  * to  acatq  atdd  daa  Xixw  I^dadd  tna 
adt  aabao  ,sob  a  boa  t*-*<^lt  add  od  XXet  taaot  adt  ,tia  add  dsnoxdd  diot'ajid  bada» 

.dX  bawoixawa  yXHoXop  ^aldat 


t 

Kijfe.  - 


loaaatq  a  aa  fcoorydl!  oaooO  t%>ddoM  to  aaxuloa  iifjrtai  a  laaood  ad  aJuatatidO  aaO 
aB  .e^MBydt  ofeofl?  ;^aib»ai  nott  ataaaftiq'to  doX  a  do®  afi  .aatbiido  add  to  aao  tot 
add  .atddofi^  .wMtKxXa*  yiiataoqaa  badil  aa  aaO  .yiasoeco  07  nadd  to  daoa  baddiomoo  y 

•**^aaoj  atooBtoti/ot  Oodd  daaffi  a^4xa  ada  odw  .aafi^balXlafi-sxfi  add  ,aXooH 

r 

adoup  bluoo  aQ  .loiddidW  baa  daaytB  ^woXiatsned  iBott  afoat-a?  badoxtp  oadto  aH 

.  ydatidoa  adl  oX  aeatav  aetodtXdd  ."laddsx/aCI  a'aXXiU  bioi^  *ioaoq  add  « 

•  m 

\  * 

.  • _  ... 


_ cdtir*  sii  'V^  V '  '•  t  ■* 


Some  of  his  favorite  authors  were,  Mark  Twain,  James  Penimore  Coopers  Charles 
Dickens  and  Lew  Wallace o  He  got  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  from  reading  Ben  Hui:. 

The  chariot  races  and  boxing  matches,  described  in  that  book,  were  of  special 
interest  to  himo 

He  was  a  careful  observer  of  the  weather »  He  sometimes  remarked,  ’'There  ought 
to  be  some  way  to  give  the  elements  a  laxative  in  time  of  drought o”  He  had  heard 
that  the  position  of  the  new  moon  determined  the  kind  of  weather  we  would  have  during 
the  next  thirty  dayso  He  watched  carefully  and  observed  five  new  moons  in  succession 
that  were  standing  with  the  point  nearly  straight  down,  so  all  the  water  could  run 
out„  For  five  months  we  had  very  rainy  weather*  He  was  beginning  to  wonder  if  the 
position  of  the  new  moon  did  deten^ne  the  weather  for  the  next  thirty  days,  when  he 
began  to  see  other  new  moons  standing  with  the  point  straight  down  and  the  weather 
in  the  period  that  followed  was  very  dry*  He  decided  something  else  must  determine 
the  weather.  The  moon  had  little  to  do  with  it* 

He  had  a  number  of  methods  of  relaxation*  He  was  a  good  checker  player  and  he 
seldom  found  anyone  who  could  beat  him  consistantly  at  that  game*  When  he  had  no 
other  form  of  amusement,  he  loved  to  tackle  difficult  problems  in  arithmetic* 

He  worked  for  years  trying  to  find  a  solution  to  a  problem  which  was  stated  as 
follows S 

cow  is  tied  to  a  stake  with  a  rope  which  is  just  long  enough  for  he^  to 
graze  in  a  circle  exactly  one  acre  in  area*  Later  the  cow  is  moved  so  she  grazes 
on  another  circle  the  same  size  as  the  first,  only  the  second  circle  overlaps  the 
first  by  ten  feet*  Questiono  ®What  is  the  area  of  the  two  circles?”  I  have  seen 
him  sit  for  hours  trying  to  think  of  a  way  to  measure  the  arc  of  the  overlapping 
circles*  When  I  first  attended  school  at  Oskaloosa  College,  I  gave  this  problem  to 
Professor  Hamilton*  He  gave  me  a  copy  of  ”Ray°s  Higher  Arithmetic”  which  contained 
a  rule  for  measuring  the  arc  of  a  circle*  With  this  rule  the  problem  was  quickly 
solved* 

He  was  a  good  singer.  All  his  children  remonber  how  we  used  to  sit  on  his  knee 
while  he  sang  our  favorite  tunes* 

’'There  lives  more  faith  in  honest  doubt. 

Believe  me,  than  in  half  the  creeds.”  Alfred  Tennyson. 

He  was  a  good  student  of  the  Bible,  but  a  free  thinker  in  religion.  He  was 
inclined  to  thirik  in  terms  of  pure  white  or  pure  black*  Either  a  thing  was  completely 
right  or  entirely  wrong*  1  sometimes  thought  he  judged  men  in  the  same  way*  I  be¬ 
lieve  that  during  his  entire  life  he  was  trying  to  find. and  prove  the  Truth  *  He  was 
disappointed  he  could  not  prove  the  theories  of  religion  and  life  in  the  hereafter  as 
readily  as  he  could  prove  the  principles  of  addition  or  square  root  in  arithmetic* 

He  niade  the  remark  that  it  would  be  a  great  comfort  if  he  could  prove,  beyond  the 
shadow  of  a  doubt,  that  there  is  life,  rest  and  peace  beyond  the  grave.  He  finally 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  if  all  men  would  only  live  by  the  Ten  Commandments  and 
the  Golden  Rule,  most  people  would  be  happy  in  this  life  at  least*  He  tried  hard  to 
teach  his  children  to  tell  the  truth,  to  respect  the  property  rights  of  others,  and 
play  fair  with  all  people* 
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«^XTa<id  .Toqoo?  .atsvT  ,arx«w  wnodfum  »tt*soY«t  aid  to  mdo8 

Saltiiai  moil  aiiia^Xq  to  Xjw6  #Jioi;g  •  oH  ^esaXCAlf  «o«X  l«aB  ane^std 
lAj^ot^a  to  aiav^.iood  tad?  al  ^adtioaab  ^aadotao  gaXxod  ^jM  aaoai  ^oliatfD  adT 

^  ,nXil  r.i  xeeiatal 

.  ^  .f  r  «  *  K- iaiid 

aiadT"  «5aj[hamai  aamt^emoa  oH  .ladtjsav  ea^  to  loviaado^iirlaijBo  a  aaa 
b'lMd  bad  aHm  ".^{i^c/oTb  to  acoXt  al  erltjuial  a  a^vamaXo  ad^rarls  x^a  amaa  ad  ot 
^knub  aviid  bIi;;ow  a«  lodXaaa  to' bnljf  edt  baaXanatab  aoon  aea  adt  to^aoltlaoi|  adt  tadt 
aoXaaaooaa  rtX  aooon  vea  aTit  be^ioado  baa  xXXalaiaci  badoiaw  aH  ,8xab  x^^Xdi  ixaa  adt 
Btn  bXooo  ia4*aa  adi  XXa  oa  <ixaob  ^dj^ljn^a  xXiaaa  kaioq,  adf  dtkw  ^aiboala  aiav  ^adt 
adX  tX  labooa  oX  saXaaXaed  aaa  afi  •lodXaew  xdiai  lia^  adtnoa  ari^  lot  .too 

ad  B»d9  ,atab  x^Xiit  txaa  adt  lot  ladtaea  ed-^  aaima^ob  btb  aooa  waa  adi  to  ‘aoi<rxapq 
ledxaaa  adX  boa  ovob  ^xl9lai^a  taXo^  odt.  d^Jtw  sdXb4xaXa  ujooa  aao  ladXo  aaa  oi  nasad 
aflXmia^ab  t^um  aaXe  adXdtaraoa  babXoab  aH  ,x^b  xiaf  aaa  bevoXXot  ^axU  bcXia^  ad#  oX 

.#X  dtXv'ob  o#  aXXXXX  bad  aoom^adt^  .*i^draaa  ad# 

i 

ad  boa  lexalq  losioado  booa  a  aaa»8H  .aoiXaxaXax  to  abod#aa  lo  ladosia  a  bad  aU 
oa  bad  ad  uadi  .aioa^'^Xadt  #a  xX#oa#8Xta(>o  osXd  #aad  bXooo  odw  eaoxaa  baool  mobXaa 
.alXaodXXia  aX  amaXdoiq  #Xija2ttXb  aXioa#  o#  bafoX  ad  ,  xoaoiaauma  to  and  ladto 


i--, 


aa  ba#a#«  aa«  doida  maXdoiq  a  o#  ooXXoXoa  a  baXt  o#  «iaax  lot  badnow  aH  ^4^- 

laaoXXot 


o#  >ad  lot  dsocaa  ^ooX  XaoC  doXdv  aqoi  a  d#X«  ai<a#a  a  pX  bal#  eX  woo  A" 
aaiaia  ada  oe  bavom  at  woo  ad#  laXaJL  «aaia  aX  aioa  aoo  xXXoaxa  aXoiXo  a  ai  afat^ 
ad#  aqaXiavo  aXoiXo  baoDaa  adX  xXxto  ,#8ilt  odX  aa  atXa  acnaa  ad#  aXoiXo  iad#oaa  oo 
aaaa  avad  I  ‘'^aoXoiXo-.ow#  ad#,,^to  eoia  adx  sX  #ad*^  iaol^aaoP  .#aal  na#  X‘^  XaiXt 
saXqqaliavo  adt  to  oi#  adX  oiotaam  ot  yaw  a  to  ateXd#  o#  aa^xi^  tiood  not  #X8  mXd 
oX  fioaiaciq  aidt  araa  I  «aaaXXoO-<aaeoXadaO  #a  loodaa  babae##a*#aiXl9l  aadV  .aaloiXo 
baaXaXooo  dolda  '*oXXomd#XiA  ^ada^  «*KaH**  to  '^qpa  a  aa  etaa  oH  .aoXXXmali  if  aaaloil 
XXitoXop  aav  maXdoiq  j^ad#  aXi/i  aXd#  d#Xi,  .©XoiXo  a  to  oia  ad#,»flXTWhaatfi  lot  oXm  a 

aecM  aid  ao  #Xa  o#  baair  ea  «od  lodoBOiei  aenblldo  aXd  XXA  .le^Xa  boo®  a.^^aa  aH 

.aaai/i  atXipvat  iiro  inoaa  ad  aXXda 


t-5  ^  ^  rt'i 

«#di/ob  Xaenod  aX  dtXat  aion  oaflX  aiedf* 
'.aoaxane^  bailXA  «*•  abaaio  ad#  tXad  at  aadf  «eai  aiaXXeH 


♦  f 


1 


.  « 
/ 


aa«  afi  .aoXalXai  a!  ladold#  aail  a  #ad  «eXdX8,  ad#  to  taobvta  6003  a  sair  aH 
xXaXaiqiODd  aa«  ^aXdx  a  lodXxH  •doaXd  aioq  10  at  Ida  atuq  to'ema#  ai  dnXdx  p#  baaXiooX 
>ad  I  .xaa  amaa  ad#  aX  oam  b«fsbut  ad  td^uodt  aataXXaoioa  X  .9001*  x^eiXtoa  10  tx^Xi 
afi  ndJUoS,  ad9  aroiq  boa.baXt  o#  gaXxi#  eaw  ad  alXX  aiiioa^aXd  ^aXii/b  tadt  avaXX 
aa  lor^rjaaiad  ad#  ai  atXX  bna  ool^XXoi  to  aaXioad#  ad#  aroiq  too  bXooo  ad  baJ  .ioqqaath 
.bttmdtlta  ai  #coi“eiaa9a  10  iioX#Xbba  to  aaXqXodXiq  ad#  ovoiq  bXtioo  ed  aa  xXXbaat 
ad#  bfl(o\ad  , aroiq  bXooa  ad  tX  ^otmoo  #aai3  a  a«  bXooa  #t  "#ad# 'diamai*  ad#  aiNaco  ail 
xXXaoct  aH  .arai^  ad#  babx^d  eaaaq  boa  #»ai  .aJXX  aX  aiad#  tad#  «#daob  a  to  vobad* 
baa  a#ii4i^aAaBDv  uaT  ad#  ^d  avXX  vXiSo  biijow  aaa  IXa  tX  #ad#j|!aoXBo£oao»  ad#  0#  ocosa 
•o#  biad  bail#  eB  «#d^X  #a  atbX  aXdt  aX^t4«l^  bXxiow  ejqoaq  #soic  ,aXiJH  aabXoO  ad# 
baa  ,A7ad#o  to  B#d||bi  x^’io^ciq  ad#  toaqaoi  o#  «d#m#  ad#  XXa#  o#  aaxbltdo  aid  doaa# 

.  »aXqoaq  Xia  d#l«  iXat  \aX4 


OBITUARY  OF  k.  C.  MOTT 

Aaron  Coleman  Mott  was  bom  in  Mills  Township,  Knox  County,  Ohio,  September 
11,  184?o  He  died  at  the  University  hospital  at  Iowa  City,  May  3,  1925o  He  had 
been  in  the  hospital  about  four  weeks,  following  an  operation  for  the  removal  of 
cataracts  from  his  eyes. 

It  was  thought  he  would  soon  be  able  to  leave  the  hospital  and  return  home, 
but  on  last  Friday  the  family  received  word  he  had  contracted  pneumonia  and  was 
in  critical  condittono  Mrs,  Mott  and  one  son  went  up  at  once,  and  were  with  him 
about  twenty-four  hours  before  his  death. 

When  about  two  years  of  age,  Mr„  Mott  came  with  his  parents  from  Ohio,  the 
entire  trip  being  made  with  team  and  covered  wagon.  The  family  stopped  at  Oska- 
loosa,  and  since  that  time,  or  for  nearly  seventy-five  years,  Mr,  Mott  has  never 
had  a  home  outside  Mahaska  county,  until  this  spring  when  he  and  his  family  moved 
from  the  farm  home  in  Jefferson  township  to  Sddyville  in  Wapello  county.  The  farm 
had  been  his  home  for  nearly  forty-three  years. 

In  1883,  he  was  married  to  Harriet  Virginia  Plum,  To  this  union  were  born 
two  daughters,  Mabel  and  Bertha  and  one  son,  Prank,  Two  years  after  the  death  of 
his  wife,  in  1889,  he  married  Laura  Bthel  Stroud,  To  this  union  were  born  six 
daughters  and  four  sons,  Doaking  him  the  father  of  thirteen  children,  all  of  whom 
are  living  except  the  second  son,  Ziba,  who  died  in  1982, 

When  but  fifteen  years  of  age,  Mr,  Mott  drove  a  team  from  Oskaloosa  to 
Ottumwa  hauling  freight,  and  in  this  way  assisted  his  mother,  sister  and  younger 
brother  to  make  a  living  while  his  father,  George  Keeler  Mott,  then  age  fifty- 
three,  enlisted  in  the  Graybeard  Regiment  of  Iowa  for  garrison  duty  in  the  south. 
During  the  World  War,  Aaron  Mott  remained  on  the  farm  and  kept  it  going  while 
four  of  his  sons  joined  the  colors. 

He  is  survived  by  his  second  wife,  Laura  Mott,  and  twelve  children  whose 
names  are  as  follows 8  Mrs,  Mabel  Stroud,  Mrs,  Nora  Martin,  Mrs,  Myrtle  Street, 
of  Kansas  City,  Kansas,  Mrs,  Bertha' Elder  of  Chariton,  Mrs,  Hazel  Pike  of  Comp¬ 
ton,  California,  Prank  L,  Mott,  Mapleton,  Iowa,  Earl,  Wesl^,  Edith  and  Ruth  of 
Bddyville,  Mrs,  Pearl  Thotnas,  Jefferson  township,  and  Fred  Mott,  stationed  with 
the  Uo  S,  Army  in  Maryland, 

Funeral  services  were  held  from  the  Christian  church  here  on  Friday  afternoon, 
at  2oOO  o'* clock,  Reverend  Morrow,  the  pastor,  officiating.  Interment  was  n»d6  in 
Highland  Cemetery,  Eddyville,  Iowa. 

Notes  This  is  copied  from  the  Bddyville  Newspaper, 
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TtJM  -0  .A  ■-  »: 


,oJtdO  iXfaaoO.xooM,  ^qidumof  vIXtH  ai'  mod  '9Mw  f^oM  aamloO  soimA  l 
bsd  afi  ,dS9X  *\tt0  amo'l  Xatlqecuf  ta/^atfr  aH  V^MX.,Xi 

lo  Xarootav  axid*  lol  jsoXXa^aqo  ea  saXaoXXot  .ajiaav  iiiol  ttiodm  ImSiqn^  aild  aX  naad 


,mex»  Bid  tooTl  BtomBfso 


ta^il  a'wStf'i  tns  XatXqaod  odt  ^rsBl  ot  aXda  ad  aooa  Mt/ow  ad  td^i/odt  eaa  /I. 

•aa  bira  axADoa/anq  batsisntaoo  bad  ad  b*xow  baTla^a^  adi  xabXi^  teaX  ao  fad 

aid  dXi«  ai9«  baa  ,99<io  fM  qa  fMW  aoa  aoo  bna  tfoU  »9nU  .aoiXlbaoj  -iaaitiio  ai 


dfBQb  Bid  aiolad  aiaoiiiiuol*tXjaa«t  iuoda 

»t  4.  t  ‘  ‘  a  '■  '• 

!•  r  ■•’  -‘f-l 
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adX  ,oXdO  ffloat  ataaiaq  aid  dtiv  ac&ao  tloU  ^a^a  to  a^aa^  ovt  Itioda  nadV 
~ada0  ta  baqqod’a  tXIouft  adT""  baiaaoo  bn^  aiaat  dt Iw  ebaa  ^alad  ql*x/  ail^aa 

laraa  aad  #toM  «Btaat  avlt«-x^d9vaB  x^taad  tot  lo  ,omlt^^adt  aoala  baa  ,iiao€iX 
bavoa  xXlmat  aid  baa  ad  aad*  ^irrqa  stdt  Litau  ^xfooco  adaadaM  ablati/o  aoxsd  a  bad 
anat  adT  ^\faaoo  oXXaqaf  al  aXXX?x^bA  ol  qidaaaot  aoo^attab  ol  Bfsod  msA  9df  tajil 

•  .a*raax  aatd#-x^o^  xX^aaa  tot  amod' aid  naad  bad 

•  *  ^  ; 

»)  '  ■» 

otod  oiaw  colab  ald^  oT  .oi/X^  aiclatiV  letttaH  ot  i^lttaat  aav  ad  «S8dX  al 
to  diaab  ’^l^talta  ataex^oat  ,daatt  ,fioa  eco  baa  adlta^  bom,  XadaM  « ^lald^tidb  owt 
^  xla  otod  (na«  aolau  aid#  o7  .b^ot^S  ledfSL  atuai  balttao  ad  «96dX  al  « alia  aid 
sod#  to  Xla  •setbXldo  caa^ldt  to  lad^at  adt  i&ld  saldacs  «aaoB  tact  bas  ,aTi9fdiiuab 

.  »SSqi  cl  balb  odw  ,adlS  .coa  bacoea  adt  Iqabxa  %atwtl  ata 

/■  I 

ot  aaooXadaO  mott  oasl  a  eaotb  i;^oM‘.iM  «dab  to  aiaox  aae^^it  fad  aadi 
tai^ooq  boa  ta^ala  •tadtoa  aid  balalaaa  cldj  al  baa  ,14bl9tt  aciXaad 

•^^It  aj^  aadl  ^TaoM  taXaaJI  a^toaO  ^tadlat  aid  aX Ida  aclTli  a  adoco  ol  ledlptci 
«dlbaa  ad;^  cl  qtab  aoalTias  tot.awoZ  to  laeailsail  btaad^aiO  adl  cl  balalXaa  ,aatd#' 
"allda  11  Iqad  boa  (Oiat  adi  ao  baalaoat  lloM  aoxad^iaW  bXtoW  adl  galti/Q 

V  a  «  <.rxoXoo  adl  bpalol  oaoa  aid  to  toot 


•aoda  aatbXldo  atiaal  baa  ,itoM  amad  (Otiv  baooaa  aid  x<^  betlruia  el  oH  ^ 
»ieetl€  ait^xM  atM  «alltaii  moH  .atM  ^bcctttt  ladaM  .aiM  -.tavoXXot  aa  ata  caoaa 
-qisDO  to  adit  XaaaH  .atU  ,aollxad0  to  tabXl'adltad  .atM  ,aaacaS. « x^l^  ddeaal  to 
to  dfuB  bas  dflbM  ^x^Xaa*  ,Xtad  ,a«oI  ^aolaXqaM  .X  daati  .alototliaO  ,aot 

dfhi  boaolfafg  «lioM  batt  baa  .qldaaaol  aoatattoi  lU^Mood^  Xtaat  .«tM  «9lXirtbbI 
.  '  ^  7  -  J  .  .baaXxtal^al  xmA  ,3  .0  adl 

ji.>oiit9lta  xabXiV  flo  atod  dotiido  aalleltdO  adl  oott  bXad  ataa>  aaolvtaa  iatamrl  ^ 
ai  abao  aaa  icenitalal  ,sallaioltto  t^laaq  odi  tVottoM  baatataH  .dooXo'o  00 £S  la 


.aaoX  «aXXirxbb4  ,x^9lan»9  baaXd^lH 


♦ 


•  I 


/ 


MOT^R 

Who  was  my  motber?  Waa  she  the  wocnah  who  ga^e  me  births  and  presented  my 
father  with  his  first  born  son?  Was  she  the  one  who  cared  for  me  with  all  the 
lo'^e  a  mother  could  show  for  a  short  time,  and  then  quietly  passed  from  the  stage 
of  life*,  nearer  to  return? 

Or  was  she  the  wcman  who  came  into  my  home  soon  after  I  was  four  years  oldj 
and  for  the  next  ten  to  fifteen  years  was  my  guide  and  counselors,  at  the  same  time 
that  she  was  working  hard  to  provide  me  with  food^  clothings,  shelter  and  amuse¬ 
ment?  She  watched  me  grow  into  manhood  and  tried p  in  her  patient  way,  to  encour¬ 
age  me  to  become  an  industrious,  truthful »  fair-minded  man. 

In  many  homes  one  woman  does  all  these  things  for  her  soUc,  In  my  casep  the 
woman  who  ga'fl^e  me  birth  departed  this  life  a  few  days  after  I  was  two  years  old, 

I  have  no  recollection  of  hero  If  I  had  not  been  toldp  I  would  never  have  known 
she  was  my  natural  mother » 


Obituary 

’^ott-Died  December  18,  1889 »  in  Jefferson  Township,  Mahaska  County,  lowap 
of  blood  poisotto  Harriet  Virginia »  wife  of  A.  Co  Mottp  age  years,  7  months, 
and  14  days . 

The  deceased  was  born  one  mile  southwest  of  Beacon,  in  the  year  1866,  July 
14  and  was  married  to  Mr,  Mott  in  1882o  There  was  born  to  them  three  children, 
two  daugh,iters  and  one  son,  named  Laura  Mabel,  aged  6  years,  Bertha  Viola,  4  years, 
and  Frank  Leslie,  aged  2  years » 

These  dear  children  have  lost  their  mother  at  a  time  and  age  when  a  mother® s 
love  and  care  is  most  needed,  and  Mro  Mott  fully  realises  the  weight  of  responsi¬ 
bility  that  rests  upon  hims  and  thinks  with  the  council  and  assistance  of  an  aged 
mother,  who  lives  with  them,  that  he  can  employ  help  and  keep  the  family  together^ 
certainly  a  good  resolution o 

In  early  life  MrSo  Mott,  whose  maiden  name  was  Plum,  was  a  member  of  the  M. 

So  Church,  but  for  years  since  her  imrriage  she  has  lived  so  remote  from  the 
church  that  'it  was  not  convenient  to  attend,  but  still  kept  the  faith,  and  unit¬ 
ing  with  her  husband,  their  joint  '©fforlfe,  ambition  and  industry  procured  for  them 
a  canfortable  Lome  in  Jefferson  Township  where  she  died. 

She  bore  her  severe  affliction  with  patience  but  the  thought  of  leaving  her 
dear  little  children  pressed  the  cup  of  her  sorrow  to  her  dying  lips,  until  the 
very  dregga  mingled  with  the  latest  breath  in  the  agonies  of  death.  Then  she 
bade  farewell  to  all  and  fell  asleep. 

The  funeral  was  largely  attended.  The  friends  of  the  deceased  turned  out 
as  neighbors  should  and  the  neighbors  in  the  vicinity  of  the  cemetery  doing  the 
same,  all  meeting  at  the  place  of  burial.  The  writer  made  a  few  remarks  and 
offered  a  word  of  prayer,  the  casket  was  lowered  into  the  grave,  and  all  were 
thanked  for  the  expression  of  kindness  and  sympathy  so  clearly  manifested,  Mrs, 
Mott  now  sleeps  in  the  Hennia  cemetery,  and  her  memory  is  cherished  by  all,’® 

Notes  This  is  a  fairly  accurate  copy  of  the  obituary  written  by  Thomas 
Ballinger,  (Father  called  him  Uncle  Tom,  I  do  not  know  why)  and 
printed  in  the  Oskalooaa  newspaper  soon  after  the  burial. 

Father  did  attempt  to  keep  the  family  together  by  hiring  a  housekeeper, 
but  in  a  few  months  Grandmother  Mott  became  ill.  Father  sent  for  his  sister. 


tdtfldadiq  tusA  ,dtild  cksj  9V4S  n^nioif  adf  sda  f’t^fom  \o  %bw  odW 

9dt  11a  dfiw  MB  ro*t  fe9ir«C)  odw  ano'^t  e4a  ««V  ^uot^  anod  nld  dtlw  n.odtjft 

9dt  BTBt  baBMBq  xltsiop  MAtH  bits  « amtl  tioiift  a  lot  aoiiii  blMio  jAdtoa  Amatol 

,  -V  ^  O^  IBTOfl  ,BtlX 


,Mo  na9\  i0ot  «aw  I  lo^a.  boob  bcbo^  ^  o^X  msao  oilw  nazaov  tdt  od»  aa*  lO 
eiBl^  (fom  9dS  ts  ijol99anoo  bna  ebltt^  yo  oob^IXI  ot  ffex  xxea  oilT  lot  boA 

-AetMBA  bHA  idXXodB  ^^nidioXo  ,6^t  dSXw  os  oftX^roiq  ox  diAd  saisfic*  aa«  »da  XadX 
«Tuoo(i«  ex  «Yair  toef4aq  lad^ai  «.b«xiX  baa  boodamt  otai  voia  ocs  badsTaw  adS  ^laam 

.flam  b*bfliflD»ilal' «ItitdXc;ir  «Bik>lilfti/bai  oa'^eniD^Bd  o-X  om  930 

*  j  ■  ‘i’  ■ 

*  IX 

edX  ,eaao  o2  .hob  nod  lot  asniiit  etodt  ‘kxa  iiiH>b  flamow  mbao  eoiood  ^ 

.bXo  S1A9X  OfrX  Ban  I  laXta ‘akxab«ifet  a  atXi  aXil#  baXiaqeb  dXild  acn  ava®  oda ruesno#  ? 
awoat  atad  naraa  bluow  I  tbiol  aaad  Xoa  tad  i  tl  *iad  to^ floXXBaXXooai  on  ay ad  1 

.  ^lAdXom  lartutaa  xm  aan  ada 

#«  ’■  ••.«■  ^  .  '  . 


iOAUil^ 

'•T 


^awol  ,xXai;oO  a){tadaM  ,qXd8fl«oT  aoaiattat.  at  tBI  ladamtad  balQ^ttoif* 

^adtaom  T  /kiaox  *0  .A  to  el Xwa« #1X01X31X7  XaXiiaH  «fioaXoq  booXd  to* 

•  ‘  ^  ■"  .ax-®^  tff# 

XXxA  «dd6X  laax  adX  aX  floomaS  to  fiawdtaom  alia  aoo  aiod  aaw,  banaeoat  adt 
^aaTbSi^  eaidX  cBadX  oX.oiod  bav  aiadt  .S88X  at  lioU  .iM  ot  bai-naa  «aw  baa  bX 
,aiaax  b  ,ilQt7  ad/naS  aiaax  b  taaa  ,X6daM  arxi/aX  badiaa  «doa  aoo  baa  «.  idbdaifafr  oax 

T.|—a  ^utaax  S  baga  .ari&ad  ^ail  baa 

•  '’laddoa  a  fladv  ^sa  boa  mbXX  a  xa  ladXooi  iXadX  xaoX  a»nd  aeibXXdb  laat  at&adt  ^ 
-laaoqaai  to  Xd^iaa  adi  aaaXXaai  xXXbt  XXoM  «iM^1baa  «baba3a  'X8oai''aX  aiao  baa^avoX 
basa  OA  to  aoaaXeXaaa  boa  Itaauoa  adt  dfim  aihaidt  baa  loiXd  aoqu  alaai  tadt  xttlid 
naabesoX  xXimat  odx  qaad  boa  qXad  x&Lqfoa  aao  ad  xadx  ifflodx  dXXv  aaviX  oda  .’zadbi^* 

**  *X  •aroixoXoeai  bco#  a  .X  iiaXiaa* 

.M  adt  to  *xadinBm  a  aaa  .outl  BanrieoMfl  aabXam  aaoda  ^XXoM  *.aili  atiX  yXiaa  al 

aiix  Beret  axomai  oa  baxXX  aad  ada  asatniaa  lad  aoaXa  eiaox  «do‘rifdO  .&  ^ 

-XXoa  bfla^^^dxxat  adX  xqad  XXiXs  tud  .bflaXXa  ot  xaAXdavoc^  Xod  &a«  XI’  xadX  doiaifo  ^ 
eoadx  lol  beit/ooiq  x^biiabnl  boa. aoXXXdcoa  «Xiotta  Xulai  iXadX  .boada^d  lad  dXXw  anX 

«baXb  ada  qMaaaot  aoaiattai  al  am^J  aXdanolfl»9  a 

lAd  saetaoX  to  Xd^uodX  adt  lad  aodaXtaq  dXiv  doXXdXftta  aiaraa  lad  aiod  ad8  ^ 
adX  XXXfla  c®<lXX  30 ix^  lad  oX  aonca  1^  to  qua  adi  baattaiq  aaibXXrb  aixxxX  laab  f 
adh  aadf  diaab  aatdaga  adt  at  diaaid  XaaxaX  ad?  dxxa  balsa /«  e:c3aib  x^at 

'  toaalaa  XXat  bna  iXa  ox  XXaaaiAl  abad 

‘  '..  '-j  '  .1 

tuo  baaiuX  baeaa^ab^adX^to  aboaXit  edl^  .babaaXXa  xlag^L  aam  iaiaoal  aJt 
adx  aoiob  x^aXaoao  adX  to  xxXdXbXr  adt  at  ^addgLad  adt  baa  blifodt  aioddsiaa  aa 
baa  adTAcodi  va^  a  abam  odT  .IaMi>d  to  aoa£q  adt  xa  saXXai^  (Xa  •aoma 

aio«  Xia  bfia  »ava^  adX  oXoX  baiaaoX  aaw  tadaad  adX  .laxaiq  to  biov  a  baiAtto 
•  aiM  »a9«aatJtfla^  XXidaXo  oa  xdlaqoixa  baa  aaaataXd  to  r.oiBaaiqxa  adX  lot  baaiaaax 
*'«Iia  x<^  ^duiiado  al  x^cenan)  led  baa  ,  x^aXauiao  alaaeH  edi  at  aqaala  aoa  IXott 

aacit^dT  xd  a^Xtimr  xiaaXXdo  edx  to  xqoo  arait/^da  x^"^Xat  a  al  aidt  laioH  v 
bca  ixdm  aoaM  loa.  ob  I  oiot  eloi^  mid  baifaa  lodXat)  ,idaaXXIafi 

«Xatiafi  adl  la^ta  aooa  laqaqaaaa  a^iidciadaO  adt  at  baXaiiq 

a 

,iaqaA3{aBiK>d  a  gotitd  yd  ledxescx  xXxmat  adx  qaed  oX  xqoiaixa'btb  lodxaf 
•  leXaXii  alii  lot  X/iaa  loXXat  .X£X  eaiBcaa  stoH  'ladSoabatAo  adtaom  «at  a  at  tud 


Amy  Stuart,  to  com©  and  help  car©  for  grandmother c  Within  a  short  time  Aunt  Amy 
contracted  mllhlegc  and  died  before  grandmother  did.  Thus,  in  less  than  twelve 
months,  father  lost  his  wife,  his  sister  and  his  mother , 

A  short  time  later  he  hired  a  lady,  we  were  told  to  call  Aunt  Perkins,  for 
a  housekeeper,  A  little  later  Laura  Mhel  Stroud,  about  seventeen  years  old, 
became  our  housekeeper.  After  a  few  months,  when  I  was  about  four  years  old, 
Laura  became  father second  wife^ 

She  was  the  only  mother  that  1  e'fer  really  knew.  Considering  she  was  only 
about  eighteen  when  she  married  father,  who  at  that  time  was  forty--fl?e,  I  think 
she  tried  7ery  hard  to  be  a  good  mother  to  me.  Between  her  marriage  and  1910, 
she  had  giten  birth  to  ten  children  of  her  own. 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  most  of  the  time  1  was  growing  up,  she  was  either 
carrying  a  baby  or  nursing  one,  she  was  able  to  do  a  tremendous  amount  of  work, 

I  donH  know  how  the  family  could  ha^e  gotten  along  without  her  being  in  good 
health, 

I  ha‘?e  met  few  women  who  could  work  so  fast  and  accomplish  so  much  down^ 
right,  hard  work  as  she  did.  In  other  chapters  I  tell  how  the  family  was  able 
to  Hire  on  a  ¥ery  small  cash  income,  because  so  much  food  and  clothing  was  pro¬ 
vided  by  homa  projects,  laum  was  good  at  all  of  them. 

In  the  future,  unless  otherwise  pointed  cut,  when  I  mention  the  term  mother 
I  will  be  thinking  of  Laura,  I  was  often  able  to  talie  over  my  problems  with  her, 
better  than  I  could  talk  to  father,  because  as  a  wocaan,  she  seemed  to  understand 
a  boy'^'s  problons  pretty  well,  She  tried  to  encourage  me  to  stand  on  my  own  feet, 
to  believe  in  myself  and  what  I  could  do. 

When  nearing  the  of  twenty,  I  thought  I  had  a  chance  to  leave  home  and 
attend  a  college  acadamy,  Father  discouraged  me.  Mother  told  him  my  younger 
brothers  could  take  m?  place  on  the  farm,  I  needed  mors  schooling,  and  if  I  was 
willing  to  work  for  most  of  my  eaipenses,  he  should  let  me  go,  I^hls  was  the  start 
of  my  career  as  a  teacher  in  lo-wn  Publlic  ^Scltiools  for  twenty-six  years.  All  honor 
to  Laura  Ethel  Stroud  who  was  a  good  mother  to  me. 


II 


.  ybA  rxKiA  »ait  tzodu  A  amttfl  ^zetiioabiurt^  lol  riAc  qX^il  boA  tano  of  ,  xtoA  I 
orlowf  oAiif  attiU  ai  ,bib  lal^fo(S^fLM9^  fceXb  bcA  t^A^:tAZtaod 

mid  barn  Hofntm  |6lXv  aid  .^dtuoea 

^  4[  ,  ^ 

lol  tnuk  jLmm  of  btof  aw  «tbaX  n  ^7ji£  omit  i'zoda  A 

«Mo  aiA»Y  fiaatoevaa  ^buo^/tt  'Ieda^•8  olttfl  A  . 

.bic  rxa!»Y  vi/ol  taodm  fimm  I  amdw  ,mdtaoei  tal  «  isttA  ^laqaesfat^/bd  noo  dois^acf 

*Alriw  bao99a  orwed 

t/To  AM  »da  ^eiahtBiicO  .vocal  \tLmmr  loro  I  fmif  nmdfom  Y^ffo  ads  aav  eda  ■ 
jiaXdl  I  ,etxl-t3Mot  tav  aai/  todt  Xa  odw  .*X9{itat  boiiiaffl  edc  flodv  ao.sjdal*  i^joda 
,OXi?X  bna  ©saxiidiB  lod  fiMvxefl  *5ca  ot  lodtoo  bocv?^  a  mi  of  biad  <tar  :boxit  sde 
'  •£  »avo  7911  \o  floibXicId  no#  of.dS'iti  amvi^  tad  oda 

.  ;  A  »  ^  J  i| 

R  '  I  ‘  * 

dmdflm  eav  mdm  ,qi#  jialvoTts  aaw  I  emit  mdi  to  l«oro  fmdf  toat  edt  to  eixqa  al 
•diov  to  taaooA  ex/obaecnait  a  ob  ot  alda  eav  ada  .aao  ^niiTjvfl  *10  x^md  a  i^arx^imm 
boc^  at  ^iad  lod  fuodttm  ^uoXa  aatfo^  erad  biuoo  qXiisat  add  mod  moaSL  t^aob  Z  * 

,d)laad 

-avcb  doom  os  dsIXqao^oa  boa  fmalSL  ca  diov  bXiioo  odv  aemov  vat  tan  at  ad  1 
aXda  saw  tXiaiat  ad#  vod  XXat  I  s^atqaOo  ladto  aX  .bib  adajia  ^ow  btad  wdsii. 
sAv  ;^idtoId  baa  boot  ibiSQ  oa  asi/aoad  ,aiBooai  di^ao  IXans^^af  a  00  mftl  of 

^  .fliedt  to  XXa  ta  boos  ataal  .atoatiOiq  ©mod  babif 

sedtom  niat  adt  aolfaom  I  aedw  .too  bataloq  eslinadio  ewmlaa-  , ana ftif  adt  al  ^ 

.Tad  dtia  aaaidoTq  ym  toto  Hat  ot  aXda  aattb  «a#  I  .^li^ai  to  s.irialdt  ad  iXiw  1 
boa^rsTabajj  ot  baaaae  ade  ^aamov  a  aa  asaaoed  iiedtat  of  Mlat  blt/00  I  aadt  Tsttad 
•  X®  00  baafm  of  am  asATi/oo^a  ot  beXTt  ed8  .XXaa  xttatq  analdotq  a 

f  .Ob  bXtfoa  X  tadv  baa  tleavm  at  mrmil&d  ot  . 

-  .  i  »..  ,i  •  .  L?  . 

boa  amod  ataaX  ot  eoaado  a  bad  J  tds^odt  I  ,x^dairr  to  as*  adt  sdiTaair  nadW  '  '^■' 
•tapfiaox  jp  mid  blot  nadtoM  .am  ba®aT0oo8ib  Tadtat  .Ytobba^a^aSAXXoo  a  tamifa 
saw  I  tx  boM  .SAXXoodoa  aTooi  bmtmaa  I  .enat  odt  ao  aoalq  eoiat  bi^oo  miadiori  ^ 
^’^Ats  adJ  lav  sidt  ,os  ««  teX  ulsrodt  ad  ,«faA0aq*a  XP  ¥c.  tsom  Tot  dTow  of  satlXtm 
loaod  XXA  .s^aax  xis^x^oAWt  Tot  aXoodod.  olXdc/*l  avol  Al  zmdv>amt  a  ma  laarao  xp  to  t 
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BUYING  A  FARM 


•^ry,  let^s  kill  the  fatted  calf  and  celebrate  this  day. 

For  the  dreadful  mortgage  on  the  farm  at  last  is  wiped  away„ 

DonH  all  we  Yankees  celebrate  the  Fourth  day  of  July^, 

Because  Hwas  then  that  Freedom's  sun  lit  up  our  Nations '’s  sky? 

Then  why  should  we  not  celebrate  this  day  and  Ne^er  forget, 

For  is  there  any  liberty  like  being  out  of  debt?*^ 

Author  unknowQo 

One  Sunday  evening  in  September  of  1903  my  sister  Bertha  and  I  were  riding  horses 
to  attend  the  Christian  Endeavor  at  the  old  Bethel  churchy  As  we  Jogged  along,  I  be¬ 
gan  to  quote  the  above  lines »  Bertha  remarked,  ’'I  hope  we  can  say  that  about  our 
farm  in  a  few  days,*^ 

There  is  a  one  hundred  and  twenty  acre  tract  of  land  in  Jefferson  Township, 
Mahaska  County,  lowSo  This  tract  is  identified  in  the  office  of  the  county  re-- 
corder  as,  ’’The  east  ^  of  the  southwest  i  of  section  24,  and  the  northwest  i  of 
the  southwest  ^  of  section  24,  Township  74,  Range  17 

The  records  also  show  that  Ao  Co  Mott  placed  a  $500,00  mortgage  on  the  east 
half  of  that  quarter  section  in  the  year  1879,  B.  B*  Lindlay  was  the  mortgagee. 

This  mortgage  was  sold  to  G,  Mott,  father'' s  brother,  November  26,  1681,  and  re-¬ 
sold  to  Jane  Plum,  my  mother^s  sister,  September  13,  1802.  Satisfaction  of  mort-= 
gage  released  by  Jane  McFall  (the  former  Jane  Plum)  October  8,  1880 ,  This  mort= 
gage  drew  10'^  interest . 

Ao  Co  Mott  placed  another  mortage  on  the  entire  farm,  February  29,  1880 <». 

The  morgagee  in  this  case  was  Harriet  Plum,  who  later  became  my  mother.  I  did 
not  find  any  record  of  satisfaction  of  this  mortgage,  I  suppose  when  Harriet 
married  A,  C.  Mott,  the  property  was  owned  Jointly.  On  Nov^ber  14,  1898,  Ao  C. 

Mott  and  Laura  Mott  placed  a  mortgage  of  $700,00  on  the  entire  farm.  The  mort¬ 
gagee  was  Ruth  Lowman,  The  interest  rate  was  6’^,  It  was  the  thought  of  being 
able  to  pay  off  this  mortgage  that  caused  the  conversation  quoted  at  the  beginning 
of  this  story.  So  far  as  county  records  show,  no  other  mortgage  was  ever  placed 
on  this  farm  as  long  as  it  was  in  the  Mott  nameo 

Even  though  the  price  paid  for  some  of  the  home  acres  was  only  $7 ,00  per 
acre,  it  was  not  easy  to  buy  a  farm  between  1880  and  1900 o  Interest  rates  were 
6%  and  10^,  The  price  of  farm  products  was  lowo  In  the  fall  of  1896  com  sold 
for  19  cents  per  bushel.  Potatoes  sold  for  25  cents  per  bushel.  Some  years 
hogs  sold  for  from  3  to  5  cents  per  pound,  I  remember  riding  in  the  farm  wagon 
fifteen  miles,  when  father  delivered  oats  for  15  cents  per  bushel. 

After  1903  father  frequently  borrowed  money  from  the  local  banks,  either 
in  Bussey  or  Oskalcosa,  on  short  term  loans.  The  only  security  he  gave  was  his 
personal  note.  In  all  his  dealings  with  banks,  he  never  had  an  experience  with 
a  bank  failure,  until  after  he  had  sold  his  livestock  and  farm  equipment  and 
tnoved  to  Eddy vi lie,  A  few  days  after  he  moved  he  went  into  the  Eddy vi lie  bank 
to  cash  some  checks.  The  banker,  learning  father  was  living  in  Eddyville,  asked 
Father  to  do  his  banking  there.  Father  deposited  about  $1200,00,  A  few  days 
later  the  bank  closed  its  doors.  It  was  not  until  sane  months  after  father" a 
death  that  mother  collected  something  like  $120,00,  (about  10*^  of  the  original 
deposit)  ,  from  the  assets  of  the  defunct  bank. 

The  deed  for  the  sale  of  our  farm  to  Mr,  Chapman  was  dated  November  27, 

1920,  This  deed  was  recorded  four  days  later. 
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■During  his  entire  lifetime,  father  never  received  a  pension  of  any  kind.  He 
had  no  farm  subsidy,  no  government  price  support,  no  soil  bank  paycnent,  no  Social 
Security,  no  reduction  in  taxes  through  Homestead  Exemption.  Yet  during  the  years 
after  he  was  thirty^five,  he  raised  a  family  of  13  children,  bought  a  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acre  farm,  on  a  shoe  string,  and  left  it  free  frcm  debt. 

In  the  suomer  of  1959  I  went  back  to  the  old  farm.  All  the  buildings  we  had 
were  gone.  Only  a  few  acres  of  the  best  part  of  the  farm  were  in  cultivated  crops. 
All  the  rest  had  been  seeded  to  pasture  where  cattle  graced, 

A  wide  road,  suitable  for  large  trucks,  entered  the  farm  at  the  gate  on  the 
highway,  and  extended  clear  across  our  farm,  over  on  to  the  land  east  of  us,  formerly 
owned  by  Marsh  Underwood,  The  Underwood  farm  was  being  torn  up  by  bulldozers  and 
draglines  to  take  out  coal  from  a  strip  mine. 

I  was  told  by  an  employee  of  the  B.  B,  Shinn  Coal  Company  that  his  company  had 
an  option  on  about  four  hundred  acres  of  coal  land  on  the  Underwood  and  adjoining 
farms.  They  expected  within  the  next  two  years  to  begin  strip  mining  on  the  old 
Mott  farm. 

When  father  bought  the  farm  he  knew  there  was  some  coal  under  the  land.  He 
lived  for  years  hoping  he  could  sell  the  coal  rights  at  a  profit .  There  was  a  mine 
at  White  City,  about  one  mile  north  of  our  farm.  The  Greenridge  Coal  Mine  took 
coal  just  a  few  rods  from  the  southeast  comer  of  our  land.  Father  never  got  to 
profit  from  the  coal,  I  hate  to  think  that  those  fields  and  meadows,  where  I 
played  as  a  boy,  and  where  I  farmed  as  a  young  man,  will  soon  be  tom  up  and  left 
just  a  succession  of  sharp  ridges  and  deep  holes.  Nothing  is  more  ugly,  to  ray 
mind,  than  land  ravaged  by  strip  mining. 
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THE)  FARM  HOME) 


"These  and  the  house  where  I  was  born. 

Low  and  little  and  black  and  old, 

With  children,  many  as  it  could  hold.**  —  Alice  Cary 

Our  house  was  low,  and  little,  and  black  and  old.  It  consisted  of  four  rooms 
and  a  path.  We  bad  no  running  water. 

To  my  knowledge,  the  outside  of  the  house  never  felt  one  drop  of  paint.  No 
brick  or  stone  chimneys  were  ever  built. 

Two  stovepipes  ran  straight  up  through  the  celling  and  out  through  the  roof 
at  the  highest  point.  The  stovepipes  were  carefully  inspected  each  year.  As  soon 
as  a  Joint  of  pipe  showed  signs  of  being  defective  it  was  discarded  and  replaced  with 
a  new  one. 

During  all  the  time  I  was  at  home  we  had  two  stoves.  A  wood  or  coal  burning 
range  was  in  the  kitchen  the  year  round.  As  soon  as  the  nights  became  a  little 
frosty,  the  heating  stove  was  put  up  in  our  living  room.  It  would  remain  there 
until  the  days  became  warm  in  the  spring.  Then  it  was  taken  down  and  stored  in 
one  of  our  out  buildings. 

We  always  had  wall  to  wall  carpeting  in  our  living  room  during  the  fall  and 
winter  months .  The  carpet  was  made  by  one  of  our  neighbor  ladies  who  had  a  loom 
for  weaving  rag  carpets.  Sometimes  mother  would  work  for  weeks  to  get  enough 
carpet  rags,  cut  from  discarded  clothing,  sewed  together  and  wound  into  balls,  to 
make  the  required  number  of  pounds  of  carpet  string.  Then  she  would  take  these 
balls  of  string  to  the  weaver  where  they  would  be  woven  Into  strips  of  carpet, 
one  yard  wide.  These  strips  were  sewed  together,  using  a  darning  needle  and  car^ 
pet  warp,  to  make  a  carpet  the  right  size  for  the  room. 

Before  the  stove  was  set  up  in  the  fall,  we  went  to  the  straw  stack,  which 
we  always  had  after  we  had  done  our  threshing,  and  brought  back  a  large  sheet 
full  of  bright,  clean  straw.  The  straw  was  spread  evenly  over  the  floor  and  the 
carpet  was  spread  over  it  and  tacked  down  with  carpet  tacks. 

A  zinc  covered  platform,  about  one  inch  thick,  was  placed  near  the  center  of 
the  room.  The  stove  was  set  on  this  platform  so  that  sparks,  falling  from  the 
stove  would  not  set  the  carpet  on  fire. 

One  of  the  first  heating  stoves  I  can  remember  was  a  wood  burner.  It  was 
oblong  in  shape  and  stood  on  four  legs.  The  longer  part  of  the  stove  was 
parallel  with  the  floor  and  about  ton  inches  above  it.  Big  sticks  of  wood  could 
be  fed  to  the  fire  through  a  large  door  in  one  end  of  the  stove. 

When  a'  small  boy  I  used  to  love  to  lie  on  the  warm  carpet  near  this  stove  on 

a  cold  winter  evening. 

I  have  had  a  great  deal  of  trouble  in  my  time  because  I  was  not  very  good  at 

spelling.  Were  it  not  for  a  good  dictionary,  I  would  not  be  able  to  do  the  writ¬ 

ing  I  am  trying  to  do  now.  But  there  was  one  word  I  learned  to  spell  soon  after 
I  learned  my  A,  B.  COs.  That  word  is  Cincinnati.  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  was  cast  in 
large  letters  on  the  side  of  that  wood  stove.  Every  night  that  I  lay  on  the  carpet 
near  the  stove,  I  spelled  those  two  words  over  and  over  to  myself. 

When  father  first  moved  onto  the  farm,  there  were  two  separate,  one-room 
houses.  He  moved  them  together  and  made  a  two-room  house  with  a  kind  of  leanto 
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shed  on  the  north.  As  the  family  grew,  and  more  room  was  badly  needed,  two  bed¬ 
rooms  were  added,  to  make  the  total  of  four  rooms. 

The  kitchen  was  large  enough  to  serve  as  a  dining  room.  The  floor  space  was 
about  14  by  16  feet.  The  living  room  was  nearly  as  large.  The  two  bedrooms  were 
each  about  8  by  14  feet.  In  this  housd  we  often  had  six  beds.  Two  were  in  the 
living  room  and  two  in  each  bedroom. 

During  the  first  twenty  years  of  my  life,  I  never  slept  at  home  on  anything 
but  a  straw  mattress.  Mother  made  a  large  bag  from  bed  ticking,  the  size  to  fit  the 
bed,  and  thick  enough  to  hold  several  inches  of  straw.  About  the  time  we  put  up 
the  heating  stove,  all  the  bed  ticks  would  be  emptied  and  washed.  The  old  straw 
would  be  burned  outside  the  house.  Then  the  clean  ticks  would  be  filled  so  full 
of  bright,  clean  stra|i  that  for  the  first  night  or  two  a  little  kid  would  have 
trouble  climbing  into  it.  But  the  straw  would  gradually  pack  down  until  the  next 
spring.  At  house  cleaning  time  all  the  ticks  would  get  another  cleaning  and  filling. 

The  walls  of  our  house  were  built  with  2  by  4'’s  for  studding.  Building  paper 
was  nailed  to  the  outside  of  the  studding  and  covered  with  weather  boarding.  The 
inside  of  the  studding  was  covered  with  wood  lathe  and  plaster.  There  was  no 
extra  Insulation  like  on  houses  of  today. 

On  the  coldest  winter  days  we  kept  warm  by  burning  lots  of  fuel.  Father  was 
always  very  cautious  about  fire.  He  never  left  the  fires  burning  all  night  unless 
someone  was  sick  and  it  was  necessary  for  some  member  of  the  family  to  remain  awake. 

r 

Regardless  of  the  cold,  both  fires  were  allowed  to  go  out  soon  after  bedtime. 

It  sometimes  required  a  big  pile  of  bed  clothes  to  keep  us  warm,  but  mother  always 
managed  to  have  the  covers.  As  the  family  grew  she  made  and  quilted  many  quilts, 
each  with  a  distinct  pattern,  like  the  Log  Cabin,  the  Monkey  Wrench,  and  others. 

The  number  of  covers  on  the  bed  was  determined  by  the  temperature  for  the  night. 

For  some  reason  the  family  had  the  notion  that  fresh  air  was  vital  to  health. 
Unless  the  weather  was  very  stormy,  a  window  would  be  left  partly  open  all  night. 
After  I  had  been  working  away  from  home  for  a  few  years,  I  went  home  for  a  visit. 

I  slept  in  bed  with  brother  Ziba.  Wesley  and  Fred  were  sleeping  in  the  other  bed 
in  that  room.  The  room  had  a  door  opening  to  the  outside.  The  next  morning  there 
was  snow  on  top  of  our  bed  because  the  door  had  been  left  open  all  night. 

Water  was  often  frozen  in  the  water  pail  in  the  kitchen  at  night.  The  person 
who  got  up  first  would  break  the  ice  in  order  to  fill  the  teakettle  which  was 
placed  on  the  range  as  soon  as  the  fire  was-  started. 

In  order  to  start  fires  quickly,  a  bushel  of  cobs  would  be  provided  the 
night  before.  As  a  snail  boy  -it  was  ray  job  to  see  that  this  bushel  of  cobs 
was  brought  in,  before  dark.  Sometimes  we  would  shell  corn  with  the  hand  power 

sheller.  Then  we  would  have  clean,  dry  cobs.  Often  I  had  to  go  out  into  the 

pen  where  we  fed  the  hogs  and  pick  up  cobs  that  were  not  always  dry.  The  wet 
cobs  would  bo  dried  out  in  the  oven  of  the  kitchen  range.  Before  going  to  bed 
father  would  see  that  at  least  two  cobs  were  stood  on  end  inside  a  small  can  of 
coal  oil  to  soak  until  morning. 

The  person  who  built  the  fires,  first  dixnped  the  ashes  from  the  grates, 

touched  a  match  to  one  of  the  oiled  cobs  and  dropped  the  blazing  cob  into  the 

stove.  One  half  bushel  of  cobs  was  tlirown  into  the  stove.  In  a  few  minutes  wood 
or  coal  was  added  to  the  fire.  The  stove  soon  became  so  hot  that  the  drafts  were 
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closed.  The  house  was  comfortably  warm  in  about  one  half  hour  from  the  time  the  fire 
builder  got  up.  Father  was  usually  the  fire  builder^  but  during  the  last  two  or 
three  winters  I  was  hcme^  I  often  built  the  fireSo 

Is  soon  as  the  rooms  were  warm,  mother  got  up  and  started  preparing  breakfast. 
The  older  children  were  called,  i-fter  they  got  dressed »  near  the  warm  stove,  they 
helped  the  younger  ones  to  dress. 

Our  furniture  was  of  a  rather  non^descript  nature.  There  was  always  a  high 
chair  for  the  youngest  child.  Usually  there  were  two  good,  big  rocking  chairs, 
in  which  father  and  mother  loved  to  sit  and  rest  after  the  evening  work  was  done. 

I  think  all  of  us  remember ^  hew  as  small  children »  we  climbed  upon  father°8  knee, 
as  he  sat  in  the  big  rocking  chair,  and  listened  to  him  sing,  ’’Darling  Nellie 
Gray’’,  ’’Farmers®  Boy*®,  ’’Little  Brown  Jug®’,  Sweet  Alice  Ben  Bolt”,  ”The  Man  on  The 
Flying  Trapeae”,  ’’Alas  and  Did  My  Savior  Bleed”,  ”At  the  Cross” d  aiid  ”Sweet  Hour 
of  Prayer”. 

The  dining  room  table  was  of  pine,  and  so  large,  that  with  esetension  leaves, 
it  could  seat  twelve  people  at  once.  We  had  a  smaller  drop-leaf  table  made  of  solid 
black  walnut.  It  was  kept  in  the  house  foi*  a  while.  For  several  years  it  was  used 
out=of-doors  as  a  place  on  which  to  sun  and  air  crocks,  pans  and  pails  used  in  our 
dairy.  I  do  not  know  whatever  became  of  that  walnut  table.  I  wish  I  could  have  it 
now,  in  as  good  a  shape  as  the  first  time  I  saw  it.  I  could  make  a  beautiful  piece 
out  of  it.  People  of  that  day  did  not  appreciate  the  b^uty  of  black  walnut  furni¬ 
ture.  Perhaps  It  was  too  easily  acquired. 

Most  of  our  chairs  were  of  the  straight  back  type.  Once  father  bought  seme 
chairs  with  cane  bottoms.  As  the  bottoms  of  these  chairs  wore  out  they  were  re¬ 
placed  by  nailing  a  i&hln  chair  seat  over  the  original  bottom. 

There  was  a  large  wood  cupboard  in  one  corner  of  the  kitchen.  Most  of  the 
dishes  were  kept  there.  Among  these  dishes  wore  some  China  plates  (Ironstone), 
mad©  in  England.  When  brother  Wesley  was  in  England  during  World  War  I,  he  saw 
the  factory  still  making  that  brand  of  chinaware.  Some  wood  shelves  were  made 
in  another  corner  of  the  kitchen  for  storing  pots  and  pans.  Near  the  kitchen 
stove  was  a  large  wood  box.  It  was  my  duty  to  fill  this  box  with  wood  each  night 
for  the  next  day’s  burning. 

The  kitchen  floor  was  bare  pins  boards.  This  floor  was  usually  scrubbed  three 
times  per  week.  On  cold  winter  days  the  scrub  water  often  froze  on  the  floor  be- 
fore  it  got  dry% 

In  the  living  room  was  a  large  cabinet  we  called  the  safe.  It  had  two  large 
doors  with  tin  panels.  On  each  panel  was  a  large  star  formed  by  punching  holes 
through  the  tin.  Sister  Pearl  now  has  this  safe  In  her  Oekaloosa  hoccie. 

A  small  walnut  piece,  called  the  bureau,  always  stood  on  top  of  the  safe. 

It  was  a  chest  of  drawers  about  seventeen  inches  high,  eighteen  inches  wide,  and 
ten  inches  deep  from  front  to  back.  It  had  five  little  drawers  suitable  for  hold¬ 
ing  spools  of  thread,  buttons  and  other  sewing  materials.  Uncle  John  Plum,  mother’s 
brother,  made  this  piece  and  gave  it  to  mother  before  she  was  ODsarried.  Ha  must  have 
spent  a  number  of  hours  building  It  with  nothing  b'ut  band  tools.  I  now  have  this 
piece  in  my  home.  1  consider  it  a  valuable  keepsake. 

Our  safe  was  used  for  storing  linens,  and  things  of  that  nature.  There  were 
no  closets  built  into  this  house.  Two  large  wood  boxes  were  stored  in  the  bedrooms 
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Xad#  (avoaa  orraw  adt  laao  4£ieaarx5  tos  *6«Xfaa  aiaw  aarbXiuAa  lebXo  odT 

^  '  iaaeiJb  oa  aaao  lagfli/ot  a4a  b^qlad 

-  v*  <  0  ^ 

d^td  a  i\amLa  aaw  a^edT  •arrdtaa  ^lT3aaCi«&ofl  Tadtari  a  lo  aaw  enyticru;!  tuO 

.a'lXada  saxidoi  aid  «6ooa  aiaw  anexia  xllainV  sze^auox  ^df  •'.ot  rtXatfa 

•  aoob  aa«  jfiow  aoXoara  ad^  laltaiaaei  baa  at#  oa  ba^oi  iddaoa  baa  rotd*  aX 

.aainl^t^.Yedaat  aoqu  badiaxXo  a«  ,aa*xbXXila  llaam  aa  aod  4xadai»iii»i  nu^to  xia  inxxf#  I 
f  aXXXaH  aaiiiaC'’  .jitaXa  taid  of  baaafatl  baa  tazad:>  axd  ada  ai  tae  ad  aa 

adl^  oo  aaU  adl**  »**fXoS  aaS  aoxXA  aaaw8  4*30^  aworrS  aX^axJ^  ‘'aiactriaf*’  ^'’xaaO  '*'; 

iu7oB  a’eovBf*  baa  4*eaot0  ada  tA*  t^boolfl  ^oltaB^  boa  aalA"  (^ataqaiT  i^aixZ^ 

*  ■■  Vi  !5pi  *■'  ‘  i|**T9.Xi8*rt  .TjO  "'*•.* 


•  aavaaX  oolaoaaia  daxa.  aada  ta^xal  oa  boa  sOiflq  "fo  ham  aXdad  aoox  j^oiaXb  adT 
bxXoa  16  abaa  aXda^  laai-qoxb  ^aXXaaia  a  bad  aW^  •aoao  ta' aXqoaq<  avXavt  X-aaa  bXooa'^tX 
baitf  eat  dX  rtaax  Ianta«aa  lot  .aXldw  a  lol  aaaod'adx  «x  ^qei  aaa  tl  ^JaaLaw  ^aXd 
100  aX  beai;  aXxaq  baa  aoaq  ,a3l90id  iXa  baa  ana  09  Mobdw  ao  eoaiq  a.aa  hioob--loa#ao 
XI  afad  bXood  I  daXv  I  .aXdaX  tualam  9adt  lo  amaoad  lataXada  aoiuf  9oa  ob  Z  «viXab 
eaeXq  Xi/lXXi/aad  a  alam  bX^o  1  «tX  vaa  1  e{nXX~'xaiXl  edx  aa  aqada  a  boog  aa^oX  «aoa 
-iaiifl  taalaa  doaXd  lo  xT^apd  edt  ataXoaiqqa  Xoa  bib  x^b  9ad9  to  aXqoat  »XX  lo  9tfo 

.baiXi/pa^,  XXXeaa  ooX  kjsw  ft  aqadiat  .aiox 


aar>B  Xdguod  ladXal  aoaO  »aqx^  3toad  Xdglaita  edt  lo  naa  aiXado  100  lo  XaoM  ^  ■  •'  ^ 

-»i  aiaa  X(*dx  tuo  aiov  aiXado  eaadX  lo  aiooXtod  adi  aA  .aeooXxod  aoao  drtw  aatado 

40oXXod  Xaax^Xio  adJ  lefo  laaa  iXada  aldf  a  gfiXXXao  xd  ^ooaXq  ' 

■Sa  *  **  b; 

ad^  lo  XsoM  .aaJoftd  ad<3r  lo  rmnoo  aao  aX^biaodqjcfd  l>ooa^6siAX  a  %aa  aiedS  ^  '  » 

•  (anotanoil )  aa^aXq  aaXdC  Mnoa  oia«  aadsXb  a&adJ  guooi^  .oiadt  rqost  aiaa  iodaib 

vaa  ad  ,Z  taW  bXiof  gnxiob  bitaXgiifl  aX  aaw  x&Xaall^  ladXoid  oadi  .baalgiitf  sX  abaai 
abaa  ariaw  aaiXeda  booa  booS  ,aiawaflido  lo  baaid  fad/  i^aXifAa  XXlf  a  x^oXoal  adf 
aadoftd  odi  *iaaU  .aoaq  baa  atoq  gslioxa  lol  dad-.^tJbl  adf  lo^'iaaioo  la^ixoaa  al  - 

td^ia  doaa  Xkxjw  dfXa  xod  axdf'^XXH  Of  <idm  fl  .xod  boow"^  dgiaX  a  aoa  aaofa  j  i  ;; 

-  ’  .goiaxud  0*xab  fxaa  ©4/  icl  ^ 

''‘f"  p  e'  ,f»  j  *' 

aaodt  bAddiTXoa  xXXajiatr  aaw  looXl  aXdT  .abiaod  aolq  aiad  baw  ,iooXl  aedotXi  adl  j 

-ad  100X1  add  no  aaoil  aaflo  letW  daiaa  eda  &x*^  lataXa  bXoo  aO  .Maaa  laqiaaoiXf  V 

,Xib  fog  fX  ©lol 

*  ■  ’  >  - 

agiaX  oaf  had  f  Z  •alae  adf  beXXaa  at  taaldao  egiai  a  aaa  oiooi  gaxaXi  adf  al 

aaXod  gaidaoiiq  xd  bacnot  lala  agiai  a  aaw  Xaaaq  doaa  aO  .sXsoaq  alt  dfX«r  aroob  f 

aoioii  aacoXairHO  lad  at  alaa  aXdf  aad  aos  Xiaoi  lofaiS  ^  ,aXf  adf  rl^^uoidf  }  ■ 

olaa  ad^  lo  qof  ao  boofa  a\aw£a  ^uaaiud  edt  balla:^  «aoaXq  fvaLaa  Xlama  A  t  j 

baa  «abXa  badd«zX  aea/d^Za  .dgld  aedooX  aeafaoraa  fuoda  eTeaatb.  lo  faaao'^a  earn  tl  f  i 

-blod  lal  oldattua  e*te«aib  aitXxX  etil  tad  9l  •doad  ot  tnc/il  ooil  qaab  aadoai  aaf  1/ 

a*iadtbei  .merit  odoT.  ef;:>a0  .aleXiatiim  iSaXtaa  ledto  baa  aaotfad  ^baaidf  lo  alooqa  goi  j  j 

•wad  9atn9  bB  .boi'naai  */»a  edt  atolad  ledtodi  ot  tX  aiag  boa  ajaiq  axdf  ataas  .ledfald  1 

aXdt  arad  aoo  1  aXoot  betad  to'^  ^aX-Itoa  dtl«  fx  gaxbXX(/d  aix^od  lo  ledeai/a  a  toeqa 

'  .edaeqaed  oXdat'Xav'  a  ft  labtbaoo  I  ,e.aod^Xin  ax  ooeAq 

o  .  4 

aia*  eiedl  ,aK^faa  radt  lo  a^tdt  baa  ,aaafliX  gaiiote  lol' baaii  eaa  elaa  u/0  ,’**( 

6ia3oibad  edt  aX  befota  eioa  aaaod  ibooa  agial  ovT  t>hi#od  aXdt  ofal  tXlird  afaaoXs  oa 


to  hold  quilta,  clothing  and  blankets o  Father  had  a  big  trunk  which  was  kept  locked » 
because  it  contained  keepsakes  and  valuable  papers « 

The  only  tina©  piece  we  had  in  our  home  for  years  was  an  old  fashioned,  Seth 
Thomas,  weight  clock,  which  had  to  be  wound  eYery  day.  Father  always  wound  the 
clock  at  bedtime o  On  very  rare  occasions  we  might  want  to  get  up  extra  early.  The 
night  before  father  wound  the  alarm  on  the  clock.  It  happened  a  few  times  that  the 
clock  stopped,  because  it  was  not  wound.  Then  we  would  set  the  clock  by  guess  until 
the  time  of  day  when  father  could  stand  in  our  south  kitchen  door  and  watch  the  sun¬ 
shine  come  straight  into  the  door.  Then  the  clock  was  set  at  12  noon. 

Watches  were  pretty  expensive  in  those  days.  Few  farmers  owned  a  watch.  When 
we  were  working  in  our  fields  in  the  summer,  we  learned  to  tell  time  fairly  accur¬ 
ately  by  watching  the  position  of  the  sun.  One  of  our  neighbors  bought  a  large  bell 
»nd  suspended  it  on  a  tall  polo  in  his  yard.  The  ladies  of  the  house  rang  that 
dinner  boll  when  it  was  time  to  call  the  men  from  the  fields. 

In  spite  of  our  house  as  I  have  described  it,  it  was  a  real  home.  It  saw  a 
”Heap  0®  Livin^.  During  the  forty  odd  years  father  was  there,  three  people,  my 
mother,  my  aunt,  and  my  paternal  grandmother,  all  died  in  this  house,  within  one 
yearns  time.  Twelve  children  were  bom  there.  None  of  the  children  were  born  in 
a  hospital.  For  some  there  was  no  doctor.  A  neighbor  lady  acted  as  mid-wife. 

Today  all  trace  of  that  house  is  gone.  It  was  torn  down  soon  after  our  farm 
was  sold.  But  in  memory  I  can  still  see  it  as  it  was  when  I  was  small.  To  me  it 
was  a  real  home.  Father  told  me  that  when  he  was  growing  up,  his  father°s  family 
moved  so  frequently  from  one  rented  farm  to  another  there  was  no  place  father  could 
remember  as  his  boyhood  home. 

I  am  glad  father  bought  the  farm  and  made  it  possible  for  me  to  live  there 
twenty  years.  That  old  farm  will  always  be  home  to  me.  I  cannot  drive  past  it  now 
without  feeling  I  would  like  to  drive  up  the  lane  to  the  old  house  and  spend  the ^ 
night . 
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V 


boiCooi  tqet  9M9  aotjlm  ilnmf  b  btui  itidSst  .nte'iBBid  baa  ^tdfolo  t%tLtvp  hLod  of 


9^aqAq  oldsulMW^bnA  se^aaqae^  bafllai^oos  tl  etUmoBd 


dtaS  ,boaotdBB(t  &Xo  as  «j9*  wood  tuo  ot  bAdrOw  eoBtq  mtf 

ads  baooB  e^0«Xa  •tadfat  ,x^b  ^Bta  Uauow'BtS  of  had  doidf  tdoolo  tdp^Jtaw  \aaoodT 
edt  artixa  qu  lea  <^f  ^daa  IdaXm  an  Molaaodo  aten  xraw  aO  ^,Bmtityad  ta  Moola 

adf  tadt  aamtt  vel  a  kanaqqad  tl  .sCooXd  adt  ao  mala  adt  baooff  ledte)  eToletf  fd^ta 
Ilf  no  tteea  ^olo^adf  faa  bloom  aw  nedT  .baimw  too  aamfl  aaoaoad  ^baqqofq  ipoXo 
<^«;a  adf  dofew  baa  loob  nadotld  dtuoa  100  at  baafa  bluoo  nadfa\  aadm  rab  To  ealt  adt 


i^nmoa  amU  Ilaf  of  batnaal  am  « leoKU/ft ' ed|  at  aiXdlT'iuo  fll  ^aldiom  onam  am' 

ad  a^iaX  a  tr^ood  aioddsXea  too  to  eaO  ,aiia  adf^*to  aotflaoq  adt  ^nLdafam  yd  yXeta* 
tadf  gaa^  aatjod  edl  to  eeibai  eiiT  »b7ay  aid  at  eloq  Ilat  a  ao  tl  babaaqatm  ba0 


‘  '^ebXeit  adt  taoil  aam  adt  Hao  of  aadt  aam  tt^aadm  llad^'ieaalb 


a  vaa  il  .acoQii  laai  a  aam  tl  ,tl  bedl^oceb  amad  I  sa  esuod  xx/o  to  atlqi  al 
\o  .aXqoeq  aa'idf  ^azadt^aam  xedlal  ataey  bbo  y^ot  edl  .*alvXi  *0  qaoH” 

aoo  oldtlm^^aatfpd  aldt  al  balb  XXa  ^xedlooboaxil  lasnataq  ym  baa  ^taoa  yn  .ledtoiB 
al  fltod  axea  aanbltdo  edlAto  ocoH  .eiedl  atod  enam  aa'ibltds  aflawT  ,amtt  a'xaey 
;etla-bXa  aa  betoa  ybaX  loddaiea  ^  .xotoob  oa  aaw  Vredl  ecuoa  lof  ,  lailqidA-'a  ‘ 

arrat  luo  xelta  oooa  amob  met  sam  tl  .enoa  el  aauod  tadt  to  eoaxt  xXa  yaboT  ‘  ‘ 

tX  00  of  »£taam  aav  I  aadm  aam  tl  aa  tl  aaa  iltta  aao  t  yxosms  ai  tuQ.  .bXoa  aair 
yXloaat  a^xodtat  aid  ,qa  aaiaoxa  aam  ad  aadm  tadt  aa  blot  ladfat  ,aqicd  Xaex  a  aam 


bluoa  t^dtat  eoaXq  oa  aaw  exodi  xediofia^  ot  onat  balaex  eao  ooxt  yXlaebpext  oa  baToa 

y.xT  *eo»d  booifyod  aid  aa  T:QdiT»fBBX 


i 


•xed^  avlX  ol  eco  xot’  eXdtaaoq  tl  abaa  baa  inxat  adt  tdsifod  nadtaJ  bal^  am  I 
«oa  tl  teaq  amlrtb  tonpao  X  '.am  ol  atood  ad  eyaaXa  XXla"^ cnriat  bio  tad f  .siaax  xtaamt 


adt  baaqa  baa  aauod  bid  adt  ot  aaal  adt'^qu  at  lib  ot  ediX  bijjoa  I  jiiiXXaet  tuodtlw 


PAEM  BUILDINGS 


Our  amoke  house  stood  about  one  rod  from  our  kitchen  dooro  This  one  story* 
frame  building  had  no  windows  and  but  one  door.  The  floor  space  was  14  i  16 
feet*  with  dirt  floor.  Once  each  year  we  hung  hams,  shoulders*  and  bacon  slabs 
inside  this  house  on  poles*  several  feet  aboire  the  ground.  We  let  them  hang  for 
se^^eral  days  while  smoke  from  a  slow  burning  fire*  of  green,  hickory  wood,  curled 
around  the  meat  and  gave  it  a  delicious  flavor.  During  the  rest  of  the  year  this 
building  was  used  as  a  storage  place  for  pork  barrels,  hand  tools*  nuts  of  different 
kinds,  and  most  anything  not  injured  by  freeaing. 

Just  back  of  the  smoke  house  was  the  cave.  In  sumroer  the  cave  was  the  coolest 
place  for  us  to  keep  crocks  of  fresh  milk*  cream*  buttermilk*  cottage  cheese  and 
butter.  Potatoes*  turnips,  squash*  pumpkins,  apples  and  canned  foods  were  kept 
there  in  winter.  Once  or  twice*  when  storm  clouds  threatened  a  tornado,  the  entire 
family  abandoned  the  house  and  went  to  the  cave,  for  safety*  until  the  dangerous 
looking  clouds  had  passed. 

Something  like  one  hundred  yards  off  to  the  northeast  from  the  dwelling  house* 
other  farm  buildings  were  erected.  Father  first  erected  a  building  of  logs  which 
was  used  at  various  times  as  a  hog  house,  and  at  other  times  as  a  stable  for  a  team 
of  horses.  There  were  titnes  when,  divided  by  a  board  fence*  it  was  used  for  both 
purposes  at  the  same  time. 

Thirty  feet  east  of  the  first  log  building  was  another  used  as  a  corn  crib  * 
capable  of  holding  one  thousand  bushels  of  ear  corn.  Ten  feet  east  of  the  corn 
crib  was  a  frame  building  where  we  stored  oats.  We  called  it  the  oats  bin, 

I 

Between  the  hog  house  and  the  corn  crib*  father  later  enclosed  part  of  the 
space  by  building  a  north  and  a  south  wall  of  pine  boards.  The  Plano  grain  binder, 
the  McCormack  mower  and  the  spring  wagon  were  stored  in  this  enclosure.  Enough 
'  space  was  left  between  the  mower  and  the  corn  crib  so  we  could  drive  o\ir  farm  wagon 
on  the  west  side  of  the  crib*  at  picking  time,  and  unload  com.  M  other  times 
this  shed  space  might  be  used  for  storing  some  other  farm  machine. 

Between  the  corn  crib  and  the  oats  bin  was  a  shed  open  on  both  the  north  and 
south  sides,  At  picking  time  we  drove  our  farm  wagon  into  tjiis  shed  and -shoveled 
corn  into  the  east  side  of  the  crib.  This  shed  also  provided  shelter  for  our  farm 
wagon  when  not  in  use. 

On  the  east  side  the  oats  bin  formed  one  side  of  a  shed  that  was  open  on  the' 
south  side  only.  The  north  and  east  sides  of  this  shed  were  made  of  rough  boards. 
This  shed  was  used  for  storing  our  walking  cultivator,  and  walking  stirring  plows. 

Sometimes  this  shed  was  used,  as  shelter  for  small  calves.  Our  adult  cattle 
always  spent  the  winter  out  of  doors*  with  shelter  in  a  ravine  or  around  a  big 
straw  stack. 

The  hog  house*  first  shed*  corn  crib,  second  shed*  oats  bln*  and  third  shed 
were  all  Joined  together  under  one  roof.  This  roof  was  formed  of  poles,  cut  from 
the  timber  and  used  as  rafters.  The  rafters  were  covered,  first  with  brush  and  secont 
with  straw*  topped  with  a  tlatch  of  long  blue-stan  dry  grass.  Such  a  roof*  when 
properly  made*  shed  water  well, 

A  little  to  the  north  of  these  buildings  was  a  stable  for  four  horses.  This 
building  was  constructed  by  setting  long  posts  in  the  ground  and  nailing  rough 
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•  900  ntd’P  ,1905  B9£lott^  too  molt  boi  mo  tuofU  ‘boots  oiu/o<l  e^cMia  lyO 

IdX  X  51  &m9  ooe<iB  loolt  edS  <ioob  mo  ti/cf  boo  anobcrti -oa  boti  ^albll'ud  ocoorxt 
tdoXs  flooAd  boo  ,nt9t£tfod9  :^usl  9m^1mBX  9oaO  ,icoXl  tub  dtlii  « 

lo)  saAd^OKdt  ,teX  aff  ,bflxrois  eToda  taat  last  fan '.taXcq  ao  aai/od  aJUl^  oMaol 

baXioa  ,5^9  \to)btd  .aeavs  lOiXt  iroia  a  odt)  a^om  aXJtdw  iqab  lirsaiaa 

aXilt  laex  la’  taai  adt  fidXiuC  «iovaX1  aooXsXXab  a  tl  ova^  baa  taaa  «uit  baaoia 
taaTslltb  Ic  atira  .aloot  boad  •alei’zad’ stioq  ibl  aoaXq  asaioxa  a  aa  baeo  aav  ^atblia& 

afliieoTl  qd  beiii^aX -  7oa  saldt^oarteoa  boa  ,  abaxjl** 

1 

t  *  taaXooo  adt*  aaa  oxao  adt  laanuB  ol  ,aTao  adt  aav  eoitod  adoma  adt^lo' jfoad  iiurV  ^ 
bna  oeaedo  a^attoo  «ifXX«X9tttfd  ^onaio  ,3(ii!n  daail  lo  e^ooioiqaed  ot  ao  lol  9oaXqr 
tqod  naw  abcol  baoaao  baa  aaXqqa^  ,actXdqax;q  «d&aopa  tiqtinvt  ^neotstc/t  ^lettod 
ailtoo  adt  ^obaorrot  a  tanataaidt  abooXo  mota  aad«^  ,a9Xwt  To^aoaOru  .latoia  ai  eiodt 

tauoio^oab  adt  XXtao  .qtelas  lol  .arao  odt  ot  toav  bna  aaood  edt  beoobnada  ^XXoat' 

«  )  .boaaaq  bad  abooXo  ^iolooX  ' 

-  A^aik  ^  . 

f  ’ 

2  ,a«ood  ^tXXaab  adt  »ot1  rsaadtioo  adt  ot  Ito  mMaif  konbaud  ado  adXX  saXdtaS^  qd  ' 

I  doXdw  aaoX  lo,  9JiXbXXod  a  betoaie,  taiXt  ladtal  •bataeia  aiev  aj^oiblXod  anal  ladto 
t  oweX  a  lol  midafn  t>  aa  aaoitt  ledt^  ta  beut  4eaood  ;^d  a  aa  toatt  aooXiav  ta  baao  aa«* 
dtod  lol  baeo  saw  tt  •aoaal  biaod  a  qd  babXrxb  ,«aiia  aecaXt  biew  ViedT  .aamod  lo 

.amxt  dcoaa  adt  ^a  Beaoqioq 

■  ^  -^|ikiiad'  f  r  r  ' 

I  ,'diio  aioo  B  aa  toao  'ladtcoa  saa  aaXbXXod  goX  taiXl  iM^t  lo  laaa  tael  *  i  f 

^  0103  adt  lo  taaa  taal  oaT  .oioo  laa  lo  aXadaod  baaaocdt  aoo  ^Xbiod  lo  aXdaqaa 

I  .old  stao  adt  tt  baXXao  aW  •atao  baiota  aa  ainda  ^aiblJbtfd  email  a  saw  dXia 

[  adt  lo  tiaq  baaoXooa  lataX  ladtal  ,dXto  oToo’odj  boa  aaood  god  adt  oaewtaS 

I  tiabaid  dXaig  oaolt  odl  ..abrtaod  eolq  lo  XXaq  dtooa^a  baa  dtrooua  goibXXiid  yd  ooaqg  * 

^  dgoool  .MoaoXoae.  aXdt  ax  baiota  aiaw  oogaw  giiXiqB  adt  boa  lewooi  3{:>a(aioOoll  ad# 
nogaw  anal  loo  arXib  bitfoo  aw  o«  dXio  oioo' adt  boa  lawom  ad7  aeawtad  jlaX  saw  enaqa  * 
xattlt  ledto  tA  ,oioo  fcaoXao  boa  ,aaiXi  gniitoxq  la  ,dXio  adt  lo  abX«  taaw  edt  ao 
'-V  .affidoam  mal  ladto  aoioa  goXiota  lol  baxo  ad  Idi^XcR  eoaqa  badt  aidt 

^  1 

baa  dtioa  adt  dtod  ao  oaqo  bade  a  eaw  atd  qtao  edt  baa  dXio  oiod  adt  aaawtafi 
baiavoda  baa  bada  bXdt  otal  aogaw  anal  loo  aroib  aw  ami}  goXdoXq  M  ,aebX«  dtooa 

ianal  loo  lol  latXada  babXfoiq^oaXa  beda  aid*  ,dtto  adt'lo  abla  taaa  adt  ptoX  aioo 
'  ,  .*aao  ol  ton  aadw,  oogaw  . 

9dt  oo  aaqo  aaa  tadt  bada  a  lo  abXa  aao  baonol  aid  adac>  adt  abXa  Xaaa  adt  oO 

||  .abiaod  dgooi  lo  abas  eiaw  bade  ardt  lo  aabXa  tsaa  boa  dtioo  ad 9  .xXao  abta  dtooa 

.awoXq  goXnita  gaXdXaa  bits  ,iotavxtIod  gol>LCav  loo  gjaXiote  lol  beao  aaa  bada  aldT 

aXtsac  flitbB  loO  .oavXao  XXaoia  lol  letieda  aa  baao  aaw  bada  aXdX  eaoiXtaaDS 
I  gXd  a  booota  lo  aoitai/a  oi  latXada  dtXw  ,8toob  lo  Xoo  latiiiw  edt  toaqa  atawXa' 

,  ioata  waiti 

W  ■  .^  i* 

^  bade  bitdt  boa  ^oid  a!ao  ,baita  bocaae  ,dli9  oioa  ,bad£.  taiXl  ,aaoad  god  adt 
*  oioil  too  ,aaXoq  \o  bacaiol  aaw  looi  aid*  ,looT  woo  leboo  ladtagot  baoXot  -tXa  siaw 
laooaa  boa  oamd  djfw  tiiil  baiavoa  vinn  aietlai  adf  .aiatlav  ea  baea  boa  ledout  adt 
oaaw  ^loot  a  dotd  .uwaig  ttb  c»ta-aoid  goo!  lo  doimdf  a  dtiw  beqqot  ^waiYe  dtlw 

.1199  rretaw  bada  «abaa)  yiiaqoiq. 

^  aXd?  .aaaiod  loot  lol  aXdati^a  i^aw  agcXMlod  ehodt  lo  dtioo  adt  ot  aitilX  A 

igooi  gjxXiao  biia  bnuo^  adt  ol  ataoq  gouX  goxitae  yd  batpi/itaood  aaw  goxbXU/d 
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boards  to  form  the  walls.  The  roof  was  made  of  thatch,  like  the  other  buildings. 

Later  a  hog  house  was  made  of  lumber  with  no  thatched  roof. 

During  the  more  than  forty  years  father  lived  on  this  farm  he  never  carried 
any  fire  insurance.  Once  or  twice  agents  talked  to  him  about  fire  insurance  When 
they  found  the  house  had  a  wood  shingle  roof  and  no  chimneys,  and  the  other  buildings 
had  thatched  roofs,  they  would  not  issue  the  policy.  The  risk  from  fire  was  too 
great.  Once  or  twice  the  wood  shingles  on  the  house  roof  caught  fire.  But  it 
happened  in  the  daytime  and  the  fire  was  soon  discovered  and  put  out. 

Sister  Hazel  tells  me  that  one  summer  day  she  and  Myrtle  and  Ruth  were  at  home. 
Father  and  Bari  were  working  down  in  the  pasture  out  of  sight  of  the  house.  he 
£drls  built  a  good  fire  in  the  kitchen  range,  so  they  could  do  some  cooking  or  iron¬ 
ing  After  a  short  time  they  heard  a  noise.  They  rushed  outside  and  found  the  wood 

shingles  of  the  house  were  burning.  The  long  farm  ladder  was  usually  kept  in  the 

shed  about  one  hundred  yards  from  the  house.  Luck  was  with  the  girls  that  day.  ihe 

ladder  was  lying  near  the  house.  The  girls  quickly  put  the  ladder  to  the  roof. 

Myrtle  climbed  upon  it  while  the  other  two  grabbed  water  pails  and  began  carrying 
water  from  the  water  barrel,  about  two  rods  away.  They  worked  so  fast  and  so  ibor« 
oughly  that  when  Father  and  Earl  came  in,  about  one  hour  later,  the  fire  was  ccmpletel. 
out,  A  large  patch  of  shingles  had  to  be  replaced  on  the  roof. 

Perhaps  one  reason  there  were  no  serious  fire  losses  on  this  farm  was  because 
of  the  extreme  caution  father  tried  to  teach  all  the  family.  Some  of  the  rules  e 
laid  down  weres  *^1,  Never  start  a  fire  by  pouring  coal  oil  into  a  stove,  ®oak  a 
cob  with  coal  oil,  light  it  and  put  it  into  the  stove,  ton  can  do  this  safely, 

2.  Never  leave  clothing  or  other  inflairmable  material  near  a  hot  stove.  3,  Never 
carry  matches  in  your  pocket  unless  you  are  going  to  use  those  matches  at  once, 

4o  Never  build  a  fire  out  of  doors  unless  you  are  sure  it  will  not  get  beyond  con= 

trol,*® 

Neither  father  nor  I  smoked,  so  we  did  not  need  to  keep  our  pockets  filled  with 
matches  I  had  never  heard  of  book  matches  while  I  was  on  the  farm.  The  so^-called 
parlor  matches  were  much  more  easily  ignited,  I  saw  a  young  man  have  his  vest  set 
on  fire  because  he  was  carrying  matches  in  his  vest  pocket  while  engaged  in  a 
friendly  boxing  bout.  Until  I  was  sixteen  years  old,  there  were  two  serious  crimes 
I  was  warned  against  committing,  not  carry  matches.  Do  not  stay  away  from  heme 

after  nine  ©''clock  at  night 
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baX-nap  ^ot^a  ed  urxat^  ald^  ao  5ef|I  ^adtat  aiaai  ,X^ot  iiadJlri^  odt 

b®3Uat  etaa^a  aptat  to  opaO,  .opaati/oax  atll  ^a 
taaXbXiod  tod^o  adt  baa  oa  baa  toot  aX^alda  boo*  a  bad  aabod  ad^  boaol  vad# 

dtit  adt  .xoiXoq  ad^  si/aei  toa  biaow  +*^oot  bariatadt^bad 
tad  .otn  fd^aap  ^oot  aayod  ad»  ao  aelgaida  boo*  ad^  aol*t  to  ooaO  ./aota 
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«  e^a^aaq  ad^al  a*ob  ^idto*  ate*  XtaS  baa  tad^a« 

l^oti  to  saldTOP  enca  ob  bXaoo  x®dt  oa  ,aaoat  nedP^ld  od^  at  aiit  boos  a  ^iii/d  sXtii 
1  bauot  baa  abXaioo  badain  yadT  ,aaioa  a  btaed  x^dt  aoxt  ^toda  a'taPtA  .aal 

tabbaX^artal  aaoX  adt  .saiotod  Viaw^  aaaod  ad^  to  i^alasida 
a  .^b  tadi  aXtis  adt  dtiw  aaw  doxid  .aapod  adt  aaotl  abtax  batbaad  aoo  ^aoda  bada 
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WATER 


On  a  nximber  of  early  Iowa  farms  securing  plenty  of  water  for  the  use  of  the 
family  and  livestock  was  not  too  much  of  a  problem o  -^11  sane  farmers  did  was  dig 
or  drill  a  well  one  hundred  feet  deep,  more  or  less,  install  a  pump  and  set  up  a 
good  windmillo  ?rom  then  on  he  had  an  abundance  of  good  water,  pumped  at  very 
low  costo 

Water  was  much  more  of  a  problem  on  my  father’s  farfflo  The  house  was  on  about 
the  highest  elevation  of  the  farm.  When  father  moved  into  the  house  he  dug  a  well 
close  by  the  house „  After  digging  32  feet  through  sandstone  and  slate  he  found 
practically  no  water  seeping  in  from  the  ground* 

He  connected  eve  troughs  from  one  side  of  the  house  to  the  well  so  it  served 
as  a  cistern*  Rain  water  is  naturally  soft,  but  when  it  came  into  contact  with  the 
slate  in  this  cistern  it  soon  became  hard*  We  often  used  this  water  for  drinking, 
cooking,  and  washing  dishes. 

In  order  to  have  water  for  livestock,  father  decided  to  dig  a  big  well.  He 
nade  it  five  feet  in  diameter,  but  when  he  quit  digging,  at  60  feet,  he  still  did 

not  have  much  water. 

There  was  a  small  ditch  that  ran  within  a  few  feet  of  this  well.  In  late 
winter,  when  the  snow  started  melting,  water  ran  down  this  ditch.  Then  father 
would  take  fifty  feet  of  one  inch  rubber  hose  and  use  it  as  a  siphon  to  get  water 

into  the  well. 

First  he  would  build  a  little  dam  of  snow  to  make  the  water  in  the  ditch  build 
up  to  about  two  feet  In  depth.  Then,  with  someone  to  help  him,  he  would  holi  both 
ends  of  the  hose  up  and  fill  it  by  pouring  water  Into  one  end.  One  person  would 
place  one  end  of  the  hose  under  water  in  the  little  pond.  The  other  end  of  the  hose 
was  dropped  into  the  well.  The  water  would  start  running  through  the  hose  in  a  steady 
stream  and  would  continue  running  for  hours,  so  long  as  there  was  enougji  water  in  the 
pond  to  keep  the  end  of  the  hose  covered  so  air  could  not  get  into  it.  If  there 
happened  to  be  several  days  of  melting  snow  during  the  winter,  the  big  well  was 
filled  nearly  to  the  top  with  snow  water.  We  never  used  this  water  for  the  house, 
but  we  did  use  it  for  livestock. 

I  used  to  hear  this  ei;pression,  ’’That  man  doesn’t  know  straight  up.’’  Later  I 
found  very  few  people  know  straight  up.  This  applies  to  carpenters,  bricklayers, 
plumbers,  well  diggers  and  many  others.  ,When  digging  the  big  well,  father  made 
the  walls  perpendicular  for  60  feet,  but  he  used  a  plumb  line.  Other  workers  make 

good  use  of  a  level. 

Not  being  satisfied  with  the  water  in  the  cistern,  father  went  about  1/8  mile 
south  of  the  house  and  dug  another  well  in  a  small  slough.  This  well,  about  80 
feet  deep,  furnished  us  good,  soft  drinking  water.  Quite  a  bit  of  the  time  we 
hauled  one  or  two  60  gallon  barrels  of  water  from  this  well  each  week  for  use  in 

our  laundry. 

Almost  every  day,  in  the  sunnier  months,  and  often  several  times  a  day ,  some 
member  of  the  family  would  take  an  earthenware,  gallon  Jug  and  bring  cool  drinking 

water  from  this  upper  well. 

One  time  father  took  his  team,  walking  plow  and  slip  scraper  and  went  into 
the  hog  pasture.  Here,  after  several  days  of  hard  labor,  he  dug  a  farm  pond  by 
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lit  1o  sail  lol  istm  lo  t^asXq  saltupeB  snns^  swol  ^sdcatfn  a  aO 

gl^^SAv  6ii>  nsanal  snoe  XiA  .OKidovq  s  lo  dsxiai  oo^  toa  taw  ofsotaavxx  6aa  \Xtttmft 
a  qu  ten  bae  qtwq  a  XXattai  «stai  xo^stro®  ,qsaft  Xsal  bsTbavd  eao  titt  a  iXi*si  to. 
XTST,  Xs  6eqfioq  ,Tsta*  600®  to  aoaabxwida  M  tiad  sd  ira  aadt  aorl  .Xliaibalw  fcoo® 

^  .^soo  wol 


V. .  4 


.t«'. 


^0cda  fio  aav  stood  sdT  .ttra^  t^Tsd^aT  x®  QO  flJsXdorq  a  To  stoic  dooa  sow  'rsi'aV 
IXsv  a  gufi  sd  sax/od  edt  otal  betoa  ledte’l  cadf  ,arsT  edt  To  aoi^arsls  edt 

baooT  sd  staXs  ftca  eaotzbaee  d®i/oidX  XssT  35  ®iiiS3ib^TsiTl  ♦stood  sdt  stoXo 

♦ftflx/oTs  adX  ofc^iT  ai  aoXqase  Ts^aw  on  \iXaoltD4»q 
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bsTTsa  XI  08  IXaw  edt  ot  eeucil  edt  To  eble  eao  cbotT  edjkutyit  sfs  bstosanoo  sH 


sdX  dXlw  XoaXaoo  otoi  scaao  XX ‘oodw  tud  «XTo8  ^XiaraXaa  aX  isXaw  ataH  .oTsXaXo  a  aa 
,SflliaiT5  toT  ^etef^Btdt  beefs^aet^  sf  .brad  smoo&d  oooa  Xt^^aTsXaio  stdX  al  etsle 
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eB  ,LCem  ®id  a  ®Xb  oX  bebloeb  isdXaT  qdooXtswXl  toT  TsXaw  swad  ot  isbio  al  ‘ 
btb  IXlXa  sd  *XssT  Ob  ta  ,8al®sX6  tlup  ed  aedn  tvd  ^T©^b<aalJ5  0I  tssT  ewXT  ti  sban 

rp  ^  A»>  4Te>tav  doua  erad  toa 


stal  fli  .Xisw  9ldt  To  tssT  wsT  a  nldtXw  aar  tadt  dotib  XXara-i  a  aaw  ©red* 
TOdXaT  flsdl  .dot lb  aWX  crwob  flai  retam  ,®aXnem  bstraXa  tons  sdt  asdv  ,Tetoiw 
Tstow  to®  ot  flodqia  a  ta  sax;  boa  stod  Tsddm  itoal  suo  To  tssT  xXTlT'^oi^at  bXapt 
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..  blXttd  dottb  edt  at  Tstaw  eit  s>laa!  ot  wont  To  eiab  eJfttl  a  bltud  bluow  sd  ttrlT 

dtod  blod  blxiow  sd  .told  qXad  ot  snosaoa  dttw  .aadf  *dJqs6  ob^lssT  owt  tuoda  ot  qa 
bXuow  ootTsq  sflO  ,bas  sao  otnl  Tstaw  ®fllTifoq  Xf^  ti  IX XT  boa  qii  saod  edt  To  sbftS 
saod  sdt  To  bos  Tadto  adT  .booq  sXttXI  sdt  at  Tstat  Tof>xiii  saod  edt  To  bnsilflo  aaaXq 
^ssta  a  at  ©acd  edt  d®iioTdt. soiomn  trata  bluow  Tstaw  sdT  .list  sdt  ofat  fc^qqoTb  saw 
edt  a i  TO  raw  d^uoae  aaw  STtftitflta  ®floX  oa  «8Tciod  toT  ^nboocrt  euattaoe  bluow  boa  laaTta 
STsdt  TI  ,ti  otat  ta®  ton  blaoo  ixa  oa  bsTatw' saod  ^edt  To  bo©  edt  qssd  ot  booq 
saw  XXew  aid  adt  , ts to iw  sdt  ®aXitfb  woaa  ^attlem  To  a^ab  Xaratea  sd  pt  'rsnsqqad 
f stood  ;^t  toT  Tstaw  afdt  bsai/  Tsteo  sW  .Tstaw  i»oas  dtlw  qot  edt  ot  ’^Xiaeo  beXXlT 

I  -  ^  I  ♦dootesTlX  toT  tx  sao  Mb  ew  tod 

I  Totad  **,qo  tdqtaTta  wood  t^ossof)  oam  tad®**  lOoXasaiqxs^atdt  Tasd  ot  beao  I 
,aToxaXioXTd  ^BTetosqreo  ot  asXXqqa  aidT  .qo  tdaXarta  wood  sXqoeq  weT  x^a»  baooT 
sbaa  TsdtaT  ,IXew  ®ld  sdt  ®flX®®xb  oadf.  .aTsdto  Xfkea'boB  aTs®®Xb  XXew  .rTsdowXq 
adacD  neitiow  isdtO  .eall'datilq  a  beso  sd  tod  «taeT  Ob  toT  TaiooXZiiosqTaq  aXXaw  adt 
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eilfl  aVX  tooda  tcew  TsdtaT  «nstBl8  sdt  at  Tstaw  edt  dtXw  beXTtXtas  ®flisd  to« 

OS  tooda  ^llew  eixff  *d®ifoXa  Sleete  a  al  XXew  isdtoaa  3j/b  boa  aeood  artt  To  ^jios 
sw  saXt  sdt  Te  txd  b  etLufi  ,ietm  ®nXdalTb  tToa  ,boo®  so  bedaXoruT  .qaeb  tssT 
flX  sail  toT  dsew  doas  XXaw  tidt  idotT  Tstaw  To  tXsiTad  aoXXi^  Od  owt  10  soo  bsXoad 
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acnoa  a  aSKXt  la'isTss  sstTo  boa  ^md  faowi  Tsimoa  sdt  aX  t^eVs  tsbsiXA 
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building  a  dam  across  a  small  ditch.  This  pond  furnished  water  for  our  hogs  and 
cattle  for  several  years o 

Still  we  did  not  have  enough  water  for  all  purposes.  So  father  went  down  the  . 
hill  about  one  fourth  mile  frcxn  the  house,  Herej  on  the  creek  bottom  land,  he  dug 
another  well  about  30  feet  deep.  He  found  an  abundance  of  water,  I  never  knew  this 
well  to  run  dry.  Father  Installed  a  wood,  lift  pump  in  this  well.  Whenever  wo  were 
short  of  water  in  the  other  wells  we  could  always  find  plenty  of  water  in  this  bottom 
well.  At  times  we  hauled  water  for  our  laundry  from  it.  We  usually  watered  our 
horses  there.  For  some  years  it  was  my  job  to  keep  water  pumped  into  a  stock  tank 
at  this  well  so  the  cattle  could  drink.  When  I  left  home  that  chore  was  given  to 
the  other  children. 

After  we  had  the  water  in  the  well,  we  had  another  problem,  how  to  get  it  out. 
The  bottom  well  was  the  only  one  that  ever  had  a  pump.  Father  built  a  curb,  or 
box,  2  to  4  feet  high  around  the  opening  in  the  platform  that  covered  the  cistern 
and  also  the  big  well.  On  top  of  each  curbing  he  builf  a  windlass. 

Notes  The  old  Webster® s  Dictionary,  we  had  in  our  house,  defined  a  windlass o 
**A  machine  for  raising  weights,  consisting  of  a  cylinder  or  roller  of  timber,  moving 
on  its  axis,  and  turned  by  a  crank-»with  a  rope  or  .chain  attached  to  the  weight 
As  the  crank  was  turned  on  our  well  windlass  the  rope,  which  was  long  enough  to 
reach  from  the  windlass  to  the  bottom  of  the  well,  was  wound  up  on  the  roller  and 
that  lifted  the  pail  of  water. 

For  the  cistern  we  had  an  old  oaken  bucket,  like  the  one  in  the  song  by  that 
name.  Two  or  three  feet  of  chain  was  fastened  to  the  iron  bail  of  the  bucket  and 
the  rope  was  attached  to  the  chain.  The  weight  of  the  chain  caused  the  bucket  to 
sink  and  fill  when  lowered  into  the  water.  It  was  easy  to  get  a  cool  drink  quickly 
on  a  hot  suniner  day  by  lowering  the  old  oaken  bucket  into  the  water  and  then  wind” 
Ing  it  up  ’^dripping  with  coolness*^. 

A  much  larger  bucket  was  used  on  the  windlass  at  the  big  well.  It  was  so  big 
that,  when  full  of  water,  father  was  about  the  only  mea±(er  of  the  family  who  could 
haul  it  up  until  I  was  nearly  grown. 

The  upper  well  was  covered  with  a  tight  wood  platform  and  a  tight  fitting  lid, 
but  the  only  way  we  ever  drew  water  from  that  well  was  by  fastening  a  bucket  or  jug 
to  the  end  of  a  rope  and  hauling  it  up  hand  over  hand. 

Most  of  the  tioje  during  the  surnner  two  fifty  gallon  wood  barrels  were  kept 
standing  under  the  eve  troughs  on  the  south  side  of  the  house,  to  catch  rain  water. 

In  one  good  rain  we  might  catch  a  full  barrel  of  water,.  If  we  had  two  good  rains 
in  one  week  we  would  not  have  to  haul  water  for  our  laundry, 

I  often  noticed  wigglers  in  our  rain  barrels  after  the  water  had  stood  in  them 
a  few  days.  Later  I  learned  these  wigglers  were  young  mosquitoes.  We  had  fewer 
mosquito  bites  in  the  sunnier  if  we  kept  tight  lids  over  the  rain  barrels. 

If  a  heavy  snow  came  we  often  set  a  water  barrel  inside  the  kitchen  and  filled 
it  with  clean  snow.  As  this  snow  melted  it  gave  us  extra  water.  Father  always  en*. 
joyed  drinking  cold  water.  If  he  could  have  had  ice  water  ,e very  day  of  the  year  he 
would  have  been  happy.  So  long  as  there  was  clean  snow  on  the  ground  he  would  have 
some  of  the  children  bring  it  in  so  he  could  prepare  cold  drinking  water.  If  it  had 
been  possible  for  him  to  own  just  one  of  the  modern  electrical  appliances  I  am  sure 
he  would  have  chosen  a  refrigerator.  But  he  never  owned  one. 
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One  evening  father  sent  me  to  the  upper  well  to  get  a  jug  of  water „  I  filled 
the  jug  to  the  topo  Then  I  put  the  snugly  fitting  cork  into  the  neck  of  the  jug  and 
hit  it  with  my  hando  To  my  surprise  the  jug  broke  into  pieces o  I  had  to  go  home 
and  tell  the  jug  was  broken o  I  did  not  understand  why  the  Jug  broke  so  easily 
until  years  later  when  I  studied  Pascal ®s  Law  in  physics o  ’’When  pressure  is  applied 
to  a  liquid  in  a  closed  vessel  the  pressure  is  carried  thru  the  liquid  equally  in 
all  directions o ”  Por  example ^  if  the  total  inside  surface  of  the  jug  is  100  sq. 
inches  and  the  end  of  the  cork  equals  just  one  inch,  a  force  of  25  pounds  applied 
to  the  cork  would  create  a  total  force  on  the  inside  of  the  jug  of,  100  x  25  pounds 
or  2600  pounds.  No  wonder  the  jug  broke,  I  wonder  how  many  farm  boys  have  broken 
jugs  in  the  same  way  I  did. 
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THB  Uo  S.  MAIL 


On  February  1,  19028  Rural  Free  Deli-very  Route  Noo  2  was  started  from  Bddyville, 
Iowa..  This  route,  24  3/4  miles  in  length,  came  past  our  farmo  Frank  Marion  Bpper^ 
son  was  the  first  carrier  and  Blbert  Manning  Bpperson  was  his  substitute.  Papers, 
on  file  in  the  Bddyville  post  office  today,  show  the  annual  salary  of  the  carrier 
was  five  hundred  dollars,  including  horse  hirso 

For  several  weeks  before  this  route  was  started,  we  were  informed  that  each 
patron  of  the  route  must  put  up  an  approved,  metal  mail  box  on  the  highway,  in  front 
of  his  house,  if  he  lived  on  the  highway,  or  at  his  gate^  if  he  lived  in  the  field, 
as  we  did. 

We  expected  the  carrier  would  come  past  our  gate  about  eleven  0° clock  in  the 
morning  of  the  first  day,  Early  that  morning  father  and  I  went  to  our  gate,  set  a 
post  and  mounted  our  mail  box.  Just  a  few  minutes  before. the  carrier  drove  up, 
stopped  at  the  box,  and  left  our  first  Rural  Free  Delivery  mail. 

The  coming  of  the  Rural  Free  Delivery  meant  a  great  deal  to  us  and  all  the 
families  along  the  route.  Now  we  could  mail,  and  receive,  letters  every  day  of 
the  week,  except  Sunday.  We  could  have  a  daily  newspaper.  We  could  keep  in  much 
closer  touch  with  world  news. 

Records,  in  the  county  recorder’s  office  in  Oskaloosa,  show  that  father  had 
possession  of  his  farm  as  early  as  the  year  1879.  From  that  time  until  the  coming 
of  the  Rural  Free  Delivery  he  could  not  get  mail  more  often  than  three  days  per  week. 

The  mail  was  carried  on  a  star  route  from  Oskaloosa  each  Tuesday,  Thursday  and 
Saturday.  One  man  in  our  ccmmuinity  got  a  contract  to  carry  mail  from  the  Bveland 
post  office  to  Oskaloosa  and  return,  on  the  three  days  mentioned.  He  usually  drove 
a  team  hitched  to  a  covered,  spring  wagon.  He  might  haul  passengers  for  about  50 
cents  per  round  trip. 

For  some  years  the  Bveland  post  office  was  in  a  little,  country  store,  located 
at  the  corner,  one  half  mile  west  of  the  Jefferson  school  house.  We  had  to  go  one 
and  one  half  miles  for  mail.  Later  John  Moore  took  the  Bveland  post  effice  to  his 
store,  about  one  mile  farther  south.  This  left  us  two  and  one  half  miles  from  the 
post  office. 

Most  of  the  time,  on  winter  days,  the  mail  did  not  arrive  at  the  post  office 
until  after  dark.  If  the  weather  was  bad  we  might  not  get  to  the  post  office  more 
than  once  a  week.  Sometimes  the  Ross  or  Plckerell  families,  our  near  neighbors^, 
would  go  to  the  post  office.  They  would  bring  our  raail.  If  we  went  for  our  mail 
we  would  bring  theirs.  One  spring  the  roads  were  very  muddy  for  several  weeks. 
During  that  time  I  made  several  trips  to  the  post  office  with  niy  riding  mare  to 
get  the  mail  for  the  three  families. 

One  auniner  day,  when  I  was  quite  simll,  I  got  on  the  back  of  Old  Doll  and 
started  to  the  post  office.  When  I  was  about  half  way  there,  the  mare  started 
trotting  rather  lively  and  I  bounced  around  so  I  soon  fell  off.  As  I  did  not 
have  a  saddle  I  was  not  able  to  climb  back  onto  my  mount.  1  tried  to  get  her  down 
into  the  ditch,  at  the  side  of  the  road,  so  I  could  Jump  on  but  she  was  afraid  of 
the  ditch.  I  started  walking  down  the  road  leading  the  mare.  One  of  our  neighbors 
came  along  with  his  spring  wagon.  He  asked  me  why  I  did  not  ride.  I  told  him  I 
could  not  get  onto  the  horse.  He  asked  why  I  got  off.  Shamefacedly,  I  told  him  I 
fell  off.  He  stopped  his  team  and  let  me  climb  into  the  back  end  of  his  wagon. 

From  there  I  got  onto  my  aiare. 
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boaXarfl  adl  ooit  Xiao  v^;ao  ol  loailaco  a  I03  xlluxiomoo  iiio.iil  naa^sflO  .x^^biifla8 
aroib  xXXaflflfl  oH  .baflollaao  axab  Midi  adl  ao  «aifllai  boa  aaooXadaO  ol  aattto  laoq 
Od  fuods  lot  aiasfleseaq  luod  Id^lis  afl  ^.flosaa  ^flliqa  .beiaToo  a  oi  badoixd  tnaal  a 

«qlil  bfluoi  laq  alnao 

i. 

baiaooX  .eiota  x^lat/oo  «ailllX  a  at  aaw  aoitto  laoq  boaXerS  adl^siaax  ecDoa  .lof 
aco  03  ol  bad  at  .aai/odi  loodoa  aoinattali  adl  to  laaw  aXlo  tXad  eao  ,iaaioo  adl  la 

aid  ol  aoitto  laoq  bnalanS^^adl  dool  aiooU  odoi  lalad  /Xian  lot  aalloi  tXad  aoo  baa 

adl  ooit  aeXIa  tXad^o  boa  ovi  sa  ItaX  aiifT  .dlifoa  ledliat  aXio  ano  luoda  ,aiola 

“  .aoitto  laoq 

aoitto  laoq  adl  la  arlua  loa  bib  XlacD  adl  ,axab  lalfllw  flo  «aaill  adl  to  laoU 
aicn  aoitto  laoq  adl  ol  las  loa  ix^sipi  aw  bad  aaa  ladlaaa  adl  tl  .^^lab  lelta  Itfau 
c^atoddslaa  laaa  1x10  «aeiXlinat  XIaia>fdl^  10  aa^  adl  asoJllaiuoS  ,3lao«  a  aooo  aodt 

XIam  iflo  let  Inav  a*  tl  ^Xtsm  lao  solid  biiioii  xadT  .aoxtto  laoq  adl  ol  03  hXfloa 

.aiaaw  laiarea  lot  xbbMB  x^ar  aiaa  abaoi  adl'^liqa  aaO  .ailadi  solid  bUfow  aw 
ol  aiao  sflibli  dllw  aoitto  laoq  adl  01  oqt^f  Xaiavoa  abaoi  I  anil  ladi  saliuQ 
.  j  SfltflBttl  .aalXloial  aaidl  adl  lot  ilan  adl  las 

•  t 

baa  XXoQ  bXO  to  doad  adl  ao  los  1  «XXa(o«  aiitjr|i  aaw  1  oadw  «x^  lanoK/a  &0O 
baHaia  aiaa  adl  ^aifidl  tXad  luoda  aaw  I  oaflV  .aoitto  laoq  adl  ol  baHali 
lofl  bfb  I  «1  .tto  XXet  aabt  I  oa  bouoia  baoauod  I  baa  xl^^XX  ladiai  sa^ilol# 

ffwob  laif  t&;}  of  b»tif  I  .Ifliion  qm  of 00  doad  dollo  ol  aXoa  loa  aaa  I  aXbbas  a  arad 

to  btaita  saw  ad?  lud  ao  qoux  Lluoo  I  oa  ,baoi  adl  to  abxa  adi  la  <ddiib  adl  olal 
tioddb^lao  T»o  to  aoO  .r^iaai  adi  saxbaaX  baoi  adl  awob  suldXaw  baiiala  I  .do  I  lb  adl 

X  mid  blot  X  .wbli  loa  bib  1  x^w  eai  bad^a  aH  aosaw  saliqa  aid  dliw  saoXa  ao^ 

I  odd  blol  I  «xlbaoataaiad3  .tto  103  I  bazaa  a&  .aaiod  adl  olaoi^ias  Ion  bXuoo 
flosaw  8id  to  tw  j{r>ad  adl  olai  dmilo  an  lel  boa  noal  aid  baqqqla'^ad  .tto  Xiat 

.aian  x^  olao  I03  I  .qiadi  noil 


In  September,  1901,  I  started  to  ride  to  the  post  office.  As  I  went  past  Mister 
Ross'’s  house  he  called  and  said»  ’’Did  you  hear  that  President  McKinley  has  been 
murdered?”  I  told  him  we  had  not  heard  it.  The  newspapers,  I  got  that  day.  told 
how  the  president  had  made  a  speech  in  Buffalo »  New  York.  They  also  told  how  the 
next  day  he  was  shot  while  shaking  hands  with  a  man  who  appeared  to  have  a  bandaged 
hand. 

Whenever  we  were  able  to  get  newspapers  we  read  the  latest  reports  of  the 
president's  condition.  About  one  week  later  we  read  of  his  death.  Today  such  news 
would  come  to  ua  in  a  few  minutes  by  radio  or  television.  When  Franklin  D. 

Roosevelt  died  we  heard  it  within  the  hour. 
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I  fJL  ^0OlXi-O  taoq  Biit  o*  abit  of  bet^BfB  I  ,XO?i  ,*X8<&D9;^qeC  al 
a9ed  Muf  ^aiiri^L-vM  ine'fcisdf^  SAdS  i/BAd  uox  biQ^  ,bi8a  bad  bAllBo  od  o&uod  «**8oS 
bJcf  ,x»t  tadf  toTn  I  .eisqaq^^da  wJT  bi^axt  toa  had  mr.  mid  blot  I  **tb9tebimri 

od>f  wod  blot  oeXfl  \[8ilT  .irfi'T  rsM  ,ol6'ltuS  /ri  doeoqa  a  obaa  taobiBA-zq  odt  mod 
bo^A^ssed  a  ersd  ot  bsn^joqqa  odv  n£»£0  a  dtlB  sbaaii  j^nljiade  »ilc(»  ssm  od  x^b  txoa 
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odt  to  atioqeT  ttotsl  edt  bBo*i  on  a'l&qaqonoa,  ot  olda  diaw  e»  lovoaedW 
tven  doaa  xabcT  dtaob  hXd  lo  ^a»*l  t>y>  T,otal  .3i8e«  <mo  tuod^  ,actti iLao:  M^raeMsoiq 
*<1  flodW  ,aoxBlfoiet  lo  olb/si  &etx/ai2}  w&l  s  at  %u  o'  ‘joaoo  blirov 

tiuod  odt  aidtXv  tt  hiaed  on  bolt  tlotosoofi 
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HARVESTING  AND  THRESHING  GRAIN 

A  few  months  ago  I  drove  past  a  field  where  a  self  propelled  combine  was  cutting 
and  threshing  oats  all  in  one  operation„  With  this  laachine  and  an  extra  tractors 
two  men  were  doing  work  that  in  ray  boyhood  days  would  have  required  a  dozen  men„ 

In  those  times  a  number  of  days  had  to  elapse  between  the  time  of  cutting  and 
threshing o 

The  grain  was  cut  with  a  binder,  pulled  by  three  or  four  horses »  As  the  grain 
was  cut  it  was  elevated  through  the  machine  and  dropped  off  as  bundles  tied  with 
binder  twine »  Our  Plano  binder  dropped  the  bundles  one  at  a  time.  Two  or  three 
children  placed  these  bundles  in  piles  so  father  could  set  them  into  shocks  after 
he  got  the  cutting  done.  The  newer  binders  had  a  bundle  carrier  attachment  by 
which  the  driver  of  the  tinachlne  dumped  the  bundles  into  piles.  Ten  or  twelve 
bundles  were  set  upright  to  make  a  shock,  A  cap  sheaf  was  placed  over  the  top 
to  keep  the  rain  from  running  into  the  shock,  A  field  of  shocked  grain  always 
made  a  pretty  picture, 

A  number  of  our  neighbors  started  threshing  within  a  week  or  two  after  the 
grain  was  cut.  Six  teams  and  wagons j,  with  hayracks,  were  needed  to  haul  the 
bundles  from  the  shocks  to  the  nmchine.  In  our  par't  of  the  state  two  men  were 
assigned  to  each  wagon.  One  pitched  the  bundles  onto  the  wagon,  the  other  rode  on 
the  wagon,  drove  the  ^eam,  and  built  up  the  load.  When  the  load  was  finished  the 
driver  drove  to  the  nmchine  and  awaited  his  turn  to  pitch  the  bundles  to  the 
separator.  The  other  man  reniained  in  the  field  and  went  to  help  another  driver 
get  his  load.  In  the  northern  part  of  Iowa  farmers  built  box  hayracks.  With  these 
one  man  pitched  the  bundles  onto  the  wagon  and  built  up  his  load  without  the  help 
of  another  man. 

There  were  not  enough  threshing  machines  in  our  locality  so  that  all  the  grain 
could  be  threshed  in  a  few  days.  The  threshing  period  might  extend  over  several 
weeks.  If  the  season  were  rainy,  shocked  grain  might  be  badly  damaged  before  it 
could  be  threshed.  Father  always  hauled  his  shocks  of  grain  from  the  field  and 
built  tall,  round  pointed,  stacks.  Grain  could  stand  in  his  stacks  for  months 
without  spoiling,  regardless  of  weather, 

I  have  seen  many  changes  in  threshing  machines  during  my  lifetime.  My 
earliest  recollection  is  of  two  or  three  teams  of  horses  pulling  low  wheeled 
wagons  and  the  grain  sepamtor  into  oxir  stack  yard.  Men  took  the  wheels  off  one 
wagon  and  lowered  it  to  the  ground.  They  drove  stakes  into  the  ground  to  anchor 
it  so  It  co’uld  not  move.  They  attached  five  long  wood  sweeps  to  it  an  assembled 
a  horsepower,  A  long  steel  tumbling  rod  was  laid  on  the  ground  connecting  the  power 
with  the  grain  separator,  A  circular  wood  platform  was  laid  on  top  the  gear  wheels 
of  the  power.  Doubletrees  were  attached  to  the  ends  of  each  of  the  five  sweeps  eind 
five  pairs  of  horses  were  hitched  to  them.  When  the  machine  was  set,  and  the 
neighbors  had  assembled  to  help,  a  man  took  a  long  whip  in  his  hand  and  climbed 
upon  the  platform  of  the  power.  He  cracked  his  whip  and  yelled  *Kietup^,  The 
horses  moved  around  and  around  In  a  circle.  The  gear  wheels  of  the  power  turned 
and  set  the  tumbling  rod  to  rolling  over  and  over  transmitting  power  to  turn  the 
moving  parts  of  the  grain  separator. 

Three  men  stood  at  the  front  end  of  the  separator.  The  one  directly  in 
front,  called  the  feeder,  took  the  bundles  of  grain  and  fed  them  into  the  cylinder 
of  the  machine  after  the  bandcutter,  standing  on  either  side  of  him  had  cut  the 
twine  that  held  the  bundle  together. 
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On  one  side  of  the  separator  was  a  spout  near  the  ground  from  which  the 
threshed  grain  poured  out,  A  wood  box,  big  enough  to  hold  two,  round,  wood  half 
bushel  measures  was  placed  on  the  ground  under  this  spout,  A  man  placed  one 
measure  under  the  spout.  When  this  oaeasure  was  full  he  stroked  it  across  the 
top  with  a  short,  straight  edge  board  to  Doake  an  exact  half  bushel.  He  then 
dragged  the  measure  past  a  metal  lever  on  one  side  of  the  box.  This  lever 
tripped  a  tally  which  counted  the  number  of  measures  of  grain  threshed  on  each 
job.  The  measures  were  lifted  and  dumped  into  a  grain  wagon.  While  one  measure 
was  filling  the  other  was  tallied  and  dumped.  On  the  rear  end  of  the  separator 
was  a  long  wood  straw  carrier.  This  carrier  extended  straight  out  from  the  separ¬ 
ator,  Straw  was  carried  on  a  moving  web  from  the  machine  to  the  end  of  the  stacker. 
Three  or  four  men  were  required  to  build  a  straw  stack.  The  one  who  worked  next  to 
the  straw  carrier  and  pushed  the  straw  back  with  a  pitchfork  had  to  breath  a  lot  of 
dust  and  dirt. 

The  latest  grain  separators  were  made  with  a  band  cutting  and  self  feeding 
attachment.  With  this  device  the  bundles  of  grain  were  pitched  onto  a  moving  web. 
The  self  feeder  cut  the  bands  and  fed  the  straw  into  the  machine,  A  weigher  and 
elevator  attachment  weighed  the  grain  and  dumped  it  directly  into  a  grain  wagon. 

The  new  type  straw  stacker  was  a  long  metal  pipe,  eight  or  ten  inches  in  diameter, 

A  blast  of  air  blew  the  straw  through  this  pipe  and  dropped  it  straight  down  onto 
the  stack.  This  stacker  could  swing  in  an  arc  of  a  circle.  The  straw  stack  could 
be  built  on  that  arc.  The  last  time  I  helped  on  a  threshing  Job,  some  time  in  the 
nineteen  thirties,  I  built  the  entire  straw  stack  by  myself, 

I  remember  only  one  time  that  we  threshed  with  a  horse  power  outfit,  I  think 
that  machine  was  owned  and  operated  by  Tom  Boles  and  his  brother  Ed,  My  sisters  and 
I  thoroughly  enjoyed  running  barefoot  in  the  deep  dust  stirred  up  by  the  horses  on 
the  power  after  the  machine  left  the  farm.  All  other  times  we  threshed  while  I  was 
at  home,  power  was  supplied  by  a  steam  tractor.  As  a  small  boy  I  got  almost  as  much 
thrill  seeing  the  tractor  come  puffing  up  the  road  to  our  farm  as  I  would  to  see  an 
elephant  at  a  circus.  The  tractor  and  separator  were  owned  and  operated  by  the 
Mather  brothers  and  Martin  Visser,  Len  Vlsser  or  Ben  Mather  was  usually  the  engin¬ 
eer,  When  about  ten  years  old  I  thought  that  if  I  ever  got  big  enough,  wise  enough 
and  brave  enough  to  run  a  steam  tractor  like  these  men  did,  I  would  be  some  man. 

On  the  road  the  tractor  pulled  the  grain  separator.  Behind  the  separator  a 
farm  team  plodded  along  pulling  a  wood  water  tank.  One  nian  had  to  be  responsible 
for  keeping  enou^  water  hauled  to  supply  the  boiler  of  the  steam  tractor. 

If  the  machine  came  to  our  house  late  in  the  afternoon,  the  outfit  was  left 
standing  a  few  feet  from  our  grain  stacks  until  the  next  morning.  The  engineer  and 
his  helper  would  sleep  at  our  house.  The  other  men  who  worked  with  the  machine 
would  go  home. 

About  four  o°clock  in  the  morning  the  engineer  and  helper  would  get  up  and 
go  to  the  engine.  They  would  clean  out  the  firebox  and  build  a  new  fire.  By  six 
o’clock  they  would  have  steam  up  in  the  boiler  and  they  would  come  to  the  house  for 
breakfast.  Before  seven  o’clock  they  would  be  back  at  the  engine  and  the  engineer 
would  blow  the  engine  whistle  to  let  our  neighbors  know  that  Motts  were  ready  to 
thresh  and  needed  help. 

As  we  threshed  from  stacks  the  separator  would  be  pulled  between  two  stacks  so 
that  the  wind  would  blow  on  the  front  of  the  separator.  It  was  a  very  dusty  job 
when  the  wind  blew  from  the  other  direction.  We  did  not  need  any  hayracks,  but  we 
did  need  four  men  to  pitch  the  bundles  from  the  stacks  to  the  separator.  One 
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®£ft  doldv  ayrt  'lat^c.  Suoqti  a  9Bw  •Kitineqo9  edt  Tto  95^8  f^ao  aO 

yrmi  if.cw  t  bcaoi  iOJft  b'lod  tjt  d^uoaB  jald  »Jtod  fcoov  A  .Suo  bsflCwoQ  cIjbi^  {>9ii89^xft 
f>no  ^9^AXq  £L6{8  1  .^Doqs  %tiit  i^hau  bafjjrx^,  «sit  no  b90«Xq  9B»  ae'U/BBoiS  iedsnd 
&df  BBO'tOB  /i  bBilortta  i^d  XXnl  aiJt*  aiJJ3«cN:Q  ai4t  ns.Xi  .Jx/oqa  lobon  •ii/aAaco 
net  I  eH  .Xa/lei/o  XlBd  to9xl»  rr^  t^isinen  Miscd  a^be  /i  dtiw  qot 

isvdi  aJtdT  .xod  edt  to  able  8iio  no  idvel  a  Sasq  e^uaBota  edt  bo^«ib 

do49  no  hBdatndf  nlarg  to  seix/saeoi  to  ^f-daun  adi  batanoo  doldw  \ll&^  «  b»qqXl^ 
•TJiiiieoi  eno  .coj^jmi  nlnn^  «  otai  b^quu/b  b^B  bo^'^iX  O’xev  ae*iuaBe(n -adT  \dot, 

zotm/iqBm  Bdf  to  bt^  i/Joi  ed^  nO  .beqioL'b  ban  boX/Xat  aaw  isd^o  ad^  siitf 

-Tsqo*  odS  flxJ'jl  tuo  fdftteifa  bobaotxe  ioXtibo  «XdT  ^loiiijsa  vbi^s  booa- ^noX  a  eow 
.tadoatn  Bdf  lo  bae  odt  of  anidoAfc  edt  ino'X't  dew  jini?>.ai  ^  no  bsl'niw  aaw  *45^x8  ,io^e 
or  txen  beainoir  odw  ©o^.  ©dT  .aloata  wA*ita  a  bXXud  beilopai  ©t;©#  aecn  *ii;o^  lo  ;jaidT 
lo  ^.t  a  dtaodd  0^  bad  ^lotdoJiq  a  d^iw  aJoad  vanta  edX^  bedcuq  bna  aeiiiao  wait*  edt 

•  r*iib  bna  tnub 

anibool  ll98  boa  boad  a  dila  obam  oif  i  aiotaTLaqoa  nlaia  taotal  odl 

•  dow  aulToffl  a  oJoo  badotiq  aiew  ob<n;g  lo  aeltaod  adf  baXveb  aidt  dtl«  .  tnetnitoai^ta 
bna  ledgiav  A  .oaldoam  sdf  of  at  waita  odt  bat  bna  aboad  edt  tuo  iceboat  tXaa  edT 
.aosat  axina  a  oi’nb  beqcw/b  baa  odt  badf^laf  ta&auioBttB  loXarele 

•latomaXb  nx  zhdoat  aot  rxo  i^dgla  lOqXq  XatecD  9C0X  a  aat  ie:«(oai^a  Mtnta  oq\t  wen  edT 
0^00  atob  trisxBai'*  beqqoib  bna  eqiq  aXd^  d^-japidt  wm^a  adr  woXd  ila  to  tttdd  A 
bluQO  Tbare  a/i'tia  edT  ,aXoiXo  a  to  oaa  na  at  bXaoo  ledoBta  atdt  .jCoata  ad^ 

Bdi  at  eatt  acuoa  .dot  anldaeodt  a  no  beqied  I  etcU  X^aaX  ariT  .dib  /ad.^  no  ^XXod  ad 

.tXes^  ^oaXa  waiia  o^xtao  odt  tXtud  I  t^etfztdt  aooiBata 

datat  I  ,tittuo  towoq  oezod  a  driw  badaeTdt  aw  tadt  eaitt  eno  ^Xno  ieckfit«i«nc  I 
ban  sae^aXa  xM  .bS  ied4'0’id  aid  bna  aeXo8  cnnt  x^  bet^mqo  baa  benwo  8i>w  enidoacu  tAdt 
n:  aeaiod  adi  x*^  beTiira  r’HUib  qaab  sdi  ni  ioottnnd  anin/itn  b©xotno  x X 
wap  I  aXidw  bedaeidi  &w  *iedto  XXA  ,anst  add  rtoX  enidoani  eds  -leita  leiroq  edi 

tiOAmi  QB  taomSa  tos  I  x^d  XCanw  a  aX  ..'XodoaiLt  ciftete  a  x^^  baiXqqna  aaw  lewoq  ,ectiod  ia 
©08  ot  blnow  1  ca  mat  xwo  or  baoi  erii^' qn  s^tflijq  amoo  loton'it  ed?  a^ieoa  XXiid^r 
odf  xd  botBii^qc  baa  beqwo  etew  loiaiaqea  bna  odT  ,auo*iio  a  ta  r/iadqeXa 

-nisxTd  oat  xXXaaau  ttaw  nefi  lO  laBoiV  nea  .•r^'aej.V  nXiraM  bna  aiadtoid  ledi^jM 

d^ona  oe/w  .dsuone  ^id  ^oj^  ‘lOYe  I  tX  iadi  idsaoctr  i  8X<v*X  tuoda  ced^  .‘lao 
naoB  eusoa  ed  bXaoa  I  ,oxb  aeci  asadi  eiiX  aotoa'tt  mooiA  a  nin  oJ  dsuoae  a?md  baa 

a  loloiaqoa  adt  bnide®  'totaiaqea  nlai;p  «dr  balLuq  joToo*zt  odS  bacn  edf  aO 
aldlsaoqtie't  ©d  ot  bad  cjjic  anO  .daat  *ietaw  boow  a  gaXIXt/q  snoia  babboXq  maot  arxat 
.lotoait  maata  «dt  to  •raliod^dt  !>«£uad  'letaii  liguona  aaiqeei  lot 

tt©r  a.aw  titti/o  odt  .nooxnerta  odt  ni  etaX  f  =it/od  lao  ot  ©cnao  aaldoam  adt  tl 
bna  loenb^ce  adT  .gaixnom  tron  edt  Xitnu  iJtoara  nlaig  ujo  molt  twet  aet  a  snlbaata 
aotdoBa  adt  dtiw  bojfiow  odw  new  ledto  edT  ,ti«i;od  *ii«5  t**  qeeXa  biuow  leqXed  lid 

^  .ouod  og  blnow 

boa  qo  tog  bXaow  leqXed  bna  leefli^ae  edt  gciniom  at  3t)oXo“o  tuot  toodX 
xia  x^  .©lit  won  a  bXiiid  bna  xcdoiXt  edt  tnc  aaaXo  bltrow  x^dT  .aoigna  edt  ot  og 
lot  BBffod  od^  ot  enr'j  bXoow  leli^d  ©xit  al  qu  cneeti  ©wad  biooi  x®dt  MooXo’o 

laiuijxo©  edt  Lea  eotgne  edt  ti^  Moad  ©d  0X001  yedt  jooXo’o  ii»??oa  wioteS  ,  tmatitoeid 
^  i  vbftcji  friant  Btf^  iadt  woaX  erodiiyfea  luo  ♦ai  ot  eitixd#  enign©  adt  woXd  bluon 

.qXad  bfab^jaa  baa  dieidt 

-8  ijioati  oat  ffo^atad  boXiuq  ad  iX^oi  aofirrjaqoa  ©dt  ax-ata  null  bedeeidt  aw  aX 

dot  xtanb  xi.*f  a  =sair  tl  lotit'xaqoa  lilt  lo  Incat  edt  iio  woXd  biuow  bail  adt  tadt 
aa  too  ,xi?inxad  V^a  bean  ton  bib  oi  aoitaeiii.  10*110  adt  looit  weld  bniw  edt  aadw 
anO  ,'iotf*!Hqoft  oiir  adnaJa  arit  moil  teXLnnd  aUt  dotiq  ot  neni  u/ot  been  bib 


mornings  soon  after  we  started  threshings  the  engineer  noticed  sparks  from  the 
engine  had  set  one  of  our  grain  stacks  on  firoo  He  quickly  called  for  help„  The 
water  tank  was  rolled  near  the  stack  and  water  pumped  onto  the  fire  quickly  extin* 
guished  it.  Had  the  fire  got  a  good  start  we  would  have  lost  all  our  grain  and  the 
separator  would  have  been  destroyedo 

Before  the  nineteen  thirties  the  steam  tractors  had  generally  been  replaced 
with  gasoline  or  oil  burning  tractors.  The  engineer  did  not  have  to  spend  two  or 
three  hours  each  morning  getting  the  modern  tractor  ready^to  work. 

In  order  to  get  the  niumber  of  men  required  to  do  a  threshing  Job,  neighbors 
traded  work.  When  in  my  teens,  father  and  I  both  helped  our  neighbors.  By  the 
time  the  machine  came  to  our  place  we  had  earned  enough  labor  credits  from  our 
neighbors  so  we  had  already  paid  for  most  of  our  help. 

Anyone  who  lived  on  a  farm  before  the  days  of  the  combine  cannot  forget  the 
dinners  we  used  to  eat  on  threshing  days.  The  housewife  would  start  preparing 
dinner  early  in  the  morning.  Often  one  or  more  neighbor  ladies  would  come  to 
help.  When  the  machine  stopped  for  noon  the  men  ran  foot  races  to  see  who  could 
be  first  to  get  washed  and  ready  to  eat.  Soap,  water  and  towels  and  several  wash* 
pans  had  been  provided  for  the  use  of  the  [nen  under  the  shade  trees  in  the  door  yard. 

Soon  the  men  were  told,  ^Dinner  is  ready*’.  A  large  table,  capable  of  seating 
ten  or  twelve  men  would  be  set  in  the  dining  room  and  loaded  down  with  roast  pork, 
roast  beef,  or  chicken  as  the  meat  course.  Great  big  dishes  of  mashed  potatoes, 
gravy,  bread,  butter,  garden  vegetables,  were  quickly  passed  from  one  hungry  man  to 
another,  and  as  quickly  emptied.  One  of  the  ladies  stood  by  ready  to  refill  each 
empty  dish.  A  man  could  expect  to  top  off  the  dinner  with  pie,  cake  or  some  nice 
fruit.  Every  n^n  had  a  keen  appetite  and  thoroughly  enjoyed  his  dinner.  Some  of 
the  farm  wives  tried  to  outdo  each  other  in  setting  the  best  table.  What  would  I 
not  give  to  have  a  threshing  man’s  appetite  again  and  a  chance  to  sit  at  a  real 
thresher’s  table. 
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9di  9d^  ^j^oldBaid^  betU9$a  ow  istlA  aoo4  4  5»fllino{D 

adT  qied  lo'i  b«il«o  r>3  aiil  ao  ai^i^  ii/o  lo  aao  ^•ae  b*^  aat^aa 

-ait tv  t^abiap  ••til  adt  otrfo  bfxjnuq  -ro^Bw  bca  inat*  ari^  ’Xiia  f>aXIoi  b««  WiT«j 
ad^^  boa  alxn^  Tiro  XI «  ^^aoX  at>aii  bJirow  a»  ^T«ta  boos  «  aril  Bdt  b^H  .  4 1  badaltis 

oa^Ttaeb  aead  ovad  bluov  to^araJ^ei 

beoaiqoT  aoed  yXIarases  bad  aaotoart  oRea^a  ©d^  eoi^ld#  aeeterrfn  arit  eto^efi 
TO  ot?  boeqi  atad  +00  bib  lasaisno  adT  .eToyoari  snimi/ca  Lto  to  ©cfiioa.Bs  dtin 

.  5fTow  oy  vbaaT  Toyoary  nrofroia  bdJ  gaitios  aataioai  doaa  BT^/od  aaid^ 

a 

STOddalsfl  ,dot  gflid&eTdt  a  ob  ot  biyiljjpvj  cacc  i^^dciua  edt  tQ%  ot  ’XBbio  nX 
adJ  .feToddsiafl  lao  baqiod  d^od  I  baa  ladyal  « anaat  ypi  at  aadt  .dto*  babait 
Tuo  fflOT^  tyibarr*  Tod«?X  xt^^uoue  bemaa  bad  aw  ti/o  oi  ©(tujo  aaidoacn  adi  oaiiy 

.qXad  Tuo  lo  /Bom  toI  biaq  xbaaiXa  bad  oa  oa  aToddsi^d 

9sit  tasTol-  yoflcrac;  anidowo  adt  Ip  a^ab  ©dX  arotad  nrxaT  a  ao  bei.ll  od»  000^0^ 
SnfTaqaiq  bliroa  etiwaatrod  edT  .  e^at  sdirfsoxal  no  laa  at  fcaaij  aw  cTajaalb 

ot  a«oo  blifow  saibaX  Tod4,^ion  aToa  to  aao  naitO  .saidrom  ©di  ai  ^Iia®  Toaalb 
Mooc  od»  €*98  ol  iaoBT  yoo^  fl«T  fleoi  edt  aooa  lol  boaqo^a  aaidD^n;  ©dt  nadll  .qXed 
-daaw  I«9Taa  boa  aXevct  baa  Totaw  ,qao9  ,yaa  ot  xbotti  bna  badaaw  105  ot  IsTll  ad 
. bTax  Toofe  adl  ai  aaoTi  ©bade  ady  Tabair  aoa  adt  "ko  »*£•  ady  toI  bottvoTq  uaad  bad  aoaq 

ftiiiyaea  to  aldaqao  .eldal  ©siaX  X  ."xb®oi  al  ToortKI*’  ,bXoy  otow  now  odt  aaoSi 
,>lToq  Tsaoi  d'S’l^f  rrwob  babaoX  boa  :uoot  s^ialb  odl  ai  yoa  ad  bjjjow  dora  otf-owt  to  ast 
.oootafoq  badaaci  to  aedalb  gld  yaaiO  .aaTiioo  jjaore  ady  aa  aejloido  tc  ,tooo’  taaoT 
oy  aaos  Y'l^c ltd  axro  flioTt  baaaaq  \J3iolup  oTav  «xeXdaI'<^ay  aabTB;^  .*ictfun  .  baard  ,xyaTs 
d::)aa  XlitaT  oy  \bat»T  x^  boota  aalJbaX  ©dt  to  aaO  .i>eiyqa»  y{CJhiup  so  bao  ^Tsdyoaa 
aotfl  amoi  to  asCao  ,alq  diia  lonrib  edy  tto  qof  ot  toaqto  bluoo  new  X  ,daib 
to  ejJoC  .Toflatb  aid  boxolao  xLdsf/crtodt  baa  otiraqpo  jaaoM  a  bad  can  x^®^^  ,yiint 
I  bliioa  yadW  .©Xdai  yaad  adi  ^atttoo  at  ladyo  doaa  obtuo  ot  bo  lit  aariv  artat  adt 
XaoT  a  ya  yia  oy  ooaado  a  boa  nlaj^  oyiy«qqa  b^  oxsw  ^aldooidt'  ^  arad  oj  ay  Is  ycfl 

.oldi^y  a'TedaaTdy 


HORSES 


Before  the  days  of  the  gasoline  or  oil  burning  tractor,  horses  occupied  a  very 
important  place  on  the  Iowa  farms «  They  furnished  motive  power  for  all  our  farm  im¬ 
plements.  Hitched  to  farm  wagons  they  hauled  all  our  farm  produce  to  market.  When 
hitched  to  top  buggies  or  spring  wagons,  they  took  us  to  church,  to  town  for  shop¬ 
ping,  or  down  to  the  Des  Moines  river  for  a  summer  picnic.  They  also  took  us  to  the 
Fourth  of  July  celebrations,  or  to  a  visit  with  relatives.  Under  the  saddle  they 
carried  us  on  many  rides  both  for  business  and  pleasure. 

Father  seemed  to  have  as  much  love  for  all  his  good  horses  as  any  cowboy  had 
for  Old  Paint.  He  always  treated  them  kindly  and  took  good  care  of  them. 

During  the  winter  months  one  two-horse  team  was  usually  kept  in  the  bam.  i.11 
the  other  horses  were  turned  out  to  run  in  the  pasture  and  corn  stalk  fields .  The 
horses  in  the  pasture  developed  long,  shaggy  coats  of  hair,  so  they  could  stand  the 
weather  very  easily,  so  long  as  they  could  get  hay,  or  straw  and  water. 

The  team,  kept  in  the  barn,  was  used  nearl^^  every  day  for  hauling  feed,  water 
or  fuel,  or  for  cnaking  trips  off  the  farm.  When  heavy  snow  came,  or  the  fields  got 
slick  with  ice,  it  was  necessary  to  have  this  team  rough  shod.  The  team  was  taken 
to  the  local  blacksmith  shop  and  steel  shoes  with  sharp  calks  were  nailed  to  the 
horse ®s  feet. 

Rough  shod,  the  horses  could  walk  up  steep,  icy  hills  and  pull  heavy  loads, 
but  the  sharp  shoes  Doade  it  dangerous  to  turn  the  horses  loose  in  the  pasture  to¬ 
gether  or  with  other  livestock.  Often  when  running  loose,  horses  will  kick  at  each 
other  just  in  pure  fun.  A  horse  kicked  with  a  sharp  shoe  could  be  severely  injured. 

There  might  be  two  or  three  days  of  bad  weather  when  the  horses  would  not  be 
taken  from  the  barn  to  do  any  work.  They  got  pretty  restless  standing  so  long  with¬ 
out  exercise.  Then  they  seemed  to  enjoy  having  us  taJce  them  out,  jump  onto  their 
backs,  and  allow  them  to  take  a  brisk  run  over  the  fields.  Sometimes  on  these  runs 
they  would  make  such  quick  turns  that  if  we  were  not  good  riders  we  would  find  our¬ 
selves  rolling  on  the  ground. 

The  team,  kept  in  the  barn,  was  well  fed  and  cared  for  so  when  spring  work 
started  they  were  in  good  condition.  Two  or  three  weeks  before  time  to  start  field 
work  in  the  spring,  we  brought  the  horses  in  from  the  pasture  each  night.  We  fed 
th«n  well  and  brushed  and  curried  them  well  each  morning.  In  this  way  we  got  them 
conditioned  for  the  hard  work  ahead. 

The  first  team  of  horses  I  remember  was  a  pair  of  geldings,  named  Jack  and  Bill, 
Father  had  this  team  for  several  years.  Jack  was  black  or  dark  bay  in  color  with  a 

white  star  in  his  forehead.  Bill  was  almost  a  solid  bay.  When  these  horses  got  too 

old  for  profitable  work,  they  were  retired  to  pasture  and  kept  as  long  as  they  lived, 
because  they  had  been  such  faithful  workers. 

When  I  was  little  more  than  four  years  old  I  began  to  understand  some  of  th© 
danger  of  working  with  horses.  One  day  father  took  me  in  his  farm  wagon  and  drove 
the  team  to  the  corn  field.  He  left  me  standing  in  the  front  end  of  the  wagon  box 
while  he  picked  ears  of  com  from  the  stalks  near  the  wagon.  About  once  each  minute 
he  would  speak  to  the  horses  and  they  would  walk  a  few  feet  down  the  row  and  stop 
while  he  picked  the  corn,  I  think  I  must  have  got  hold  of  a  corn  stalk  and  struck 
the  horses  with  it.  For  once  the  horses  started  so  suddenly  that  I  fell  out  over 

the  end  of  the  wagon  box  and  landed  on  the  ground  just  behind  the  horse’s  feet. 
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B  beiqwDoo  vfjJtoiud  Ilo  lo  ^ailoaBp  \o  Bxab  ^dt 

-mi  nnai  luo  iXa  ic\  i»»oq  eTiioiS'  f^detiriwi  .arirffl^  «woI  Bdt  ao  f^aalq  iaeJtoqmi 

fldxlt  .  o^  »:>06o*iq  artAlt  mo  XIa  haii/ad  aao.'^v  <rrtat  bBdotth,  .sfaBixalq 

-qoila  lol  flwoi  oi  ,iionudo  ot  ao  ioot  \9df  ,  ^aX'xgfi  io  qoi  ot  bedstid 

<»di  oi  to  ilooS  otXa  .oinofq  'Keruius  a  *1:)“^  i^viT  adaioM  aoQ  9d^\c^  attch  to  ,^aiq 

\9dt  oibiM  Hd^  lab/rU  .to? dfia  ftal't  a  ot  to  ^taoitBtdtlBO  \lal  \o  dt^oo\ 

.o-iuaaelq  bat  tc\  dtod  aablT  qoMn  ao  eu  fcaHiaa 

barf  xo<J*oa  \aB  at  aanod  boo^  aid  IXa  lot  otoX  rfatTn  aa  ofaxl  oi  bacjaaa 

aedt  lo  oaao  bcoj?  :ioot  baa  xXbnld  m&dt  betav-.-ii  taia^  foXO  “xcrt 

Ll^  mad  adJ  ai  fq^il  vlXaiC/aii  &e«  oiaai  eenod-owi  oiio  afiJi^ora  laiol*  «rfi  ^iioQ 
•tS^  .abXait  ){Xaie  aioa  baa  atuttaq  adt  at  atn  ot  too  boatut  atOB  Q^aaorf  larfto  edi 
edi  baats  bJj/oo  x^dt  oa  iiiad  Xo  staoo  x^^ada  tfjiac*t  boqvlereb  etutaaq  auit  at  netted 
,tt9taw  baa  watta  to  ,x»d  te^  bluoo  SfloX  oa  .xXiaaa  \te7  tedtaaa 

totaw  ,bael  galluad  tet  x^  xtoft  i(Ltaaa  betv  taw  .atad  adt  al  ^qait  ^met  orfT 
ioa  aiijaiX  edt  to  \a(mo  wont  \vas>d  nadt  .cnal  adi  Ho  aqltt  jioiaiaci  lo'^  10  ^laal  *10 
atjiat  aa«  esaet  e/fT  .bode  dsiiorx  sxaet  atdt  avad  ot  x^aattoea  taw  tt  ^eot  dttw  Dlolla 
edt  ot  b&ltaa  (ritw  aiLLao  q'larfa  dtlw  eeoxia  Xae^a  ban  qoda  dtimasfoaXd  i.a:oX  adt  oi 

,  tae\  «'6aiod 

t  •>- 

«ebaoX  \faad  Itaq  tna  tilhd  x^l  ,qasia  qu  tILbv  btdoo  tetxod  ndt  ,boda  djtyoH 
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When  father  realised  I  was  not  in  the  wagon  he  was  frightened.  He  saw  me  lying 

on  the  ground  behind  the  wagon.  He  hurried  to  pick  me  up  and  was  greatly  relieved 

to  find  I  was  not  seriously  hurt.  There  was  only  one  little  mark  on  one  of  my  hands 
where  the  wagon  wheel  had  touched  it  in  the  soft  dirt,  father  tied  his  team  to  the 
fence  and  taking  me  in  his  bigg  strong  arms  carried  me  about  one  fourth  mile  to  the 

house.  Here  I  was  put  to  bed,  I  went  to  sleep  and  when  I  awoke  my  two  sisters  were 

Just  coming  home  from  school,  I  was  able  to  tell  them  about  my  adventure. 

Our  next  horses  were  a  team  of  young  grey  mares,  named  Doll  and  Kit,  They  were 
probably  bought  at  some  farm  sale.  Doll  was  a  pretty  faithful  worker  for  many  years. 
Kit  was  a  very  good  worker  but  very  nervous.  If  the  wind  blew  a  piece  of  paper 
near  her  she  became  frightened  and  tried  to  run  away,  Fiather  watched  her  carefully 
and  did  not  have  a  serious  accident  with  her. 

One  day  he  was  driving  this  team  across  the  bridge  on  the  Des  Moines  river.  Per¬ 
haps  Kit  saw  the  water  moving  under  the  bridge,,  through  the  cracks  in  the  bridge  floor. 
She  gave  a  quick  spring  into  the  air  and  came  down  with  one  hind  foot  over  the  tongue 
of  the  spring  wagon.  Then  she  tried  to  run  away,  father  held  the  lines  tight  and 
managed  to  get  the  horses  turned  cross  wise  of  the  bridge  floor.  Hers  he  held  the 
horses  until  someone  came  up  behind  him  and  helped  him  get  the  horses  unhitched  and 
put  back  into  proper  position.  He  then  drove  on  to  Oskaloosa  and  back  without  further 
advent'ure. 

We  had  Kit  only  a  few  years  when  we  turned  her  out  to  pasture  one  morning. 

That  evening  we  found  her  standing  beside  a  barbed  wire  fence  with  one  foot  over 
the  wire.  She  had  pawed  into  the  fence  and  caught  ”  her  foot  so  she  could  not  lift 
it  off  the  wire.  Instead  she  kept  moving  it  back  and  forth  along  the  barbes  cut¬ 
ting  the  flesh  deeper  with  every  motion. 

The  foot  was  so  badly  Injured  we  could  not  get  it  to  heal.  There  seemed  no 
chance  that  she  would  ever  recover.  One  day,  after  several  months  of  waiting, 
father  called  a  neighbor  to  come  with  a  rifle  and  put  a  bullet  throu^  her  head. 

Doll  had  two  mare  colts.  On©  called  Colie  was  black,  the  other,  named  fanny 
was  grey.  When  Colie  was  about  four  years  old  we  tried  to  work  her  in  the  fields. 

She  proved  to  be  so  balky  that  we  gave  up  trying  to  work  her,  fanny  was  only  three 
years  olds  but  when  father  hitched  her  up  she  worked  beautifully  and  never  gave  any 
trouble, 

father  traded  Golle  for  a  span  of  mules ,  less  than  one.  year  old,  and  in  the  deal 
he  also  @:>t  a  good  western  type  saddle. 

for  several  years  fanny  was  saddle  horse,  I  certainly  enjoyed  riding  her, 

Sam  Stroud,  mother® s  brother »  spent  four  years  as  an  enlisted  man  in  the  U.  S, 

Cavalry,  Shortly  after  his  discharge  he  visited  us.  One  day  he  took  two  of  our 
mares  and  showed  us  how  he  rode  the  Roman  race  and  performed  in  the  monkey  drill. 

I  began  to  practice  with  fanny.  Soon  I  could  stand  on  the  ground,  take  the  rein 
and  her  mane  in  left  hand,  speak  to  fanny,  and  as  she  started  on  a  swift  gallop, 

I  could  swing  onto  her  back.  Or  if  I  wished  I  could  swing  clear  over  her  until  my 
feet  touched  the  ground  on  the  other  side,  then  give  a  spring  and  come  back  onto 
her  back.  The  young  mare  seemed  to  enjoy  that  exercise  as  much  as  I  did,  I  be¬ 
lieve  fanny  raised  a  mare  colt  we  called  Nellie. 

It  was  the  spring  after  I  was  fourteen  that  father  decided  I  was  old  enough 
to  be  a  full  farm  hand.  He  bought  two  old  bay  mares.  We  called  them  Kate  and 
Brownie.  When  father  started  planting  corn  that  spring,  he  started  me  cultivating 
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the  rows  by  following  the  planter  wheel  marks,  with  a  walking  cultivators  before 
the  com  had  sprouted*  Sometimes  I  had  a  little  trouble  making  the  mares  walk 
together*  For  several  nights  I  dreamed  I  was  working  in  the  fields  and  I  was 
plowing  out  all  the  corUo  I  would  call  the  names  of  Brownie  or  Kate  so  loudly 
I  would  waken  the  other  oaembers  of  the  family. 

I  did  a  lot  of  work  with  this  team  but  they  were  somewhat  of  a  disappoint* 
ment o  Some  of  the  time  Kate  was  inclined  to  be  balky*  Brownie  developed  heaves* 

I  had  to  be  careful  to  wet  the  oats  and  dry  hay,  fed  to  Brownie,  else  the  next 
morning  she  might  have  heaves  so  badly,  she  could  not  work  for  two  or  three  hours* 

One  fall  Bertha  and  I  rod©  these  mares  to  church  several  times*  I  rode  Kate 
with  the  western  saddle*  Bertha  rode  Brownie  using  mother “s  old  sidesaddle*  After 
a  few  years  Kate  died*  We  sold  Brownie  for  a  buggy  horse.  At  that  time  Brownie 
had  a  small  colt,  called  Pet,  We  tried  to  raise  him  on  cow^s  milk  but  he  did 
not  grow  properly  and  father  sold  him  soon  after  he  was  old  enough  to  work*  When 
I  left  the  farm  I  believe  father  still  had  Doll,  Fanny,  and  Nellie,  He  may  have  had 
one  or  two  other  horses  at  that  time. 

My  experience  with  mules  on  the  farm  was  rather  limited.  When  the  mules  we 
had  traded  for  were  three  years  old,  a  [nan  asked  father  to  put  a  price  on  them. 

He  did  so  and  the  man  bought  than.  After  I  left  the  farm,  father  raised  another 
span  of  mules,  Ziba  and  Wesley  helped  break  them  to  work.  One  day  Wesley  walked 
behind  one  of  the  mules  that  was  standing  tied  in  the  barn.  The  mule  promptly 
kicked  the  cap  off  Wesley “s  head,  A  year  or  so  before  I  was  married  I  went  home 
for  a  few  days  visit*  Sister  Pearl  was  home.  I  hitched  the  mules  to  the  top 
buggy  and  Pearl  and  I  started  to  drive  to  Sunday  School  at  Bethel  Church.  We 
had  driven  from  our  house  to  the  highway  and  started  up  the  first  hill  when  w© 
met  a  motorcycle  rider  coming  toward  us* 

Before  I  knew  what  was  happening  those  mules  had  whirled  completely  around 
and  started  down  the  road*  The  only  reason  the  buggy  was  not  tipped  over  was  that 
one  of  the  iron  braces  on  the  side  of  the  bug®r  tongue  was  badly  bent, 

I  managed  to  drive  the  mules  back  inside  our  pasture.  Here  I  unhitched  them 
from  the  buggy  and  started  to  drive  them  back  to  the  house  as  I  walked  behind 
them*  They  began  to  run  so  I  had  to  let  them  go.  When  I  got  to  the  gate,  near  the 
house,  one  mule  was  on  the  near  side  of  the  gate,  the  other  had  jumped  over  it. 

The  last  time  I  had  anything  to  do  with  those  mules  was  when  we  went  home  for  a 
few  days  on  cur  honeymoon.  The  war  was  on,  Fred  had  just  enlisted.  The  com 
needed  cultivating*  Father  was  hardly  able  to  do  field  work*  I  drove  those  mules 

two  or  three  days  cultivating  corn*  That  was  the  last  time  I  ever  did  any  work  on 

the  old  farm. 

One  day,  in  late  winter,  father  and  mother  went  to  Oskaloosa  with  the  spring 
wagon*  We  children  were  left  at  heme.  We  expected  the  folks  back  about  dark,  but 
darkness  came  and  there  was  no  sign  of  them.  My  sisters  cooked  supper*  We  ate 
supper  and  kept  wondering  why  the  folks  were  not  home*  About  eight  ©'’clock  they 
came  in.  They  explained  that  shortly  after  they  left  Oskaloosa  the  fog  got  so 
thick  they  could  not  see  the  grey  horses  in  front  of  them.  They  could  not  see  the 

road.  The  only  thing  they  could  do  was  hold  the  lines  loosely  and  let  the  horses 

take  them  home  through  the  intense  darkness*  Frequently  we  heard  of  some  man  who 
would  go  to  town  and  drink  too  much  hard  liquor,  so  he  was  not  able  to  drive  heme. 

If  the  man  could  get  his  team  hitched  up  and  started  home,  the  horSes  would  take 
him  home  without  a  driver*  This  is  acmething  the  modern  automobile  cannot  do* 
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,tLU  b'zaitoT  3fllflx>o  labii  aX^Xoiotocn  a  tern 
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aa/ocn  aaodt  awoib  I  ,3lio*  bleXt  ob  ot  oXda  ^iMaa  ta*  -  c'Jta^  ^alja\liLjjo  bebaan 
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tatltl;  ta£  bse  uo^Ci  8flt  blod  aea  ofc  bir/ix>  SA  t it  xi^d  6dt  *  *ol 
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.t»*d  av  rib  '’'•t  at<sa  j  .:©  ai:w  ad  c«  .loopxx  doaiii  oot  datlb  bob  nwut-  ot  os  bXuon 
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GROWING  AND  HARVESTING  CORN 


If  we  had  not  selected  onr  seed  corn 'from  the  field,  early  in  the  fall*  we 
would  go  to  the  corn  crib  a  few  days  before  planting  time  and  pick  out  good 
looking  earSo  We  would  plant  a  few  kernels  from  these  ears  in  a  warm  spot.  A 
few  days  later  we  would  count  the  number  of  kernels  that  had  sprouted.  If  these 
kernels  grew  well*  we  would  pick  all  our  seed  from  the  crib. 

Two  or  three  weeks  after  planting  we  would  check  the  field  to  see  how  many 
hills  of  corn  were  missing.  Scmetlmes  the  seed  was  not  too  strong.  Sometimes 
squirrels  and  crows  would  dig  up  quite  a  little  corn. 

Several  different  years  father  sent  me  to  the  field  with  a  hand  corn  planter 
to  drop  new  corn  In  the  missing  hills.  This  later  planted  corn  was  always  much 
slower  maturing  than  the  regiklar  planted  corn.  It  might  produce  some  fodder*  but 
often  it  did  not  produce  much  grain. 

Very  few  farmers today,  try  to  select  their  own  seed  corn*  Most  of  them  buy 
hybrid  seed  from  a  coramercial  seed  company.  When  I  was  a  boy  we  thought  we  had  a 
pretty  good  crop  of  corn  if  it  yielded  fifty  bushels  per  acre.  One  year  we  planted 
corn  on  a  snail  field  on  our  creek  bottcM  land.  We  harvested  ninety  bushels  per 
acre  from  that  field.  Moat  ye^rs  that  field  was  too  wet  to  grow  good  corn.  That 
year  the  rains  came  just  right,  so  we  harvested  the  big  crop. 

As  soon  as  the  corn  was  a  few  Inches  high  we  began  cultivating  it  with  our 
walking  cultivators.  If  the  weather  permitted  us  to  work  steady  we  were  able  to 
keep  ahead  of  the  weeds.  A  few  rainy  days  could  make  the  weeds  grow  so  rapidly 
it  was  impossible  to  have  clean  fields. 

Before  I  was  old  enough  to  drive  a  team  to  the  cultivator  the  morning-glory 
vines'  sometimes  grew  so  thick  there  was  danger  of  them  choking  and  killing  hills 
of  corn.  Father  would  plow  through  the  field  with  the  cultivator,  and  then  have 
one  of  my  older  sisters  and  I  follow  him  and  pull  all  the  vines  we  saw  clinging  to 
the  hills  of  corn. 

When  Septsnber  caroe,  unless  we  had  an  abundance  of  hay  for  cattle  feed,  we 
would  star^  cutting  corn  fodder.  By  that  time  the  ears  of  corn  had  started  to 
dent,  and  the  leaves  were  starting  to  dry.  Some  farmers  counted  off  twelve  hills 
of  corn  in  one  direction^  and  twelve  hills  at  right  angles  to  the  first,  thus 
making  a  square  of  one  hundred  and  forty-four  hills.  Some  only  counted  off  ten 
hills  square*  or  a  total  of  100  hills. 

In  the  center  of  the  square  the  tops  of  four  hills  of  corn  would  be  tied  to¬ 
gether.  Then  the  farmer  would  take  his  long  bladed  corn  knife,  and  cut  down  as 
many  stalks  of  corn  as  he  could  easily  carry  at  one  time.  These  stalks  would  be 
placed  against  the  stalks  that  had  heen  tied  together. 

When  all  the  stalks  in  the  square  were  cut  and  leaned  together  they  aiake  a 
good  slaed  shock  of  fodder.  Father  wanted  his  shocks  so  he  could  easily  pull 
them  over  onto  a  drag  for  feeding  to  the  cattle  in  winter  time.  Instead  of  tying 
stalks  together  to  start  his  shock*  he  made  a  wood  horse  by  nailing  two  boards, 
about  thirty  inches  long  to  one  end  of  a  long*  slender  pole.  The  other  end  of  the 
pole  rested  on  the  ground  to  form  a  three  legged  horse.  About  three  feet  back  from 
the  end  of  the  pole  where  the  boards  were  nailed*  a  hole  was  bored  through  the  pole. 
An  endgate  rod,  frcm  the  wagon  was  placed  through  this  hole.  This  outfit  furnished 
four  corners  for  leaning  stalks  against,  when  starting  the  corn  shodc.  When  the 
shock  was  well  started,  the  rod  was  pulled  out  and  the  hors©  removed  from  the  inside 
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of  the  shock.  The  shock  was  completed  by  placing  the  r^naining  stalks  of  that  square 
in  such  positions  as  to  make  the  shock  round.  A  rope  was  placed  around  the  top  of 
the  shock  and  drawn  tight.  Then  the  top  of  the  shock  was  tied  tight  with  binder 
twine.  These  shocks  stood  up  well,  but  were  fairly  easily  upset  onto  the  drag  at 
feeding  time. 

Most  of  the  time  we  went  to  the  field  in  the  winter  and  picked  the  ears  of 
corn  from  the  fodder  before  we  fed  it  to  the  cattle.  Otherwise,  the  cattle  would 
get  too  much  corn.  It  was  a  slow,  tedious  Job,  shucking  corn  from  corn  fodder. 

In  those  long  ago  days,  harTesting  the  main  com  crop  was  a  big  Job.  If  a 
farmer  had  hogs  to  feed,  he  often  began  picking  some  corn  early  in  September  or 
October.  This  corn  was  high  in  moisture  content  and  had  to  be  fed  up  in  a  few  days. 

Before  bushels  of  com  could  be  piled  up  in  a  crib ,  the  ears  must  hang  on  the 
stalks  until  they  were  fairly  dry.  If  the  corn  were  put  into  the  crib  too  wet,  it 
would  rot  or  mold.  Most  of  the  time  the  farmer  did  not  begin  the  main  corn  harvest 
until  the  last  of  October  or  the  first  of  November. 

Some  well-to-do  farmers  hired  young  men  to  pick  corn  for  them.  These  men  were 
paid  from  one  to  three  cents  per  bushel  for  each  bushel  put  into  the  crib.  In  addi-» 
tion,  the  corn  picker  usually  got  board  and  room  at  the  farmer’s  house. 

Bvery  experienced  com  picker  knew  that  if  he  wanted  to  pick  many  bushels  of 
com  in  one  day,  he  must  start  early  in  the  morning.  He  got  out  of  bed  an  hour 
or  more  before  daylight.  He  took  a  coal  oil  lantern  and  went  to  the  bam.  Here 
he  fed,  curried  and  harnessed  his  two  horses.  Next  he  returned  to  the  house  where 
he  ate  a  big  breakfast .  As  soon  as  it  was  light  enough  for  him  to  see  the  stalks 
of  corn,  he  was  in  the  field  with  his  team  and  wagon. 

A  few  exceptionally  good  pickers  picked  one  hundred  bushels  of  corn  and 
shoveled  it  by  hand  into  the  crib  within  a  ten-hour  day.  Most  pickers  did  well 
to  crib  seventy-five  or  eighty  bushels  per  day. 

Corn  picking  was  very  rough  on  hands.  Most  pickers  bore  cotton  mittens  or 
gloves,  Father  thought  he  could  not  pick  so  fast  with  mittens  as  he  could  with 
bare  hands.  By  the  end  of  the  corn  harvest  his  hands  would  often  be  raw  and 
bleeding  from  large  cracks  in  the  skin. 

Before  com  picking  machines  became  cccmon,  some  farm  magazines  sponsored 
corn  picking  contests.  In  these  contests  each  picker  was  assigned  a  team  and 
wagon  and  a  certain  number  of  rows  of  corn  from  which  to  pick.  The  person  who 
put  the  most  corn  into  his  wagon  within  a  certain  period,  usually  about  ninety 
minutes,  was  declared  winner,  provided  he  did  not  leave  too  many  ears  in  the 
field  where  he  picked,  and  provided  he  did  not  have  too  many  husks  clinging  to 
the  ears  he  threw  into  the  wagon.  These  state  corn  picking  contests  used  to 
draw  great  crowds  of  spectators. 
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»xai/pB  tBsit  lo  G^UBiz  edt  s^JtoAlq  b^^elqcDO  q«v  z^oods  trif  .sboda  to 

Ic  qcT  oAS  bavo'ift  (>i»o«Iq  m*  oqoTi  A  .baroii  jloorie  edt-^  ©jian  ct  ancx^taoq  dcL.*®  nt 
iBbatd  Aflw  bBtf  «<5w  ioodn  edt  lo  qo^  ©rf^  nedT  .5©©Tb  hca  iboaa  ©d^ 

tB  8©*tb  Bili  Qiiio  SB^qu  xHgm  ©'x©»  i’od  ,XX©w  qu  bnota  ny:>od»  ©©©dT  .©niwt 

.WiXl  gaibdot 

t. 

to  ■*!«©  ©d/  ^©yoiq  bfl/i  'totol©  ©d/  al  i>l5it  er:^  ot  ^cow  ©»  ©taX?"  ©ii?  to  ?aoM 
blucm  altJBo  Bdt  ,Bt3inBdtO  .QlitAo  Bdt  ot  it  fcot  ©w  ©lotofl  lebbot  eAs  doit  aioo 
.lobbot  moD  aozt  moo  soiatei/da  «do^  aucXtot  *fcl3  ©  saw  .moo' dot/n)  ciof  x«8 

a  tl  .dot  aXcf  a  ©a*  qoio  moo  alea  ©dt  s^lX^.eir'iad  ,©x^  ^aa  sool  ©«odt  al 
10  ladtDo^qad  at  yXiao  nioo  ©cooa  ^^Wolq  cap^ad  aotto  od  .best  oX  saod' bad  laonat 
vat  a  fll  qu  bet  ©d  ot  bad  baa  Xae^uoo  eiudaXoai  n/  d^Xd  aa«  moo  aJtdT  i©dctoQ 

•dd  f?o  soad  taura  na©  ©d;f  »utio  a  dl  qu  beIXq  ©d  bluoo  moo  to  aXedsucf  &iot©€ 

Si  ,<■©*  ooi-  dXia  Bdt  ofat  Suq  ©isw  atoo  edf  tl.  .Y^b  xXiXat  me©  yeult  Ittau  a.XXad© 

taevaad  xiico  aXam  edt  aX8©d  toa  bib  leana^  ©dt  ©raXt  ed^  to  taoW  .blora  lo  ^oi  bXuc© 

iiadcoavoM  to  taiXt  ©d^  lo  ledotoO  to  ^aax  Ltsdu 

©Xi>»  flecn  ©aadT  .ncd^  lot  aioo  yoXq  oi’  flora  sauox  b'^ild  aieaiat  ob~oy-XX©w  ocioa 
^Ibfca  nl  .dlio  ©d?  olcx  tuq  Xedsud  xloae  lot  lodaud  loq  ola©o  ©eidx  oi  edo  poit  btaq 
.©ftuod  i^ioanat  ©d^  ta  roooi  baa  Maod  70s  'loiiotq  aiuo  ©fl^ 

to  aXadaud  x^jaa  jfclq  o7  botaav  on  tX  7ad7  vea>(  i53X>iq  mo?  boocollfiqi©  '*;ievS 
luod  aa  bad  to  luo  ^03  ©H  .salmc^n  Bdt  ai  x-^'^aa  tiata  Xaun  ed  ,  x^  acp  tit  moo 

.meCi  ©a7  oi  /now  baa  mrofuaX  IXo  Xooo  0  doo7  ©R  .  ,748XXxab  ©icted  ©iocd  lo 

©auod  odt  ot  boaiuiel  od  Xxoil  .aeaiod  owS  Bid  beaaomad  baa  bal^iuo  .b©t  od 
asIXata  ©dt  ©ea  o7  lonXd  lot  c^uon©  tt^Xl  eaw  St  ea  acoa  ai  .iaatsiaeid  sxd  a  ©Xa  ©4 

.X!Osa»  boa  oiaox  aid  dflw  bielt  ©di  cl  da©,©.!  ,aioo  to 

boa  moo  to  afedar/d  boibaud  a«o  be^olq  aiodolq  boos  xiiafloltqooxsi  wet  A 
XXew  bib  aieiol  i  #ooi4  .xat*  luod-col  a  atdll©  d  .  w  ©dt  otof  bnad  x^  belorodt 

,\ab  i©q  tX©d '.ud  10  ©v  it-  x:t  i.eve©  *'iio  ot 

V 

10  ©flottiffl  oottoo  enow  ©leyoiq  taoM  .abnad  so  dsuoi  Y^ev  aaw.saiyolq  aioO 
dtl«  hluoo  od  ©a  aaettlra  dtlw  taat  o©  sloiq  ^oa  bluoo  ed  txl^ucuiX  ledtst  .©eroXs 
baa  «ai  ed  oetto  blue©  ©bead  ©Id  taeviad  aioo  edt  to  baa  edt  yS  «abaad  ©iad 

.fliya  edt  at  e^abaio  e^iaX  ax>it  ^cibeold 

■  ■ 

beio&aoq©  ©aalta^an  erzat  ©no©  ,000x000  acaaof  d  aea4.doaai  snl^dlq  aioo  ©loteS 
boa  Aset  a  bensisf^  ©aii  ledolq  doee  ©taetnoo  o&adt  cl  ©taataoo  :f^iyolq  aioo 
od*  aomeq  ©dX  .dolq  ot  doxd*  onit  aioo  t:  e*<oi  to  leduuc  alatiuo  a  baa  aosav 
Xtaalfl  tuoda  xXXauau  ,bolieq  ctatiea  a  aid.^  nos©*  aid  otal  aioo  tbOa  ©dt  tuq 
edt  at  ©lae  xojxd  oot  ©vaoT  toa  bib  od  bebivoiq  •lead*  bei^^ab  aaw  .aatuaiot 
ot  suisolXo  yaaca  oot  ©rad  ton  blb  ed  bebi'xoiq  tas  ^beyrvtq  ed  ©ladir  bialt 

ot  beau  ©tneteco  saisfolq  aioo  ©taJa  eaedT  ,  aosaw  udt  otal  w©irtt  ©d  me©  ©dt 

.aiotAtoeqa  to  abwoib  faeis  weib 
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FARM  MACHINES 


In  the  eighteen  seventies  and  eighties  very  few  farmers  had  much  money  invested 
in  farm  machinery.  Then  it  was  conparatively  easy  for  a  strong,  young  man  to  start 
farming  for  himself.  He  could  work  as  a  hired  man  for  some  other  farmer  for  a  few 
years.  If  he  saved  his  money  he  could  go  to  some  sale,  where  a  fanner  was  selling 
out  at  auction,  and  buy  a  walking  plow,  harrow,  cultivator,  and  farm  wagon. 

With  these  he  was  able  to  start  farming,  sifter  he  had  secured  a  team  of  horses 
and  harness.  He  could  rent  a  piece  of  land  by  agreeing  to  give  from  two^fifths  to 
one-half  of  the  crop  as  rent.  If  he  needed  a  corn  planter  or  other  machine  he  could 
usually  rent  one  from  some  other  farmer. 

Before  I  was  old  enough  to  work  as  a  field  hand,  father  had  only  a  few 
machines,  a  walking  stirring  plow,  a  walking  cultivator,  a  wood  frame  harrow 
with  iron  teeth,  a  McCormack  mowing  Enachine,  a  Plano  binder  and  a  wood  hay  rake. 

The  hay  rake  had  long,  wood  teeth  put  through  a  light  piece  of  timber,  six 
inches  square  by  ten  feet  long.  The  teeth,  approximately  four  feet  long,  extended 
through  the  square  timber  at  right  angles  to  it ,  and  spaced  so  they  extended  an 
equal  distance  on  each  sid®  of  it.  One  horse  was  hitched  to  this  rake.^  it  slid 
along  the  ground,  a  man  walked  behind  it.  When  the  rake  was  full  of  hay  the  man 
raised  the  handles,  which  extended  upwards  from  the  center  of  the  rake,  and  dumped 
the  hay  by  causing  the  rake  to  flip  over. 

Father  also  had  a  farm  wagon  with  wood  wheels.  In  dry  weather  we  sometimes 
had  to  take  these  wheels  to  the  local  blacksmith  shop  to  have  the  steel  tires  set 
tight  so  they  would  not  fall  off  and  cause  the  wheels  to  break  down.  This  wagon 
could  be  topped  with  either  the  standard  wagon  box,  or  the  hay  rack.  The  box  and 
the  rack  could  be  interchanged  according  to  the  load  we  wished  to  haul. 

For  hauling  small  loads  of  hay,  or  fodder,  about  the  farm,  we  used  what  we 
called  a  drag,  or  slide.  The  slide  was  made  of  one-inch  boards,  six  Inches  wide 
and  fourteen  feet  long.  They  were  nailed  together  with  cross  boards  so  as  to  make 
a  platform  eight  feet  wide  and  fourteen  feet  long.  The  doubletree  was  fastened  to 
the  front  of  this  slide  by  a  log  chain.  When  the  horses  were  hitched  to  it  the 
slide  was  dragged  over  the  ground.  The  load  was  usually  less  than  one  ton  in  weight. 

We  also  had  a  bob-sled  with  cast  iron  runners.  When  there  was  snow  on  the 
ground  we  often  put  the  wagon  box  on  this  sled  and  drove  to  Oskaloosa,  or  other 
towns,  to  do  shopping  or  haul  freight.  We  often  used  the  sled  for  hauling  grain 

or  wood. 

All  grain  had  to  be  loaded  with  a  scoopshovelj  all  bay  with  a  pitchfork.  The 
only  way  we  had  for  hauling  barnyard  manure  was  to  pitch  it  onto  a  wagon  box  with 
a  pitchfork  or  shovel,  and  then  drive  the  wagon  to  the  fields  where  the  manure  was 
unloaded  with  the  fork  or  shovel. 

One  machine  that  was  very  important  to  us  was  the  grindstone.  I  spent  many 
hours,  of  my  first  twenty  years,  turning  the  crank  of  the  grindstone  while  father 
sharpened  scissors,  butcher  knives,  pocket  knives,  scythes,  mower  sickles,  axes, 
chisles,  or  any  other  edged  tools.  It  was  not  too  tiring  to  grind  small  tools, 
but  it  sometimes  got  pretty  tiresome  before  we  had  ground  an  entire  mower  sickle. 

When  I  was  nine  or  ten  father  took  me  to  the  fields  with  him.  When  he 
hitched  a  horse  to  the  hay  rake  he  put  me  on  the  horse  to  guide  it  so  he  would 
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ggMIaJiM  hSriAi.  -  •■  . 

ty^tnerai  ycdaoai  ilaxmi  bAH  »iawl«t  wst  ^ca  Mitaeraa  oee^risJa  bI 

^aU  0/  aam  ij  lot  x^aa  tXavl^a^aqfBoa  a«w  ti  a»flT  .ya^aln^omr^  rraal  al 

wel  a  lol  rranwat  leil^o  eo»9  icl  aam  bailil  a  aa  li'xoir  fclaoo  eH  .liaacDlii  lot  jioinna^ 
aaiXXaa  aav  Tt.rtnat  b  eiada  ^aXaa  ©moa  oi  05,  Mi/co  exi  t:©floffl  aid  bevaa  ad  IX  .tiAov 
r^nn  ennX  baa  .■K>tafttloo  .moitad  ,i,aj.<i  anfAItm  a  xud  ban  .oolrooa  ia  luo 

1 

aeaiod  lo  maei  a  benuoAm  bad  ©d  i©.m  .sninrxel  v*i©ta  ©Ida  eaw  ©d  ©aed.^  d^iW 
ot  adnn-o.j  fncnl  ©fX^  oX  snlee-xs©  yd  baaX  to  eo©^q  a  toai  bXx/00  aH  vatacnad  boa 
bXi>03  ad  anXiloaoi  -tadto  to  Ta^iiaXq  moo  a  babeax.  ©d  IT  .ta©*!  aa  qoTo  ©di'  to  tled-^^ao 

.Taonat  'Mdto  ©cnos  oooTt  ono  taat  yXiadat/ 

a©l  a  ylflo  bad  Tadtal  .baad  bXelt  a  aa  artoa  oX  dswon©  bXo  aa©  I  aroldfi 
woiTad  ©(noTt  boo©  a  .TOta?X^lLfo  j^idXa©  a  ,©oXq  saiiiXXa  snijUaw  a  .tcdaidoacD 
.axar  yad  boo©  a  bna  TabbXd  oxiai^  a  .enldoaiu.  jiiaX«ton)  >»  :.3frrio0oy  a  ,d^©o^  rfOTl  dXl© 

xXa  ,T©dmit  to  ©oaiq  t/^XX  a  djc^i/cTdX  Xi/q  boo©  ,8floX  bad  ©jiar  yad  ©r£T 

bobaetx©  ^gooX  X®ot  iwct  yXeXabiXxoiqqa  ,dX©oX  ©dT  .jiooX  Xeot  net  yd  ©laypa  aedoai 
oa  babaatx©  y«dX  oa  b,>oaq©  baa  ,Xi  oX.  aaigaa  Ja  TadtoiX  ©rjoup©  edx  daaoidX 

blla  tx  aA  tA^iA'i  aXdt  oX  bodoXlri  aa©  oeTod  ©aO  ,Xx  to  obXe  doa»  cc  ©oaataib  laup© 
aam  ©d.^  y^  to  Hot  aa©  ©Tiar  ©dX  aedi  .XI  biitdea  boXXa©  aaoi  a  .baaoi?^  ©dX  gao/a 
baqniub  bna  ,®;£aT  ©d^  to  leJaeo  adX  oiOTt  abTawqa  babnaXx©  doXdw  .  aoXbaAi  adx  baaXai 

.TOTo  qlXt  ox  edX  soiai/ao  yd  yad  ©dx 

8©cniX©tac»a  €m»  lodx*;©©  yrb  oX  ,eIo©d©  boo©  u^tv  ao^a©  mat  a  bad  oaXo  TodXa? 
x©a  aoTiX  «dX  ©vad  oX  qoda  dXXfliaioald  Xaooi,  f>dX  oX  aXoed©  ©aadX  ©dax  oX  bad 

aogfi©  GXdT  .a©ob  aia©Td  oX  ai©©d©  ©dx  ©aaao  baa  tto  Xiat  Xoa  bXuo»  ot  xdgiX 

boa  xod  ©dT  .itoai  yad  ©dx  to  ,xod  ao^©  boabnaXa  edv  ladXt©  dXi©  baqqoX-  ©d  bXaoo 
•  Xaad  ox  bedaXw  o©  baoX  ©dX  ox  gcXbToobb  bogaadmexal  ©d  blaoo  doat  edX 

f'  •  •  ■  • 

e©  Xad©  b©9a  ©»  .,wiat  ©dX  Xi^oca  ,Tabbot  to  »yad  to  abaol  IXaiia  ^tiiluAd  Tot 
©bX©  aodoaX  xXa  ,BbTaod  dd/!X>6ao  to  obam  ta©  ©bXIa  ©dT  .ebll©  to  .sarb  a  boXIao 
ox  aa  Oft  afcraod  ©boto  dxi©  TBdXagoX  beXXan  ot'©©  -iunf  .gaol  X©©t  oaoXTaot  boa 
ox  b©fl©xtat  aa©  ©©ixoXdi^jb  ©dT  .gnoX  X©©t  aaaXraot  bc.3  ©,t>X©  x©©t  xagi^  cmolXalq  a 
^  ©dJ  XI  ox  bodDXXd  ©Taii  aaaTod  ©dX  a©dt  .alado  goi  yd  ©6XI«  ©idx  to  XaoTl  ©dX 
•flX©*  ax  aoX  ©CO  aadX  ©aax  yl/.aaaa  s^^©  baoX  ©dT  ,bno-.‘3>4  ©dx  to?o  boagarb  ta«  ebtXa 

•dX  ao  ©oa©  aa©  ©TodX  nadW  .iTatxaaT  aortl  Xaap  dXX©  b©Xa-^doa  a  b©d  oaXa  ©W 
TedXo  TO  .aeocIaiiAO  oX  oTOTb  baa  betr  aXdX  ao  xod  noga©  ©dX  Xaq  asXto  ♦©  baaoTa 
alatg  sniXi/dd  Tot  boi«  edX  boeu  rf«no  ©«  .Xd&Xett  Joad  to  satqqode  ob  oX  ,ac©oX 

.boo©  TO 

©^  ^iTotdaXiq  a  dXX©  yad  ila  jXoTodeqooo*  a  dxx©  booac  f  od  oX  bad  aJarg  XXA 
dXX©  xod  aoga©  a  oXao  XX  doXXq  oX  ^  u*  tncanr  gaiiL  ^id  Tot  bad  ©»  yla© 

aa©  ©T^,  o9n  ©dx  ©Tad©  abXeXt  adt  of  ^«og©«  2>dx  ©vXTb  cDdX  baa  ,Xoiroria  to  ^TotdaXiq  a 

.Xaxtkda  to  anol  ©dx  dxX©  babaolaa 


yoaoi  -a©qe  I  .aaoX»bn;  ia  ©itx  aa«  ao  oX  xoaXioqmi  yi©?  sa©  XadX  ©aidaaffl  ©aO 

loaXat  •ftbiitijj  ..uX  to  daaro  adx  gaXxrii/X  «aTa©y  yfo^aX  j^tX!  y®  to  .\iaod 

.aaza  tpuoh  ,a©JXy;.a  .a®?iaX  Xeiiooq  *a©vXn^  TadoXad  .«Toa«X®«  ii^iacTada 

;•  oox  ilae. .  baxTg  oX  -aaXnxx  ooX  Xoa  aa©  fT  .aXooX  be^ba  TedXo  yoa  to  .aaXiXda 

.©IM31H  T©ftoia  ©TiXaa  oa  bmiOTg  bad  ©a  orotad  arnotaix^  yXx»Tq  Xog  ftaaiiXaaio©  xx  xud 

,d  n©dW  dXi©  <hX©xt  ©dX  ox  ©ro  dooi  ladXat  iiax  to  ©am  aa©  X  cadW 

.■<c©  ©d  ox  XX  obxjg  0?  ©i^ToJ  ©dX  ao  am  Xaq  ad  aiiaT  yad  ©dX  oX,o«,TOil  a  badoXxd 


not  have  to  guld6  it  with  lineso  Hs  fastened  an  iron  seat;,  fran  some  old  farm 
DMuliines,  onto  the  frame  of  the  walking  cultivator o  He  had  me  ride  in  that  seat 
and  drive  the  team  while  be  cultivated  the  rows  of  corn.,  In  this  way  I  learned 
quite  a  bit  about  driving  horses  before  I  was  big  enou^  to  handle  the  cultivator 
and  stirring  plow  by  myselfo 

In  the  spring  after  I  was  twelvep  I  was  kept  from  school  a  few  days  to  help 
put  in  the  oats  crop,  After  father  had  walked  across  the  corn  stalk  fields  seed¬ 
ing  the  oats  seed  by  handp  I  started  driving  the  team  and  walking  cultivator  down 
the  corn  stalk  row^  stirring  up  the  ground  to  cover  the  oats  seedo  Father  never 
had  a  disc  harrow  until  after  I  left  the  farm. 

The  spring  after  I  was  fourteen,  father  bought  another  team  of  horses.  He 
bought  a  new  set  of  harness,  a  new  walking  plow,  a  cultivator,  and  a  new  steel 
harrow.  From  that  time  until  I  left  the  farm,  I  worked  as  a  full  farm  hand  during 
crop  time.  Father  and  I  each  had  a  fourteen  inch  walking  plow.  If  both  of  us 
worked  a  ten  hour  day  we  might  have  five  acres  of  ground  plowed  by  nightfall.  I 
soon  got  accustomed  to  walking  behind  the  plow  and  did  not  mind  it  too  much,  al¬ 
though  I  often  walked  more  than  twelve  miles  a  day.  It  was  much  harder  to  walk 
all  day  behind  the  harrow.  The  ground  was  very  soft  and  I  did  not  have  any  plow 
handles  to  lean  on. 


Mo  *  rt  ,?/»08  ooii  as  eH  ^Hitail  dtiw  li  o6Xin^  o^  Bfad  ioa 

lit  o6t  A  ISxAil  »H  ttli/D  i^alsUav  edi  to  cay^l  odl  o^do  ,oalJlcuM8 

b^tnml  I  xo*  •triJ'  nl  n-to?  to.  s»cn  orft  «d  oXiilw  cvbaS  «rM  bas 

odi  ojLbiicri  of  d^Oim  aid  aow  i  t^iotod  aofno.'i  jjutittrib  fuodB  a  Bttifp 

^  \;d  «oiq  jacitTIt#*  baa 


qiad  of  a^ab  aot  a  Xooaoa  or^tt  tqoi  saw  I  ^©fXe-wi  o»w  I  ie;fia  a^ttqs  ol 
-boot  «bXett  dXais  inoo  odt  aeotoa  bojlLsw  had  ladxat  .qoto  axao  odt  at  tuq 

cwob  lo^avixiuo  s^IMIaw  baa  maaX  edi  snlTttb  bbJt/^ta  I  bojsii  jd  boas  stAo  adi  sat 
tfiirafl  ladtat  .boat  aJao  &dt  levoo  ot  bxjuox*  add.^qa  3olnlJ%  iW<yi  aioa  sdt 

.oTLot  odt  Jtal  -  taJta  iitaa  woriad'osifc  a  bad 


afl  .•as'xod  lo  fnaat  ledxoaa  >d3uod  %edta\  .naetxuot  saw  I  letta  saltq^  »dT 
Xaata  wan  a  bn«  ,Toxawl^^Xi/o  a  (WOiq  jf^ai^LXav  waa  a  .eaeanad  to  ^et  wea  a  td^x/od 
Aflfiiib  baad  anat  llu\  a  sa  bajtttoii  I  ,anat  odt  .JtaX  I  itxoo  emtt  tadx  caottl  .woTTad 
50  to  died  tl  .woiq  snlalXasf  dt^oi  noetiijot  a  6M  doaa  I  baa  <xedtaY  .etcit  qoio 
^  .Ilatidsta  bawoXq  box/oig  to  aetoa  ©r  tt  «>  .•:>.i  idatfla  ow  yab  tx/od  no^’  a  bediov 

♦  la  «doaai  oot  bntxa  tea  bit  ho  a  woiq  adi  batnod  antdXaw  bacooisnot^a  /oa  jsooa 

3(iaw  ox  Tfebtad  dot/oi  saw  fl  ♦yab  a  «eXtm  »?XawX  aadd’  a'lofli  bodlaw  aaxto  I  d^aod^ 
po£q  yea  orad  don  btb  I  baa  dtoa  yia?  eaw  bflu<yij5j  adT  .woTiad  edf  balded  yab  XXa 

.no  naaX  od  saXbaad 
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AMUSEMENTS  AND  PLiY 


i^G8026 


How  coiuld  a  boy  e¥er  bair©  oa  a  on©  hmdr©d  and  twenty  acre  farm?  We  were 
se'^en  miles  from  the  nearest  towi&o  I  had  ifery  few  toySs,  bongkt  from  the  stores » 
During  the  summer  ^aoatica  I  might  not  see  a  neighbor  boy  for  a  week  or  more.  What 
could  I  do  for  fun?,  A  child  In  su'Ch  a  position  usually  learns  to  make  his  own 
amusement  o  Sister  Mabel  was  four  years  older  than  I  <,  Bertha  was  two  years  older„ 
Nora  was  nearly  fl^o  years  younger.  Often  my  older  sisters  had  work  to  do  around 
the  house „  I  was  left  to  play  alone, 

Nat'tirallyi  my  play  was  an  imitation  of  what  I  saw  my  father  do„  He  had. 
horses o  I  had  horses.  He  plowed  his  fields  with  a  stirring  plow,  I  plowed  my 
fields.  He  hauled  hay,  I  hauled  hay.  He  hauled  wagon  loads  of  sand  and  dirt. 

So  did  I , 

It  made  no  difference  that  my'  horses  were  sticks  which  I  picked  up  here  and 
there.  My  stable  was  mad®  by  laying  a  few  sticks  on  the  ground  in  the  desired 
shape.  My  hay  was  a  little  dried  grass  which  I  could  always  find  in  dry  weather, 

I  rode  my  horses  at  a  furious  gallop,  I  hitched  them  to  my  drag  which  I  nade  by 
nailing  a  wood,  boa:  onto  an  old  board  I  found  lying  around  the  yard.  The  work  I 
did  with  these  horses  and  in  caring  for  them  was  real  work. 

In  order  to  plow  my  fields  g  I  took  a  lid  from  a  tin  can  an’d  bent  it  into  the 
shape  of  a  stirring  plow.  With  this  plow  I  turned  the  fixrrows  on  a  small  plot  of 
ground  as  Indus trio'usly  as  did  my  father  on  his  broad  acres,  I  hauled  sand  and 
dirt  by  leading  it  onto  my  express  wagoUg  or  homemade  drag.  Then  I  became  the 
horse  to  pull  the  load. 

After  I  start-6d  to  school  I  heard  of  George  Washington g  the  scout  and 
general,  I  also  heard  of  Daniel  Boone,  So  at  home  I  became  a  scout  and  soldier. 

In  order  to  be  a  scout  I  loust  ha'^e  a  gun,  I  was  ne^er  too  handy  with  tools  but 
I  begged  father  until  he  took  a  pine  board  and  sawed  it  into  the  shape  of  a  rifle. 
He  also  mads  me  a  wooden  swc'rd  frem  a  broom  handle.  With  the  help  of  some  neighbor 
boys  I  learned  to  whittle  out  something  that  looked  somewhat  like  a  re'fol^er.  With 
my  rifle g  sword  and  re'^olirer  I  was  prepared  for  any  danger.  When  one  or  two  nei^“ 
b4r  boys  came  to  see  me  we  had  a  noisy  time  being  scouts  and  Indians, 

At  other  tSmes  I  built  small  sail  beats  and  sailed  th®ii  across  the  farm  pond, 

I  imagined  1  was  on  my  boat  crossing  the  gre-at  Atlantic  Ocean,  In  my  history  book 
I  read  atout  th®  battle  between  the  two  first  iron-clad  ships »  the  Monitor  and  the 
Merrlmac,  I  built  a  boat  to  look  like  a  '^Cheese  box  on  a  raft*^.  That  was  the 
title  gl'fen  the  Monitor g  by  the  southern  people. 

One  tame  I  was  giwn  a  pair  of  ice  skates  for  Christmas,  They  were  the  kind 
that  clamp  onto  the  sole  of  the  boot  or  shoe,  I  had  caany  hours  of  fun  skating  with 
th^  on  our  farm  pond  or  on  the  creek  that  ran  through  one  corner  of  our  farm. 

There  is  a  long  hill  on  the  K  road  that  runs  on  the  west  side  of  our  farm. 
Before  the  days  of  the  autcmoblle  that  hill  was  a  fine  place  to  coast.  Most  any 
evening  in  winterg  when  there  was  enough  snowg  there  might  b©  as  many  as  fifteen 
or  twenty  boys  and  girls y  from  six  to  forty  cut  coasting, 

John  Pickerell  mad®  a  coaster  bob  by  fastening  two  strong  hand  sleds  together 
with  a  long  pl,ankg  fastened  on  top  of  them  in  such  a  way  that  the  front  sled  could 
be  turned  to  g’oide  the  coaster.  The  Miller  brothers  mad®  another  coaster.  Each 
coaster  eould  carry  from  sefen  to  ten  people.  Some  nights  we  had  bright  moonlight. 
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9^9w  ©»  TariBlt  fndJB  ^>iw  be'Jbfu.ji  ©«o  a  ao  ot/1  ©fed  i6ve  'fo<l  a  bjiuoo  ftoH 

,aa‘iD^»  Qdl  flr>*a  ?4»0orf  ^9X0t  *©t  £>Ad  X  aaoi  tairxMiii  eit  caot't  ^etaa 

•trzoea  zo  itf-^w  .•  lol  lodcijjldfl  a  eeu  roa  I  aoxta^ai  rennutt  ^nl^roQ 

fo»o  iXxl  ftstam  ot  aoiaol  'ilAdi/aa  aol^xaoq  a  liowu  aX  6Xlil>  A  lol  o6  I  blaoo 

.TefjXo  a°ia©x  ari^i^a  .1  aari^  'X&blo  li/oJ  aaw  ia^aXI  JaatDaaama 

bctrona  ob  oX  ]#’tow  bad  a^staXfi  lebXo  x*-^  .les^xoY  fi^aox  •'  il  arioH 

*  .©iio3£!  \alq  ot  aaw  Z  ©raodi  •ril’ 

bail  afl  .Ob  Tt>aXal  waa  I  tariw  lo  aa  eaa  XP”*  .yXiaiti-jaH 

XB  bewoXq  I  ,»oXq  iyiinita  a  d^-Xw  abXoXt  a„M  t^woXq  eH  ©©a^iod  bad  I  .aeerrod 
.MXb  boA  bflau  bbaol  flogaw  JboXx/ad  oil  <*•/!  l^iuAti  \  x^d  befi'ad  oU  .efcXait 

Z  bib  o2 

bfla  o*t©d  qu  bAihiq  I  d:>id«  e>foXir  ^law  %tih^od  ^  tcjit  aocoialT^ib  on  aXivs  il 
bd'^laab  Bdf  nt  bxu/oxa  ad^  no  8ai::>Iia  wait  a  saiXi^i  -{d  abate  aa*  aldaJa  .ATodi 
.’lad^aaa  xib  ni  bnXl  axawXa  bXao^  1  doxda  aea-is  ba/'rb  oX/j.*^  a  aa«  x^  ‘.aqadt 
yd  abisn  I  rfoXdi'  vazL  xta  ct  coad/  fcadorXd  I  ,qoXX«^  axro 'Xf't  a  xa  aat'^od  yni  aboi  I 

I  alToa  adT  .'biay  adJ-  bax/oia  adlyf  b/ij/ol  X  bt/^od  bio  aa  o-^ao  aod  boow  a  scriXiaa 

.i'xo*  Xaot  aaw  aiadJ  Tol  gnitjaci  ni  boa  eaaiud  anadX  d)  ia  bib 

Bdf  otal  tl  toBd  boa  aao  aXt  a  a»^Y  bXX  a  ^oef  I  «»bXaXt  ym  aoiq  oJ  lebto  a  I 
Yo  toXq  x:':V2  a  no  a«0'mt/1:  aai  boaiut  I  iroXq  uJtaJ  d^iW  ..wolq  ani'iiijA  a  io  aqa*1a 
boa  bnafi  baXb;id  I  aaiDa  taozd  eXd  ao  radial  x»  bxb  &a  xX*..oXi/»abaX  aa  baiioia 

ad^  amaoad  J  nadl  .{jaib  nh’^todcood  zo  ,ac®aw  bfc€faqx8  y®  orao  il  j^aibaoX  yd  X*xxb 

.baoi  adx  lluq  oi  a^tod 

haa  fvoon  odf  ^ncX^Xdaai  aaioaO  lo  btaad  I  Xoodoa  o?  balaaXa  I 
.ZBlblon  ban  Xwoia  a  e»aa;>©d  I  aiDod  da  pa  ,aaoo'X  ia  ‘uail  Yo  biaaa  oela  X  .Xaianag 
difd  siood  dit9  xbnnd  ood  lataa  taw.  I,  .ain^  a  ov^d  ft  gj  I  yi/ooa  a  ad  aebio  al 

*aXlXa  a  lo  aqada  add  cdfix  tx  bewae  baa  Maod  atiq  a  iSood  ad  iido.:;  laddaY  beg^ad  I 
I0(ld3laa  ©fljoa  Yo  qiad  a.^d  ddil  .aXbaad  woad  a  ©uiiY  biora  aetu-n  a  em  ♦b/i;r.  oiXa  aE 
ddXi  .tadioTai  a  aaliX.  faa«>a»a  baaiool  dadd  saldi^auw  diro  Bitficw  oj  baairaaX  I  ayod 
-d^Ian  owd  zo  wo  a&dW  'la^oab  yaa  'fol  baiaqarq  aat*  I  la.-Xotai  bba  baowt  ;aXYi'j  yoi 

.<Lr;sXb0l  boa  ^dirota  ^alad  acaid  a  bad  v'w  am  at>*  .>r  amao  ayod  ibd 

*baoq  nrra^  add  Baol^a  atf  it  bollAJ^  ban  adaod  Xxaa  XIaiijf  dXXad  I  aoaitd  laddo  dA 
iood  x^toxaXd  yc  al  .oaaoO  !>xdaaXd^A->laa'i3  add  ?)Xifat.oi.  daod  y®  ao  taif  I  bentaaai  I 
add  ban  lOdinoM  arid  ,aqidfe  aoii  Z«iXl  eax  add  ;iat)«.Dd  dX;?»d  ^d  di/oda  baai  I 

add  ea*  tadT  *’"dYa:[  a  ai>  xod  a^-aadO**  a  edXX  3CcoX  od  raod  a  il  txid  1  .oanxniaM 

.aiqoaq  ffioddwot.  add  yd  .  '.^>dXnoU  add  aarJta  aXdtd 


bnial  add  a-row  ycdT  i-a.utei.'iifO  loJ  Aadikit  aoi  Yo  ilaq  a  n©’*  ib  taw  1  amxd  aaO 
ddlw  3isidxi]Ca_|ud)  Yo  aTu  d  ynaai  bad  X  .,aoda  to  d^tf  add  lo  aXot  add  odno  qeuiX:  dadd 
uTiat  Zjjo  T*>iaToo  aac  dftifoid*  iA't  radd  alaaio  adf  no  to  baoq  aial  too  no  a»dd 

oiat  TOO  Yo  abXa  de«*  edd  no  loj-t  dadd  baoT  31  aad  no  XXxd  saol  a  ci  ©Tedt 
yaa  daoM  .daaco  od  c  :dXq  aa.t.l  e.s#  Xiid  /add  olXd  dioji/a  add  lo  ayab  a/id  aiolafl 
an9rtl\  aa  va""  •a  «  f  ddsiffl  aredi  .*oaa  os-JonB  *a«f  cr\«dd  uodw  .ladnia  nX  sotnata 

»g^nlS6Jsoz  dio  tdiol  or  idotI  .bXtX3  ooa  ayed  y^aavr  lo 

leddy^  ;  «bfeU  ^ao^d.**  o»d  saio^daat  ded  ladaao^  a  ♦-.DAin  Tlaaa^rf^J  adoV 

bixaoc  bwXe  diio'il  add  dadd  yaa  a  d^i/«  it  <DadJ  "ic  q..  i  beoa*.a^  ^noX  a  dflv 

dzaX  .ladi.A.'.^  laddoaa  abA®  tToddoTd  zeiXitt  arff  Kiraaoo  add  od  bBozui  ed 

.dds-iXaootn  dd^xid  bad  aa  add^xn  e:a  S  .aXiuXjq  cai  of  uo^aa  moz\  xijl^  bXaoa  ladaaoo 


a« 


Other  nights  it  was  so  dark  we  carried  lighted  coal  oil  lanterns  on  the  sleds  so  we 
could  see  where  to  go. 

Dan  and  Jessie  Richards  lived  in  the  house  beside  the  coasting  hill.  One  night 
they  invited  all  the  boys  and  girls  into  their  house  to  help  make  and  pull  sorghum 
molasses  taffy. 

No  boy  should  have  to  grow  up  on  a  farm  without  having  a  good  Jackknife,  I  was 
rather  small  when  father  got  my  first  knife,  I  soon  lost  it,  I  suppose  it  fell  out 
of  ray  pocket  when  I  was  tumbling  around.  After  I  lost  one  or  two  more,  father 

bought  me  a  knife  that  had  a  long  chain  attached  to  it  so  I  could  fasten  it  to  ray 

clothes,  I  was  able  to  keep  that  knife  for  quite  a  while, 

Every  spring,  when  the  leaves  came  out  on  the  willows,  I  had  to  have  some 

whistles  made.  At  first  father  raade  a  few  for  me.  Then  I  learned  to  make  my  own. 

I  pity  the  boy  who  has  never  made  or  blown  a  willow  whistle. 

Often  I  went  to  the  woods  to  find  a  clump  of  elder  bushes.  I  cut  one  of  the 
elder  stems,  which  are  always  filled  with  soft  pith.  Such  stems  have  joints,  ten 
to  twelve  inches  in  length,  I  cut  one  of  these  Joints,  Then  I  looked  around  for 
some  dogwood.  I  cut  a  stick  of  dogwood  and  formed  a  ramrod  for  the  pop  gun  I  had 
in  mind,  I  made  the  pop  gun,  by  first  punching  out  the  soft  pith  from  the  elder 
stem.  The  ramrod  was  made  by  whittling  the  dogwood  stem  Just  the  right  size  to  go 
through  the  hollow  elder  stem  easily.  The  small  part  of  the  ramrod  was  made  about 
one  inch  shorter  than  the  elder  tube. 

When  the  pop  gun  was  complete  I  would  take  some  old  newspaper  and  soak  it  in 
water  or  chew  it  until  it  was  moist.  Then  I  would  push  it  into  the  elder  tube  with 
the  ramrod,  I  stuffed  another  wad  of  wet  paper  into  the  other  end  of  the  hollow 
tube.  As  I  pushed  the  second  wad  into  the  tube  the  air  between  the  two  wads  of 
paper  became  compressed  and  forced  the  first  paper  wad  out  with  a  loud  pop.  I  had 
lots  of  fun  with  these  pop  guns,  which  cost  me  nothing  but  a  little  work  to  make. 

I  could  always  find  the  materials  for  making  them  on  our  farm. 

In  the  fall  of  the  year  I  was  very  much  fascinated  by  the  steam  engine  tractors 
which  were  used  at  that  time  for  threshing  grain.  When  I  started  home  from  school, 
on  a  September  afternoon,  I  often  stopped  at  a  willow  tree,  a  short  distance  from 
the  school  house.  I  cut  a  limber  willow  switch,  I  removed  a  few  of  the  leaves  but 
left  enough  to  form  a  heavy  brush  of  leaves  near  the  small  end  of  the  switch.  Then 
I  took  the  switch  in  ray  band  and  walked  down  the  road,  sRinging  it  up  and  down 
swiftly  as  I  walked.  The  Swish^shxT,  Swish^shu,'  Swish-shu;  sound  made  by  the  leaves 
on  the  end  of  the  switch  reminded  me  of  the  puffing  steam  engine,  I  imagined  I 
was  a  steam  engineer. 

The  autumn  months  brought  more  fun  for  it  was  the  time  to  harvest  nuts,  I 
liked  to  take  a  cloth  sack  and  walk  to  a  hazelnut  thicket  where  I  would  fill  my 
sack  with  nuts,  still  inside  the  husks.  I  would  spread  them  out  to  dry  for  a 
few  days  before  I  husked  them  and  stored  them  to  be  eaten  later. 

We  had  several  shell-bark  hickory  trees  growing  in  our  hog  pasture.  If  we 
let  the  nuts  get  ripe  enough  to  fall  the  hogs  would  eat  them.  Bertha  and  I  would 
go  out  as  «oon  as  we  could  knock  the  nuts  from  the  tree  by  Jarring  the  tree  trunk 
with  a  maul.  Then  we  would  pick  up  the  nuts  and  carry  them  home. 

A  niinber  of  large  black  walnut  trees  grew  on  our  creek  bottom  land.  One  fall 
father  took  the  farm  wagon  and  we  helped  him  fill  the  fourteen  inch  deep  wagon  box 
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t>w  08  8^8X8  e/1^  ao  *«cn3^a^»X  £to  Xaoo  tetrjao  o»  34*iaJb  C8  nsit  tl  etd3ia  ledtO 

.ci^  Ot  8T[8liW  888  fcXuOO 

8oO  .lllii  ?).r:l^a«od  8d;f  abiaed  aiuicd  8n;t  aX  bsrlX  abrxiiidoXH  aXaaeL  bxui'  ojbC 
ot/d^ioc  Ili/q  ftfl*  ©jfacD  qXad  eetfod  aiadX  Ovol  eXiXs  taa  eyod  eriX  Xia  ba^Xrnl  X€«l^ 

aeasaXoa 

saw  I  .e^Xnibtoaf,  boo^  jy  Xjjod^lv  tjrufTt  a  ao  qii  aoig  e^eil  bfjjoxia  ^od  oH 

XiK)  Xlttl  etoqque  I  .i'X  XaoX  flo03  I  ^aiit  \j2  ^03  iQdta'i  a«il»  Xlacsa  *10x1X61 

lexlXal  ,81011!  owX  10  eao  XeoX  I  laXlA  .tflaoia.^nUdcsuX  saw  I  oadw  tyiooq  \tii  lo 
>jnj  oX  Xi  xiaXsa^  bli/oo  I  oa  Xi  oX  badoaxxa  aiaxio  aco>f  *  bad  XariX  a  ac  Xil^uod 

•  eXXdw  a  eXlap  lol  olic^i  X/^xiX  qssal  oX  alda  saw  I  .aaritoXo 

acioa  awaxl  oX  bad  I  ,a«oIXXir  edX  ao  tuo  atneo  eawaoX  cdX  aedw  ,3qiiqa 
.nwo  to  fi-SacD  oX  boaiaoi  I  n»xlT  .©m  lol  wal  a  abiuij  ledXat  Xeii^  XA  .abiwi  aaXXaldt 

.©IXoJtrlw  moll  sit  a  awoXd  ic  «bacD  leTan  ead  odw  xc><^  ®dX  yXXq  I 

9dt  lo  aflo  Xi/D  I  .aadaod  laJbia  to  qm/Io  a  ball  oX  a'  oow  eriX  oX  tomw  T  aaXtO 
caX  ,bX0Xo4  ©yari  acnaXa  doaQ  .dXlq  Xlos  dXiw  buXXX*  avawXa  eia  doXdw  ,  amaXt  i©bla 
lot  hfluo*x«  b9:>lool  I  a©xlT  .ataXot  eaaxlX  to  ©ao  X^j^  I  ,xl^a©X  ol  aoxiool  ©viawx  oX 
bad  I  nus  qoq  «xlX  lot  bo-iinai  a  boonot  baa  boow^ob  to  doXXa  a  Xir  .  I  .boow^ob  ©rnoa 
lebl©  adX  nxMt  dXXq  Xto8  ©dX  tvo  gaidoatiq  Xailt  xd  ♦flip's  qoq  adX  ©bam  1  ,baltn  at 
03  oX  etia  Xd3li  ©dX  Xati^  oaoXa  boow^sob  odX  gaXXttitdw  ©batn  aaw  boifnai  ©dT  maXa 
XiKida  ©bam  saw  bcicnai  ©rix  to  Xiaq  XXama  edT  .yil-ja©  oeXa  i©bl©  woXIod  ©ifx  d^iiOiriX 

^adi/X  i©bXo  ©dX  oariX  i©Xiod«'doal  ©ao 

flX  Xi  ataoa  bna  i©qaqtiron  bXo  ©ojdb  a^iaX  bXuow  I  ©X©Iqn>  o  row  aun  qoq  t>.1X  aedW 
dXiw  adi/X  labia  adX  oXaX,  XX  dai/q  bXjuow  I  oedT  ,X»iorQ  aaw  XX  £iJna  XX  wado  lo  lofow 
woXIod  ©dx  to  ba©  ledXo  ©dX  0X0 1  laqaq  X®w  to  b^  *iT>dtofla  dattiiXa  X  .boimai  odX 

to  Bbav  o*t  adX  ae©wX©d  ila  adX  ©d^X  ©dX  oXa^  baw  bcooOB  ©dX  badeuq  I  bA  .©duX 

bad  1  .qoq  bwoX  a  dXiw  tuo  bow  laqaq  ©dX'  b©oiot  oaa  baa&eiqox^o  emao^d  laqaq 

.aitam  oX  ahow  ©XXXIX  a  Xud  ^ntdtoa  eca  Xaoo  doidw  ,rrii/3  asadx  dXI*  li/t  to  aXoI 

.cfrrat  ixK)  no  iLadX  30X1^301  lot  iCaiiaxdOi  ©ilX  baXt  hluoo  I 

aioXoaiX  00X30©  maeXa  odX  bataaloeat  douta  yio*/  was  i  ia©x  ©dX  to  XXat  odX  al 
:  loonoB  cmt  ©fl»d  b©XiaXa  1  fiad*  .rtlats  anldeoidx  lot  ©mXX  XadX  Xa  boau  ©law  doXdw 
cBDit  aooaXBXb  Xiode  a  ,©©ii  woiiiw  a  Xa  beqqoXa  a€Xlo  X  ,aoo0i©xta  i6dn»Xq©8  a  ao 
Xud  #©7001  adx  to  00t  a  beyocpai  i  .dot Xus  woiXXv  ladmX.f  a  Xtro  I  •aanod  ioodoa  odX 
aadT  .doXXwc  «dX  to  bae  ilaoie  ©dX  •iaaa  &©wael  to  dauid  \\oed  a  oict  oX  1(3000©  XteX 
£rwob  bca  qu  XI  3ai3nXj|B  tbaoi  adX  aivob  baallaw  bn^.  boad  x®  doXiaa  ©dx  liooX  I 
aavaal  odX  <d  abao  b0XK>a  {udo*-do£w&  ;<;d»-daXw8  ,'ada-^dBXwa  ©dT  .beiiaw  1  sa  xXtTitwo 
1  beaX^acoX  I  .©0130^  jLsexa  aoittuq  r>nj  to  am  bobaxc?©!  doftwB  ©dX  to  baa  ©dX  ao 

.laoaiana  Aa©Xa  a  as* 

X  ,%t:rc  Xa©nad  ox  ©ciXX  ad^  saw  Xl  lot  rd/t  airMii  Xd^x/oid  adXdcm  aautuo  ©dT 

Xd»  XX r.  bXt/ow^r  aiodw  XaaJoXdx  Xudiaiad  a  oX  jLlwm  bna  doaa  dXoXo  a  ©AaX  oX  bialXX 

a  lot  xob  cX  X'do  trwdx  fcaeiqs  bidow  I  .aifaud  adx  ablanX  XlXXa  ,0X00  dXXw  ioaa 

‘  .laxaX  fi©Xa©  ©d  ox  tr^dX  baioXa  boa  madx  ba^^&ud  I  aiotad  ax^  »9t 

aw  tX  "rir*  ax  ^oiwoia  a&ai^  C^oiold  )*n^d-./Xad©  Xaiawaa  bad  el 
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with  walnuts 0  There  were  so  nsany  nuts  left  that  we  went  back  and  picked  up  another 
load. 


We  enjoyed  cracking  these  different  nuts.  We  ate  them  out  of  the  shell.  We 
used  them  in  making  candy  and  cakes.  I  understand  father  sold  the  walnut  trees  for 
lumber  before  he  moved  from  the  farm. 

Often,  in  the  spring  when  earthworms  were  easily  found,  I  dug  a  few  worms  and 
went  down  to  the  creek  where  I  cut  a  long,  light  weight  pole,  I  attached  a  line 
with  hook,  sinker,  and  cork  to  the  pole,  I  baited  the  hook  and  watched  with  delight 
as  some  bullhead  pulled  the  cork  under  the  surface  of  the  water.  Those  bullheads 
were  fun  to  catch.  They  were  also  good  eating.  I  have 'never  been  much  of  a  fisher¬ 
man,  but  I  still  like  to  throw  in  a  hook  where  bullheads  are  biting. 

Several,  different  times  I  nade  my  own  kites  and  flew  them  in  the  strong  March 
winds.  One  day  I  sent  my  kite  up  quite  high.  The  wind  blew  strongly  all  day.  That 
night  it  continued  to  blow  so  hard  that  the  kite  flew  all  night. 

One  spring  when  the  snow  was  melting  there  was  a  steady  stream  of  water  flowing 
down  a  ditch  not  far  from  our  house,  I  erected  a  small  water  wheel,  made  from  a 
tin  can,  at  a  small  waterfall  in  this  ditch.  My  wheel  worked  beautifully. 

One  spring  we  were  attending  school  at  the  Pairview  school  north  of  our  farm. 

One  fine  May  afternoon,  our  teacher  led  the  entire  school  to  the  woods,  about  on©“ 
half  mile  from  the  school  house.  Here  we  were  invited  to  pick  all  the  wild  flowers 
we  cared  to  pick.  W©  soon  had  our  hands  filled  with  bluebells,  Dutchman ®s  breetches, 
columbine,  mayf lower,  bloodroot,  buttercups  and  others.  Flowers  were  growing  in 
great  profusion  all  over  that  wooded  pasture. 

We  used  to  have  fun,  at  school  in  the  fall,  chasing  butterflies  during  the 
noon  and  recess  periods.  We  played  blackraan,  dare  base,  wood  tick,  and  one  old 
cat,  when  the  ground  was  dry.  When  snow  came,  we  played  fox  and  geese,  or  we 
rolled  big  snowballs  together  to  make  forts.  When  we  got  two  forts  built  we  had 
a  snow  battle,  with  small  snowballs  for  ammunition.  We  sometimes  coasted  on  the 
schoolhouse  hill  with  our  hand  sleds. 

Father  used  to  say,  ”One  boy  is  a  boy.  Two  boys  are  one  half  a  boy  and  three 
boys  are  no  boy  at  all,”  So  long  as  I  played  by  myself  I  seldom  got  into  mischief. 
When  one  or  two  neighbor  boys  came  to  see  me  we  sometimes  did  things  that  did  not 
meet  father^s  approval.  One  day  Charlie  Stroud  came  over.  We  went  down  to  the 
house  on  the  road,  where  Dan  Richards  once  lived.  At  that  time  two  bachelor 
brothers  lived  there.  There  was  no  one  at  home  so  we  looked  around  the  yard.  We 
found  two  loaded  paper  shot  gun  shells.  Charlie  thought  it  would  be  fun  to  explode 
one  of  them.  He  held  the  shell  pointed  downward  in  his  left  hand  and  at  the  same 
time  held  the  point  of  ray  Jackknife  blade  against  the  brass  shell  butt.  He  struck 
the  end  of  the  jackknife  with  a  rock  two  or  three  times,  but  the  shell  did  not 
explode.  About  that  instant  Charlie^s  little,  yellow  dog  came  up  and  sat  down  right 
where  the  shell  was  pointing.  Charlie  yelled,  ”Watch®  You  darned  fool®  If  that 
had  gone  off  you  would  have  got  it,”  I  have  thought  several  times  since  then,  ”If 
It  had  gone  off,  perhaps,  all  three  of  us  would  have  got  it.”  A  shot  gun  shell, 
when  fired  in  a  gun,  usually  shoots  straight  out  the  end  of  the  shell.  Outside 
the  gun,  such  a  shell,  exploded,  would  shoot  in  all  directions.  When  we  tore  the 
shell  open  we  found  the  powder  was  wet.  Lucky  for  us. 

Another  day  two  boys  came  to  visit  me.  We  played  Scouts  and  Indians,  In  our 
excitement  we  climbed  up  and  slid  down  the  side  of  the  straw  stack,  I  knew  father 


37 


leif^oas  qu  be^.olq  .biim  2foij<?;^aew  ew  t\9l  bxaa  t-^am  cs  dT9V  aierfS  ,<iiiralfcw  dtlw 
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r 

'  of  .1190.9  edt  lo  li/o  ia6ii*  ©W  ,%fuc  eaerlt  gclioAio  b©yo(^ii<y 

10^  999zi  tunltm  vOt  tSoz  T©ift#.l  boa^siabai/  I  ,99'Aaz  bna  \bama  ^al^Lasi  at  amdt  batta 

.ansy  9df  wo’jJ  terom  aadffii/X 

bfl«  aanow  ©al  a  31/b  I  .fcnuot  aiair  amo^ii^JTLaa  x»iiw  ^ol'xqe  edt  ai  aa^lO 

?  nii  a  badoatta  I  .aloq  tdsiX  .^ooX  a  1  aietfv  adl  cn  atfob  ^caa 

I  id^tl9b  dttw  b^dotAur  baa  algort  ballad  I  .aXoq  ot  3^100  Xna  ,dood  rfilw 

cbaarfXXtid  ascdT  ,ietaw  edy  aoaTxoa  ad^^  'i&bau  d*too  adt  ballwq  baodixiio  eoiod  ’»a 
-"ledall  a  doum  aaed  notaa  &rad  I  .^nttaa  boog  oai-u  a^aa  .da^as  oJ  at/^  aiaa 

.arX^-ld  aia  abaeidiJUid  e'leriw  jlood  a  at  wotdt  o^  edlX  XXiXa  I  xad  .aara 
♦  .  .  * 

1  da*raM  ^ao^tn  edt  at  ^dJ  well  baa  teXXd  /?to  v®  ©baa  I  ©acolx  J0a*J6m6  Xaraied* 
tadT  ,xab  XXa  waXo  baXw  odT  .dgld  aXli/p  qu  aXlaf  x®  Xaaa  I  x^b  aoO  .ebaXa 

j  tddsXii  IXa  weXt  aXXd  add  XadX  Mad  oo  «oXd  oX  bsDaXXaoo  tt  trivia 

f  QatmolTL  lataw  lo  rai^iXa  ^baata  a  aaw  ©ladX  ^alxiefs  saw  wooa  adx  nadw  sniiqa  eaO 
*  n  nmt  ahaa  liaedw  idXair  XXaaa  a  batoaia  I  ,sb;j(:4  lud  rroit  lal  Xoa  doXlb  a  flwob 

,XXIi/l/XuAad  baarto*  lead©  x**  .doXib  axdX  ai  CXalTaXa©  lima,  a  Xa  ,flao  aXX 

•  « 

•ona^  1X10  dXioa  Xoodse  valnlaY  edx  Xa  Xoodoa  jjoXbaatta  aiaw  a©  3Q-Xiq«  aaO 
HMSO  tuodm  ,  fctoow  edX  oX  loodoft  aiXXna  adX  baX  lado^X  iiro  ^aooair.Xla  aail  eaO 
BiavoX)  bXXv  adX  XXa  aloXq  oX  baXlfflX  aiaw  aw  aiaH  .aaaou  loodoa  adX  Oi  il  aXlflj  ^Xad 
,&adDXaaid  a  aaoidoXijCI  «aXXadaaXd  dxiw  boXXXt  abitad  iwo  bjad  aooa  oW  .3foiq  oX  baia^  a* 
fli  ^aXwois  aiaw  aiawoXt  ,ti:,dXo  baa  aquoieXXi/d  .XooxbooXd  ,i8woXtxata  .oflidon/Xc-o 
I  ,6iiJX&aq  baboon  jadX  levo  XXa  aotzb^oiq  iaai3 

IadX  sfiln/b  aaiXliaXXi/d  ^ntaado  ^llal  adX  nX  Xoodoa  ta  ©vad  oX  baww  eV 

'  bXo  000  baa  ,3{9iX  boow  «©9ad  aiab  4aaciioaid  hayalq  aV  .aboXiaq  aaaoai  bna  a<*«oa 

aw  1C  ,e8aas  bna  lob  bayalq  aw  eaiao  woaa  nad#  .  yxb  eaw  bcuoT^  adX  nadw  . Xao 
bad  a«  XXii/d  aXicl  owX  xc;?  aw  fled*  .%Xi9l  ©jto  .t  ledXcaoX  aXfad^oo^  ?^,/d  baXXoi 
i  adX  00  bataac:,  aacnXXafoos  aW  .floiXXacinaai  io>  dXIadwcno  XXecia  dxiw  ,9XX^ad  wont  a 

,  ubaXa  bne.1  n/c  dxiw  XXXd  eaoodXocdoa 

IaaidX  boa  yod  a  Had  aoo  ayod  .yod  a  ai  oaCT  .yaa  oX  baati  ladXa^ 

•  taldoaiffl  oXot  Xog  ootX'v#©  I  Haa^^  yd  bexalq  I  ea  jRooX  ***XXa  Xa  yod  ca  aia  ax<i<^ 

^aa  tit/  XadX  a^Lii  btb  aaa'tXatt»a  i^wr^aoj  aaa  oX  aoiso  ayod  Tioddjiiao  owX  io  aoo  oedff 
>J  wdX  cX  attob  fdbw  ott  .i»»o  siiad  booiXS  axXiisdO  yab  t^oO  ,Xa«orsqqa  e^iftdXal  Xaara 

loXadoad  owx  eoiXx  XadX  xA  .tawXX  aoao  abiadolH  iiaCI  aiadw  adX  00  awjod 

1]  ai  .  May  «dX  boooia  baiool  aw  at  aniod  ^a  eao  ao  >aw  emdT  aiadt  bawlX  siadXoid 

aboXqxe  oX  otfl  ©d  bluom  it  id^uodJ  all'SfdtO  .tXX-ida  ou^*  J.oda  leqaq  babaoX  owX  bojo^ 
•cB®B  adX  Xa  boa  baad  Xlal  aXd  cX  biawowob  baxaioq  Xi.nda  adX  blad^aJi  .foadt  lo  aco 
3tetnxe  .XXi'd  Xioda  aaaid  adX  inaljii:^a  sbaXd  alif(»^i9a{,  ya  lo  iatoq  edx  bled  a®tx 
ton  bib  Xioda  o/ii  xod  ,ft&jaX  aoidx  10  owX  Jioox  a  dTiw  ©tlojlioat  ©dx  to  boo  adX 
Xd^ti  owab  .aa  baa  q.^  '>C!ao  jnob  wuiXay  .aXxXlX  a*eiXiadO  XoAXanx  XadJ  ivcdA  .abolqxa 
ill  Jadx  ti  JXoot  booiab  ooY  fdoXa'ST*  .b^Xoy  eiTuadO  .paiiatoq  uaw  Iladn  edX  aiadw 
G  iX**  .aoilX  ooaXa  caoiiX  Xaisiea  Xd^jodX  arad  I  ^  Xc^  ad  bXi/ow  i/oy  tto  0003  bad 

jj  ,  XXada  003  Yodo  x  *'  .t|  tois  arad  bXoow  xx/  to  aaodf  i  la  .tqadiaq  *1150  aoQg  bad  Xt 

B  abXsXoO  .XIad«  edX  to  boa  edi  Xuo  Xd^iariX©  ftooda  yiXauai;  »0trj^  a  ni  baaxt  oadt 

^  cdX  aiaX  ©w  nadV  iooiioaitb  Xii<'oX  Xcoda  bXuow  .taboiqia  .XXaaa  a  do/:#©  ,oi?S  adX 

.to  lot  y2toi/^  ,Xaw  ♦»>?»  it>bwoq  edX  tooot  aw  0«*qo  XXada 

*  100  al  .acaibflX  h.i-»  aXaoo^  Myaiq  al  ,aci  XXa  tv  oX  otDao  tyod  owl  yat  i^diooA 

I'jJxat  ror^  I  ,i(oa-t^  waila  adX  to  ©Mi  xdX  nwob  bXXt  baa  qv  bodcatx^  ew  XooMXXaxa 

» 
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had  forbidden  me  to  climb  over  the  tops  of  the  hay  and  straw  stacks o  It  might  cause 
rain  to  enter  the  stack  and  spoil  its  contents.  I  was  having  so  much  fun  I  completely 
forgotj  or  ignored,  father’s  instructions.  I  quickly  climbed  on  top  of  the  stack  and 
slid  down.  My  body  turned,  as  I  slid,  so  I  fell  on  my  side  and  struck  a  pile  of 
frozen  cow  dung.  The  breath  was  knocked  out  of  me  and  I  thou^t  I  had  a  broken  rib, 
Tha_boys  helped  me  get  to  the  house.  When  father  heard  what  I  had  done,  he  gave  me 
little  sympathy.  .The  next  day  I  decided  I  did  not  have  a  broken  rib. 

There  used  to  be  a  steep  bluff  on  the  creek  bank  in  our  neighbor’s  pasture. 

One  day  Charlie  Stroud  was  with  me  and  he  dared  me  to  climb  with  him  up  the  side  of 
this  bluff.  The  wall  was  almost  perpendicular.  If  I  had  lost  my  footing  I  might 
have  fallen  twelve  or  fifteen  feet,  I  managed  to  get  to  the  top  but  I  was  trembling 
all  over.  I  have  never  tried  any  mountain  climbing  since  that  day. 

Sometimes  I  had  an  iron  tire  from  an  old  buggy  wheel.  I  could  take  a  small  stick 
in  one  hand  and  roll  this  tire  for  long  distances  at  a  time,  as  I  ran  beside  it. 

Father  usually  had  a  long  half  inch  rope  we  could  use  as  a  lasso.  We  often  tied 
the  rope  to  a  tree  trunk,  and  while  one  of  us  swung  it  from  the  other  end,  another 
one  would  see  how  many  times  he  could  Jump  it  before  he  missed. 

Our  sixteen  foot  ladder  was  kept  in  the  shed  where  we  stored  the  mowing  machine. 
The  ladder  extended  from  one  eve  pole  of  the  shed  to  the  other,  about  seven  feet  off 
the  ground,  and  parallel  with  it.  It  was  fun,  and  good  exercise,  to  hang  underneath 
this  ladder  and  walk,  hand  over  hand,  from  one  rung  to  the  next,  the  full  length  of 
the  ladder.  In  various  ways  we  arranged  to  have  a  teeter-totter. 

Inside  the  house,  on  winter  evenings  we  could  read  a  good  book,  such  as 
Gulliver’s  Travels,  or  Elsie  E^fcnsmore,  borrowed  from  our  school  library.  We  got 
the  Youth’s  Companion  magazine  each  week  and  always  took  time  to  read  it.  We  might 
pop  corn,  crack  nuts,  or  play  checkers,  dominoes,  nine— men-morris ,  or  authors. 

Often,  on  a  summer  day,  it  was  pure  delight  Just  to  wander  through  the  fields, 
and  woods,  smell  the  new  mown  hay  and  observe  the  rabbits,  squirrels,  and  birds, 

I  soon  learned  to  recognize  most  of  the  common  birds.  Early  on  a  sunmer  morning, 

I  often  heard  a  bird  that  said, 

•*0  Bob  White,  Is  your  wheat  ripe? 

No  not  quite,  then  all  right.” 

How  could  I  have  any  fun?  I  believe  I  had  more,  good,  clean  fun  than  niany 
boys  of  today  whoso  parents  have  bought  them  several  hundred  dollars  worth  of  toys. 
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3l  mm bas  e.if  to  ajoJ  »dt  lavo  <luiiio  of  ©fr  aebbt&ro^  b/id 

t'o^oiqnoo  I  ai/i  doua  oa  ^atwAd  eow  I  .alce^aoo  Il<!>qe  ban  ^oata  edt  latfc©  of  nln 
boM  ^0Af9  odi  to  qut  no  boomlio  \l:>LoLup  I  .aaoitointeal  .boiccal  10  ^roarxot 

to  oXlq  n  ibnx*8  bcii  ©bit  >{ci  00  iJat  I  ca  tbiia  I  as  ^bsxiijLJt  ■'tbod  x***’  •amob  blXm 
.dl*!  csm^ortd  a  bad  Z  fdf'uodt  I  baa  oxa  to  iuo  tojiooail  dfstyrd  onT  .gjunb  too  dsxott 
©XD  ersn  «d  ,eflob  bad  I  ;fads  biaed  tsdjsl  dod^  .wiiyod  sdt  ai  Vap  ,>«  bsq,Ioif  t^od  adt 

dsiIcTd  a  srad  jfoa  bib  I  bebtosb  I  xsb  ixaa  edT  sXt^iX 

.sio^piiq  B''xodd^ien  too  oi  ii'isd  3<se*xo  odt  ao  ttuXd  qdsia  a  sd  or  boar  stsdT 
to  obia  adf  qo  aid  diia  dnilXo  of  oa  boiab  au’  baa  sc:  d^iw  asw  bvo^fB  oXItMO  ysb  eaO 
tif^Iw  I  *aaitoot  XP  ^abX  bad  I  tl  •lalx/oibfloq'teq  Naomis  asir  Xiaa  odT  .  itwXd  aidi’ 
^ZldcDsnt  BS«  I  ird  qo^  odi  oi  of  boftsaam  I  aoo^tit  10  oviost  ^oXXst^sfad 

♦  XSb  ^ad^  eonla  aaidioiXo  alafatrc^a  x^s  boli^  'lovoo  o?ad  I  .isto  XXs 

doiis  XXscna  s  ods^  bZiioo  X  .Xeoda  bXc  ns  amt  oicit  a<yii  as  bad  I  letsiteaiod 

-JJ  ebisod  osi  I  as  .aaait  s  is  asoaaiaib  gaoX  not  enlt  aidi  XXoi  bas  bead  oao  ai 

botf  aoito  sV  .oaasX  s  as  sen  bXroo  sw  aqo^x  dodi  tXsd  ^aoX  s  bsd  yXXsx/ai/  nodist 

nedioos  ,bfls  isdio  odi  iurvit  ii  ^xu/wa  ax/  to  ono  altdw  taa  ^3ljw*i:f  ooii  s  oi  oqo*i  sdi 

.fcoaiio  sd  siotod  il  qcjrl,  bXx/00  sd  somii  ycsoi  wod  eon  bloom  mao 

.aoidosM  j^cifoxa  sdi  beiota  mm  onedv  bode  odi  cl  iq©>i  asii  nsbbsX.ioot  sosixia  nuO 
ttc  tt»ot  fuoda  ,iadio  mdf  of  bade  edt  to  oXoq  eve  mao  niont  bobes^xs  isbbsX  SdT 

dfaeotmbojf  ^amd  ot  ,oBioioxo  boos  baa  ,axit  law  tl  .ii  diiw  XofXsisq  baa  .bm/ons  sdi 
to  df^aml  XXx/t  sdi  ,ix»a  edt  ot  soxn  oao  nont  ,baac  ioto  basd  ,afisa  bas  nsbbsX  aidt 

.nsttot-neteot  s  ersd  ot  be»soaxna  si^  mysw  aooinar  al  ..TebbsX  sdt 

$ 

as  daua  ,3(ood  boos  a  bXroo  ew  as^jjasira  rmtalm  ao  tOBUod  odf  mblaal  \ 

tos  si  .ynsndil  Xoodoa  nxK)  cnont  bsaoinod  ,®noroaj|ff  siaX^  10  .alstsiT  a’n»»iXixiO 
tdsi.Tj  si  .ti  bss-r  ot  a<ntt  ioot  scswXs  b::s  desrf  doss  eaZxsasai  xrolnsqaioO  a^dfuo'l  mdf 

.anodtx/s  no  ,  Bimoawi&m-oxjto  .asodimob  ^arr^ioado  ysXq  no  .atx/d  afosio  ,xrroD  qoq  j 

«abXsit  sdt  d^uondf  imbaam  ot  tax/t  txlsiXsb  eix/q  «sw  U  ,ysb  nscETR  s  ao  ,asttO 

.ibild  bus  .aXsTnlrpa  .aftddex  sdt  ©ridiOo  has  ysd  xnreen  mma  mdf  XX^a  .aboow  bas 
,Soia*ic>{i!  nsnnu/e  s  00  yXisS  .ab'tld  aoxmioo  sdt  to  teom  exiascosn  ot  bsanj^sX  aooa  I  i 

^btse  tsdt  bnid  s  bnsad  aetto  I  ^ 

'' 

taqii  tflodi  xx/oy  al  ,stldi  ctoSf  0**  ,  ' 

'  •'.tdsrn  XXs  flsdt  ^otit/p  ton  oM  •  *  I 

ynstr  nsdt  xn/t  assXo  «boos  isnoc  bsd  I  srsiXsd  1  taut  yns  svsd  I  bXt/oo  woH 
,ayot  to  dtnow  ansXXot  banbox/d  Xsnsrsa  a»dt  feistfod  mtad  afamtmq  maodm  \abof  to  ayod  ^ 


THE  RAIIJIOAD  AND  THE  COAL  MINES 


In  the  late  1890 '’s  the  Consolidated  Coal  company  representativejs  begpin  visit- 
ing  land  owners  in  Monroe  County j,  getting  options  to  buy  the  coal  underlying  the 
lando  First  they  drilled  a  few  holes  on  each  farm  to  determine  the  extent  and 
quality  of  the  coal.  They  soon  bought  up  a  large  coal  field,  at  the  rate  of 
twenty-five  to  fifty  dollars  per  acre.  The  farmer  was  allowed  to  keep  and  farm 
the  surface. 

In  order  to  get  the  coal  to  market  a  railroad  was  constructed  from  Belle 
Plains p  Iowa  to  a  few  miles  south  of  the  big  coal  camp  in  Monroe  County,  known 
as  Buxton.  The  town  was  so  named  in  honor  of  Mister  Buxton,  an  officer  of  the 
Qonsolidated  Coal  company » 

The  track  was  laid  in  sip^t  of  our  farm,  about  one-half  mile  from  our  north 
line  fence.  I  was  about  twelve  when  the  grading  was  done.  t 

When  the  grading  crew  was  working  near  our  place,  father  got  a  job  for  a 
few  days,  dumping  two  wheel  scrapers .  He  went  over  to  see  the  boss  and  thought 
he  might  get  work  with  bis  team.  When  he  saw  how  hard  the  horses  had  to  work, 
climbing  up  and  down  grades,  pulling  heavy  loads  he  decided  he  did  not  want  to  a- 
buse  his  team  in  that  way.  He  turned  the  horses  out  to  pasture  and  took  the  hand 
job  at  less  wages. 

All  the  grading  was  done  using  horses,  mules  and  human  muscles  for  power.  At 
that  time  no  one  had  heard  of  bulldozers,  Le  Tourneau  Pulls,  carryalls,  and  other 
diesel  powered  machines,  commonly  seen  on  dirt  moving  jobs  today. 

It  was  quite  a  sight  for  a  country  boy  to  watch  the  graders  at  work.  Every 
man  was  busy^  Some  were  operating  a  big  walking  plow,  pulled  by  four  horses, 
plowing  the  dirt  so  it  could  be  loaded  by  the  slip  scrapers  or  the  big  two 
wheelers.  One  team  was  used  to  haul  the  wheeler  after  it  was  loaded.  To  fill 
it,  an  extra  team,  called  the  snap  team,  was  hitched  to  the  end  of  the  wheeler 
tongue,  and  taicen  off  as  soon  as  the  load  was  finished. 

The  clank  of  the  scrapers,  the  shouts  and  curses  of  the  different  drivers, 
and  the  steady  movement  of  the  straining  horses  and  mules,  were  sounds  and  sights 
not  easily  forgotten.  Meanwhile,  the  grade  was  nsade  a  little  longer  than  it  was 
the  day  before. 

The  grading  gang  was  closely  followed  by  the  track  layers.  In  a  few  months 
from  the  time  the  graders  first  appeared  near  our  home  the  steam  locomotives  were 
running  up  and  down  the  track,  hauling  freight.  Fqr  several  years  a  passenger  train 
made  the  round  trip  from  Belle  Plaine  to  Buxton  each  day.  After  the  White  City  mine 
was  opened,  within  sight  of  our  home,  this  train  made  daily  stops  at  White  City. 

For  the  next  twenty  years  this  railroad  was  a  very  busy  one.  During  that  time 
the  Consolidated  Coal  company  opened  and  operated  mines  with  numbers  running  from 
10  through  19.  Most  of  the  coal  from  these  mines  was  used  by  the  Northwestern 
Railway  Company.  In  order  to  get  the  miners,  who  lived  in  Buxton,  to  work  at  some 
of  the  mines,  the  Consolidated  Goal  Company  ran  work  trains,  sometimes  twenty  miles 
or  more,  taking  the  miners  to  the  mine  each  morning  and  returning  them  to  town  at 
night  o 

Other  smaller  companies  opened  mines  at  Cricket,  Durfee,  White  City,  and  Green- 
ridge,  The  Greenridge  mine  took  coal  from  a  field  that  touched  the  southeast  corner 
of  our  farm. 
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V 

-i’Jtslv  tuB^&d  a'»Tx4‘jfc^fl»a«*rq©a  't^^uxjaiDa  LaoO  befjybt  CosaoO  edi  ii*0?di  eial  ©jw  al 
©lit  sal\X^ei)ai/  XiK)0  tidf  '^jd  ot  aaoXdqc  3aXJjb.-%  ©o*iaoM  ct  ©idavo  baal  sot 

hnA  tnefxB  eataneteb  oi  mrsAl  d9A6  ao  s^Xorl  «©'i  a  baXXi’ib  \edt  .bnal 

^o  ©tin  9iit  ts  ,f>X©Xl  Iso:*  osTsX  s  qi;  ^LlsPCd  noca  x«riT .  .  Isoo  ail^  ..Iro-  x^tiavp 
ana\  baa  qasai  ot  b&»oXXs  ssw  laonal  ©dT  »«tca  i©q  aTaXXob  v-.Tll-x/aowjr 

eosTru/d  edf 


olltfS  fKit  ftsJotntaaoo  es#  bBcaliert  s  lajiiaai  ot  Jsod  tf/it  ttfs  al 

,xtauoO  foonaoU  at  qcnso  Iso3  §14  sd?  lo  .'Jica  eftXlaj  i»ai  a  oJ  saol  ,©ai«X^ 
edt  lo  i©Drt^o  an  ^aoTju^  *ist»xM  lo  loaod  at  b^trao  oa  aa»  anct  edX  ,aotxi/a*'ts 

•  Xcaqojoo  XacO  bcXabiXotacP 


dtnott  21)0  ao^t  ©Xlm  lXsd-®co  fuoda  luo  tsista  ai  btai  asw  odT 

^  .dflob  as*  snXibsrts  adt  naam  ©\ia<fr  Juoda  aaw  i  .©909)  soli 

I 

s  *xot  doC  a  ion  lodisl  tOasXq  100  iso  a  gaidiow  ©din  ssibat^  »di  nedW 
11(800x1  j  6as  aeod  r*dt  993  oi  lero  iaaw  3B  .ateqsioa  Xsaudfr  owi  ^dXqxnt'b  «txsl 
,3^09  oi  bad  aasiod  edi  bind  mod  was  ed  siedH  ,aaaf  aid  dStw  :iio9  Sas  td^ica  od 
-B  oi  fasw  foa  btb  sd  jE>«bXoeb  »d  absoX  xvjadxi  sotXtuq  «sdbsd:8  awop  has  qx/  gdldcatXd 
basd  Bdt  doot  baa  arxutBsq  of  Suo  Boaiod  odt  bearivt  cH  »xsv  I ^<7  a'l  umj  &M  ©njid 

.  59:3^9  Keal  7s  Jo(, 


ix  .-odwoq  lot  aBloeum  /laas/d  bns  aoXum  ^ttoaiod  sotau  oaob  asn  odf.  Llk  I 

isdto  orrs  «3XXsxi'iao  «8XIi/^  sseaiuoT  ckI  ^a-iaaohll^d  to  bnadd  bad  eno  on.  ©m/i  iadi  1 

.Xsboi  Bdot  SflXvocB  Sitb  ao  xiosa  xXcontooo  ^aaatdoBm  baiawoq  loaetb  1 

Xisi^  ,>hoi»  is  nobsTs  ddi  do^cw  of  xod  x^f^ouoo  a  io1l  tdstB  e  of  tup  asm  tl  I 

,  •95'ioii  "Tool  \d  balXuq  *woXq  pit  on  a  id  s  aa  tiaifcqo  9i«9  9«)oii  .  ^si/d  saw  oam 
©*t  aid  9x1  i  no  aneqanos  qtle  od-f  xd  bebacX  ied  bluoo  tt  04  J-ito  odi  sattolq 
XXi!t  oX  .bahaoX  eav  ii  nadta  laXdodw  edt  Xoad  Oo  baao  aav  mab^  ea.O  .aiaXaedar 
leXaedv  edi  to  boo  axil  od  bsdo^lxl  aaw  ^crtaei  qnaa  '^^di  ballxy^  .l))bb)  mtxm  na  ,tx 

»bod0toX1t  aav  haoi  as  nooa  as  llo  ae^iai  boa  ^eusoof 


.aneTinb  inonetllb  cdi  1c  »eani/o  bna  aiuoda  edt  ^anoq-iaor*  ca;  *^0  lixiaXo  axlT 
atrtnJta  baa  abauou  cnaw  ,a9Xi/in  bos  asaiod  sataiaifi,  tulf  tc  faeusevoui  yhas^a  odd  bna 
saw  fl  asdt  lesaoX  slfflX  a  sbam  aaa  sbifip  sdt  .f^lldmorna^  .aaffosiot  xXiaaa  ion 

aiolad  \Ab  &dt 


aMoaoi  a  al  .anexal  :ioAit  xd  boaoXiot  xiomolo  &ati  aaas  aaXbsrta  sdX 
e:t»9  tfc.roooX  ma^ia  add  9«otri  nx/c  nsaa  5oTLa&qi|a  isrri''  ^^nob^  add  ataid  add  oml 
atsif  i9an%;aBSq  a  ansax  Xanovaa  no^  .ddaioil  soiXusd  edd  aaob  bns  qu  satcakn 

Bala  edldW  add  lailX  .X^b  doa**  aoJiuB  od  aniaX^  eXJaa  ^'oonl  qtif  bauoi  add  abam 

.XdlD  BJ  idU  da  nqods  xXtsb  aXam  aXand  aXxid  « axiiod  ion  dtfala  aldftw  .banaqo  aav 


t 


amid  jadd  aainiXI  .aoo  x^ar  a  ea«  x/aonlia?  atUd  h’isbx  x^obbs  dxaff  add  lo'i 

aont  ^flinoiin  aiadauin  ddla  aasdm  bsienoqo  bas  beaoqo  xnaqaiod  iaoO  badabxXoaxioO  exid 
aiadaaaddnoM  ^dT  xd  beai;  tjay  r>ani(c  aaadJ  crnt  iso;,  e^dd  lo  JaoM  .^X  dsuoidt  01 
9008  Is  <*Tow  f»d  wl  bofiX  oiia  .aneflicD  add  dc>a  od  i^^bio  a  I  .tnaqaioO  ysvXdsH 

801111  (■  ;>mjt jruii^a  «aisisnd  )Iig9  asi  xasqtaoO  XaoO  badsbtXcauoO  add  .^aoia  add  to 

av-'.f  ot  rjBdf  so  ^o'lu^rvi  has  acicioa  dosa  aAim  add  od  aionijn  add  axxi^sd  .oioa^io 

.  dd.’&ia 


“flaanO  hjs  ,xftO  adi.i*  .©©IilKI  ,  toTloftO  da  atjuim  baaoqo  oaXflaqmoo  laXXsaia  laxldO 
inanoo  daaaddjjoa  add  bouoood  dadd  iLoit  s  luoit  Ix>od  door  aaxoi  a^Mbin/raaiO  ant  ^aqbXn 

OTiat  100  to 


i| 


There  was  some  rivalry  among  the  different  mines  to  see  which  mine  could  dump 
the  most  coal  onto  railroad  cars  in  one  eight  hour  working  day„  Mine  number  13 
claimed  to  dump  1300  tons  on  one  day.  Mine  number  18  claimed  they  dumped  3774  tons 
in  the  same  number  of  hours.  The  men  who  worked  there  said  they  could  ha?e  dumped 
4000  tons  that  day,  but  the  railroad  did  not  supply  enough  cars. 


I  hate  been  told,  by  men  whose  fathers  used  to  work  for  the  Consolidated  Coal 
Company,  at  the  mine  in  Mahaska  County,  known  as  Muchachinack,  that  when  a  ^a^or 
dispute  arose  at  that  mine,  company  officials  went  to  West  Virginia  and  brought 
back  a  number  of  Negro  workers  to  operate  the  mine. 

When  this  company  moved  into  Monroe  County,  they  took  the  Negro  families  and 
got  more  from  the  south.  When  I  was  working  for  this  company,  on  a  non-union  Job 
In  1909,  I  was  told  there  were  6000  people  in  the  town  of  Buxton,  and  more  than 
half  of  them  were  Negroes.  This  count  probably  included  the  members  of  Swedetown, 
Just  east  of  Buxton  proper,  where  Swedish  miners  lived. 


Soon 'after  World  War  I,  most  of  the  small  mines  were  worked  out.  The  Consol^ 
idated  company  was  again  faced  with  labor  trouble  and  suddenly  closed  their  last 
mine.  When  the  mines  closed,  thbre  was  not  couch  need  for  the  railroad.  It  was 
abandoned  and  the  track  was  taken  up  back  to  the  town  of  What  Cheer,  Iowa. 

The  land  that  belonged  to  the  railroad  right-of-way  was  resold  to  the  farms 
from  which  it  was  taken  when  the  road  was  built.  My  sister,  Mrs,  W.  C.  homas, 
at  that  time  a  widow,  bought  the  used  right-of-way  through  her  farm  for  twenty 

dollars  per  acre. 

The  coming  of  the  railroad  and  the  coal  mines  created  a  great  demand  for 
labor.  This  had  some  effect  upon  our  family  living.  Miners  frequently  moved 
from  one  mine  to  another.  Most  of  their  wages  were  on  a  piece  work  basis,  ihe 
highest  earnings  were  usually  made  where  there  was  a  thick  vein  of  clean  coa 
with  a  good  mine  roof.  Some  of  the  miners  were  pretty  restless.  If  they  ii^rd 
of  a  mine,  where  working  conditions  were  better,  they  were  tempted  to  move  to  the 

new  mine . 


Father  and  I  took  our  teams  and  wagons  and  helped  a  number  of  mining  families 
move  their  household  goods,  this  work  was  always  paid  in  cash  it  helped  to 

supplement  our  farm  inccme.  I  beard  of  one  miner  who  moved  his  family  seven  times 

in  one  twelve  month  period. 


1ft er  I  was  big  enough  to  handle  a  team  by  myself,  father  got  a  contract  to 
haul  coal  from  the  coal  mine  at  White  City  to  the  miners''  houses  in  the  town. 
Both  of  us  worked  for  two  winters  hauling  coal.  We  drove  our  farm  wagons 
the  mine  scale,  where  the  empty  wagon  was  weighed.  Then  we  drove  down  the  rail¬ 
road  track,  about  one  hundred  yards,  to  a  coal  car,  standing  on  the  track.  We 
had  to  shovel  the  coal  over  the  side  of  the  coal  car  into  our  wagon  box  ^be 
load  of  coal  was  delivered  to  some  miner® s  coal  bouse,  where  we  unloaded  it  with 
a  scoop  shovel.  After  collecting  for  the  hauling  from  the  lady  of  the  house,  we 
would  drive  back  for  another  load.  Father  was  always  able  to  shovel  his  load 
faster  than  I  could  mine.  When  both  of  us 'worked  all  day  we  made  from  six  to 
seven  dollars.  Wa  thought  that  was  pretty  fair  wages. 


Scmetlmes,  we  found  a  market  for  sooi©  of  our  farm  produce  in  White  City.  A 
few  miners  had  driving  horses.  We  sold  them  oats  for  feed.  There  were  a  n^ber 
of  Bohemian  families  living  in  this  coal  camp.  We  once  sold  them  a  fat  calf  to  be 
eaten  at  a  wedding  feast,  that  lasted  for  two  or  three  days. 
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biuQD  ©iiioi  doldw  0QU  Ot  oealra  ftdt  .^^ar.cDji.  ynlari^  ^dos  bah 

CX  isdtnua  •oiH  amiifTOw  juod  eao  nX  Ij^Tixat  oTco  Seoo  f9om  edX 

•flot  ^TV5  batpiKjfc  twrUX?  8X  iBclosL-a  04?  ?M  .y/ih  oao  flo  Bflot  00£X  qmu5  oS  betuislo 

bcqmuh  <?TBd  fcitoo  b^aa  JboJiiow  odw  ffata  ed?  .giuc/f  lo  ‘xacfa»fl  attaa  ad?  ai 

.ifa'v  ifeacaa  yrqqui  taa  btb  tijoiXiai  adt  fud  ,xst  ^Adf  aapj-  000^ 

XaoO  i©?’flf)XIoefloO  adt  3fioa  of  bt>fw  aied^at  aaodw  aefiT  yd  ,Mo?  nead  ava.1  I 
lodfii  t  cfiSw  fadf  « itoaflldoadot/M  aa  awocai  ,xtaooO  aiiBAxtaW  di  anifo  ad^.^a  ^ycaqsroO 
/iflfi  alflXsTiV  ^aaVf  ot  tcav  cfciollto  yicqoioa  ^eaitn  J’adt  ta  ai^‘T:a  a^aqaXd 

.eaitn  sdf  ofaioqo  of  eaaMiow  o-tsaH  1:o  ladaua  a  i^oad 


5aa  ealXXcsal;  (n^aW  adJ  iloof  yadt  ,y>ffvoO  eofirtoM  a«tax  th^oij}  yaaqimr  aldi  nodV 
dot,  aoiau-ooa  a  00  ^yoeqooo  eXd^  lot  ^aldiow  aaa  I  ciodW  .dfjuca  ^If  taoit  o^oca  fo^ 
HAdf  aioa  bca  ^aofxl/^  to  owot  odf'  at  elqooq  0008  nnsdt  blof  aaa  I  ,(?0CX  at 

lOwofebew^  to  aTBcmam  odf  bobaloat  yxdadoiq  fri/jco  h1^  »io»  coodf  'to  tXad 

.bavli  aiaaicr  deiiEyoad  anf.' fw  ,i8qoiq  ap;rxu9  to  Xaaa 

-foeooO  fceahow  a^ew  aaaiiD  iXmia  odt  to  taooj  ,1  ^a»  J^XioW  left  a  aoo8 

tnMl  Heat  baaolo  \(Xo«b{)ua  bcue  eldaoif  lodaX  dflv  be  o  at  a  leu, e  sa«  yaaqiaoa  bata6x 
aaa  tl  .bacyiXXai  <^dt  *iot  booa  douta  Ton  aaa  ©'locfT  ,^aolD  eeaXco  edt  xieriW  .aaXm 
.awol  ,taedO  TadW  to  awof  edf  of  aioad  qy  ae:£ef  -dsw  ^sif  sdf  ,ba/i  boaobadde 

9crtBt  ad.t  oT  bloaai  saw  ya^-to-Td^Xi  baoTXXat  edf  of  JbegaoXed  fsdf  bnsi  aal 
,8aar>aT  .0  .W  ,niU  lefsla  yM  ,fltud  eew  beoi  edf  tr-dw  aaiia-t  aan  ft  doldw  ajo^t 
Xfamif  lot  met  lod  d^ucidf  ^aa-to-ddaXt  beau  fdT  fd^uod  ,wotla  a  omxT  iadf  fe 

,«rToa  TdQ  anaXXofa 

lot  baemb  fae^  a  beJadrio  »aaJin  Xaoo  adT  5t.p!  bfioiltei  edf  to  aaimoo  adt  ^• 
boroGj  yXXoBiipait  aiaoxM  .auivXX  yiXmat  iwo  floqn  tofatt©  ©ojob  bod  cidT  .lodaX 
adt  ,aiaad  .iioa  ooaiq  a  co  ©i^«f  aa^aa.  iXadT  to  .ladXona  o?  eatta  auo  caoit 

xAOo  oaaXo  to  criar  dsldt  e  aav  a^cadT  eiada  eh^j^  yXianet/  >©ra«  ^niaias  ^aad'^Xd 
biaed  yadT  tl  .aaelSaei  \fseiq  eicw  aieaXm  adT' to  oojoc  .tool  aoioi  bocu  e  Jfiw- 
edt  of  avom  ot  bofqmet  aiaw  yadT  ,ieTtad  eien  aaoifibnoo  ^l^iiow  ©lodw -.aato  a  to 

.aoXm  »ea 


aaiXlasat  to  lodcaua  a  baqXad  bna  iiao^a?f  boa  %uc  doof  I  baa  ledfe^ 

'  T  b^qXod  ft  daao  ol  biaq  ayawXa  aa©  Jixov  eidf  aX  .cbooj^  bXodasood  lioiiT  avots 
aanl^  oovaa  yXlmat  aid  bevoa  odw  ibOjia  aoo  to  biaad  I  .Drjooox  inat  luo  faotaeiqquB 

.botieq  dfaoai  evXewf  aoo  01 


T:>aiTnoo  a  ledfst  itXaa>^'jj  u^aet  a  aXboad  oj  d-  aid  saw  I  laTtA 
.flwoT  ariT  flt  aaar/od  *aianitc  t.ii  of  yTxO  ©Xi  i«f  /x>  /  Xao:  odX  amt  Xaoo  ^i/ad 
oT  qo  Boo^a©  awat  ‘ix/o  ©vcib  of  .laco  ^.oiXoaii  owx  lot  Lvjiiow  uo  to  dToS 

-Xlai  adT  oaob  a?oi6  a«.  oadT  .ba/lyiuw  aaw  aog^a-,^^  yTqtna  ©qj  aiec^  ^alaoe  ©ala:  adT 
at  ao  ^I'ifcaata  .*rac  Xar. .  a  oT  ^ab-iay  ba^ibawd  ©no  fuL  de  .aioaiT  baoi 
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The  railroad  establiahed  a  station,  and  coal  washing  plant  at  Lakontaj,  about 
four  miles  from  our  fann„  At  times  we  sold  oats  to  a  grain  buyer  there.  That  town 
also  had  a  lumber  yard  and  hardware  store  where  we  sometimes  bought  farm  supplies , 

Aside  from  Lakontaj,  our  nearest  trading  town  was  Bussey »  seven  miles  distant. 

The  coal  towns  of  White  City  and  Greanridge  had  company  stores,  where  miners  bought 
most  of  their  supplies.  These  stores  would  also  sell  to  farmers o  But  we  did  not  buy 
much  there  because  we  could  buy  much  cheaper  at  Bussey  or  Oskaloosa, 

f 

In  the  early  days  of  the  coal  mines  in  Monroe  county,  and  nearer  our  home,  we 
had  to  spend  a  long  day  driving  our  team  to  Oskaloosa,  doing  our  shopping  and  driv=> 
ing  home, 

A  number  of  businessmen,  in  and  around  Oskaloosa,  began  to  talk  of  building  an 
electric  interurban  line  from  Oskaloosa  to  Buxton,  some  twenty  miles  away.  They 
solicited  some  farmers  for  donations  of  right-of-way  or  cash.  Some  of  the  promoters 
spoke  in  glowing  terms  of  the  ease  with  which  a  farmer  could  board  the  trolly,  ride 
to  Oskaloosa,  do  his  shopping  and  return  home  the  same  afternoono 

When  the  company  began  to  make  collections  for  the  proposed  interurban  line, 
they  drew  up  a  written  contract  in  which  they  stated  the  road  would  be^n  building 
in  Oskaloosa,  As  soon  as  the  line  reached  Beacon,  Iowa,  a  certain  percent  of  the 
money,  pledged,  would  become  due  and  payable.  The  company  built  the  line  to  Beacon, 
made  the  percentage  collection  and  never  built  any  nearer  to  Buxton, 
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WIIjD_BEgS  AND  KQNEI 

Th:d  sprli0.g  atkd  '^styEmer  of  1903  was  a  ^eiy  mliiy  seasoiio  Des  Moines  River 

reached  flood  stagec  One  sr^n  of  the  Eveland  bridge j  which  we  usually  crossed  when 
driving  to  Oskaiccaaj,  was  dumped  into  the  river  by  a  giant  tree  that  came  down 
stream  top  first  c  ^or  Nearly  ail  the  nert  year^  when  wa  drove  to  Oskalooea,  wa  had 
to  cross  the  river  at  the  Lower  bridge ^  several  miles  down  streamo  As  late  as  1969 p 
a  person  driving  over  the  K  road  from  ilbia  to  Oskaloosa  would  cross  the  Des  Moines 
river  cn  the  Eveland  bridge,  3^iiat  person  might  have  noticed  one  span  of  that  bridge 
whlcn  was  different  freer,  the  otner  spans o  Tnat  odd  span  was  the  one  which  replaced 
the  span  dumped  Into  the  river  in  19v03.  A  new  bridge  was  built  across  the  river  in 
1959 p  and  the  K  roaa  changed  its  course c 

The  rainy  season  encouraged  a  heavy  growth  of  white  clover  in  all  the  pastures o 
Be©  keepers  wore  delighted o  There  is  scarcely  any  other  plant  that  produces  better 
honey  xhan  white  clover  honey o 

Haring  several  weeks  of  the  summer  of  1903  a  bachelor  friend  of  father '’s  lives 
with  uso  His  nams  was  Isaac  Palin,  IkSp  as  father  called  himp  liked  to  take  his 
single  barrel  shot  gun  and  hunt  along  the  creek  for  squirrel  and  young  rabbits.  One 
day  he  came  in  and  told  us  he  had  found  a  bee  tree.  In  those  days  it  was  the  un¬ 
written  law  that  any  person  who  found  a  bee  treep  even  on  another^©  fanUp  could  put 

hi3  mark  on  that  t're©p  come  back  later p  cut  the  tree  and  take  the  honey, 

A  few  days  later  Sam  Stroud y  mother® s  brothers  came  to  our  house.  Father p 
Samp  Ike  and  I  took  a  ladder p  rope,  sawp  and  some  dish  pans  and  went  to  the 

bee  treSo  We  found  the  bees  were,  in  a  large  branch  of  the  treeo  Father  set  the 
ladder  against  the  tree  and  Sam  climbed  up  to  saw  off  the  branch  that  the  bees  were 

living  in.  When  the  branch  was  about  to  falLp  father  moved  the  laddar  so  it  would 

not  be  broken  by  the  falling  tree  limb.  As  soon  as  the  limb  felly  bees  were  all 
ever  Sami,  •  Ho  yelled^  "'Bring  the  ladder®,”  Father  ran  and  set  the  ladder  against 
the  tree,  Sam  fan  down  and  dived  into  the  weeds  and  bushes  to  gat  the  beea  off  his 
head  and  face.  He  was  so  badly  stung  that  hia  face  was  swelled  for  hours, 

We  watted  a  little  while  for  the  bees  to  get  quiet.  Then  we  took  acme  old 
gunny  sacks  ar.d  set  them  on  fire  so  they  would  mak-e  smoke.  We  held  this  smoka  near 
the  bees  in  the  log  until  they  partially  stupified.  Then  wa  cut  the  log  open 

and  took  out  two  or  . three  dish  pans  full  of  conb,  dripping,  nice,  c-iear  honey, 

A  few  days  later  ike  found  three  more  bee  trees.  The  next  tie©  Ik©  and  1  cut 
by  oursel/eso  Jt  was  a  large  silver  m&pl&o  The  trunk  was  hollow.  It  looked  like 
there  was  a  lot  of  honey.  It  was  late  in  the  afternoon  when  we  get  the  big  tree 
cut  down.  The  bass  wars-'  pretty  furious,  We  built  a  small  fire  near  the  fallen 
tree  trunk  to  smoke  the  bees.  Soon  it  was  time  for  me  to  go  hane  and  do  the 
evening  chores,  '*e  decided  we  would  both  g;o  and  come  back  after  dark  to  get  the 
honey.  The  bees  would  be  more  quiet  after  da.rk.  After  we  bad  our  supper  we  took 
the  lantern  and  went  to  the  tree.  Before  we  got  close  we  saw  a  bright  light 
burning.  On  getting  closer  we  discovered  the  entire  tree  was  on  fire.  We 
thought  that  s(xriS  of  the  honey  dripped  from  the  brok©Ek  log  Into  the  fire  we 
built  in  the  afternooEp  and  that  set  the  entire  tree  ablase.  We  could  only  go 
heme  and  regret  that  we  would  not  get  any  honey  from  that  tree. 

We  cut  two  more  bee  trees  that  sunnier,-  We  got  quite  a  little  honey.  We 
made  two  cr\.5de  bee  hi.ve3  from  the  logs  and  took  two  swarms  of  bees  home  with 
us.  My  brother p  ?i°6dp  was  about  four  years  old  at  that  time.  We  had  scarcely 
got  the  hives  -set-  up,  some  distance  from  our  house p  when  father »  mother p  and 
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Fred  came  out  to  see  them.  Fred  was  stung  by  one  of  the  bees  and  became  unconscious 
almost  immediately.  He  was  sick  for  several  hours. 

Once  Fred  was  at  school,  one  mile  from  home.  He  was  stung  by  a  bee  while  on 
the  playground.  He  started  to  walk  home.  He  became  unconscious  and  fell  down  in 
the  public  road,  where  he  was  found  by  one  of  our  neighbor  boys  who  brought  him 
home.  I  was  stung  several  times  while  cutting  bee  trees,  but  it  did  not  make  me 
sick.  I  was  glad  to  have  so  much  nice,  clear  honey  to  eat. 
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HOLIDAYS  AND  PICNICS 


,  There  were  only  a  few  holidays  we  tried  to  observe,  when  I  was  a  boy.  New  Year®s 
Day  was  just  a  time  to  put  up  a  new  calendar,  or  almanac,  turn  over  a  new  leaf,  and 
make  good  resolutions  that  would  soon  be  broken, 

Easter  Sunday  was  a  time  to  eat  eggs.  My  step-mother "s  family,  the  Strouds, 
had  a  tradition  that  there  must  be  plenty  of  eggs  to  eat  on  that  day.  Sometimes 
for  one  week  before  Easter  the  mother  would  be  able  to  find  only  a  few  eggs  in  the 
hens®  nests.  What  fun  it  was  for  one  of  the  small  boys  to  get  up  early  on  Easter 
morning  and  proudly  bring  in  a  few  doaen  eggs  he  had  hidden  away  during  the  week, 

Easter  morning  mother  would  begin  cooking  eggs.  We  could  have  our  choice? 
soft  boiled,  hard  boiled,  fried,  or  sometimes  pickled.  We  were  encouraged  to  see 
who  could  eat  the  most  eggs  during  the  day.  We  ate  them  for  breakfast.  We  ate  them 
for  dinner.  We  sometimes  went  into  the  woods  in  the  ajfternoon  and  built  a  fire. 

Then  we  roasted  eggs  by  placing  them  in  the  hot  coals.  Brother  Ziba  was  always  a 
good  eater.  One  Easter  he  broke  the  family  record  by  eating  two  doaen  eggs,  but  he 
got  pretty  sick  before  night. 

After  we  had  our  egg  roast  in  the  woods,  we  would  go  back  to  the  house  with 
our  hands  filled  with  Wild  Easter  Lily,  or  Trillium,  which  grew  in  abundance  in 
our  woods.  Unless  the  season  was  extra  late  and  Easter  came  early,  we  could  always 
find  these  flowers  in  bloom  on  Easter  Sunday. 

Decoration  Day  was  of  little  importance  to  us.  The  graves  of  my  mother  and 
grandparents  were  too  far  away  to  be  visited  every  year.  We  were  not  especially 
interested  in  the  public  programs  that  were  held  on  that  day. 

The  Fourth  of  July  was  a  time  for  celebrating.  Usually  there  would  be  a 
public  celebration  in  the  grove  near  the  Des  Moines  river,  at  Bussey,  or  Eddy- 
ville,  or  later  at  Lakonta,  Father  usually  took  the  family  In  the  big  farm 
wagon.  We  took  fried  chicken,  pies  and  other  good  things  for  our  dinner  at  noon, 
and  oats  and  hay  for  the  horses.  Father  and  mother  rode  on  the  spring  seat  in 
the  front  of  the  wagon.  The  kids  rode  on  boards  placed  across  the  top  of  the 
wagon  box, 

I  think  it  was  the  year  after  the  Spanish-American  war,  we  got  bills  adver¬ 
tising  a  Fourth  of  July  celebration  in  Eddyville,  These  bills  told  us  that  a  big 
feature  of  the  fi re-works  that  night  would  be  the  capture  of  Mo^!^  Castle. 

Usually  when  we  attended  a  celebration  we  did  not  stay  for  the  fireworks, 
as  we  had  to  get  back  to  the  farm  to  milk  the  cows  and  do  other  chores.  In  some 
way  arrangements  were  made  to  stay  in  Eddyville  that  night  for  the  entire  show. 

After  being  at  the  celebration  in  the  city  park  most  of  the  day,  when  the 
shadows  began  to  creep  across  the  water,  we  walked  down  to  the  river  bank  and 
waited  anxiously  for  the  program  to  begin.  Finally,  when  it  was  quite  dark,  we 
looked  up  the  river  and  saw  gunboats  floating  down  opposite  the  castle  across  the 
river.  The  gunboats  began  firing  Roman  candles  and  rockets  at  the  castle.  The 
castle  returned  the  fire.  After  the  battle,  which  lasted  one  half  hour  or  more, 
during  which  time  one  or  two  gunboats  were  disabled,  the  castle  surrendered,  and 
immediately  caught  fire.  The  light  from  the  fuming  fort  added  splendor  to  the 
fireworks.  As  I  rode  home  I  thought  I  had  seen  a  wonderful  show. 

Almost  every  sunnier  a  circus  would  come  to  Oskaloosa.  Some  weeks  before  we 
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.'^od  «  MW  X  ncdw  ^^rioadtS  l>eJtn^  ww  at^ablXoyrf  wet  «  yXfio  ©lew  •*j®dT 
bM  (tjiel  w«a  a  lavo  dint  lo  wwn  ^  40  o&  aroti  m  :$ mu {,  a<a« 

^aeyioid  ttd  cooa  bii/ow  tedf  ecoi^^r^06a^  booji  o^laai 

I 

.abuontB  »4t  »*nedtom-qotc  \U  ot  omJt^  a  {sa«  iwt*!i|4l . 

lOffiXtoTOC  .x-ub  fudf  ao  tse  ot  a^o  to  &*■  ^’oo®  eiedt  ^arii  aoX^tbaii^  a  bad 

adt  al  ajiS®  a  X-too  bolt  ot  elds  ad  bhfow'  i^edtom  edt  lafasSi  aiotad  :^6ap  aao  lot 
la/sai  ao  \1ib9  qa  tag  ot  axod  llscaa  odd  to  tio'  i  .t  saw  tl  mjt  dadW  .ataas  *aaed 
.deew  edt  gcinib  xava  flebbtd  bad  ed  839®  nasgb  wat  a  al  $clrt.d  x-^buoiq  baa  sfliaiom 

laolodo  lao  arad  blaoo  at  .8330  sols^ooo  al^ad  blu^w  ledtom  snitnoci  lataat 
eaa  o1  ba^aii/ooce  aia«  a*  .befatoiq  aoinidaoioa  10  ,bant  ,balicd  biad  ,5oXlod  Jtoa 
nadf  oia  at  .^faataUiaid  lot  taad^  ata  at  .xab  adt  i^aLzah  3390  taom  adt  t^s  bXtfoo  odw 
,ailt  a  tXlad  hna  aoomatta  ad^  al  aboow  adJ”  otnt  taaw  BaoXtacDoa  at  .lanaXb  idt 
M  nxsalB  MW  adl£  ladtoiS  .aXaoo  ^od  adt  ni  B»d)  j^atpsLq  x^  bataaoi  aw  aedf 

ed  tvd  ,8999  aaiob  cvt  soltaa  x<^  biooai  yXimat  ad^  ealoid  ad  letej^  aoO  .lat&a  boos 

,ldsiix  aiotad  ilotm  \^Se'iq  do^. 

dtlw  aat/od  edt  ot  dosd  os  bXx/ow  aw  «8booi;  edt  a£  twaoi  as®  lao  bsd  aw  laitA 
ttl  boaetoLfda  at  wais  doldw  »a)alXXliT  10  »\Xtd  lateai  bXlt  dtlw  baxllt  abaad  luo 
■X®«Xa  bl0oo  aw  «xXiaa  aoiao  'letasS  bna  etsl  aiXxa  aaw  aoasaa  edt  ssaiaQ  .aboow  ii/o 

.XAbm/S  laXo^i*  ao  laoold  at  aiawoXt  aead;^  bnlt 

has  ledtota  x®  aarais  adt  .au  ot  aoaatioqci  elttii  to  aaw  vxjfl  dol^aiooeU 
XXXaXreqM  toa  aiew  at  .liiex  x^ew©  bettztv  ed  ot  x®**  ©lew  a^aaisqbaeis 

,XSk  Jiidt  CO  bXad  daw  i-«dt  amoisoiq  oiXO^Q  ‘•dt  at  baXaaie^at 

t 

s  tid  bXaow  aiodt  xXIaaaO  .saX^^aideXoo  lot  amiX  s  B.iw  xXi>^  to  dMuot  adT 
-Xbbt  10  .xesbt^Q  ,18'/Xi  aaaloM  aaQ  edt  icaa  afOij»  ^t  at  aottsideleo  otiduq 
oriat  aid  adJ  at  \ltmsi  edt  atoot  xXiauao  ladXa^  .a^ao;Iad  ts  letsl  ao  ,  ell  tv 
,aooa  ts  leaalb  i/jo  lot  agnidt  boos  aedtc  has  tviq  .a^jloido  baiit  iooi  at  .aoa^w 
ai  tses  aaiiqa  adi  ao  aboi  laddoor  has  aedis^  .aaaiod  adi  lot  xsli  bas  atso  bas 

edt  to  qot  edt  caoiaa  baoaXq  sbiaod  ao  aboi  abid  adT  . aoaaw  ad^  to  inoit  adi 

.sod  aosaw 

♦  leirba  liXid  toa  ®»  *“^^9  flaoil^^^-^daioAq2  edt  latta  ia©x  f>dt  aaw  tt  datdt  I 
aid  s  tsdt  mu  blot  sllld  aaodt  ..olXivxbb®  aX.  aoitaidaXao  xx^^^  Tc  dtauo^  s  galmtt 
.sltsfiO  cyiicM  to  eaatqso  edt  ad  bluo%  tdgia  tixdt  aiilow-ailt  edt  to  aiataat 

.  aaJiowaiit  adt  lot  x«Xa  tea  bit  aw  aoitaidoXao  a  babaatta  aw  aedw  xXX®^^® 

atnoa  al  .aaiodo  ledto  cb  bas  ewoo  adt  dim  ot  onat  edt  ot  dosd  teg  ot  bad  aw  aa 

.woda  eiitaa  adt  lot  td^,ia  tadt  aXXivxbb*  ax  \sta  ot  abajn  aiaw  etaomegasaas  \sw 


arit  tradw  ,x®^  ®dt  to  taoto  >fiaq  x^i®  ®dt  cl  aoitsidaXoo  adt  ja  axiiad  lattA 
bna  afaa-  -irtvH  an^  of  awob  hedlsw  ©w  .letaw  edt  aaciaa  qaeio  ot  aagad  awobada 
aw  i^iab  etiup  asm  tt  'aedw  «xiXaait  aiaad  ot  coeiaoiq  adt  lot  xXax/oXxixa  batiaw 
At  aaoiDa  aiteao  adt  atiaoqqc  awob  aaitaclt  ataocu;^:^  waa  bas  aevta  edt  qu  baioof 
adf  a/t’>ao  odt  ts  otwsiooi  baa  aaXbnao  aantoH  aai^xt  aaaec  etaodaoa  adT  .larli 
,airn  10  ii/od.tlad  ono  bataaX  i^idw  ,a£tti>d  orit  lattA  ,oiit  edt  baaii/tai  eitmso 
bas  .htiiebfw*viifm  aitnao  ad7  «beXdaaib  aiaw  8taodtiir3k  owt  10  aao  aaiit  dotdw  gstaub 
edt  ot  lobnditji  babba  tiot  aainitrt  adt  molt  trtaii  eoT  ,airt  td^vao  xXataXbeoial 

.  «oda  rLftiaboc  w  a  aeaa  bad  I  tdadodt  I  aac»d  aboi  I  aA  .odiowaitt 

aw  oirlad  ‘s.^'iiaw  <^tao8  .aaooiat^W  ot  fiCBoo  bXuow  aeaiio  a  laitmwa'  ycaere  taomXA 


at 


HWii 


would  see  big  posters  announcing  the  Big  Show,  usually  the  G^eatesi  Show  on  Ijrth, 

If  father  had  been  wealthy  I  think  he  would  have  seen  every  circus  that  came  to 
town,  but  we  saw  only  a  few  of  themo  Bach  circus  had  a  big  free  parade  on  the 
streets  up  town.  We  usually  found  it  convenient  to  do  our  shopping  on  Circus  myo 
We  were  always  in  time  for  the  parade.  The  parade  was  a  big  show  in  itself,  it 
was  made. up  of  elephants,  clowns,  bands,  cafees  of  wild  animals,  big  ornamental 
wagons,  drawn  by  sleek  looking  horses  in  flashing  harness,  and  last  the  steam 
calliope,  playing  popular  tunes, 

Father  took  us  to  one  circus,  We  went  into  the  big  tent  where  the  animals 
were  kept  We  took  plenty  of  time  looking  at  elephants,  giraffes,  monkeys,  lions, 
tigers,  hippotamus,  ostrich  and  other  birds  that  we  never  knew  existed.  Then  we 
went  into  the  big  three  ring  tent.  The  grand  entry  was  announced  with  a  fanfare, 
blown  by  men  dressed  in  bright  scarlet  coats,  .^11  the  riders  and  main  perforaers 
of  the  show  moved  in  brisk  procession  once  around  the  big  ring.  Then  ^  ® 

was  lively  motion  in  each  of  the  three  rings.  It  was  impossible  to  watch  everything 

at  once 8  hut  my  eyes  took  In  all  they  could. 

One  day  Buffalo  Biliks  Wild  West  Shew  came  to  town.  Father  and  I  went  to  this 
show  We  saw  Buffalo  Bill,  himself,  i.nna  Oakley,  a  troupe  of  Cossack  riders  from 
Russia,  and  seme  real  Imerl^'an  Indians,  I  was  especially  pleased  to  watch  a  troop 
of  U,  S,  Cavalry  demonstrate  the  Roman  race  and  the  monkey  drill. 

At  least  once  each  summer,  soa>9  bright  Sunday  morning,  all  our  family 
<.et  into  the  farm  wagon  and  drive  to  the  Des  Moines  river,  about^five  miles  distance, 
for  a  picnic,  W©  took  a  good  feed  for  the  horses  and  plenty  of  good  food  for  our¬ 
selves,  We  would  unhitch  the  horses  in  the  shade  of  the  trees  on  the  river  bank 
and  tie  them  to  the  wagon.  Then  we  picked  out  a  good  spot  to 

table.  If  it  was  not  quite  noon,  father  might  rest  in  the  shade,  while  I  and  othe 
children  walked  along  the  river  bank  exploring. 

After  we  had  eaten  all  we  could  hold,  father  would  go  to  Harvey  Lockwood^s 
house  a  short  distance  away,  and  rent  his  skiff,  so  we  all  could  have  a  oa  r 
Fath,;  touirLw  ua  acroaa  the  rl^er  to  a  sand  bar.  Here,  barefooted.  waded  in 
the  shallow  water  and  picked  up  clam  shells,  snail  shells,  and  bright  pebbles,  nc 

or  twice  I  found  a  live  clam. 

Later  in  the  afternoon  father  and  I  would  go  down  the-  river,  out  of  sight  of 
the  girls  and  go  swiasming  in  our  birthday  suits, 

Befcra  we  weat  home  we  often  dro^^e  across  the  ri^er  and  stopped  at  the  "nter- 
melon  patch  owned  b/  Tom  Wilson,  «e  usually  found  Teen  in  the  patch,  would  gi-Je 
us  a  m^on  as  a  sample.  We  always  bought  melons  before  we  left  the  patch.  *« 
net  two  or  three  or  more  big  melons  for  one  dollar.  These  melons  were  placed  in  the 

Lght.  About  the  middle  of  the  next  morning  all  hands  were  called  to 
the  melon  feed.  I  belleie  father  enjoyed  watermelon  better  than  any  other  member  o 
the  family  He  told  me  that  one  time  he  weighed  himself  before  eating  melon.  He 
weighed  liniediately  after  eating  and  was  four  pounds  heavier. 

The  first  Sunday  in  September  was  usually  the  big  Sunday  at  the  ^aker  Meetly 
in  Oskaloosa  Father's  brother-in-JLa*.  John  Stuart,  was  a  member  of  the  ®t'i®“ds  or 
auakircSlrc;.  One  time  Uncle  John  came  to  visit  na  fron  his  home  in  ^chland 
Iowa  We  met  him  at  the  railway  station  in  Oskaloosa  and  brought  him  hone.  he 
next 'day  being  Sunday,  all  of  us  went  to  the  Quaker  meeting,  held  on  or  near  the 
^oLdf  wberrfenn  College  now  stands,  father  liked  to  attend  one  of  these  Sunday 
Setlngs,  because  he  would  often  meet  hie  brother,  Mason  Mott,  and  other  folks  ho 
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Afi  Y-^-^Awat/  ,wori3  ^i8  *41  sfltoxrooijnA  artetaoq  ^td  det  bluom 

ot  6069  t64^  8c/3il9  a668  dTarf  blxjo^  ©4  I  afmd  bad  Tadfal  tl 

*4^  jso  6^mflq  ewT'x  aid  6  b^d  auoifo  d^iaa  .mprfj  io  imi  6  t-t^o  wjf-.  ew  Jt/d  ^awot 
,1&J  61/0^10  ao  f^atqqrydrs  lifr.  ot  ;n  btiirot  !fXi6u»tf  af  .jwot  qt,  atsai^a 

.IXaati  ai  wods  gld  a  eA«  abariaq  edt  .abAiuq  adi  ©mix  at  a.\*«rr6  ©’je*  aV 
latuamaffio  aid  ,aXafliiflA  bXiw  •a^*;  ,aba»d  .aawolo  caTriadceia  ^o  qy  abaa  bav 
iB6©ia  6di  jaAX  boa  .fcaaariAd  aaidaAll  al  eaa'xod  aaxafboX  '^L^eXa  x<^  aiiAJb  itao^aw 

•  aoaat  tJilvqoKi  snXT^Xq  ,i»qi^iXX6o 

aXopiaa  srii  aiadt  inet  aid  ©di  oiai  iaew  sW  /ayoiio  ©no  ox  au  alooi.  i«;lxat 
.•floiX  ,BY©3Uiofli  »8©ll6iia  ,Bia©4q6l©  i©  gnijCooX  ©tjnit  lo  ?XneXq  4oox  ©*  *Xq94  ©law 
•w  fleilT  .b©xalx©  «©ail  T©v*a  ©w  X^dy  ^sb^ld  ba©  riox-itao  ,  ayiaatoqqixl 

.©lAlxiAl  6  4X1*  baoixyoaxiA  a©w  y^Xo©  baBrta  ©4'^'  ,Xfl©i  sail  ©©i4X  gid  ©dX  eXai  Xfl®w 

fliAn  bcA  a'lebli  ©4X  ilA..  .aXac©  JaliAOa  xciand  ai  b©«e6ib  caro  rc  awoXd 

©TWXj^obbim  oariT.  .gflii  gid  ©dX  buutxiB  ©oao  /loi^i^obiq  3{axTd  di  bavom  rods  td^  lo 
gaidXTXav©  doX6w  oX  ©Idiaaoqoji  aa«  Xi  .agan  ©©TdX  ©dX  lo  doaa  ai  aoiXooi  xXafiji  aaw 

•bluoo  y»4X  XXa  at  4ooX  ady©  xm  fud  ,6aao  X© 

■  idX  oX  Xa©w  I  60©  ledXaH  ,awoX  oX  ©stoo  wodS  X6©»  bXil  a’Xi.^a  oXallya  xaI  gaO 

aon  nebii  iasanoO  lo  eq^o^X  a  «YoX>fAO  ©aaA  ,lX©aaitd  ,XIia  olanyfl  waa  ©«  .woda 
qoo-xx  6  doXaa  ox  baaaeiq  xXiatoaqa©  saw  I  .anaJba:  x-?\?i-i©CQ4  tb^T  ar>5a  bn©  ^aieayfl 

.IXiab  \9iIdoflJ  edx  bua  ©oai  aixis^F.  indX  ©xa^iXsaofljbb  yniataO  .8  ,U  lo 


Moow  xlhraX  ivo  ila  .saieTtom  XAbai/S  Xd^i'id  ©ooo  nonaurs  doaa  **cdo  tpnet  XA 
,9oanJBlb  iblim  ©xll  Xaoda  aaaXoM  aoC  edX  cX  ©  rib  bas  ac?i,6w  oiiat  adx  otoi  Xwi 

bocl  boog  to  vXaoXq  baa  a©«wo4  odX  0ot  boog  a  4ooX  ©1  ..^taoiq  a  'lot 
lerbi  adJ  ao  aearxX  ©dx  to  obiids  ©dX  al  sb^'^od  odx  doXidny  bXaow  ©H  .b6tX6b 

^  <5*  a©dl  ,ao«e4  ©di  oj  (i»di  ©ix  baa 

i©dXo  604  I  Blldw  ,©b4da  ©dx  al  X3©0  Xdalcn  ladx^^X  ^aoon  ©xiup  Xoa  aaw  XI  tl  ,©Xdat 

O4n^0oXqx©  3^cad.T©»^s  ©dx  aaoXa  b©3iXaw  oeiblido 

a*bocy^tooJ  x^vtaH  oX  o©  bXyow  0ddX©t  ,bIod  biLoo  ©«  Xia  a©xa©  bad  ©v  'rex^A 

«  ©vAd  bXvoo  IlB  &w  OB  .ItiJiH  Bid  ^a©7  bira  ,<c4wa  r^::aaf^tb  X7Qde  a  ,aai«d 

•bao  .aaXddeq  Xdglid  bna  *aXX©da  XiaaB  ,aXIed^  cusXo  q;;  [*©i-iq  baa  lajaw  woXXada  .>f(X 

<fl»®Xa  ©xiX  A  baaot  I  ©otw?  *xo 

to  Xdgia  to  Xt»o  ,7©Tt*i  ©dx  «ii»ob  93^  bluoB  1  baa  i ©da at  tfoca0©xta  ©di  ax  idXaJ 

.  •VXiab  ^{AhrUiJd  jsjo  ai  aniooilwc  og  bj©  iliig  adx 

•^X«  ©dx  xa  boqqoXa  baa  i©»i-x  0dX  'ft8O0oa  aTT>7t}  n»xto  ©a  ©ajod  Xaaw  ©«  ©lotbS 
arts  ^i/cw  .d3iaq  odr  al  aoT  baact  tliauai/  ©»  .ao© :  it  moT  ^d  baawo  doXaq  aoXaa 
la.  3  ©t  .diXaq  ©dX  XtaX  o»  ©to tad  enoXouj  xd^z/od  c»f  .dXqaasa  a  aa  aoiao  a  ©a 

©di  al  b«oa.q  ©>.©6  Booiora  ©©©.rf  -raXXob  ©ao  70t  taoXaw  gid  t«oai  ©o  b©-idz  00  owX  teg 

txen  ©dX  to  ©Xt-  ;.r*  ©dX  XyodA  .xd;.,ta  XadX  ©rao  Xooo 
to  0©dai©fD  indXo  ta«  OAdX  aaxxed  aoraortaxaw  b©\(oCa©  ledrat  ©taiiod  J  .b©©t  noXeca  ©dX 
titt  .PoiecD  gnr»ao  ©loted  tXaeiLid  badgib*  a^  aa»lx  ec^.  ^adx  ©ai  bio?  ©H  .tXlin©*:  ©dx 

.leifead  tb  laoq  ^ot  saw  fcna  »alXa©  lexta  yXetazbaoiDl  bedgitw 

^iXirt^  v.iAid?  adX  x-abnae  ©dx  yilAf/ew  imm  7©.i2aaXq©e  al  qabAj8  Xa^lt  ©d?  : 

a  aaa  .XriaaxS  adolr  i^a^.jjd  6»^©dxaf  .aaooXadaO  al 

.Dfiaido£«  at  emoa  aid  uwit  ax/  tiair  oX  omaa  flxlo<»  ©iooO  ooux  .acita 

^dT  ©o^d  Bid  Jdg(io*:d  baa  &f:ooradaO  al  aotvAU  edx  Xa  wid  x©ai  ©1  awol 

J  r  i^daav  ydx  o't  ;/>©.  an  >0  XXa  ,^hauB  goiad  .  ^Ab  Xxaa 

\^c0 -  ♦£.«/  .  u  b^o  bG*,wa  ox  badti  leaXet  .uaa'a  aoa  ag.-^XioO  naal  fnadw\bauoT^ 
«>d  BA-.0.  x^^dxu  ta©  ,ixo«  1105^  .ifttixoifd  aid  oaxta  bij/oe  ©4  atu,a:^d  ,6galXa2 


kneWj,  but  did  not  often  as©  elsewhere*  We  always  took  a  picnic  dinner  when  we  went 
to  these  meetings.  Most  of  the  timej  before  we  went  home*  father  visited  the  graves 
of  his  parents*  which  is  Just  over  the  fence  north  of  the  Penn  College  buildings* 

It  was  not  until  after  the  coal  mines  were  opened  in  our  community  that  we  paid 
any  attention  to  Labor  Day.  One  time  the  miners  at  White  City  held  a  Labor  Day  cele¬ 
bration  in  the  woods  near  the  creek*  about  one- half  mile  from  our  farm.  Father  and 
I  went  over  in  the  afternoon .  I  think  father  was  about  fifty-six  that  year,  i.  foot 
race  for  men  over  fifty  was  called.  Father  pulled  off  his  shoes  and  entered  the  100- 
yard  dash.  He  won  the  race  and  collected  three  silver  dollars. 

Another  Labor  Day  was  celebrated  in  Bussey.  Some  miners  from  White  City  wanted 
transportation  to  this  celebration.  Father  and  I  each  took  a  farm  wagon  and  placed 
boards  across  the  top  of  the  box*  so  we  could  each  haul  a  load  of  men.  I  think  we 
charged  one  dollar  for  each  passenger*  round  trip.  The  nmin  attraction  at  this 
celebration  was  a  speech  by  John  L.,  Lewis  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  Union,  At  that 
time  he  was  holding  a  union  office  at  Albia*  Iowa.  He  later  was  noted  for  his  work 
as  National  President  of  the  United  Mine  Workers. 

Thanksgiving  Day  often  found  us  with  corn  still  unhusked  in  the  field.  If  the 
weather  was  suitable  we  would  spend  the  day  trying  to  husk  the  last  few  rows  of  corn 
before  the  winter  snow  started  falling.  We  were  especially  thankful  if  all  the  com 
was  in  the  crib  before  the  first  snow  came. 

Birthdays  were  more  a  time  of  torture  than  enjoyment.  My  birthday  came  during 
the  winter  term  of  school.  I  tried  to  keep  the  day  a  secret  but  I  never  got  by  longer 
than  the  first  recess.  Somehow*  by  that  time  soraeone  would  know  it  was  my  birthday. 
All  the  kids  in  school  would  crowd  around  me.  Sach  one  had  to  pat  me  on  the  back  as 
many  times  as  I  was  years  old*  and  one  to  grow  on.  By  the  time  all  had  patted  me* 
seme  not  very  lightly*  I  wished  there  was  no  such  thing  as  a  birthday.  I  got  even 
with  some  of  the  other  kids  when  their  birthdays  came.  Lucky  was  the  kid  who  was 
born  in  July  or  August.  There  was  no  school  during  the  sunrner  months, 

Christmas*  there  was  a  day  to  be  remembered!  Regardless  of  how  bad  the 
weather*  or  how  little  money  father  had*  he  always  made  sure  there  was  something 
special  put  into  each  of  the  stockings  we  hung  up  before  we  went  to  bed  Christmas 
Eve.  For  a  few  years  I  believed  explicitly  in  Santa  Claus,  I  had  never  seen  the 
old  boy.  In  fact  I  was  told  that  if  I  was  not  asleep  when  he  called  at  our  house* 
he  might  not  leave  anything  for  me.  How  can  a  youngster  today  believe  firmly  in 
Santa  Glaus  when  he  sees  one  in  every  store  he  visits  for  one  whole  month  before 
Christmas'^ 

One  time  the  weather  had  been  bad  for  several  days*  but  there  was  no  snow 
on  the  ground.  I  was  worried.  How  could  Santa  travel  with  his  sleigh  and  rein¬ 
deer*  where  there  was  no  saow^  When  I  awoke  early*  on  Christmas  morning,  I  found 
my  stockings  filled  with  candy*  an  apple  or  orange,  a  Jackknife  or  a  Jumping- Jack. 

I  was  delighted  with  everything.  Then  I  looked  out  the  window  and  saw  that  several 
inches  of  snow  had  fallen  during  the  night.  That  was  the  reason  Santa  had  been 
able  to  make  his  rounds.  Some  years  later  I  found  the  real  reason  why  I  had  a 
full  stocking  Christmas  morning.  The  day  before  Christmas,  father  walked  through 
the  rain  to  the  country  store*  about  two  and  one  half  miles  away*  and  made  the  pur¬ 
chases  necessary  for  our  enjoyment. 

Father  always  managed  to  have  plenty  of  hard  store  candy  at  ChristnB.s  time. 

He  could  eat  more  of  it  than  any  one  of  us  could  eat.  A  few  years  after  I  was 
married*  I  decided  to  eat  all  the  candy  I  could  on  Christmas  Day.  I  started  early 
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ta^m  e»  avdM  twclb  oinolq  e  jioct  el  eaexlitftelci  e«Tj  ae^c.  4ofl  fcib  Xad  .vaoil 

•evA^a  led^Al  .ecaoal  tae#  dw  emoted  ^ecnil  e4t  W  ea*4^  od 

•  saiilblit/d  e^eiloO  nae^  exitf-  to  xll^o^  aoaet  odd  leTo  ^’aa^  al  daida  aid  to 

I  * 

bXA^  AW  #Adt  !Ctlc0taDoo  TOO  iii  boaeqo  emaw  aenfco  Iaoo  edt  ToirtA  .1  ttaw  dofl  ee*  tX 
-wXao  xflQ  TodaJ  a  feXed  et.»aW  m  arefllm  edt  iuilx  ect^  .ICaQ  Tod^i  od  ooX^ae^dA  ^joa 

toB  ,£SPiAt  loo  ODit  elic!  tlAd^AAo  tuoda  . :3tet>Tr>  ©d^  Tdoa  ahjow  -riilt  al  aoXdAid 

toot  1  .TAox  todt  xia-Y^n  tooda  aaw  ledtat  lUXdt  I  .flCK)mettA  &dt  ai  i»vro  taea  I 
-*001  adt  berexae  baa  aj^da  aid  tto  beXXoq  TedtaV  ,boXlA3  aA»  t^Xt  lovo  aoflj  lot  ©oat 

.  aTAiXoi)  leTlIa  ftBXdf  be *^911  oa  bna  ©oai  ©dJ  no*  ©8  .xleAb  Ltay 

balBAw  Yll^  ettxSM  arit  eTofllo  tx^oB  .yaaaufi  nl  be^ATfloXeO  aaw  yaCI  ladAvi  ledtonX 

heoAlq  bflA  aosaw  anat  a  dool  doa©  I  baa  Todfat  ^floltandoleo  aldt  ot  aoXXatroqaaAit 

9m  dfltdt  I  .naa  to  faaoX  a  load  doa^  blx/oo  esr  oa  ,xod  ©dt  to  qot  ©dt  stoioa  ^Taod 
aldt  ta  floitoaitta  ulam  adT  ,qlTt  bauon  ,To§neatAq  doas  ict  laXXob  ©oo  beaTAdo 

^wdt  M  .nolaU  aiajjaGf  aeiU  betIntJ  edf  to  alw©d  ,J  adci  doeeqa  a  iiiAw  ciollatdeXao 

rfjow  aid  lot  tetoa  aa©  nataX  sH  .awoI  ,AldXA  ©oitto  aolco  .a  palbXod  aaw  ed  ©mit 

.aiealTof  ©rrlM  fea/lflU  edt  to  taeblao'r'i  XaflalJaM  aa 

•dJ  tl  ,bXelt  ©dt  fli  ba>(eijdxiu  XXlta  oToo  dtlw  au  boi  ot  flrelto  x^  SOlvfjiaaLaAdf - 
flioa  to  aaoi  wet  laaX  ©dt  dazid  o#  edt  b/ieqa  biwow  ©w  ©IdaaJu/a  eaw  lodtawa 

moo  odt  XIa  tl  Xotiaadt  yXIaloeqe©  ©low  eW  .jjOiiXat  baJ^at©  vofia  Tfttolw  ©di  ©lotad 

•  eoiao  wooti  itTit  eat  ©Totad  drio  ©dt  ji  saw 

^tTwb  ©tcso  XAhdtTdd  yM  *tnoC3yoto©  aedt  ©ruJTct  to  attiJ^  a  ©loai  ©lew  ayabdtixfi 
lejjfloX  yd  tog  iow©n  I  twd  toioea  a  yab  ©dt  qeejf  ot  be:*it  I  .Xoodo©  to  anot  letaXw  oot 
.yabiitiid  XC3  ^an  tl  motrd  bXwow  ©noaooa  omit  tadt  yd  .wodefflE^S  .e*©*)©!  Tcilt  ©dt  aadt 
aa  ioad  ©dt  00  ©m  t«q  ot  bi^  ©oo  doa*  ,e<n  bat/oia  bifo-iD  bXwcw  Xoodoa  nl  tcxi  ©dt  XXA 
»eB:  bettaq  bad  IXa  emit  edt  y3  ,ao  woig  ot  eno  ban  tlo  wiaay  saw  I  ar.  ©©ait  ynaoi 
a©TD  tog  I  .yabiltild  a  sa  goxdt  dowa  0/1  R-tw  ©lorit  *^dElw  1  4xXtdgiX  yiev  ton  ecooe 
aaw  odw  blit  adt  saw  yjfowJ  ©oiao  ayabdtild  iledt  4©dw  ebxji  lodto  odt  to  ©tooa  dtiw 
♦  adtoofl]  laaciaa  eat  ^altub  Xoodo&  oa  ftww  eiedT  ,?8ugtM  lo  yiwli  at  anod 

eiit  bad  wod  to  ©fielbraged!  ?bt#iGda»ci»i  ad  ot  yi>L  a  eaw  /a^tsHdO 

goldteco:^  R.air  ©lodt  ©nwa  ©bam  nxania  ed  ^bud  ledtat  Yeoom  ettttl  wod  10  ,iedta©w 
samlalidO  bed  ot  faem  ©w  ©iot©d  qw  gawd  ©w  egai^bols  ©dt  to  doa^j  otai  tuq  Xaxoaqa 
•dt  flaws  levea  bad  I  .iwjaXO  ataaB  oX  yXtloIXqx©  taTeXidd  I  ©ia©y  wet  a  loS  .©vA 
,©ewod  TWO  ta  baXXao  ad  oedw  qe©4sa  tea  saw,  I  tl  larit  blot  saw  1  toat  al  .yod  bXo 
oX  yXmiXt  ©valXad  yabot  letagawoy  a  oao  woH  ■.©»  lot  aaXdtyna  ©f©aX  toe  ixlgio  ©d 
©iot©d  dtflore  eXodw  ©ao  lot  stXsXv  ©d  ©iota  yTav©  <?/  ©ao  sass^ad  flodw  swaX^-f  AtoaB 

••eriiaXidO 

WOOS  on  ©Am  tried t  tud  ,«xab  Xai  ^ro©  lot  oad  aead  baa  Tout©©#  ©dt  ©mi/  ©oO 
-fllai  boa  flgXei©  iM  dtXw  Xerait  atnsB  bloco  wod  .fiexiiow  ©aw  X  .bnuoig  ©dt  oo 
biioot  ‘I  ,gflX0ioai  oam^sXidO  ao  .yliatt  ©dowa  I  a&aV  00  aaw  ©ladt  ©ledw  «iA©b 

.3fbat-8flXqoB/t  *  to  ©tioauiaAr^  a  .©gattio  10  elqqe  a  a  ,,  ybjao  dtlw  balxXt  ©gaidocts 
lAiawas  tadt  wer>  bco  wcXwaXw  two  SwTtool  I  n©dT  geXdtyiet©  dxXw  batd^rXab  saw  I 

fl3©d  b«ii  atoaB  ao®a6;i '®dJ  ©a©  tadX  .tagla  ©dt  gfliiL^b  aaXXat  bad  woos  to  aadoflX 
a  bad  X  ydw  aosaoi  Xaai  erri  baud  I  *iataC  tiawy  ©(m^S  .sbawoi  eld  ©Xaoi  ot  ©Ida 
rbi^oidt  frwyii,©  'j^dtal  jaacsr^liaO  erotad  yaa  ©d*f  ,gflXfl'ioci  aamlilidO  gamooxs  XXwt 
•*iwq  Adt  ebau  bae  «xawa  aaXiai  tXad  ©ao  .5/1©  owt  tweda  ,tzots  yiiawoD  edt  ot  aXai  ©dt 

.taeaixotd©  iwo  lot  yiaesaoar  .^©©Mdo 

©calx  B^VQJsXidO  ta  ybaao  ©iota  biad  to  yj-j^*Xq  ©©ad  ot  eyaw^a  l©dtat 

3«w  I  li.Jir  rj#i©y  wet  A  ,ta©  bXwoo  sw  to  eno  yfla  aadt  t|  to  ©locn  ta©  bXwoo  ©H  . 
yXt©e  bstiAws  I  ,v«iQ  bACtt a  iridO  xic  tlwoo  I  ybeao  adt  XXa  tae  ot  'babXowb  I  .  baxuam 
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in  the  momingo  About  noon  I  had  a  very  severe  heart  bum.  Never  again  did  I  try 
to  eat  isandy  like  I  did  when  a  kid.  I  donH  understand  how  father  could  do  it. 

We  usually  had  roast  duckp  goose »  turkey  or  wild  rabbit  for  our  Christmas 
dinner.  One  time  we  had  a  Christmas  tree  in  our  house.  Mrs.  Charlie  ?isherp 
mother^ 8  sister »  came  over  with  her  family.  Someone  cut  a  red  cedar  tree  out  in 
the  timber,  ^he  tree  was  brought  in  and  decorated  with  candles  and  presents.  It 
was  daylight  so  we  pulled  down  the  window  shades.  Then  we  lighted  the  candles  and 
watched  carefully,  to  iiake  sure  the  tree  did  not  catch  fire.  After  we  watched  the 
beautiful  sight  a  few  minutesp  the  candles  were  blown  outp  the  presents  were  dis¬ 
tributed  and  everybody  was  happy. 


I  fcH  ,enij(i  tije4  e^8v»«>i  y-icr  a  bAd  I  cooxt  inodk  .^fliinom  «4t  nl 

.ti  cb  bluoo  wod  tasiz'xnbrw  t^aob  I  .bti  0  fferiii  bib  I  0:^.;/  \bL'A  Jao  ot 

c«QiJ«x*iiilO  ufo  lol  bXiw  10  X9^iu^  .esoos  Xeaoi  bJwf  xiLjs^zu  oW 

eiliAdO  ..feiM  .•ai/od  luo  nt  ^ent  h^i^'.^miudO  a  tad  az  oalS-  anO  .laiLOtb 
fll  tiro  eait  lAteo  bai  £  tu£  ^flCXfO'3  .Ijjlicoal  'rad  dtJtw  leTo  aaiaia  a^^edtoa 

tl  .atcaeaiq  buB  aalbaao  dXir  ba>tA*ro3db  Lra  nl  ae*  .ia<^xx  adt 

baa  aalbcAo  ad/  betdfifl  aw  flaiiT  .owbada  wobci*?  eiit  a  nob  beXIi/q  o«  oa  ^dsjifYAb  eaw 
ad/  bada/aw  e«  ia/tl‘  ,a*iJt1:  do/ao  /oa  bib  aaxj  acj  adam  0/  ^Y^Xylaiao  bado/aw 

-alb  exaw  aJasaa’-rq  ad/  ,/ao  awold  anew  aalbxRS®  ad/  ,ia/dalfli  wel  a  /d^,!.-.  Ic/^/fusad 

.Y«iqAn  aaw  baa  ba/i/dix/ 
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I  do  not  remember  just  when  I  first  heard  that  Thomas  A.  Edison  had  in'yented  the 
phonography  or  ’’talking  machinery  as  we  called  it.  One  day  in  Oskaloossy  probably 
not  more  than  one  year  after  the  destruction  of  the  Battleship  Maine y  I  was  standing 
on  the  street y  listening  to  a  man  explain  the  machine  he  was  showing.  It  was  a 
rather  small  imchine  with  a  hollow  wax  cylinder.  For  one  dime  the  man  offered  to 
let  anyone  put  the  ear  plugs y  which  were  attached  to  the  machine  by  a  small  rubber 
hosey  into  his  ears  and  hear  the  recording  of  the  burial  of  the  men  who  lost  their 
lives  when  the  Battleship  Maine  was  blown  up. 

I  can  hear  him  nowy  as  if  it  happened  Just  one  hour  agOj  sayings  ’’-igain  you 
will  hear  Captain  Slgsbyy  formerly  of  the  Maine »  giving  orders  to  the  firing  squad 
as  they  round  the  graves  for  prayer.”  How  wonderful  it  seemed  to  me  that  a  machine 
could  talk  and  tell  the  story  of  such  an  historical  event.  I  watched  some  men 
listen.  By  the  expression  on  their  faces  I  knew  the  machine  was  not  a  fake.  I 
wished  that  I  might  listen  but  I  did  not.  Perhaps  I  did  not  have  a  dime  in  my 

pocket. 

Not  long  after  thaty  we  heard  Little  Jim  Plumy  a  cousin  of  mother’s,  had  sold 
the  rights  to  all  the  coal  under  his  farm,  for  something  like  160.00  per  acrey  and 
he  could  still  keep  and  farm  the  land.  The  sale  of  these  coal  rights  had  made  him 
so  wealthy  that  he  had  paid  off  the  mortgage  on  his  farm  and  had  money  left  over. 

So  he  bought  a  ^Talking  machine”.  Sometime  later  father  had  some  business  with  Mr. 
Plum.  I  went  over  to  the  house  with  father.  The  family  seemed  glad  to  demonstrate 
the  machine.  It  could  not  only  talky  it  could  sing  and  play  musical  instruments  as 

well. 

Before  1900  we  saw  very  little  use  made  of  gas  engines.  Before  that  time  the 
section  men  on  the  railroad  used  a  hand  car  to  get  from  the  station  to  where  they 
were  working  on  the  track.  This  car  was  operated  by  anywhere  from  two  to  six  men 
who  stood  up  and  pumped  handles  to  make  the  car  run.  Today  the  section  men  ride 
sitting  down  on  a  small  car  powered  by  a  gas  engine.  The  men  ride  faster  and 
much, easier  than  on  the  hand  car.  It  would  be  impossible  for  m©  to  mention  all  the 
different  ways  that  engines  are  used  today.  Both  on  the  farms  and  in  industry. 

When  I  was  attending  the  country  school  at  about  the  age  of  ten,  we  read  the 
poemy  ”Dariu3  Greene  and  His  Flying  Machine”.  We  laughed  at  the  failure  of  this 
young  batman,  and  we  agreed  among  ourselves y  that  man  would  never  fly  in  a  heavier 
than  air  machine.  How  could  we  know  that  within  a  very  few  years  two  young  men  at 
Kitty  Hawks  S.  C.  would  demonstrate  that  we  were  entirely  wrong^  About  1913  I  saw 
Lincoln  Beechy  fly  ail  over  the  grounds  at  the  Iowa  State  Fair,  A  short  time  later 

he  was  killed  in  a  flying  accident. 

I  was  quite  small  when  I  heard  people  talking  about  a  ^Horseless  carriage  . 

One  Fourth  of  July  we  went  down  to  a  grove,  about  one  mile  west  of  the  Bveland 
bridge  on  the  Des  Moines  river,  where  an  all  day  celebration  was  held.  Here  we 
saw  a  riMin  driving  a  carriage  draped  with  bunting.  He  advertised  it  as  a  horse» 
less  carriage.  It  ran  with  no  noise  and  traveled  at  a  fairly  good  rate.  e 
wondered  wbat  furnished  the  motive  power,  until  we  got  close  enough  to  peep  under 
the  bunting.  Then  we  discovered  the  machine  was  indeed  a  horseless  carriage.  A 
small  mule  had  been  hitched  behind  a  small  buggy  in  such  a  way  that  as  the  mule 
went  forward  he  pushed  the  bug^r.  A  man  sat  in  the  seat  of  the  buggy  and  guided 

the  machine. 

By  1907,  Ben  Buxton,  of  the  Consolidated  Coal  Company,  was  driving  a  small 
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ddJ’  bota^wnt  bfid  aoallS  ,A  aeokJiT  tsdt  t/xoAd  I  co4w  Jct/t  iocfLiiHaiai.  ^oa  oi)  I 

TidBdoiq  ,#«ool»ai80  at  boO  bolLbo  e«  <ui  ,’’eaiilD8fl!  to  </fq»isoaoxlq 
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autciikDbile  past  our  faiTOo  W©  were  ^ery  much  afraid  to  meet  him  on  the  road»  because 
our  horses  might  be  frightened  and  try  to  run  away o 

Only  a  few  of  our  neighbors  had  telephones  when  I  left  the  farm  in  1907.  Se-feral 
years  later 9  a  phone  was  installed  at  our  house. 

We  had  heard  about  the  experiments  of  Marconi  with  wireless  communication.  When 
I  attended  Highland  Park  College  in  19129  the  Sngineering  department  of  the  college 
put  on  an  exhibit  of  things  new  in  engineering,  They  showed  a  device  by  which  one 
machine  could  cause  an  electric  light  bulb  to  shine  on  another  machine  a  few  feet 
distance 9  yet  not  connected  to  the  first  machine  in  any  way. 

In  the  winter  of  1915-169  I  was  superintendent  of  schools  at  Tmesdale,  Iowa. 

I  conducted  a  series  of  lycexjra  lectures  in  the  school  for  the  benefit  of  the 
coranunity  One  of  the  entertainers  on  this  course  danonstrated  some  of  the  wonders 
of  science.  He  had  a  toy  battleship  on  which  a  toy  gun  was  mounted.  When  s^eone 
volunteered  to  carry  the  battleship  across  the  roomp  the  lecturer  waited  until  tne 
ship  was  a  few  feet  from  the  table.  Then  he  pressed  a  button  and  the  toy  gun  fired 9 
although  the  ship  was  In  no  way  connected  to  the  table. 

These  simple  demonstrations  were  the  forerunner  of  the  building  of  radio  sets. 

A  short  time  before  father  died  he  was  in  some  business  place  in  Bussey  when  he 
heard  music  being  played.  The  owner  of  the  store  told  father  that  music  was  coming 
from  Kansas  City.  How  wonderful  music  could  travel  that  distance  without  wires,  ir 
someone  had  told  father  that  in  my  day  pictures  would  be  sent  through  the  air  so 
people  in  Iowa  could  see  the  Bose  Bowl  football  game  being  played  in  California,  he 

would  have  found  it  hard  to  believe. 


During  my  early  childhood  there  were  no  movies 9  even  in  the  cities.  Once  in 
a  while  someone  would  advertise  a  A  machine  threw  a  light  onto 

a  canvas  and  still  pictures  were  shown.  In  some  cases  it  was  possible 
tain  parts  of  the  picture  move.  Once  I  saw  a  picture  of 

The  picture  showed  a  man  asleep  with  his  mouth  opeUp  and  rats  were  running  in  o  . 
In  some  way  the  picture  was  reversed  and  the  rats  came  back  out  of  the  man  a  mout  . 

I  thought  this  was  quite  a  funny  show. 

The  first  real  motion  picture  I  saw  was  shown  at  a  street  carnival  in  Oskaloosa 
The  title  of  the  picturep  '^The  Great  Train  Robbery^.  This  picture  was  strictly  in 
black  and  white.  The  light  caused  the  picture  to  flicker  a  great  deal.  A  person 
had  to  stand  with  a  megaphone  and  explain  what  the  picture  was  supposed  to  be  show¬ 
ing.  It  was  several  more  years  before  the  talking  pictures  became  common. 


One  invention  that  had  great  effect  upon  the  dairy  industry  was  the  centri¬ 
fugal  cream  separator.  I  remember  that  for  several  years  mother  stmined  our  milk 
int^  gallon  crocks 9  which  were  placed  In  the  cool  cave  for  several  hours. 
took  a  thin,  tin  skimmerp  much  like  a  large,  shallow  spoon,  and  skimmed  the  cr^ 
off  the  top  of  the  milk.  The  skim  milk  was  then  used  for  drinking,  making  ^otta^ 
c^ese,  fol  cooking  or  for  feeding  to  pigs  and  calves.  Undoubtedly  a  lot  of  butter- 

fat  was  thrown  away  with  the  skim  milk. 


One  time  »e  bought  a  large  metal  can.  called  a  separator.  It  was  big  enou^  to 
hold  all  the  milk  taken  from  the  cows  at  one  milking.  Cool  water  was  poured  into 
tha  m^lk  After  the  cream  had  raised  the  watered  milk  was  drawn  off  through  a 
Alcetsl  the  bottom  of  the  can.  There  was  a  glass  ^^ont  side  of  the  can 

near  the  bottom  so  a  person  could  tell  when  the  skim  milk  had  been  drawn  off.  Then 
the  cream  was  run  out^through  the  faucet.  This  separator  had  the  advantage  of  putting 
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••0Aood  ,ts<n  ddT  no  m/d  f^sa  btm^s  sicuin  yi&?  e^sw  ef  ivo  tB*q  eiidofliQ^ua 

,^bw^  tus^  Of  xii  bas-  b^etd^lit  9d  ■at'iod  ti/o 

lancoTw^  .TO®/  Hi  mal  edj  ttol  I  ^adw  g€inod<ibIo^^  biui  ^lodji^tea  lac  '•©!  c  \£a0 

.•B0^  i/fo  bf>li9Sbat  atw  eaoflq  4  ftiitdx 

^•xflr  .ffoiyar.iexrnaoo  tfiaXatlw  dtU  tacot^  lo  *^3«cihro4Jta  j/^o^da  fc'is^d  had  »t 

erfy  io  BUt  ,SXC-fli  o^aXXoO  ^X.taafdaiH  hehaa^^a  I 

«ao  xrf  eoU«^  a  Mwodii  at  wao  ae  no  taq 

Teal  1N1I  a  acidoam  lad^ona  no  ealds  ot  dtud  t^i^H  oJn^^BU  at  ae^ao  hXiioD  taldota 

.<3tt  ol  da/iioafo  adJ"  oi  hatoancoo  i^oo  tax  (aonataXh 

I  • 

.a»oI  .aXabaaxnT  ta  nXoodot  ro  taebcc^taliwiijk  fa*  r  ,dX-SX®X  lo  letnlir  edi  al 

adt  lo^  Xocdoa  edt  at  ll^e-^tsr-,a;:  .^eoxX  to  -atiaa  a  ba^oabnoo  I 
f'Tobflow  adJ  to  otnoa  befsatnaotoBb  tutZitoo  ahi^  ao  6^^tclaJ^at^o  adt  to  arrO  . vt/  u/onoo 
•floa^a  na^  batauotD  saw  (n/:^  xot  a  dold*  ao  q[i^.  .>it/ad  xof  e  i^ad  »H  ,a&aa/oa  to 
X/tao  bat /aw  laTi/toai  adt  ,ajoo*i  edt  e^ctoa  qXdtaXttao  edt  ^nao  ot  bt^wotaaior 
,hnzt  awa  Xo^  «dt  baa  aottad  a  baste^q  ad  aadt  .eXta^  edt  -ooTt  /oot  wot  a  aaw  qWa 

•aldat  adt  ot  baroanaod  t^w  oa  ai  eaw  q/da  ®dt  xfeaodtXa 

.iiJ9B  olhOT  lo  ssjsnwd  MiT  to  locninoiot  edt  «-r«.  B«ciW»«ooo»ft  Bigmis  M«fr 

oodw  x^aaad  at  woaXq  asaaiai-’d  ocooa  al  &ow  od  balb  aaritat  aiotbd  aott  t*ioda  A 
Snlrooo  aa*  ol*^  ladt  rfedtat  bXot  «*roti!  &dt  to  louwo  adT  bBxolq  'satt^  alatmi  b^iaad 
,a.n^  fuodttw  ooaataib  tadt  Xarait  blaoo  aleym  Xatttabacw  wed  aaftaaX  moit 

ot  7ia  ad^  dauoidt  taea  ad  biaow  aaoatoiq  x*'  cl  tadt  ledtat  blot  bad  eaoaojoa 
•d  «attnotlXaO  at  bdxtlq  gaiad  ea^  iXadtoot  wbod  adt  t>6a  biaoo  awol  0/  eXqoaq 

iawalXad  ot  triAd  ft  baaot  ovad  bXaow 

at  aoaO  ,s®itlo  adt  oi  atV9  ^aeivoaj  oa  a^aw  asaJt  boodbXldc-  xX^®  xm  AalTidl 
ao  t^  a  •flldoam  A  .woda  ti%stJXL9JL  ®Xafl8  a  ealt^rba  bluow  aao«aoa  aXldw  a 

f  ©Xdliaoq  waw  tl  aaaao  acaoR  al  .awoda  aisw  awtraJozq  xfita  baa  aaraao  a 

•UttAAA  2gifi5  IflS  ^  to  oiatoiq  a  vaa  I  eonO  .area  aiatolq  ad?  to  atw  axat 

.tt  otal  aalaaa'i  oyow  at^  boa  ,a©qo  dtaoo  sld  dtlw  q^aiaa  aa-s  a  a  ^lato/q  adt 
.d.  i/oa  a  aam  odt  to  two  Aoad  t«xo  ataa  adt  baa  be4TaT«nr  sa*  f«utolq'®dt  yaw  amoa  nl 

.wed*.  xAii/t  a  atlwp  iaw  .idt  td^uodt  I 

.aircuXadtO  al  X«Tl/nao  tasjta  a  ^a  owoda  eaw  wae  I  a^wtoiq  aoltoffl  Xaai  taiit  adT 
m  X^toiys  aaw  ei^xaiq  «idT  .fx^^^ddoH  ctait  jaaiO  .,ait^olq  adt  to  aXtlt  adT 

ot  a^utolq  edt  tao./ao  td^il  adT  .atldw  bee  AoaXd 
-woda  ad  ot  baaoqqffB  eaa  a^tr^ozq  edi  tadw  ataiqxe  Lam  aflcdq^M]  a  dtlw  bamrn  ot  bad 
B^oottoo  eaaoad  ^nidlAt  edt  oaotad  fti/*ax  9aoja  Xaiaraa  ee,-  12  ,^1 

-bTtir€3  i^t.  aaw  x^^aobdl  x^lab  adt  aoqw  lowtt*  tai^is  ^adt  ffoltaafal  aaO 
J  wo  baalaita  'Xedfoa:  a*jaax  X/n<«.ra«  lot  tadl  ixdi».T»i  1  .lotaiaqae  aaaio  Xaax;t 

J^iL  •»3-MX  b  Biii  ,i3«o  .lomiilB  i>Jt»  a  ioo# 

*■**“  “®‘^'  •*"  'O  <»»*  ''o 

-ctBJ^vd  to  »oI  a  ^baBdi/obrfJ  .BBTiaa  boa  bs:?  o»  aaiti-ol  lot  lo  satstoon  wt  .stoado 

.dXltt  Ai:Kc  adt  dtlw  x*»»d  amjrd^  aa*  tat 

®*'  .JoJbt^b  a  bBiiao  ,oao  Ib*«b  ajuai  a  /dgootf  a<  .olt  .bO 

1  ^■'■>‘'‘^‘■’1  *»»  •»■  fc*  XooO  ,/>a/iUlm  eco  4b  bboo  nd#  suit  aajta4  »Iim  aU4  Xia'bXod 

edt  fcOBlai  l>ad  aiBuio  Bar  i*m  .jfXioi  ail4 
at^T  »il4  dl  s»alA  «  BB*  »tsilt  .aas  *(14  to  oio44od  ed4  J-a  iBooat 

saxttoq  to  .»B40B.oe  ori#  ba^  lotaragoe  aldlt  ,  t»o»at  .dx  dj,ooid4  #oo  mri  ca«  obbio  adt 


all  the  milk  into  one  container,  so  there  was  only  one  to  wash,  I  doubt  if  it  was 
much  more  efficient  in  skitnning  than  was  the  method  where  crocks  were  used. 

At  another  time  we  bought  a  double  can.  With  it  the  milk  was  put  into  the 
inside  cem  and  cool  water  was  poured  around  it,  not  into  the  milk.  The  milk  and 
cream  was  drawn  off  at  the  bottom  of  the  can  the  same  as  in  the  cem  described  above. 

Jinally  the  centrifugal  separator  came  on  the  market.  We  bought  one.  Father 
or  I  had  to  turn  the  crank  of  this  machine  two  times  each  day.  But  we  got  much  more 
cream.  We  could  cool  it  immediately  after  separating,  and  it  would  keep  sweet 
longer.  Before  father  left  the  farm  the  folks  sold  a  lot  of  cream  on  the  meorket. 

When  X  first  started  to  school  in  Oskaloosa,  I  came  in  contact  with  schools 
teaching  coomercial  subjects,  I  often  heard  students  tell  about  their  troubles  in 
bookkeeping.  One  instructor  told  about  some  business  house  where  the  bookkeeper 
looked  for  hours  to  locate  a  mistake  of  only  one  cent  on  hie  balance  sheet.  At  the 
present  time,  I  very  much  appreciate  the  new,  up-to-date  machine  which  adds  my 
accounts.  It  also  assists  me  in  multiplication  and  subtraction.  Such  a  machine 
was  never  heard  of  in  my  boyhood  days. 
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tt  IJt  tduob  !  .xfajiw  ot  xIao  sa«  trt'?dt  o«  eao  o^nl  jaJtos  adt  LLm 

,h0^a  oriaw  asiooio  ersieniw  botitnia  9dt  sjcni  aadf  solsniijt  at  o^oa  doum 

9dt  otal  toq  999  dlls  9dt  tt  dftW  ,aao  aldaot  a  tdpisod  bw  ainJtt  iBiitoaa  M 
bao  3iXtjn  Bdf  ,3(Xifli  Bdt  otat  too  *^1  bmsc'ia  t>&^uoq,  le^’an  loco  boe  aao  Bbiaat 
.•Todn  b^dlToeeb  aob  Bdf  at  tA  ajvss  adt  otto  ed/.te  taottod  ads  Sa  Ito  fivanb  aaw  aiaaio 

•xadtaf  .aao  td^aod  ,dB:izBm  tdt  ao  aman  7ci«aqoa  adt ‘:iX*crif 

anroED  doua  to%  a»  ti/fi  doaa  tatnlf  oi4  aaXiloaGi  sixlt  Ito  odt  aiat.  ot  bad  I  lo 

tBBwa  qBBd  M0O»  tt  has  ^st't:^*rt9qB%  x^^a^sXbfeiani  d’t  I'xio  bXxioo  at  .laaaio 

.teiitaco  adt  ao  aiao^o  lo  toX  a  bXoa  aiXo)  adJ"  isna'i  edt  lad^at  e'loltofi  .‘T&saoX 

aXcodcB  dtlw  foatooD  ci  soiac  I  ^aeocXArXaO  at  loodda  04“  bot^iata  twit  Z  m»dW 
fll  aaXduO'it  ifadt  tiroda  Xln^  B^^Eobuta  bxfied  aotito  t  *atoaXoAia  XaXoioojLpo  ^nldoaet 
*Toqae^iocd  adt  B^jodw  aairod  aaaiilatid  eenatt  tuoda  Moi  lotoirstaal  eaO  . saiq ea^L^iood 
odf  M  .tMs£a  aaodiad  aXd  ao  ^aao  aao  aa^jp^aXoi  a  Btaool  ot  eiuod  lol  JbaatooX 

Xco  abba  dsldt  aaXdoMS  mtab^ot^^a  ,9Qa  adt  o^Aloaiqqa  dous  x^ev  X  ^Bcalt  taaaa^q 
aaXdojfli  a  doafi  .aoi^antdaa  bao  aolJaolXqXtXi;ai  at  aa  a^alaaa  obXb  tl  .aioijoaoa 

,ay>sb  boodxod  ul  to  J^iaed  larea  bbw 

t 
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There  is  a  book  in  my  private  library,  entitled  A  Brief  History  of  the  United 
States.  This  book,  copyri^ted  by  A.  S.  Barnes  and  Company  in  1886,  was  the  text¬ 
book  used  In  all  the  rural  schools  of  Mediaska  County,  Iowa  when  I  was  a  lad. 

In  reviewing  this  copy  today  I  find  the  author,  by  the  use  of  footnotes  and 
other  articles,  printed  in  type  much  finer  than  that  of  the  regular  story,  gave  a 
great  deal  of  information  about .the  life  and  living  conditions  of  people  in  each 

epoch. 

Without  reading  the  fine  print,  it  seemed  to  me,  the  author  especially 
emphasized  war.  Whether  it  was  the  intention  of  the  teachers  to  magnify  war  in 
their  teaching  of  history  I  do  not  know.  Somehow,  as  a  young  boy,  I  thought  of 
U.  S.  History  as  being  just  one  war  following  another. 

It  began  with  the  wars  between  the  early  settlers  and  the  Indians.  These 
were  followed  in  rapid  succession  by  the  wars  between  Bngland,  Prance,  and  Spain, 
the  American  Revolution,  the  war  of  1812,  the  Mexican  War  and  the  Civil  War.  Dur¬ 
ing  ray  lifetime  I  have  had  knowledge  of  the  Span! sh-Aoaeri can  War,  the  Boxbr  Up¬ 
rising,  the  Philippine  War,  World  War  I,  World  War  II,  and  the  Korean  War,  followed 

by  seemingly  endless  cold  war. 

In  my  childish  imagination,  a  good  soldier  was  a  much  greater  hero  than  any 
other  man  could  possibly  be.  Every  soldier,  with  very  few  exceptions,  like  the 
traitor,  Benedict  Arnold,  was  brave,  honest,  true  and  loyal.  I  could  not  help 
thinking  if  there  was  a  war  in  my  country  when  I  became  a  man,  I  would  certainly 

enlist  as  a  soldier. 

Perhaps  this  imagination  was  helped  by  hearing  that  Grandfather  Mott  enlisted 
as  a  soldier  in  the  Union  Army  in  1862,  at  the  age  of  fifty-three,  I  also  knew  some 
survivors  of  the  Civil  War,  like  George  Nevins,  Moore  Hill,  Jack  Banks,  Marion  ^ 

Belaer,  and  John  Pilgrim.  Sometimes,  at  Fourth  of  July  celebrations,  or  old  settlers 
picnics,  these  men  would  march  in  the  parades.  I  remember  father  said  they  did  not 
keep  step  like  they  did  in  Civil  War  days. 

When  the  Spanish- American  War  began  I  heard  the  government  was  calling  for 
volunteers.  I  was  not  old  enough  to  enlist  but  I  became  a  real  soldier. 
days  it  was  a  little  harder  to  secure  an  American  flag  than  it  is  today.  I  did 
not  have  a  flag.  I  understood  that  every  group  of  soldiers  had  a  flag,  so  I  made 

a  flag. 

It  was  a  piece  of  gingham,  or  calico  that  mother  gave  me.  It  was,  probably, 
ten  inches  wide  and  about  eighteen  inches  long.  True  it  did  not  have  the  stars 
and  stripes,  like  the  real  American  flag,  but  it  was  ray  flag,  with  two  or  more  of 
the  colors,  like  red  and  white.  I  set  a  ten  foot  flag  pole  upright  in  the  gro^d. 

A  rope  ran  over  the  top  of  the  pole  in  such  a  way  that  I  could  attach  my  flag  to 
it  and  raise  and  lower  the  flag  each  time  I  held  amy  drill. 

Father  had  made  me  a  wooden  sword  from  a  broom  handle.  I  bad  a  revolver 
I  had  whittled  out  for  myself.  With  an  old,  discarded  dishpan  for  a  drum.  I  ^rched 
many  miles  around  my  flagpole,  beating  the  drum  and  playing  I  was  a  real  soldier. 

In  school  our  teacher  tried  to  make  us  more  patriotic  by  teaching  us  to  sing 
the  following  songs 
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edt  \o  x^o;fiilH  ‘tsiifl  A  boXftfae  •«'*7{Tq  ol  iood  a  ai  tnedT 

-tx9t  edt  &0«  ,d66I  al  ^caa^QoO  baa  aem^  ,£  ,A  ♦i^qoo  ,.<c-o*1  aXJt  .aeta^S 

.ba£  a  tav  X  natia  aiol  ^x^oooO  MidtadaM  \o  xoo fio%.  lii'wz  ari^  XIa  nl  batti  iood 


baa  aatofld-ool  lo 'aai/  adt  xd  .noddas  mii  ban  I  \t,bot  xqoo  etd^  nl 

a  ^Ta®  ‘lai*.*^®’!  od^  ^o  Xad?  aadt  ibaXI  doxJES  jX  t>aXot'i<x  aodta 

:’r»ae  cl  ©Xqooq  lo  aaoittbaoo  aaXvU.  boa  aIX I  Xi/oda  aoil^olal  \c.  l.\sl  Jaaig 

..  ilc.oqa 


xXIaloeqaa  lodtua  ««dt  .ecj  oJ  bootoea  ti  ,  t/:  Mq  ©nil  ©dX  salba©*!  i^uaa^.'f 
aX  Ttaw  x^Xfp^aro  oX  arr©£to»0t  ad^  lo  noXtn^ini  i>rt/  tx  ladJaiii  ^-lea  baaXeadqtu© 
lo  I  ^xcd  :iauox  a  £3  .w^iloiiioQ  ,t?oai<  dx»fl  ob  T  x^oXatd  \o  jiaX/fc>*\a^  iXadd 

.lodJ-oca  galwoIXot  imr  ©.10  «a  rioXLta  .8  .Q 

oaoxfT  .aaaXbflX  ©d^  baa  a'xalJtaa  qliaa  9Jit  ntf^ted  arijn  edf  dfln  n^od  iX  • 
,nxaq8  hna  ,©oae'r^  ,b0alj^3i  aeatrled  aia©  od?  xJ  aoiaaaooua  bXqa-i  gX  b<>»oiio1t  a^av 
-iwu  XXtXO  od^  boa  uaolaeM  edt  ,3I8X  to  lair  adJ-  ,doXmovaa  oaot'xeoiA  edt 

-q  taxofi  ad/  ^-lai  aaaXiecvA-dsiaaqB  ©di  to  e^balvoAd  bad  atad  X  eaX^atXX  vm  «aX 
bowoXXot  .-la*  oea'ioS  ©d^  bns  *II  raW  bXioV  ,I  lai  tX^»  *>nXqqUld^  adX  ,»fllaXi 

♦^aa  bXoa  nBatbuif  .xXsaXiseaa 

XGa  aadi  cnod  -letmtfi  x^O0aI  a  aair  leXbXoe  boos  «  tg/ssi  daXbXXdo  aX 

^d;f  edll  .anoX^qaoxa  ir©t  x^&r  dtlw  *iaXbXot  viovJ  .©d  ^Xdjtaaoq  tiuo.'  cam  taddo 
qiad  ^oa  bXi/oo  I  ,Xar^X  baa  Qinf  .taaaod  ,©fjnd  ,bXofliA  toib©a©d  .icXXaiJ 
XXnxaXT»o  bXaoa  I  ^aam  a  cfliaoad  I  aadw  ym  aX  ^aw  a  saw  tr-radr  tx  aaX^diXdX 

.'laibXos  a  aa  XaXIaa* 

baXeiia©  ttoM  laltatiwa^  tadf  s^XTcaed  baq^^d  .*.©©  rtoxXaa/saraX  atat  aqabia? 
arra  vaad  oaXa  I  .©o^d-x^Xt  to  aga  #a  ,Sb6X  ai  xi.  lA  aoXatJ  ®dX  nl  aBlbXofe  a  ea 
^  ocXxoJ  ,adnaS  aioiil.  ,xxxH  ©'xooW  ^aalfsM  ©s*io©0  odXX  ,iair  XlfXO  odX  to  aiofXr^a 

anaxti'tta  bXo  to  ,  aaolJaidoXao  to  ritiaot  Xa  .aeacyooiot  .mX'ism  ado^  '  na  ,io«X©a 

Soa  btr^  vidt  bXaa  ladtat  ledcwmoi  I  .aebaTaq  ©dl  cX  .io^aal  blaow  aetb  ©tf^dx  .aoXaoXq 

.sxab  'xa5^  XXfxO  aX  btb  9dtl  qala  qt©d 

lot  gaXXIao  &a«  Xaaoiartovog  edX  Inaed  1  aag&d  "oaW  iUJoXia.-tU-dBiaaqS  edX  oadW 
•aodt  al  .-laibioi  Xa©*!  a  ©ajaoad  X  Xad  taXia©  d^aoao  bXo  toa-aaw  X  .aie©tauXo? 
bXb  I  .xaboi  ai  XX  aadt  gaXX  .'lao  Harol  aa  ©T:t/caa  ot  nabaad  ©Xj/XI  a  aa«  J-t  ex^ 
•baa  I  oa  ,aaXt  a  bad  aieXMoa  to  Yua?©  ^ad^  Jbooto<i©bna  I  .^alt  -  ©vad  /oa 

.aaXt  a 

,tXd»dcnrq  «aa«.  tZ  .©a  ©va^  tudJ’om  XadX  ooXXaa  ,uiadgaXg  to  ©ooXq  a  aaw 

©i«ia  ftdX  ©vad  J*oa  bib  ti  •u'lt  .»aoi  codoai  ao©/zlgl©  Xuoda  bue  ©bX»  aodoaX  aoX 
»  ©TOffl  'xo  o»>  dtiw  ,jv£Xt  x=f*  =-'''  ^"1  ^AJd  ,5MiXt  c«oX*ix.4i*A  Xa©i  add  ©iXi  .aaqiiya  baa 
•  fr-ujoTs  wlJ  at  tdst-Kia  t-lo^  »oo\  Dni  a  »»8  I'  .  utti,  i>n«  tat  aUtL  .  .lolos  eii^ 

o  MXt  ipB  do©4-J^o  dImoo  1  iadt  xam  ^  al  ©Xcq  !»d^  to  qoJ  ©d^  lovo  aa'i  ©qoi  ▲ 

}f'Pi3  bifid  I  ticiid  doa©  gsii  add  iu»oI  boa  ©aXai  baa  /■! 


daxdw  'T©TioT©'i  a  bad  i  .©Xbjod  ojooad  a  myjt  b^ova  ba^oow  a  o«  ©bM  tad  ^©d/af 
©dbYJr  ,  j!,-so  a  tot  aaqdBib  fcabtrtoaXh  ,fiXo  aa  ItX*  .tt^uxm  lot  tjxo  b©iJtXd«r  bad  1 
.t©.Moo  i,M,^  a  .aa  X  gal^aiq  taa  uunt  add  aatra^d  ,©Xoqaait  y»  Lax^oaa  p-aUoj  xa«> 

©n  od  au  gaXdoa©/  ^d  ol/oXtiAq  o*scfli  av  aiijenj  of  bat*id  tadoa©/  ha3  Xooda©  a  I 

laaoa  a^iooIXot  ©dx 


’’Hie* re  Sailing  for  Cuba  Now’’ 

On  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic  is  a  nation  that’s  called  Spain. 

Her  ruler  is  King  Alphonso.  His  country  destroyed  the  Maine. 

She  rules  a  land  of  Cuba  with  a  despotic  hand  and  sends  among  the  natives 
a  most  tyrannic  man. 

Refrain 

We’re  sailing  for  Cuba  now.  We’re  sailing  for  Cuba  now. 

We’ll  save  that  land  from  a  tyrant’s  hand. 

We’re  sailing  for  Cuba  now. 

All  honor  to  our  navy  that’s  sailing  o’er  the  sea, 

And  risking  lives  and  fortunes  that  Cuba  may  be  free, 

God  speed  the  Flying  Squadron  and  a  patrol  to, 

Protect  the  North  Atlantic  that  carries  our  boys  so  true. 

i 

Refrain 

All  honor  to  our  boys  at  home  who’ll  volunteer  to  stand 
And  fight  for  the  honor  of  country,  rescue  a  fallen  band. 

And  when  the  war  is  over  and  we’ve  defeated  Spain, 

We’ll  land  our  boys  in  Cuba.  They’ll  sing  in  Cuba  then. 

New  Refrain 

They’ll  sing  in  Cuba  then.  They’ll  sing  in  Cuba  then. 

They  saved  our  land  from  a  tyrant’s  hand.  They’ll  sing  in  Cuba  then.” 

— .  Author  unknown, 

I  got  a  big  thrill  by  reading  the  newspaper  accounts  of  the  Rough  Riders  and 
their  charge  up  San  Juan  Hill,  led  by  Teddy  Roosevelt.  George  Dewey  became  a 
national  hero  over  night  when  he  captured  Me^la. 

In  the  simner  of  1916,  while  a  student  at  Highland  Park  College,  Des  Moines, 
lowag  I  went  out  to  Camp  Dodge,  one  afternoon,  and  watched  the  National  Guard  com¬ 
panies  drill.  One  of  my  classmates  said  to  me,  ”Wouldn’t  it  seem  terrible  for 
these,  fine  strong,  young  men  to  go  to  war  and  be  shot  to  pieces'?”  With  that  ques¬ 
tion,  I  began  to  think  war  might  bo  a  serious  business. 

The  next  sumner  our  country  had  declared  war  on  Germany ,  On  Memorial  Day  I  was 
on  the  streets  of  downtown  Des  Moines  and  watched  a  company  of  soldiers  take  part 
in  the  big  parade,  I  could  not  help  wishing  I  were  a  soldier. 

I  went  back  to  college  and  talked  with  Professor  French,  my  teacher  and 
counselor,  I  told  him  I  thought  I  would  enlist  in  the  army.  He  replied,  ’’There 
are  many  young  men  who  can  carry  a  rifle,  march  and  fight,  just  as  well  or  better 
than  you.  While  at  th©  same  time  they  have  not  been  trained  for  any  special  job. 
You  have  been  trained  as  a  school  superintendent  and  teacher  of  agriculture.  Since 
the  selective  service  act  is  now  in  effect  you  will,  probably,  do  as  much  good  for 
your  country  by  remaining  in  your  present  work  until  your  draft  board  calls  you.” 

I  decided  to  take  his  advise.  During  the  time  of  the  big  drawing  in  Washing¬ 
ton,  all  the  boys  on  our  college  campus  watched  the  newspapers  rather  anxiously  to 
see  when  each  one^s  number  came  up.  I  drew  a  high  number. 
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’’•oM  M<iuO  T-O^  ^Ji 

V 

^  ' 

bnXiBO  s’^ajrft  aottJ9o  m  »i  oi^nAiM  erft  to  ©f>Jt»  ladto  «0 
.©nlaU  oil^  J^N^^aeb  x^t:iuor>  «ifl  .oano^qM  y: i-^  at  'rel^rx  laH 
aovitiafi  adJ-  ^oem  aboa©  bna  baad  ^ltoq^f^b  a  ifJl©  adBC'  lo  tiiai  a  aaXi/'i  '^riS 

.fflsaj  3lii.trtri.x^  Mojs  a 
aiai^aH  •  '  .1 

.aoa  adt/O  lol  gaZllaa  ,ao/j  adi/O  ^o\  ac'tll^'  ©rrSt  . 

.bOAd  9* tcerxx^  a  ami  bcal  tadt  era©  IX'stl 

♦  wofl  adt/0  *iot  ^aXXiaa  ©.t:*©W  . 

,oea  6d^  10^-0  1*4^ ad?  ^raa  *ii/o  Ov  *10001  XI A 

.•©ll  ©d  x®a  adyO  teJ.t  %bautio*t  be*  aavtl  3iiX3<»>,l'r  bo© 

.od  loztr><i  a  has  ooibaopS  ^XyXt  odJ^  beega  fcoO 

,©inJ  oa  ©Yod^  'iwo  aaliiao  i“adt  ol^caXtA  li^oH  sdt  roei’o'rt 

» 

aia*Tl©H 

•  /  .  - 

%  -  «• 

baaia  o^  *x©©toxiXo7  XX*odw  *4SSod  Xs  uxod  itro  oJ  loood  XXA 
>  ,Jbasd  «©IXal  o  0<;a8e*i  «ti^4Jooa  lo.  ‘loiaoil  ©di^  -lol  fdail  bnl  ' 

.otaqd  bstesisb  st^sm  has  if»yo  eX  saa  ©dx  a©aa  boA 

.flodt  adoO  flX  gflXa  li’^dT  ,adx/0  oX  a^od  uao  has ^  XX '©W 

»  * 

olanlol!  iwJ! 

,  ••  > 

.rodt  Adi/  j  cX  y»oXa  Xi‘t©dt  »fl©d4‘  sduO  ai  XX ‘^©dT 

**.a©dt  AdoO  nX  a^X®  iX’yadl  .bAAd  a’^oanxJ  a  cdoU  bcAX  -ijoy  b©?Aa 
^caofl'loi/  lodXoA  w 

< 

boA  neblfl  ©d^  lo' aXawoDOA  legAgavoo  ©di*  aoXhaei  XXXidX  aid  a  Sop  I 

A  MBAodd  xeweCl  ©atroAO  .XX©a©aooH  ^tboT  xd  b©X  .iIXfi  aaiil.  auS  qu  ©»*iAdo  liedi^ 

.Ai-LB»M  bortt/tgao  ©d  a«da  tdalfl  i©fo  o-ied  XAooXtAO 

'  i 

(BAoXoM  8©‘3  ^©aoXXod  jhcA^  boAXdXilH  fe  toabx/Xa  a  *»tXd©  (dl^i  lo  iachi/©' ©d^  ol 
-aoo  bjsuO  IsaolSsf^  silS  bsdots^  bas  ^aaocnstls  ';ac  ,©85o<l  qaiaO  oi  Sac  Xoaw  I  ,AaoI 
loX  tXdXi*xoX  a«©%  ^X  t*abXoo»'*  ,©jfl  oS  htss  §r  tsaa&«Xo  lo  ©iiO  .IXl-rb  aeXaAq 
•^op  SsdS  dt t9  **Ta©oAXq  oS  Xoda^Ad  bna  tati  r  *.  ^  aetnj  gaaox ‘-4300*1  ta  ooXi  (©aodt 

.8fteff.^«od  eooXioa  a  ©d  Xf^Xo!  laa  itaiix  oX  ao^ad  I  .oolX 

*  I 

^  Tdfl  XaX^offioM  aO  ^^naenoX)  30  Ta©  baiAloab  had  )crrXaifoo  100  3f»tmu;a  i^ao  ©d^  j 

X^aq  ©AaX  naitXoa  lo  xnAgoco  a  badoXa©  boa  ©©oXoK  saU  owoXowob  lo  ©XaeiXi  odx  00 

."XoXbrot  a  a^ow  I  goXdsXw  gXod  Xca  blooa  I  .©barsag  sXd  odX  oX 

boa  i^doAat  TTO  ,dofr©*xt  ‘io©a©loif  dXia  badlaX  i  3A  o^oXXco  oX  jfoad  ^oo©  I  ' 

©isdl"  .b©XXg©*5  ©H  .tPrea  ©«dJ  nX  snJXas  bluos  I  Xd^odX  I  aiXd  bioX  I  ,^Xft»Oiioo 
riaX^ad  *10  XX©«  »A  Xai»t  'jns  rioTaai  ,t3i.lX*3  a  y'J'rso  oao  od»  oata  3000^  xoaco  aia 

•  doC  XaXaeqt  to©  t:o1  bi>fliirTX  oaad  tea  avad  ^dX  ©luxx  ©otai  ©o?  Xa  ©XXdW  .oo^  oadX 
•ofltR  .©*ioXii/dIi2|A  to  ladoaaX  baa  xnahoeiaiaagi  •  Xoodoa  a  aa  bsaiirrt  assd  srsd  XiOl  i 

Zv7  boo©  es  of  ,tld5d<vig  *XjX©  uox  Xoatta  oX  ©oa  ©1  Xoa  ©oXrraa  4vi)  «,iat  ©dX 

”.A0\(  aiXao  .’t'TAQd  Xlaib  at’ox  XXXiij  aiio©  iA©ai»^g  ti/ox  oX  ^atdXatSAi  ^d  x^?4jLob  ujox 

1 

at  jfiXwaab  aid  ©dX  to  ©ciXX  ©dX  ^Xit/I  .©aXTba  ©td  ©AaX  oX  bobXoab  I 

o?  x-iu/oXxfla  ^odXai  ©legaqavan  t*dx  badoxa©  ©aalXoo  11/0  bo  ©xod  ©dx  lia  .not  ,  J 

.nadaua  d^ta  s  w^’zb  I  ,qu  easo  lodoiia  ©%ao  doaa  aad©  ©a©  S 

•<^^1 
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My  brothers,  Wesley,  went  overseas  with  the  Rainbow  Division.  Brother  Ziba 
enlisted  late  in  the  fall  of  U?.  Father  and  mother  spent  many  anxious  hours 
waiting  for  letters,  postmarked,  ’’Somewhere  in  Prance”.  They  knew  that  at  any 
moment  they  might  receive  a  communication  from  the  war  department  informing  them 
of  the  death  of  one  or  both  the  boys. 

During  the  winter  of  1918-=19  the  folks  did  not  receive  a  letter^from  Ziba 
for  several  weeks.  They  thought  that  something  must  be  wrong  with  him.  One  day 
they  received  a  letter  which  bore  the  name  of  an  army . chaplain .  Mother  began  to  - 
cry,  as  she  thought  it  must  be  a  death  message.  To  the  relief  of  all  the  folks 
at  home,  the  letter  stated  that  Ziba  was  in  the  hospital  and  had  been  very  sick 
with  pneumonia,  but  he  was  recovering  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  The  chaplain 
'thought  he  would  be  able  to  return  home  after  a  few  more  weeks. 

In  the  sunmer  of  1918  brother  Fred  decided  he  could  no  longer  remain  at 
home.  He  was  only  nineteen  and  father  needed  him  to  take  care  of  the  work  on 
the  farm,  but  he  enlisted,  hoping  to  get  overseas.  Instead  he  was  sent  to 
California  until  the  war  was  over. 

In  July,  1918,  I  was  called  to  report  to  my  draft  board,  prepared  to  enter 
military  service  on  the  twenty-^fourth  day  of  the  month.  This  was  just  eight 
weeks  after  my  wedding  date, 

I  entered  service  at  Storm  Lake,  Iowa,  and  was  taken  by  train  directly  to 
Camp  Gordon,  Georgia,  Here  I  became  a  member  of  Company  C,  Fourth  Replacement 
Regiment.  As  our  train  pulled  out  of  Storm  Lake,  on  that  hot 'July  morning,  the 
boy  in  the  same  seat  with  me,  leaned  so  far  out  of  the  open  window,  I.  thought  he 
might  fall  clear  out  of  the  car.  He  shouted,  ”If  we  don®t  bring  home  the  bacon, 

there  won®t  be  any  Rhine  left.” 

About  a  month  after  we  got  to  camp  a  large  number  of  boys  were  taken  from 
our  regiment  and  sent  overseas.  Just  before  they  left  I  talked  with  the  boy  who 
shared  the  seat  with  me  as  we  left  Storm  Lake.  He  told  me  he  was  going  overseas. 

In  November  of  that  year  I  happened  to  get  a  copy  of  the  Storm  Lake  newspaper.  In 
that  paper  I  read  the  announcement  of  the  death  of  my  buddy.  He  got  to  the  front 
lines  in  time  to  be  killed  in  action.  His  is  one  of  the  names  placed  on  the  statue 
in  the  Storm  Lake  park  in  memory  of  the  boys  from  that  vicinity  who  never  came  back. 

Of  father®s  five  sons,  four  were  in  the  army  during  World  War  I,  All  of  us 
came  back  None  of  us  were  wounded  in  action,  but  Ziba,  after  taking  part  in  en- 
gagements'on  the  Marne,  St.  Mehiei  and  Belleau-Wood,  contracted  pneumonia.  At  that 
time  many  wounded  men  were  being  carried  back  from  the  front.  Wounded  men  went  a^ 

head  of  sick  men.  Ziba®s  weight  was  usually  about  one  htmdred  and  sixty-^five  pounds. 

Before  he  left  the  hospital  he  weighed  one  hundred  and  ten  pounds.  He  was  dis¬ 
charged  the  next  sunnier  with  no  physical  disability.  Today  we  feel,  that  had 
system  not  been  weakened  by  army  hardships,  he  might  not  have  died  three  years  later. 

In  World  War  II,  my  own  son  was  called  to  the  colors,  at  the  age  of  eighteen. 

The  night  he  started  for  camp  I  took  him  to  the  train.  As  I  bid  him  goodbye,  I 
wished  him  good  luck  and  tried  to  smile.  When  the  train  had  gone,  I  went  back  to 
my  house.  It  was  a  bright,  moonlight,  summer  night.  The  other  members  of  the 
household  were  asleep.  I  sat  down  in  the  porch  swing  and  wept  real  tears  for 
several  minutes.  Mother  and  I  were  both  glad  to  hear  of  the  surrender  of  both 
Germany  and  Japan  before  Clyde  was  ordered  overseas.  Although  he  spent  one  year 
in  Europe  after  hostilitiee  ceased,  he  came  back  to  us  safe  and  sound. 
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a<ii5  'i9a&Q*i^  .aotMtrtQ  wodaiaH  esi^  dtlt,  aa&wo  tni^«  .loo^o'id  t** 

Blood  Bvolxno  xa»ai  taoqn  ledioin  60*  Tod^et  .Ti*  to  Uot  al  oi»L  bBintlas 
Xfl0  $sd^  woo^  ^c^dT  ,**ooBfi‘i%  at  •^©d^aaiD^^  iboJfiafssj^Bcxj  'ro't 

t»dt  gatmotal  •fnem^tsqeb  nov  flr>0*t  aoi^aolauastjoo  b  orltD^tit  ^cfwBoa 

•  isvoa  odt  di'od  -10  ono  d^«ob  adt  lo 

BdlS  taint 'iBtt9L  «  ©vle'>ei  ^oa  bib  ejilc^  odt  CX-8X9X  lo  lo^-olw  e^df 
^Mb  000  .mid  dflm  j^<nw  od  taiftn  fBd^  fdjiuod^  yodT  '.a>-f6»  i/ne^aa  ‘lol 

of  O03od  ladXoM  .aiJiXq^do^  ^ysia  00  lo  ©r.<?D  adX  aiocf  doldw  Tetic»^  0  bsTla^et  yerit 
■liXol  e-i^  XXa  to  leilarc  edt  oT  .•aaeBate  diau^b  a  ad  i^um  il  td^vods  aaa  ea 
jfals  aood  bad  bna  laflqBod  odf  nl  aaw  mdtS  tadf  batata  lattai  odt  ^atnc-d  ta 

alMXqado  adT  .'taaaaca  yaotoataitae  n  ai  p.al'xarooa'z  eaa  ed  tud  .aiijotmsaaq  dtiw 
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.wevo  aaa  law  odd  Xldaw  eltnotlXeO 

I6tn©  ot  boT^qrjq  ,6‘r0od  mib  ^  ^oqol  oX  belXeo  aaw  I  ,8X(sX  ^xXxrt  al 
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.atab  solbbaw  '^joi  ne^te  a^^aw 
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tnemoalqofi  dtVLuol  ,0  xoAqaioO  to  iod®eai  a  eoaoed  I  f^iefl  .aij^'icoO  .nob-roO  qciaO 
9df  ,»flXfl‘io«?  xXdV  ^od  ledd  00  ^ediad  anodS  to  ^uo  baLluq  ata*it  luo  n A  ^neciX^eH 
©d  tdj^uodt  I  ,wofct:Xw  aeqo  adt  to  too  lat  oa  baweeX  ,©»  xltiw  ^aea  ofaea  edt  at  vod 
»floo«d  adS  aax>d  ^ciL^d  t*aob  ow  ,tX**  ,batuod&  -a  iji*'  '\at  to  tuo  iXi,t  ^dainj 

^,ttaS  eaxdS  bd  t'noa  snedd 


ftr-it  aaiiat  tnaa  a\od  to  ©si©x:  0  qmao  ol  /oa  ew  10/te  d/ocrr  a./wcdA 
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/doit  ed/  0/  /oa  oH  ,x^bi/d  xf»  d/aeb  ed/  t©  ./uofir?  G^ouna  i»d/  b/ e-i  X  ©qaq  /ad/ 
©0/a/H  ed/  00  beoaiq  ©oa^  ©d/  to  ©00  eX  aXH  coliya  al  bt^XXld  ed  0/  eroi/  01  recix 
.stood  ecBao  *i©?ea  odw  /ad/  ooott  ®d/  'o  m  ai  exad  cnoT'd  ed/  al 


ai;  to  XXA  .1  lai^  blTo*  gntnv*-.  xmtsr  odt  al  tnaw  ijuot  .  erit  a-zodtat  tO 

«0e  at  tzaq  gpl^iat  le/ta  ,adl£  tud  ,col/oa  al  bebajow  ei&w  ©a  to  eaoii  .Xoad  amao 

tadt  /A  ,0l0OBt;e0q  be/oa7/Goo  *  boo f-oa© lied  b0e  i^UaU  ./8  ,©n';/ia  ed/  no  *8/aaajSj©s 
-a  taaw  new  bobnuo*  ./ao^t  od/  oicij  sioad  beXrieo  a<*X®d  anaw  08*11  l>vbu'.-cw  X3«4>  eait/ 

.abaooq  ewit^X^*ie  &aa  be^bdi/d  euo  /uoda  xXXauad  saw  /d^j  -;,*  a‘adi:f  ,00®  jicie  to  baed 

-tlb  asw  ©H  .abauoq  aaf  bna  bazbaud  aao  bada^ew  od  Jattqaod  adf  /tal  ©d  crtoleS 
•Id  bad  tadt  ,Ieot  ow  x^t>o^  iaoiwxdq  oa  d  txw.  aautwa  txoa  adi  aagtado 

.zetal  iiaex  ooid/  beib  owed  /ao  /daiai  ©a  .Bqtdsbxed  td  beaotat^w  aeed  /on  ose/axa 


.ae©/d8l©  to  ega  ed/  /a  .enoXpo  ed/  o/  b©XXao  aaw  non  uwo  ,II  laW  bitof  nl 
♦  bXd  1  vA  .atr-,/  ed/  c-/  ciXd  itro^  I  qrar,  lot  be/na/t  ad  /xb^in  odT 

0/  1*000  /new  J  «e0<^  t^d  alazt  odi  aedi  .oliin©  01  btM^j/  bna  iswl  boo^i  s/d  oattzla 

ed/  to  led/o  eat  ,/dslt  /©..inoB  *Jd?itrtc.3<j  .  Jdaiia  a  »ma  tl  .atjod  xm 

lot  n’Ui^s  10  I  /qew  hn*  uq  ©dJ  ni  nwob  /#•  1  .q^uUa  ©new  bXodeaood 

d*od  to  T->h0ot'T«8  oa/  to  Tofrd  0/  ba/r>  d/oo  »0©w  I  baa  ted/oM  .aotdaXa  Xeae/oa 

leev  ©ao  teaqa  ad  dguo  \tlA  .aaaazavo  /©ret  to  ebxt  -^  ©icted  naqal  baa  xoMsnaO 

,bfwoa  baa  etaa  uu  0/  itoad  ©cae©  ©a  .  b^ae©.  we/JiXx/Aod  la/ta  aqoru^  n  t 
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Todays  I  no  longer  wish  to  play  soldier «  I  have  come  to  feel  as  General 
Shermans  when  he  said,  in  substances  *®Talk  about  the  glory  of  war.  There  is  no 
gloryo  War  is  Hell.^  In  these  days  of  hydrogen  bombs  and  guided  missiles,  and 
all  the  other  great  forces  of  mass  destruction,  I  believe  we,  as  nations,  must 
live  without  war,  or  face  destruction,  such  as  has  never  been  seen  before  on 
eartho 
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GOING  SHOPPING 


On  a  bright;)  cold  December  morning  father  hitched  the  team  of  horses  to  the 
bob  sled  and  dro¥e  them  np  in  front  of  the  farm  house  „  He  tied  one  horse  to  the 
fence  post  and  cam©  into  the  house  to  get  his  heavy,  hairy,  horsehide  overcoat. 

Before  he  hitched  up  the  team  he  had  put  a  big  forkful  of  hay  into  .the  wagon  box 
on  the  bob  sled. 

After  he  and  I  had  both  got  real  warm  beside  the  wood  burning  heating  stove 
we  pulled  the  eartabs  of  our  caps  down  around  our  ears  and  buttoned  our  coats  up 
tight.  W©  fastened  our  overshoes pulled  mittens  over  our  hands.  We  then  took  two 
or  three  heavy  bed  comforters  in  our  hands  and  climbed  into  the  bob  sled.  Father 
sat  on  the  spring  seat  and  drove  the  horses.  I  sat  on  the  hay  in  the  bottom  of  the 
sled  box  and  wrapped  the  heavy  comforters  around  me.  We  started  on  our  shopping 
trip  to  Oskaloosa,  thirteen  miles  away. 

We  had  had  one  or  two  good  snowfalls  during  the  past  week.  In  those  days  no 
attempt  was  made  to  remove  snow  from  the  roads  unless  drifts  piled  too  high.  Then 
the  drifts  were  shoveled  out  by  men  with  scoopshovels.  On  the  day  I  mention,  the 
snow  was  packed  down  just  right  to  make  gpod  sledding  all  the  way  to  Oskaloosa  and. 
even  on  the  paved  streets  of  the  city. 

Although  the  sun  shown  brightly  there  was  a  fairly  brisk  wind  from  the  north¬ 
west.  The  temperature  did  not  get  high  enough  that  day  to  melt  any  snow.  After  I 
had  ridden  about  six  or  eight  miles  I  began  to  get  cold.  I  jumped  out  of  the  sled 

and  as  I  hung  on  to  the  sled  box  with  one  hand  father  started  the  team  on  a  slow 

trot.  I  ran  fast  enough  to  keep  up  with  the  sled.  Soon  my  heart  was  beating  rather 
fast.  The  warm  blood  flowed  rapidly  into  my  cold  fingers  and  toes,  making  me  feel 
warm  all  over.  After  running  about  one  fourth  mile  I  was  ready  to  jump  back  into 
the  sled  and  snuggle  under  the  comforters. 

When  we  reached  town  we  took  our  team  to  the  feed  barn,  some  two  blocks  west 
and  one  or  two  blocks  north  of  the  site  of  the  present  Christian  church.  After  un¬ 
hitching  the  horses,  giving  them  water,  and  tying  them  in  the  shed,  we  walked  to 
the  Howard  Brothers'*  Grocery  store  on  the  south  side  of  the  square.  By  this  time 

I  was  thoroughly  chilled.  I  was  glad  to  sit  beside  the  big,  coal  burning  stove  in 

the  rear  of  the  store  until  I  was  completely  warmed  up. 

At  twelve  noon  we  walked  to  the  heme  of  Mister  Bowafit^l^ where  he  was  serving 
heme  cooked  meals.  We  sat  at  a  large  table  in  the  big  dining  room.  The  food 
consisted  of  meat,  potatoes,  gravy,  one  or  two  vegetables,  bread  and  butter.  For 
drink  we  could  have  milk  or  coffee,  W©  could  eat  as  much  as  we  wanted.  When  a 
dish  was  empty  it  was  quickly  refilled.  Dessert  usually  was  pie  or  cake.  As  we 
arose  from  the  table  father  paid  for  the  two  dinners  with  a  fifty  cent  piece. 

After  dinner  we  went  to  the  shoe  store  where  I  was  fitted  with  a  pair  of  felt 
boots  with  heavy  overshoes.  I  had  been  having  trouble  with  cold  feet  when  wearing 
leather  shoes  and  overshoes.  My  felt  boots  kept  my  feet  warm  the  rest  of  the  winter. 

Out  on  the  street  father  often  stopped- to  visit  with  someone  he  knew  from  other 
parts  of  the  country.  The  shopping  and  visiting  caused  the  short  winter  afternoon 
to  pass  quickly.  By  five  o'* clock  we  were  ready  to  go  to  the  feed  bam  and  get  our 
team  and  sled.  We  drove  the  team  to  the  hitch  racks  on  the  south  side  of  the  square. 
Father  went  into  Howard'*©  grocery  and  bought  a  100  pound  sack  of  sugar,  four  49  pound 
sacks  of  flour*  He  also  bought  a  few  spices,  a  few  pounds  of  dried  peaches,  a  box 
of  soda,  and  one  of  baking  powder.  To  show  his  appreciation  of  our  trade  and  prompt 
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©ilJ  ot  otHjiod  yo  £1180^  Bdt  fcoHD^td  S^cinoin  'r^<laK»08<l  fcXod  ft  aO 

«d;^  o^  ^viod  oac  bolt  eH  «fta£/od  urutl  0d;  to  tacry  of  qu  imdt  ^ycnb  bits  baXa  dod 
,  .^«oo‘X9TO  •tldtrxod  ^x^liui  ,xYsed  cJtd  ^03  ot  ^&ood  edt  o^nl  00100. briA  7aoq  eoast 

zod  0O33W  6ilt.  otai  to  Xutsliot  gXd  3  ti/q  bsd  od  oiaet  qu  todotirt  od  o^otoS 

.jboXe  dcd 'Bd,s  ao 

I  •  ■  .  ' ... 

OToti  ^tteBd  soJtoTJjd  boow  odt  eblasd  anjiw  Ijsei  d'^od  bsd  I  bflo  .exl  noJlA 
qw  ataoo  niro  bonottud  baa  %i3o  n/o  bavoi's  awob  aqao  lyo  to  tda^^ao  ori^  bdXXi/q  ©w 
o«^  dcot  aodf  ei  .abaad  7£/o  iBto  aaottltn  buXUiq  ,«©od«novo  *{iro  baas^&at  'at 
loridat  ,b©X8  dod  odT  otfli  badcciXo  baa  abaad  rtvo  aJ:  tt-re^^otcDOO  bad  x^'^aad  ©a'ld^  10 
odd  to  oiottod  ©d^  aX  \Md  edf  ao  daa  I  .aaaiod  od^  evo'ib  boa  Xao©  gciiq©  edt  ao  tab 
I  salqqode  tuo  ao  botnado  ©V  .©cn  boiyoi©  nst^otoioo  9dt  bhqqarxw  baa  zod  bala 

I  ,  \:£w&  tailm  aee&iJtdt  ,3«ooX3^«0  oX  ql*J^ 

'  oa  ax©^  Btodt  al  .dBem  tnaq  Bdt  ^at^iub  ©IXatwona  boo^  pwt  to  ©ao  bad  bad  off 

oadT  .d3.td  ooX  b«X/q  ©ttlib  oaeXai;  abaoi  ©dt  mott  woaa  evooioi  oX  ©baoi  eav  tq.Datta 
©dt  .aotXaoffi  I  ©dX  aO  . aXoYodaqooo a  dtia  oeos  ^d  tuo  b©X8?oda  ©lew.  adtlib  add* 
baa  aaooXadsO  ot  ^axbboXa  boC3  ©3(00  ot  Xd^Xl  teat  ovob.beiioaq  aan  voaa 

Viio  ©dx  to  ateeita  bevoq  ©dx  no  n©f© 

-dXiofl  odt  cx>it  baXw  dalid  xlTlay  a  aaw  aaedf  x-^XdgXid  nwod©  aoa  ©dt  dj^uodtlJi 
1  iffXtA  .wofiB  xos  tXocB  of  vffb  XadX  d^x/on©  d^td  X©3  foa  bib  eiaXoieqcneX  ©dT  .Xae© 
beXa  odf  to  Xao  toqoixt  I  .bXoo  X©3  oX  aa^ed  1  ©eXtcn  703^©  10  xXa  Xaoda  irebbli  bad 

woia  a  no  meat  ©dx  botiate  ledxat  baad  ©ac  dXfw  aod  beX©  edx  ct  no  sfiud  1  ea  baa 

lodXai  3iXt«Bd  ea«  ticaed  x®  flooS  .beXo  ©dX  dXXw  qa  qecoi  of  d^ooc©  Xaat  aai  I  .  .XoiX 
Xeot  ©n  ^aXSkfiea  «BaoX  baa  Bi©3aXt  bXoo  yp  oXnX  yXbXqai  bowoit  boold  ana«  ©d?  .Xsat 
oXnX  doad  qfcat  ybaoi  eat  I  ©IXa  dXix/ot  ©ao  Xaoda  saXoatn  laXti  .levo  iXa  artav 

^aieXnrotdico  edX  lobaa  ©X^^uae  baa  b©X§  ©dX 

Xaat  edooXd  otX  eoooa  ,-aiad  beat  ©dX  oX  maeX  lao  ^ox  avr  atoX  bedoMi  ev  aedW 
-oa  isXtx.  .doiado  calXaiidO  Xctofceiq  ©dX  to  ©xXa  sdX  to  dXioa  adooXd  otX  10  ©no  baa 
oX  beiXaw  ©a  ,b©d7  ©dx  aX  madX  snl^t  baa  ,i©Xa«  J3©dx  soXtXs  taeaiod  ©dX  gaXdoXXd 
©oXx  BidX  vfl  .©laape  or.X  to  ©bXe  dXfioa  ©dX  ao  ©loXe  v^oooiO  'eroiiXoiS  biawoH  edX 

al  arotn  ^altnud  Xaoo  ,3X0  tulX  ©bXeed  XXa  oX  baia  a/3w  Z  .beXXXdo  xld^uorodf  sat  I 

.qo  boorrat  X'^otoXqmoo  aat  I  XXXoa  atoXa  ©dX  to  laai  ©dX 

gaXTrrea  ©aw  ©d  ©ledt^^^^^iJbtod  leX&XU  to  ocx>d  ad f  of  boMsa  at  looa  etXetx  XA 

boot  ©d?  .(oooi  snXaXb  3rd  ©dX  aX  eXdaX  ©313!  a:  jua  ©W  .aXaeoi  baifooo  omod 

lot  ,*»XXi/d  boa  ba©id  «8©fdaxe3©t  otX  10  ©ao  .asoXaXoq  «Xxs6a3  to  beXeXaaoo 

I  a  o^i'iV  ^beXnat  ew  aa  doacu  ta  Xaa  btaoo  ©V  .aettoo  10  dlxm  ©vad  bXaoo  et  daxib 

I  ©t  ©A  »odjao  10  ©Xq  eat  yilai/ou  Xieeaed  «b«XXXt©rr  ^fd^xap  ©at  XZ  yxqcna  ost  daXb 

.©daZq  Xa©o  yXtXt  a  dxia  ©iftcflXb  OtX  ©dX  lot  bxac  ifdXat  e.IdaX  ©dX  nioit  ©aoia 

Xl©t  to  iXaq  a  dXXw  baXXit  I  »i©da  ©ToXa  ©ode  edX  oX  Xaet  ©w  laoxxXb  i©XtA 
^oliBi^n  aadw  Xoet  bloo  dXZt  ©.'daoix  3airad  oeed  bad  I  .aeodaneto  yxaed  dXit  eXood 
.leXalt  odX  to  Xaai  edX  ana©  X©©t  xqei  aXood  xXat  yU  .^©odttieTo  baa  aooda  ladXaeX 

lodXo  (ODit  teinf  vd  ©ao^frotit  df Iw  XXeXT  oX  baqqcXa  aeXto  lodxat  X©©iXa  ©dX  to  Xi/0 
aoofliaXta  laxaxt  Itcdo  ©dX  beet/ao  ^atftatv  baa  ^r.xqqode  ©dt  .yiXoaoo  ©dX  to  tliat 
•LUO  X©3  ^cfc  anaa  hoot  ©riX  oX  03  oX  yhaai  ©!©■  ow  ^iaolo'^o  ©rxt  .yZulup  aeaq  oX 
.B'iHupa  ©riX  to  abitj  draoa  odX  ao  Bifoai  do  fid  edx  naoX  adt  ©yoib  ©W  .bale  boa  caoaX 
t'AUfjq  Tiiot  ,1331.,^  Jloaa  bat>cq  OOi  a  Xd^aco  hi©  yiaooi^  e'biatrH  oXfff  Xae©  ledxat 
rod  a  ,  c  Joaoq  heXib  to  abaiioq  «©1  a  ^aeoXqa  t  ^t  a  XxtVi^’od  oeXa  ©H  ^laolt  to  adoa© 
Xqotoiq  baa  abaiX  tuo  to  floxXaioonqqa  ejd  ©cda  ot  .i©baoq  saXiiad  to  ©oo  taa  s©bcc  to 


cash  payment  the  grocer  put  up  a  two  pound  sack  of  hard  store  candy.  This  was  a  spec- 
ial  treat  for  the  raetnbers  of  the  family  who  were  at  home. 

After  the  gas  lights  were  lighted  on  the  streets,  on  that  cold 
to  drive  home.  The  trip  took  us  two  and  one  half  hours  to  complete.  We  reached  home 
about  eight  P.  M.  We  had  spent  nearly  twelve  hours  on  our  shopping  trip.  Mother 
and  the  younger  children  had  the  chores  all  done  before  we  reached  home,  soon 
as  we  could  unhitch  and  care  for  our  horses  we  sat  down  to  the  warm  supper  which 
mother  had  waiting  for  us.  The  comfortable  feeling  of  a  well  filled  stomach  and  a 
warn  stove  soon  made  me  drowsy.  I  was  glad  to  go  to  bed  early  and  enjoy  a  refresh¬ 
ing  sleep. 
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M  Bmm  tWT  ,x^ajio  cio^  trsAti  To  x.oj»3  Qtwoq  ow^  a  qij  tuq  -^ooois  edt  tflerox^q 

.en»/l  oxiw  ^izoujl  eat  To  aiecfLiaflj  edt  lol:  te»Tt  fst 

Myu  mp  Moo  tadt  BO  ,«»o#i»8  tdt  oc  botilstl  not  etd^il  aeg  »dr  lam 

at  aiuod  ilaB  6ac  l«a«  cat  »«  Xoot  qiit  *dT  .^4  oTjUb  o» 
7.xlto«  .qtat  j^nlqqodi  too  no  n-utod  vvlowt  xiiaon  tceq*  bad  e»  ,K  .5  l;i*te  iooda 

fcodoasi  ew  eiotod  enot  Xli  t»7odo  orit  bad  aoiiUito  ws-twot  orft  baa 
d-lriir  neqqun  raaa  *dt  ot  naob  tan  a*  aaniojl  ua  tclt  oiao  baa  Mtdav  bS.uoo  aw  aa 
6»Xiil  IXsw  a  saXXaot  aXdatiolma  odT  .au  •tat'  gatttaw  bed  -ledtoai 
-deartad  a  xolaa  baa  TtXiee  bad  at  09  ot  baXk  .-sa*  I  -cawoib  am  sbaio  aoca  arota  ana* 

,qe«Ia  ani 


SCHOOL  DAYS 


In  the  year  1893  I  attended  my  first  term  of  school «  The  Jefferson  school- 
house  was  one  fourth  mile  west  and  three  quarters  of  a  mile  south  of  our  house. 

Unless  we  walked  across  a  neighbor'’s  fields,  aa  we  often  didj>  we  walked  one  mile 
to  school  in  the  morning  and  walked j,  or  rang  one  mile  home  in  the  evening. 

On  extremely  cold  ffiornlngs  the  folks  had  me  put  on  so  much  clothing  that  I 
often  broke  out  In  heavy  perspirationo  I  sometimes  caught  severe  colds  because 
of  ito  There  were  times  when  my  fingers  and  toes  got  so  cold  I  was  glad  to  stop 
at  the  house  of  Mr.  Ross  or  Mr,  Pickerell  and  get  warm  before  going  on  to  school. 

At  times  the  snow  was  soft  and  deep.  This  made  walking  very  tiresome.  Other  times 
the  snow  was  piled  Into  huge  drifts,  A  heavy  crust  on  top  made  i§  fun,  and  easy 
walking,  to  go  over  the  top  of  the  drifts.  But  there  were  many  days,  in  the  spring 
and  fall,  when  the  weather  was  nearly  perfect.  On  such  days  I  enjoyed  my  walks  to 
school  very  much,  I  watched  many  different  kinds  of  birds.  I  enjoyed  listening  to 
their  songs ,  In  late  May  there  were  beautiful  wild  roses  along  the  roadside.  In 
October  the  trees  showed  a  riot  of  changing  colors. 

Most  of  the  school  houses  of  that  time  were  built  on  the  same  order.  The  long 
way  of  the  building  was  north  and  south.  There  were  three  windows  on  the  east  and 
three  on  the  west.  At  Jefferson  the  north  end  of  the  building  was  toward  the  road, 
but  the  front  door  was  on  the  back  side,  or  on  the  south. 

There  was  a  dark^  slate  blackboard  on  the  south  side  and  another  on  the  north 
side.  The  woodwork  was  painted  a  dark  brown.  There  was  no  provision  for  artificial 
light.  On  cloudy,  winter  days  it  was  often  very  difficult  to  study  because  of  the 

poor  light , 

When  I  started  to  school  the  room  was  filled  with  seats  and  desks,  designed 
for  pupils  who  were  almost  grown  up,  A  little  youngster  must  sit  all  day  with  his 
feet  suspended  several  Inches  above  the  floor,  Bach  desk  held  an  Ink  well*  supplied 
with  a  metal  cover.  The  ink  well,  kept  filled  for  penmanship  classes,  offered  a 
great  temptation  to  a  mischievous  boy.  If  the  pigtails  of  the  girl,  sitting  in 
front  of  him,  fell  on  his  desk,  he  might  find  it  convenient  to  dip  the  said  pig¬ 
tails  into  the  ink  well. 

The  house  was  heated  with  a  large,  coal  burning  stove.  When  I  arrived  at 
school,  on  a  very  cold  morning,  I  might  find  the  only  place  in  the  room  that  was 
warm  enough  for  caufort  was  near  the  stove,  I  have  often  received  permission  to 
sit  near  the  hot  stove  for  the  first  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  after  school 
opened.  By  that  time  I  was  warm  enou^  to  return  to  my  regular  desk, 

Maude  McOlure  was  my  first  teacher.  Compared  with  present  day  standards, 
teachers  of  that  day  were  very  poorly  trained.  If  a  young  lady,  or  man,  had  com¬ 
pleted  the  eighth  grade,  and  had  taken  one  or  two  weeks  instruction  at  the  county 
institute,  conducted  each  simmer  by  the  county  superintendent  of  schools,  she  or 
he,  could  write  an  examination.  If  the  written  test  was  passed  successfully,  the 
writer  was  granted  a  teacher“s  certificate  and  declared  qualified  to  teach. 

If  a  teacher  were  fairly  good  in  discipline,  and  could  solve  every  problem 
in  Whitens  aritlunetic ,  she  was  usually  accepted  in  that  school  as  a  good  teacher. 

Very  few  married  wcmen  taught  school.  When  they  got  married  they  were  supposed 
to  stay  heme  and  raise  a  family.  Only  a  few  young  men  became  teachers.  One  grand¬ 
mother  told  me  she  thought  a  young  man  must  be  pretty  lazy  if  he  would  teach  school. 
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-Xoorf©5  ao«T«rt6i  Bdt  .iooxto*  an&f  tsu^t  xat  bebaeita  I  G<?8t  i«d^  iil 
.••tfoil  ^o  riXooa  oXia  s  to  aio^TAt/p  aaid?  tci#  it^^w  oXlai  d^iwpt  eno  naff  ©aaori 
elk'll  eao  bo^lB'^  ©«  ,fci^  uo^to  ©a  aii  e'lodofiteja  «  aac'io©  !>©iXaif  •«  tsoXaU 

.aaiaoro  ©dr  ai  emoxl  eXim  ©ao  ,tLbr  "f'-  .^o^Ojw  be©  SjXaipff  aX  loodoa  ot 

}  tauff  ^tdtolo  shimt  oa  ao  O'uq  em  bAd  aaiiot  edi  a.'^^XnTOtt  bXco  x\(B(ab^tx9  aO 
f^ButoBd  Bbico  BH&TB9  tdf^uoo  BitmlSmK>B  I  .floXXai;qa*x©q  ^Aeui  'hx  Suo  e:U>i<i  OBtxo 
qo  a  ot  bAla  saw  I  Moo  oa  to^  baa  a’ifts-‘X^  X®  aodw  tomlt  sntpw  ©lodT  .il  ta 

ox  ac  saio?i  ©iot«d  ariBw  fe^  bos  £Itnf:iorH.  .iM  ic  aeofl  .iM  to  ^^jod  ©dX  x© 
aoadX  lorfXO  .wooeoiiX  y^rer  ©baai  aXdT  .qasb  .^oa  a©if  wona’  ©dX  iemix  XA 

^  .©Xtl-ib  ©si^d  cXflX  baXiq  aow  woob  ©dX 
«cX-iqa  ©dx  oX  ,8X©b  xpetn  9799  enodt  tvS  .eXlXib  ©dx  to  qoX  ©dx  lavo  os  ox  uflXdi©» 
ox  a^ew  ^  b©YOtfl9  I  B^ab  doo©  aO  .Xoetieq  ^Xi^ea  a©w  TcedXaaw  ©dX  asdw  ^iui  baa 
ox  gaXcaXaXX  b©v>(,a©  I  .aft^Xd  to  aboXi  XneiottXb  <aacD  badoxa*  I  :dbum  loodoB 
al  .©bXahaoi  ©dx  gaoXa  aaaoi  bXXw  latlXoaod  ©aew  ©*i©rf t  ^aXI  ©XaX  al  .©wica  ^ladX 

.a*xoXoo  s>flt.sflAdo  to  Xoii  a  bewoda  *i©©ix  edX  ledoXoO 

saol  ©dT  .lobao  einaa  odX  ao  xiitid  ©cnXX  Xadt  to  ©©©aod  Xoodoa  ©dX  to  XaoM 

baa  Xe^  ©dX  oc  ©»obaX©  ©aadX  ••!©»  ©i©dT  .axaoa  boa  dX-toa  aa*  ^nijbltud  odX  to  vair 
,tao7  ©dX  fnaioX  ©a*  sflXbXXi/d  ©dX  to  bn©  dxioa  ©dX  aod-iattel  xA  .  ©dJ  ao  ©©idx 

.dXaoa  ©dX  ao  70  «©bX8  doad  odX  ao  aaw  'ioob  Xaoit  ©dX  Xi/d 

dX^on  OdX  ao  ladxoaa  boa  ©bXa  dXaoa  adX  ao  b^jocd^sld  ©XaXe  ,daab  a  aar  ©7adT 

flolelro-iq  oa  aaw  ©ladT  .aaoid  ai^ab  a  baXaXaq  ea©  xhowboow  ©dT  .©bXa 
•dX  to  ©eaaoed  oX  XXi;oittXb  v^ar  neXto  aa©  Xi  bx«i>  'xeXnXw  .ybi/oio  nO  Xd^Xi 

. XdsXX  looq 

^^Xaob  .EjfQob  baa  ©Ma©  dXX©  beXXXt  aa©  oooi  ©dx  Xocxdoa  oX  baXraXa  I  aoriW 

loXasoi/oT  ©XXXXX  A  .q^  u©c7s  XaofliXa  ©1©©  od©  ©Xxquq  *iot 
baXXqq^  ./lew  3(0!  aa  bled  da©b  doai  .tooit  tdX  ©?odc  tadoaX  Xaiarott  bsbaeqa//©  Xaat 
^  qXdeaaciaoq  lot  boXXXt  tqod  .Xfe©  jini  edt  leroo  Xaxooi  a  dtx© 

nX  aaXXX^©  iX'iXa  edX  to  aXXaxgXq  ©dX  tl  ,ycd  ©i/otetdoaXin  a  oX  aotr&fqaox  Xa«ia 
-SXq  bXa©  OdX  qXb  cx  XaeXaoraoo  XX  baXt  XdgXm  ©d  .ataafa  ©xd  ao  IXet  ,mid  to  Xao^t 

./lew  Hal  9d3  oXaX  aliaX 

»«  I  owlf  .•roJB  aolinud  lioo  .ajifli  a  ii  n  bateau  as«  sauod  *JT 

ae, aoot  ajit  at  eoeXq  xlao  ant  bat\  Jdairo  I  .i,n.«io(a  6Ioo  riat  e  no  .Xoodo. 
at  floXsBlBnoq  tSTisoei  oe«o  arad  I  .atote  adi  laaa  tern  noXaoo  lot  il«aoa»  aruw 
looda*  ^etiA  eetvaUt  yteant  •zo  aaetnt  tsnxt  ant  toX  atou  ton  edt  naan  tte 
.aaab  nelugan  x<b  ot  ana  tan  ot  ijsyons  nn»»  aa*  t  emit  ton:  .baeaqo 

.abiaioate  xab  tnaaanq  att-x  baawiaioO  .naaoaai  Jeifi  ^  aaa  aniilDoU  abyiiM 

.b«nx«j  xnooq  Vie»  anew  yeb  tadt  Xo  an^naaat 
X»^  edt  t a  aot^intutl  aiaax,  oat  no  ano  aadat  b*a  hra  .(.baTj  didgia  edJ  iadeiq 
*"«  .«.Ioori»4  iaabcata:n~.qua  xtouoo  adt  yd  leouua  doaa  betoubaoi  .atottt.at 
ant  . Yilirtaeasona  boaaaq  bb«  tnoi  aattfn  adt  XI  .aoxtaaimaxa  na  attnw  bXuoo  .ad 
.doe^jt  ot  batXlleup  banatoab  baa  ataanttnaa  a'nadoaet  a  betnait,  aaw  natlnw 

umldcrzq  ifi*»a  arioa  blooo  bea  .•otiqXoaXb  ni  oooji  filial  anaa  nadoaat  a  il 
.naaoaat  bopg  a  sa  loodas  SanJ  at  te.fqso-a  ySla-jtu  .am  ada  .atteeidtina  a  *1  ld»  al 

b.-iwx)<it/8  anew  xadt  baniam  dos  xedt  aefll  Xoedi.  toaifat  aaoDm  batnnaa  «ei  rieV 

.  jiiMiaad  ^3*d  mm  souox  a-l  a  x-bO  .xUiaal  a  aalan  baa  aaan  xata  ot 
.ioodaa  dnaat  bzi.a.  ad  Xt  xial  xttanq  ad  taiaa  ax.r  aanox  a  »osuodj  eda  (m  bXot  nedtoa. 
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Evidently 8  she  thought  there  was  no  work  required  to  teach  a  country  school*  which 
enrolled  forty  pupils  in  all  grades  from  first  to  eighth. 

Each  teacher  and  pupil  took  a  cold  lunch  to  school*  to  eat  during  the  noon 
hour.  My  lunch  pail*  usually  a  tin*  syrup  pall*  was  filled  with  bread  and  butter. 
At  times  I  had  a  sandwich*  made  by  enclosing  a  large  piece  of  fresh  pork,  or  pork 
sausage*  between  two  bigs  slices  of  home  made  bread.  Occasionally  I  had  an  apple 
or  canned  fruit.  Mother  always  warned  us  not  to  throw  away  any  uneaten  lunch, 
’^firing  it  home  for  chicken  feed.” 

I  was  always  nearly  starifed  when  I  reached  home  at  the  end  of  the  day.  If 
mother  had  Just  taken  a  batch  of  home  made  bread  from  the  oven*  and  the  kitchen 
was  filled  with  that  delightful  aroma,  which  fresh  bread  can  produce,  I  was  over¬ 
joyed  to  receive  the  heel  of  a  loaf*  covered  with  good*  old  country  sorghum. 

We  did  not  have  a  well  at  our  school.  Soon  after  school  began  each  morning 
seme  pupil  would  ask*  ^Teacher*  may  me  and  Charlie  go  after  a  bucket  of  waterT” 

If  ”Me  and  Charlie”  had  done  our  work  satisfactorily  the  day  before,  we  were 
allowed  to  walk  to  the  home  of  Mr,  Springer  and  pump  a  bucket  of  water.  We  would 
carry  it  on  a  stick*  held  between  us*  back  to  the  school  house.  The  distance  to 
the  well  was  one  fourth  mile. 

Sometimes  a  pupil  would  ask  permission  to  pass  the  water.  If  permission  was 
granted*  the  pupil  placed  a  long  handled  dipper  into  the  bucket  and  stsurted  down 
the  aisles,  offering  a  drink  to  each  ^upil  in  turn.  If  a  pupil  was  not  very 
thirsty*  and  did  not  drink  all  the  water  in  the  dipper,  he  poured  it  back  into 
the  bucket.  One  bucket  of  water  was  usually  nmde  to  last  all  day  for  from  ten  to 
thirty  pupils.  Very  few  people  seemed  to  be  afraid  of  germs.  At  times  an  entire 
school  was  closed  because  of  whooping  cough*  measles  or  other  disease. 

When  I  started  to  school,  paper  tablets  were  expensive.  Very  few  tablets 
were  used  in  the  school.  Each  pupil  must  have  a  slate  and  slate  pencil,  A  single 
slate  often  cost  the  price  of  one  doiBen  eggs.  Fortunate  was  the  kid  who  owned  a 
double  slate.  The  double  slate  was  two  single  slates,  fastened  together  in  such 
a  way  that  the  two  parts  could  be  turned  like  the  pa^es  of  a  book. 

Arithmetic  problems  and  language,  or  spelling  lessons  were  written  on  the 
slate.  After  the  work  was  ch&isksd  by  the  teacher,  it  could  be  erased.  Most  pupils 
kept  sponges*  or  rags  in  their  desks.  When  dipped  into  the  conmon  wash  pan,  the 
wet  rag*  or  sponge  was  used  to  wash  the  slate.  If  there  was  no  water  in  the  house, 
the  slate  was  cleaned  by  spitting  on  it. 

In  the  eighteen  ^neties  rural  teachers  in  our  township  were  drawing  the  big 
salary  of  twenty  dollars  per  month.  Out  of  the  monthly  salary,  the  teacher, 
probably*  paid  eight  dollars  for  board  and  room.  The  teacher  usually  boarded 
with  some  family  in  the  district.  If  this  family  happened  to  have  children  in 
school,  the  children  of  other  families  sometimes  thought  the  teacher  was  Just  a 
little  partial  to  the  children  where  she  boarded. 

This  was  not  always  true.  I  remember*  very  distinctly,  of  one  teacher  who 
was  boarding  at  hone.  She  also  had  a  younger  sister  as  a  pupil*  One  day,  during 
a  recess  period*  some  pupils  became  unruly.  The  teacher  suddenly  appeared  Inside 
the  building  with  a  stout  switch.  She  quickly  whipped  some  of  the  larger  pupils 
with  It,  Her  sister  was  included  with  the  others. 

Sane  teachers  spent  at  least  a  part  of  the  noon  hour  on  the  playground,  taking 
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Aol'iyj  «Ioodo’s  x^taifo:)  b  dosBi  oS  b(»*i£i/p»T  A*jow  oat  a«if  Vieii#  eds  ^xlfambitSL 

ot  t^tJ  ao'Ct  ftdbarx'^  ii«  oJt  aiiqt/q  \Szot  boXXo'xxxa 

aoca  edf  soJtivb  taa  ot  ^Xocjcba  ot  dapjul  bl'yi>  b  ^oot  liquq  b.iB  rfaaZ 

.iBttud  bam  bBtnd  dtlB  bBlXn  bbb  .Xl/sq  ,etS  b  xUBiszv  .XXaq  doaul  luod 

ahcoq  TO  .i^Toq  ntonl  ^  eooXq  esnaX  a  toaos  ^dotwbaBB  b  bed  i  wmit  vA 

©Xqqa  -ia  tail  I  xXXanoXB&^oO  .baaid  sb&o  sood  to  saolXs  ecstid  ow^.  a^ew^ad  .a^iati/aa 
.dofli/X  aadaaoi/  ^na  inyidt  of  foa  mj  bacxaKV  f^xewLe  ledtoti  ,,dXcn>  iMwaa*  to 

'■  ^>:»at  cay..Xdo  Toi  arabd  ti  gfllifl” 

tl  .x^  add  to  bae  edt  te  acDod  fcodoasT  I  fmrfB  Jbetrada  axawXa  aaw  I  - 

aa.io^X^  edf  bUB  ^a&To  add  ojoTt  X)aoTd  Bbots  ecaod  to  dodad  a  aa^ad  dez/t,  bad  laddoto 
-TsFo  aaa  I  .aduborq  oao  board  daart  do  Ida  ,aiiK/Ta  Xutdd^iXab  darid  ddiw  baXXXt  aa« 
,3S/d^T08  x^iflifos  bXo  boos  baTaroo  .taoX  a  to  Xead  add  aviaoai  of  baxot 

SflXinom  doaa  OB^ed  loodon  ladta  aoc8  «Xoodo8  rvo  da  XIow  a  a<rAd  don  bib  at 
"t-jada*  to  daioyd  a  radta  os  ailTadO  baa  ojr  x-*®  tradoaoT**  /^iaa  bXuow  Xlqi/q  actios 
Slav,  av  .aroted  x*b  ad#  xXliodoaia ‘#ae  irow  tifc  aaob  bad  ’'eliTadO  bna  ehT  tl 
fcliroa  aW  .ladaw  to  todoud  a  qaajq  boa  Tasxrlrqa  ,Tk  to  aand  add  od  UIbw  of  bawoXXa 
od  BoaBfBib  edT  asood  Xoodos  add  od  doad  ;^io  aetfwfed  bXed  nJtolda  a  no  #1  x'neo 

*bilaj  dtii/ot  ,oao  aa«  XJaw  add 

eav  coXsalcnaq  tl  .ladav  add  ssaq  od  dolcslcnaq  isa  bXoOw  Xlqi/q  6  saonideflaoB 
.  amob  badTads  bca  fodoyd  edf  ofat  raqqlb  belbaeri  s>aoX  a  baoaXq  Xlqoq  add  ^badaars 
XraT  dofl  ea»  ilqiaj  a  tX  ar:.'#  ai  IXqaff  doaa  od  yiiib  a  sdlr  >tt6  » aalaia  add 
odol  a^Dod  di  baiiroq  ad  ^reqqtb  adir  al  Tadaa  add  XXa  dnlTb  doa  blb  bca  .xdarxdd 
^d  fled  HDTt  TOt  XBb  XXa  daaX  od  abaoi  ladaa  to  dadood  aaO  .dedood  add 

B^tfCLB  OB  saold  dA  wBTas  to  btinta  ad  of  aJqoaq  wat  x^e7  „allquq  \ttidf 

•aaaaalb  laado  to  ,d^oo  aniqood#  to  OBUBcod  basolo  aaw  Xoodos 

siaidad  »at  xraV  avlanaqxa  area  edaidad  Taqaq  «Xoodoo  cd  badrada  I  nadt 
aXsflia  A  .Xlonaq  yieXa  baa  adaXs  a  avad  fe'tm  liquq  d*  e^  .loodot  add  nl  beau  aiea 
a  banao  odw  bi^  o*Jd  saw  adanodTot  .  agfia  nasofc  e«ic  to  aolTq  arid  dfloo  fla/to  a^ala 
docs  nl  Taddasod  beaedaat  .aadaXe  aisflift  oad  saw  ^sdaXs  alduob  edT  *sitaX4  alduob 

.iood  a  to  aa>aq  odd  eiiXI  beniud  od  bXuoo  adraq  oad  add  dadd  xaw  a 

i-  r 

adT  no  caddlTw  aTow  saooaeX  saXIXaqa  to  ,os*^JJ%3raX  baa  stDeXdorq  oldaoddJtiA 
aXlqoq  d«cM  .baeaie  ad  bluoo  di  •nadoaad  add  xd  boai»aidJ  sao  i/iow  edf  radtA  .adaXa 
add  ,aaq  deaw  aoaaoo  odd  odnl  boqqlb  aodl  .a:Jbab  -iadd  al  ss^  t&f^^oqs  dqad 

«aBrod  odd  ai  Tadav  on  oaw  aradd  tl  .adaXs  add  rinaw  oj  boat/  oair  asdoqs  lO  .^at  iair 

di  ao  s^iJdiqa  x<^  ban^oXo  saw  adaXa  add 

Sld  odd  sdXsarb  OTa#  qidonwod  too  at  sTadoaod  Xaror  aaldaal^  aaaddsia  add  a  I 

,Tadoaad  add  ,  to  doO  .ddauoj  T^»q  oiaXXob  to  Ti^Xas 

baMaod  xXiairsx;  lado&^id  od^  u3dot  baa  bTuod  lot  tiaXioh  ddftlo  btaq  .xXdadoTq 
'  fli  BB’ibXhio  awed  cd  bnaBqqtxd  xxtuuiX  *^idd  tl  ,fatitatb  odd  ai  yXlcBot  aoioa  dtlo 
a  JSflt  sas  'zt^doBof  adt  dds«cd^  ^oaifdrHaioa  aalfixna'r  raddo  to  aaTblido  add  .Xoodoa 

.babraod  oda  oiadic  aerblido  add  of  Xaldiaq  ar/dll 

oda  'if'doaad  acTo  tc  .xXdoaidatb  ,TadffiHuaDT  1  .axnd  ayawla  foa  asm  sXuf 

^itub  aaO  ,ilqt/q  a  oa  rode  to  lesuwcx  a  bad  oaXa  ad2  .aaod  Ja  s^ibraod  sat 

abtacl  boTaaqqa  xXuabLUB  'tedaaot  u£^  .xX-jT/iu  tjffiaoad  aXiqoq  aoios  ,bolToq  eaooor  a 
oXiqoq  TasiaX  add  to  etsoci  t»4q*dy  x^^lc^up  udfe  .dodiws  duods  a  ddX»  •^atoltud  edf 

.«T<*ddo  adt  d:  :a  babvLcai  sav  Todslii  toH  .ti  dJiw 

gfliaad  ,bauuTs'<aXq  add  ao  Ti/od  accfl  add  tc  ;Taq  a  dsa-ji  ^a  dnaqa  ^adoaa#  aacS 

« 
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part  in  the  children® s  games o  Others  spent  nearly  all  their  noon  and  recess  periods 
Inside  the  bulldingo  ^hose  who  played  with  the  children  were  usually  the  most 
popular o 

The  school=hous0  was  the  social  center  of  the  comnunityo  Nearly  every  winter 
at  least  one  spelling  school  would  be  held  at  each  school  in  the  township.  Since 
the  buildings  were  not  provided  with  artificial  lights s  farmers  often  brought  their 
coal. oil  lanterns  to  be  hung  around  the  room.  The  lanterns  furnish  enough  light  so 
paople  could  see  each  ether  and  the  teacher  could  see  to  pronounce  the  words 

The  best  spellers  would  come  from  the  neighboring  schools.  Anyone  who  wished 
could  stand  up  in  the  line  around  the  walls  of  the  room.  So  long  as  no  words  were 
misspelled,  he  could  keep  his  position.  If  he  missed  a  word,  and  the  person  in  line 
below  him  spelled  it  correct lyg  the  speller  moved  ediead  of  the  one  defeated.  In  a 
short  time  the  best  speller  was  standing  at,  or  near,  the  head  of  the  line. 

Later  in  the  evening  the  poor  spellers  would  be  seated.  The  best  spellers  would 
enter  a  real  contest  to  see  who  was  the  best  speller  in  the  house.  In  this  contest, 
known  as  a  spell-=down,  if  a  speller  missed  a  word,  he  took  his  seat.  The  others 
continued  until  there  were  only  two  left  standing.  There  was  often  a  real  contest 
between  these  two,  Bach  one  was  doing  his  level  best  to  win  the  honor  for  himself, 
his  class,  or  his  school.  After  several  minutes  of  tension,  one  would  miss  a  word. 

If  the  next  one  was  able  to  spell  that  word  correctly,  he  was  declared  the  winner 
of  the  spelling  school.  It  was  considered  to  be  a  great  honor  to  be  the  best 
speller  in  the  township. 

An  ambitious  teacher  would  stage  a  box  social  in  her  school  house  some  evening. 
Each  young  lady  of  the  community  would  be  invited  to  prepare  a  lunch  for  two, 
placed  inside  a  cardboard  box.  The  box  could  be  decorated  in  any  way  that  suited 
the  girl®s  fancy.  The  young  men  would  bid  at  auction  on  each  box  as  presented  for 
sale.  No  one  was  supposed  to  know  the  owner  of  the  box  until  after  it  was  sold.  The 
buyer  would  open  the  box  and  find  the  name  of  the  girl  inside.  Many  a  romance  began 
when  a  couple  met  for  the  first  time  at  a  box  social.  The  girl  and  the  buyer  were 
supposed  to  eat  lunch  together.  Money  from  the  sale  of  the  boxes  was  used  to  buy 
new  books  for  the  school  llbraryi,  or  to  buy  some  special  equipment,  like,  a  piano  or 
organ. 

One  night  all  the  patrons  of  the  district  would  be  invited  to  attend  a  special 
program  presented  by  the  pupils.  The  program  was  composed  of  songs,  recitations,  or 
one  act  plays.  Parents  were  proud  to  see  their  children  taking  part  in  such  programs. 

Occasionally  some  outside  talent  would  rent  the  school  house  for  one  evening  of 
entertainment.  One  night  I  saw  a  magic  lantern  show  at  our  school.  This  show  was 
simply  a  series  of  still  pictures  thrown  onto  a  screen,  I  very  distinctly  remember 
a  lecture  delivered  by  Captain  Ely  at  our  school.  He  claimed  to  be  a  retired  sailor 
who  had  served  for  years  on  a  whaling  vessel.  He  had  a  harpoon  gun,  the  lower  jaw 
of  a  small  whale p  and  other  things  of  interest  to  show  regarding  the  work  of  cap¬ 
turing  whales. 

We  had  the  Bethel  church  in  our  conanunity,  so  we  did  not  use  the  school  house 
for  religious  services.  In  some  comn’unitles ,  Sunday  School,  or  preaching  services, 
were  conducted  in  the  school  house  each  week,  with  the  full  consent  of  all  the  tax™ 
pa,^'ers  in  the  cocEniunlty, 

For  a  long  time  the  school  year  consisted  of  seven  months.  This  year  was 
divided  Into  three  different  terms.  Starting  the  first  week  in  September  the  fall 
term  lasted  two  months. 
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«fioli®q  aaooo^  bciA  aooa  itmif  Xia  Sai^B  aTLehtO  ♦aainas  J»*nottXXx<o  al  tiaq 

fdOfD  ttdf  xXIai/tu  na*  a#TJbiW?  eriJ  be\^Xq  od»  eaodi  .aaibltytf  adf  abiaat 

.laluqoq 

x^aTt>  XaXaoQ  adt  aan  aaaodc-Xooiloa  adT 

80^X6  ,qlxiiii»07  nX  looxiai  doa©  ^a  X)X»d  «d  bluow  loodou  ^gXXiaqa  aao  ftii^X  ta 
^l©d^  tti^u end  na^o  azamal  <8txl»ll  laioXliXlxa  dxXw  babltczq  taa  ©t:©*  isatbitud  adf 
oa  Jt^uoa©  daXerxiA  sxne^aaJ!  «dT  cooo*i  ©d?  ^«ai^c1a  gfli/d  ©d  Oif  v.iiixaajfif  if©  laoo 

.afc*io8  edX  eonuoaoiq  oS  eoa  bXuoo  ledoaet  eiij  bas  ledto  doa©.  sta  bXiroo  ©Xqoaq 

fiadaXw  od*  aflo\*aA  .©Xoodoa  s/ri'ioddjjiaa  ©dx  laoil  ©oroo  bLuo»  anaLiaqa  taad  ©di¬ 
al©^  ?bJo#  Off  ©a  fiaoX  oQ  .awoT  sdX  to  alia*  odx  taitoia  ffail  eat  aX  qu  baats  bltJOO 
eaXX  at  ai^'iaq  adt  baa  ^btow  a  beaatm  od  tl  .-aoxtiacq  aXd  q©eij  Lluoo  ©4  ,  t>©iX©qtaXaj 
a  nl  .batastab  aao  ©aX  to  baoda  bt>voai  'laXXeqe  adt  ,)tXiT&©iioo  tl  balLaqa  mid  wolad 
.©ftXX  ©nX  to  ba»d  adt  ,iaaa  to  ,ta  Sibthaata  fi.aa  ToXIeqa  Xaad  adt  emit  trod© 

*■•  I  , 

bliio©  ©TaXIoqa  taad  ©dT  •baXa©©  ad  bluoa  8T©Xi6qa  Tooq  tdt  ^alasth  adt  tatad. 
.^aoXnoo  Btdt  at  eat/od  adt  at  loXXoq©  Xadd  ©dx  aav  odw  ©©?.  oX  thaiaoa  laoT  a  -;©Xfl© 
ait'dxo  ©dT  .,Xij©a  aid  doot  ad  ,bTo©  a  dseaXu:  talLaqa  a  tX  ,ix*ob -Xisq©  a  aa  oirofld 
^©©Xfloo  I©©T  a  a^no  aa©  ©loriT  .j^aXbflaXa  xt©i  owX  .yXao  ©raw  XxXai/  bei/alXetoo 

,ti©«»atd  Tot  TOflod  adt  ata  ot  taad  XereX  aid  qiiXob  ’-t.©  ©co  doafi  .«ovX  eaodx  aaawJod 
,bTo©  a  aaXffl  bXuow  ©ao  ^noitneX  to  aatvata  imaraa  isXtA  .loodoja  ©xri  to  ., a&aio  aid 
ToaaXw  adt  baialoab  aav  ed  *'^ixo©*n:oo  htow  tadt  iXaqa  oX  ©id©  sa©  «ct  li©a  adt  tl 
Xaed  ©dX  od  oX  loaod  taan^  a  oj  at  be'i^^bUaoj  aaw  XI  Xoodv»  s/ix XXaqs  adt  to 

•qXdMffwo/  ©dx  tit  ToXXaqa 

.8XiXfie?f  etaot  aeuod  loodoa  tad  at  XaXooa  xod  e  ©?^X6  bXi/ow  TodDaaX  6:;/oXtXdma  cA 

,owX  To1  doot/X  a  ©taqorq  oX  battvat  ad  tlfjom  t^li->^ramc»o  adt  to  daafi 

beXXi/8  tadt  \an  \aB  tri  boXatot^ob  ad  biuoa  xod  ©dT  xod  btaodbiao  ©  ©hXa.iX  b©oaXq 
Tot  X©X/i6a©Tq  8©  xod  doa©  ao  aott'jsjs  ta  bid  bJ now  oein  301/0^  ©d'X  .^aflat  ©‘'XtXs  ©dx 
©dT  .bloa  a©if  XX  -rtixi©  XlXifo  xod  ©dX  to  locrwo  adt  oX  beaoqqua  sac  ©ao  oM  .©Xas 

ca^od  ©ooaoot  ©  .abtauL  XtXg  ©dx  to  ©maa  edX  b.*irt  bn©  xod  odx  naq:  bXoow  t©xt/d 

©TO©  tav/d  ©dX  baa  XTI3  ©d^  .laXoo©  xod  a  X©.  t^ix  XaTit  ©dX  lot  tocj  ©iq-^oo  a  dada 
Vtd  ot  beau  aav  ©axod  ©di  to  ©Xas  adt  a»Tt  vjoroM  ,T©d:aaoT  doaul  xa©  ct  boaoqqnB 
TO  oaatq  a  .©Jill  .Xuaaqlupe  Xalooq©  acnoa- ^ud  ot  to  ;iXT©rLdJtX  Xoodoa  ©dx  lot  aaiood  vaa 

.aaSTO 

Xaiooqa  ©  baatta  ot  battrat  ed  bl^ow  XobiXslb  ©dx  to  sacTXaq  adt  .C£a  Xdtqla  ©aO 
TO  .anoiXaXioar  .agaoe  to  boaoqmoo.  sac  oiaT^orq  ©dT  .gltqi’q  edf  '^d  bsXnaaatq  taar^oTq 
>©ai©T30Tq  dotia  at  t^iaq  ^XMat  aatblltk/  TlodX  ©oe  ox  btfotq  c*nea  aXxiox©^  ,sxaiq  Xo©  ©no 

to  2i>'i-ln©x©  ©ao  Tot  ©aiK)d  loodo©  ©dx  taea  bluoa  xneXaX  abteXao  ©fsoa  x«  f^TO 

a©©  wont  aldT  .  .Xoodoa  luo  sa  ©orta  uietaal  a  .  i  td^u  aaQ  .tauxatat’rataa 

•xadcaatBaa.  xlxoalxaxb  T  .  aaoTo©  ©  oXao  awoTdX  a^uuXoiT  Xiixa  to  aeiraa  *  ’c^qnUa 

loXtaa  be^xten  ©  ©d  oX  beciiaio  ©H*  ioodoa  Tt/o  x«  xX*  atatqa:)  yd  barerlidb  ttx;;-o©X  a 
©a|,  TawoJ  edt  aooqT©;.!  ©  had  ©fl  ,  fa©©©^  j^xJod©  ©  aiady  lot  bafros  bad  odw 

-qao  to  jtxow  adt  gaib^a^^o'^  ©oda  o.+  xaara’of  to  Kx^ijuat  ladto  tea  ,«%Xad»  XX^wj©  a  to 

*a3.iAd»  uitJut 

aauod  loodoa  :>  <X  vms  tx  btb  ew  oa  ,\tlnmmoo  litc  ai  .Imadb  iadt^A  adt  f/id  ©H 
.  »iaDj.VT©8  ^ar,  '  •,  ic  ,i»x>rioS  xaLirjdc  ,  ©aix itiiMUTioc  isivto  al  ^aotTzaw  siOt^tXot  Tot 
-xaX  ©dX  Xia  to  tLiyaacn  I  Lut  adt  dll*  lioae  awoexd  Xoodo©  #dX  ci  be:^utMCz  are© 

.yXiaiftB»-^d  ©dt  -li  ai©t©q 

n^w  Ti©x  sizii  .  adXaots  a©T©a  to  f/btutiaoo  Xoodot  adt  ©atX  gaoX  ©  Tot 

j.iat  adx  xadoaXV’^  .tX  at©»»  /sTXt  ©dX  satXT^/d  .©{riax  Xoirrettlb  ©axdX  oxax  bobtTlb 

,«dxaoui  c©/  ba/eal  nnax 
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This  was  follcwsd  by  a  corn  picking  mcation  of  one  moEitii„  It  was  a  long,  slow 
and  tedions  process  to  pick  forty or  morej,  acres  of  corn  by  bando  The  older  pupils 
must  work  in  the  fields  at  this  timeo  Younger  pupils  helped  by  feeding  li^^estock 
or  doing  other  choi'es.  ffi^ery  school  in  our  rural  area  nmst  ha'^e  a  corn  picking  va¬ 
cation* 

winter  terms  of  three  months  ^  fee^n  the  first  week  in  Decembero  This  was 
usually  th©  most  difficult  tiose  for  the  teacher*  Many  big  boys,  who  had  to  work 
during  the  spring  and  falls  came  to  school  in  the  winter*  The  teacher  also  had  to 
be  responsible  for  building  and  maintaining  fires  and  for  sweeping  and  dusting  the 
school  building  and  furniture* 

Dirt  roads  were  often  nearly  impassible  during  March*  There  was  no  school  that 
month*  The  spring  term  be^n  the  first  week  of  April  and  lasted  two  months* 

It  was  a  big  event,  at  our  house,  when  the  teacher  came  home  to  spend  the  night 
with  us*  We  had  talked  about  it  with  our  folks*  The  invitation  was  issued  at  least 
one  week  in  advance*  Mother  tried  to  have  the  house  in  the  finest  possible  shape. 
She  also  tried  to  have  something  extra  for  the  table,  and  for  ours  and  the  teacher® s 
lunch  the  next  day*  Every  member  of  the  family  was  on  his  best  behavior,  and  tried 
to  give  the  teacher  the  very  best  Impression  of  our  home* 
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BoI«  ,3floI  A  a*ir  .dtaoa  4>co  to  aioo  a  bevxLlot  awt  uiiT 

•  nqirq  adf  .bcuul  jd  aifco  to  aoioa  .atom  to  ,\i%ot  jCo.q  of  Ao*c>oxq  baa 

ioofaowU  ^tb*>et  x<i  ailqirq  zasaucY  aid f  fa  aJbXan  od;f  at  dzow  ta^mi 

-ar  srrl^lq  azoo  s  aved  fiUTs  aota  Lnuz  -wo  at  Xoodoa  .t^iodo^  iaxf/c  aaiofc  to 

.iioXtao 


*^!L**"^  .t5dt!)&5©a  al  doaw  iaztt  odt  ,Adfcom  aardt  to  arjet  zafatw 

:izom  of  had  odw  .tertoaax  adx  -icA  flvoitttb  v  vllatfau 

exiT  .zafatw  adf  al  Icoooe  of  nffis:  ,  Uat  VaA'%aljql  adr  »atz»/b 
adf  ^tfaab  baa  ^Iqeewa  tot  baa  aetn  s^ialatmiam  baa  ^atbllvJ  tot  aldimsoqaat  ad 

.  t  in  I  ist  bciA  i  bl lad  loodo a 

f&dt  loodot  oa  aaa  atadf  ,doteU  f^alzub  aXdltaaqml  xhaon  aeflo  ataw  mbaot  y?fa 

.adtaoa  owf  bafael  baa  XitqA  to  Jaa^n  terit  ad:  ca^ed  ataf  anXtqi  ^d-^aoa 


td^la  adt  baaqn  of  acaod  emo  tadoaef  adf  aadw  .aauod  Tuo  fa  ^faava  »id  a  saw  tl 
tasal  fa  baaaal  saw  aolfattfal  adf  .a^Sot  tuo  dfla  ft  tvoda  bOMJaf  bad  eW  dftw 
^.eqada  aidUaoq  faaan  adf  al  aauod  odf  avad  of  bait:  tedfoii  .aoaavba  ai  daaw  aao 
6na  Bttfo  lot  baa  ^eldaf  c^df  lot  j^ai-Xisajoe  arad  of  batzx  oala  od8 

batzf  baa  ,'jat^afiad  rcod  aid  ao  aaw  ^Ximet  adt  t.,  ledi^^tu  rtaiSi  .^fib  fiaa  adt  do/wX . 

.aajrd  tuo  to  aoXaa.a^iqiof  to*j»d  adf  tr^ds^aaf  adf  arig  oi 
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DISSASE 


During  ihe  past  sei^enty  years  great  strides  have  been  made  in  preventive 
medicine  and  in  learning  to  ward  off  destructive  diseases. 

One  thing  that  aaema  remarkable  to  the  members  of  the  Bakers®  Doaen  now  is 
the  fact  that  all  of  us  grew  to  adulthood,  Two  or  three  generations  ago  it  was 
custcmary  for  farm  couples  to  have  a  large  number  of  children.  But  if  anyone 
will  take  the  time  to  wander  through  a  cemetery  that  has  been  used  for  60  years 
or  more  he  will  find  many  grave  markers  erected  to  those  who  died  as  infants  or 
young  children.  Some  couples  might  bring  ten  or  twelve  children  into  the  world, 
only  to  lose  at  least  one  half  of  them  before  they  reached  maturity.  The  methods 
of  sanitation  were  not  well  understood.  Doctors  knew  little  about  preventive 
medicine  as  compared  to  the  present  tiioe.  On  the  farms,  house  flies  hatched  in 
abundance.  Most  any  day  of  the  week,  in  the  summer  months,  many  teams  of  horses 
were  hitched  at  the  hitch  racks  around  the  square  in  Oskaloosa.  Flies  swarmed 
around  the  droppings  and  flew  into  all  the  stores.  At  threshing  time  on  most 
farms  someone  had  to  stand  with  a  leafy  branch  of  a  tree  and  wave  it  back  and 
forth  over  the  table  to  shoo  the  flies  off  the  food  until  the  men  could  come  to 
dinner. 

Many  children  died  from  dlptheria,  smallpox,  measles,  scarlet  fever  and 
dysentery.  At  different  times  our  family  had  experience  with  stnallpox,  measles, 
scarlet  fever,  and  other  diseases,  but  in  spite  of  them  all  the  children  reached 
maturity. 

In  my  boyhood  days  I  had  not  heard  of  appendicitis  or  polio.  It  seems  that 
as  medical  science  conquors  one  disease,  another  springs  up  to  take  its  place. 

But  in  spite  of  that,  the  average  span  of  life  has  greatly  increased  during  my 
lifetime . 

For  a  time  polio  was  a  very  destructive  disease.  It  has  not  yet  been  com¬ 
pletely  eliminated,  Every  community  has  cripples  made  so  by  that  disease,  but 
with  the  new  vaccines  now  in  use  w©  hop©  polio  will  soon  be  no  more  destructivo 
than  is  saiallpox,  diptherla  and  others  that  were  canmon  a  half  century  ago. 

I  asked  my  niece,  Mrs.  Wilma  Elder  Gardner, to  write  of  her  experience  with 
polio.  Hare  Is  her  stoiyS 


MY  LIFE  WITH  POLIO 
By  Wilma  Elder  Gardner 

It  was  really  a  shock  to  me  in  September,  1946,  when  I  learned  that  I  had 
polio.  It  was  the  height  of  the  polio  season  and  I  had  suspected  it  after  three 
days  of  severe  leg  pains.  However,  a  call  to  my  doctor  dispelled  all  fear  and 
he  assured  me  that  it  wasn®t  polio  because  I  did  not  have  the  usual  symptoms. 
That  was  on  Saturday  before  Labor  Day  and  I  was  to  go  to  his  office  on  Tuesday 
for  a  complete  examination. 

Before  that  day  came  I  was  in  the  hospital.  I  became  very  ill  on  Labor  Day 
and  began  to  lose  the  use  of  my  right  leg,  I  entered  the  hospital  that  evening 
and  by  Tuesday  morning  my  right  leg  was  completely  useless.  Two  days  later  my 
left  leg  was  paralised, 

I  was  in  the  isolation  ward  for  sixteen  days.  The  normal  time  was  three 
weeks  but  I  was  allowed  the  five  days  off  for  the  time  I  was  ill  at  home. 
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I  eagerly  looked  forward  to  the  day  when  I  would  get  out  of  isolation  because 
then  I  could  start  taking  physical  therapy  treatments.  I  looked  forward  to  them 
as  if  they  were  something  magic  that  could  quickly  restore  my  lost  muscle  power ^ 
but  they  did  not  work  that  way.  Instead  I  found  that  my  nerve  cells  were  damaged 
so  extensively  that  they  could  not  be  restored. 

The  realization  of  that  fact  did  not  come^ quick  nor  easy,  I  continued  to  feel 
that  when  I  left  the  hospital  I  would  walk  out  normally.  It  was  a  shock  when  I  was 
told  that  I  would  have  to  wear  full  leg  braces,  then  another  shock  later  to  learn 
that  I  would  also  have  to  use  crutches. 

As  time  went  by  I  began  to  think  about  getting  home  to  spend  Christmas  with  my 
feunlly,  a  girl  of  18  months,  a  boy  of  4  years,  and  my  husband.  On  Thanksgiving  Day 
1  got  my  braces  and  crutches.  I  was  told  I  could  be  dismissed  by  Christmas  if  I 
learned  to  walk  on  them  by  that  time.  That  was  a  challenge  for  me.  In  a  week®s 
time  I  was  walking  unassisted  but  of  course  I  needed  help  to  get  up  on  my  feet  and 
I  needed  lots  of  practice, 

I  left  the  hospital  December  11.  I  went  back  twice  a  week  for  two  years  for 
therapy  treatments,  I  have  never  regained  the  use  of  my  legs.  I  use  a  wheel  chair 
in  my  home  but  stand  balanced  against  the  cabinet,  stove ^  etc.  to  do  my  work  in  the 
kitchen.  I  drive  a  car  equipped  with  hand  controls. 

I  have  tried  to  live  as  near  normal  a  life  as  possible  with  the  handicap  that 
I  have.  However,  I  have  had  to  forego  lots  of  pleasures,  large  and  small,  and  I 
shall  never  overcome  the  desire  to  walk  again. 

My  polio  attack  came  at  a  time  when  they  knew  very  little  to  do  for  the 
disease.  There  was  no  vaccine  to  prevent  it  or  to  make  it  a  light  case  if  a 
person  should  contact  polio.  We  have  a  vaccine  now  but  I  hope  there  will  be 
still  greater  progress  along  that  line  so  as  to  give  greater  assurance  to  children 
and  older  people  that  they  can  live  a  normal,  active  life. 
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Although  my  mother,  my  Aunt  Any,  and  my  paternal  grandmother,  all  died  in  our 
houae  after  I  was  bom,  I  do  not  remember  anything  about  their  funerals. 

One  Sunday  in  the  early  summer  of  the  year  1896  our  family  visited  at  the 
Marion  Belzer  home.  Smma  Belzer,  Marion's  wife,  was  father’s  niece.  At  that  time 
there  were  four  children  in  the  Belzer  family;  Tom,  Hosea,  Molly  and  Esther. 

Hosea,  the  youngest,  was  about  fourteen.  He  and  a  neighbor  boy  both  had 
rubber  sling  shots  which  they  were  using  to  kill  robins,  catbirds,  and  any  other 
birds  they  could  find.  I  was  only  nine  years  old,  and  in  the  eyes  of  the  older 
boys,  I  was  just  a  little  kid.  They  paid  little  attention  to  me.  I  had  never 
seen  song  birds  killed  before  and  I  felt  sorry  for  the  birds. 

One  evening  in  early  fall,  of  that  same  year,  father  came  home  from  Oskaloosa, 
Mother  went  out  to  meet  him.  I  remained  in  the  house.  When  mother  came  in  she 
said,  "Prank,  Hosea  Belzer  is  dead."  I  wondered  why.  Soon  after  father  came  in, 

I  learned  from  the  conversation  that  Hosea  had  gone  to  the  horse  stable  and  had 
taken  lines  from  the  harness.  With  these  lines  he  had  hanged  himself  to  a  large 
limb  of  a  big  tree,  just  a  short  distance  from  the  house,  but  back  of  a  small 
hill,  I  believe  his  father  and  brother  found  him  hanging  when  they  came  home 
from  work  in  a  coal  mine. 

We  attended  the  funeral.  The  body  had  been  laid  out  in  the  house.  The 
casket  was  black.  The  hearse  was  black.  The  team  of  horses  pulling  the  hearse 
was  black.  The  undertaker  wore  a  black  suit.  The  mother  and  near  female  rela¬ 
tives  wore  black  dresses. 

The  service  was  conducted  in  the  home.  The  undertaker  furnished  extra 
chairs  for  the  crowd  of  people.  When  the  service  was  over,  before  the  casket 
was  closed,  all  the  near  relatives  stood  near  the  casket  for  the  last  farewell, 
while  the  neighbors  and  friends  watched  to  see  how  we  took  our  grief. 

Then  a  long  line  of  spring  wagons  and  top  buggies  followed  the  hearse,  at 
a  slow  pace,  to  the  graveyard. 

The  minister  spoke  a  few  words  at  the  graveside.  Then  four  men  lowered  the 
casket  into  the  open  grave  by  using  leather  straps.  Someone  stepped  down  into  the 
grave  and  fastened  the  lid  of  the  rou^  box  that  covered  the  casket.  Then,  while 
all  the  relatives  were  standing  near,  the  grave  diggers  began  shoveling  dirt  and 
closed  the  grave  as  rapidly  as  possible.  Some  of  the  mourners,  who  had  been  calm 
until  that  moment,  broke  into  loud  wails  when  they  heard  the  clods  strike  the  top 
of  the  rough  box. 

It  seems  to  me  now  that  services  in  that  day  were  designed  to  create  as  much 
sadness  as  possible.  Then  a  widow  was  supposed  to  dress  in  black  for  from  six 
months  to  one  year  after  the  death  of  her  husband. 

Every  grave  was  rounded  up  into  a  mound  two  or  three  feet  high.  Once,  when 
attending  a  funeral,  I  stepped  on  one  of  those  mounds.  Mother  criticized  me  severely 
for  stepping  on  a  grave.  Today  all  graves  are  level  and  caretcdcers  walk  all  over 
them  guiding  power  lawn  mowers. 

yQgtrs  8igo  the  body  was  laid  out  and  placed  in  the  casket  in  the  home,  or 
if  the  body  was  prepared  in  the  undertaker’s  shop,  it  was  brought  back  and  kept  in 
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XXaBB  a  to  jbad  Xx/d  ,aai/od  odJ  ojoit  ©oaaXeLb  Xioda  a  Xaot  o  to  dmXX 

smod  amao  yedt  aodv  gcrX^cad  mid  baaot  iddXoid  *^a  ledXat  ai/t  eraXXed  I  ,XXbd 

,©alni  iaoD  a  aX  diow  ojoit 

t 

»dT  .aai/od  odt  at  fuo  bXaX  aood  bad  ybod  edT  .Xaianx;!  ©dj  bftbaaXXa  si 
©Hiaad  odX  aniHaq  aaeiod  to  maaX  ©riT  .afoaXd  k.vn  -naed  .doaXd  baw  Xedaao 

^^©1  alaiaat  laaa  baa  lodXom  edT  .XXi/a  doaXc'  a  &io*  le^faXieboa  adT  ,:rfoaXd  saw 

*ao8B©'ift  -I'^aXd  aiov  ©efXX 

aiXx©  badtxaii/t  lediiXiob/^i/  adT  .  .ooed  adX  at  baXoabfloo  eaw  aoXri®^  odT 
XoiTaao  adx  o-jot©d  ,ioyo  eaw  ©olvi©a  odt  nedf  .alqoaq  to  bwoio  bdX  i&t  aiXado 
,XIawaiat  XeaX  ad?  lot  X«^ieao  adX  laaxi  booX«  aayxXaXai  Uben  ad?  XXa  .b^aoXo  eaw 
«toXij9  'ICO  dooX  aw  wod  ©as  oX  b©»icXaw  eb/jeiit  baa  eiodd^Xaa  ©di  ©iXdw 

to  ,©aiaad  adX  bawoXXot  eeX;^£id  qoX  baa  eflosa*  jB^fiXide  to  oatl  aaoX  a  aodT 

.biayevai;^  ad/  oX  ^aaaq  woXe  a 

®dx  baiawoX  no©  laot  aedT  ♦ebXiioTaijft  odt  ?a  ©blow  wet  a  ojfoqa  loteiniin  odT 
©dX  oXaX  nweb  taqqoxa  paosaod  *fjqaiXa  lodXa©!  ^Xetf  yd  ©fxpi^i  aeqo  edX  oXnX  Xodaao 
©XXdw  ,fl©4T  .Xoiiaao  adx  baiafoo  XadX  xod  d%tfOi  odx  to  txx  ^X  baaoXsat  bao  ovot^ 
baa  Xiib  sfltiofode  cuQed  aiaasXb  ©fata  ©dX  .laoa  aaibnaXe  aiaw  oarXXaXei  odx  XXa 
ala?  aaod  bad  odw  , aieaiertm  odX  to  anio8  .©XdXsaoq  ea  yXbXqoT  aa  ©?ai;^  adx  baaoXo 
qoX  odx  odliX©  abois  oax  biaad  yadX  aodw  aXXaw  bi/oi  o/ni  ©isioid  *  Xamdoj  Xarix  litau 

.xod  dsuom  odX  to 

datnu  aa  ©Xapio  ox  boa^.a^b  tnow  yab  XadX  fli  waoXxiaa  XadX  won  ©m  oX  am©©©  xi 

*la  melt  lot  3{eaXd  aX  saaib  oX  bocoqqwa  aaw  wobXw  e  nodT  .oJdXaaoq  aa  aaoobaa 

.baadai^a  led  to  dXaut  ©dX  leXta  i/joy  ©ao  oX  adXaoa 

^oot  aauiX  icowT  btfluos  a  oXnX  qn  bobni/oi  aaw  a^a*t^  yiwTJ 
am  bwiio|?xi9  lodXoM  .aXai/om  o&odX  tc  ©no  no  t«»qq©Xa  I  .laioaut  a  snlbnaXXa 
io»o  Jia  aicw  ai^VaXaiao  bao  lev^i  no  ootoa^  XXa  yafcoT  .©y/ns  a  no  saiqqaxa  tot 

.Biowoffl  flwaX  lowoq  ^atblu^  modt 


O  od?  CX  Xaiaa/  udx  ai  baoaXq  boa  fuc  bXaX  eaw  ybod  adX  oga  naoy  yXxXB 

/i:  ?ie){  bna  dead  Xd:a;uid  aaw  XX  ,qoda  a^iadaXiebiw  ©d?  ni  boiaqoii  aaw  'ibod  ©dX  tX 


the  home  until  the  funeral.  Bach  night  the  casket  was  in  the  home  some  relatives 
or  friends  sat  up  all  night  beside  the  casket. 

Today  many  of  the  old  customs  have  been  dropped.  Services  are  conducted  in 
such  a  way  as  to  help  us  forget  our  sorrow  as  soon  as  possible,  I  believe  it  is 
a  change  for  the  better.  We  can  in  no  way  help  the  departed  by  making  ourselves 
miserable  for  long  periods  of  time. 
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G»rl^aIo7  stTOB  eooxl  ftrf;t  at  tsm  »di  td^ia  xioaS  .iaieat/l  ©dt  acjori  ad^ 

.tadsAD  ©lit  abi^ad  td^ta  XXa  qi/  t«a  aboeX*!!  lo 


ai  bstt>t;bxio&  ©TL8  aaalviaS  .beqqoxb  xiaad  avad  aiaottwo  Mo  edt  lo  ^r^acii  yaboT 
■  X  ft  •▼ailed  r  ••XdlBBoq  aa  does  od  tronoa  it/o  ai/  qled  ol  oa  tjbw  a  dox/a 

•arrXeeixfo  sM^fato  \(S  betiaqsb  odl  qXed  >caw  oa  ol  yW  .qoltad  ©/it  ^ol  aaiia^  a 

.etui;^  ^0  abolieq  Ts^oi  lol  eXdaiealoi 
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FIVE  HUNDRED  DOLLARS  PER  YEAR 


In  the  year  1969  a  few  ma^zine  articles  told  how  a  family,  of  two  adults 
and  three  or  four  children,  could  live  comfortably  on  a  five-thousand  dollar 
yearly  income.  Perhaps  it  would  be  hard  to  convince  anyone  that  as  late  as 
1910,  father’s  large  family  lived  on  a  cash  outlay  of  five-hundred  dollars  per 
year. 


The  present  day  family  lists  such  expenses  as  electric  current,  water, 
garbage  disposal,  fuel.  Also  the  original  cost  of  automobile,  tires  and  car 
repair  bills,  gasoline  and  oil.  In  addition  there  are  g^^oceries,  vacation  ex¬ 
penses,  tobacco,  liquor,  soft  drinks,  clothing,  taxes,  savings  and  others. 

When  I  tell  you  how  we  lived,  perhaps  you  will  say,  ’’You  did  not  live. 

You  just  existed.”  I  doubt  if  families  of  the  present  day  get  much  more  real 
enjoyment  out  of  life  than  we  did.  True  we  put  up  with  Inconveniences  that  a 
present  day  family  would  never  tolerate.  We  did  have  a  lot  of  good  fun,  All 
thirteen ^ children  grew  to  adulthood.  With  a  few  exceptions,  we  were  a  pretty 
healthy  bunch. 

We  had  no  electric  power  lines  in  our  part  of  the  country,  hence  no  cost  for 
electric  current.  Farm  wells  supplied  water.  Garbage  disposal  was  no  problem. 

Old  newspapers  could  be  burned,  either  in  our  stoves,  or  in  a  convenient  place 
out  of  doors.  Any  scraps  from  the  table  went  into  the  swill  barrel  for  hog  feed. 
Farm  timber  furnished  fuel  for  both  heating  and  cooking.  The  only  other  expense 
for  fuel  was  fifty  cents  per  month  for  five  gallons  of  coal  oil.  This  oil  was 
used  for  our  lamps  and  for  starting  fires  in  our  stoves  each  morning. 

Since  horses  furnished  all  our  power  for  work  and  transportation,  there  was 
no  expense  for  trucks  or  automobiles.  When  dad  took  his  team  to  the  blacksmith 
to  have  the  horses  shod,  the  smith  did  not  find  one  dozen  other  things  wrong 
with  them. 

We  enjoyed  holidays  and  picnics,  I  had  a  lot  of  fun  playing,  either  alone 
or  with  neighbor  boys.  The  children  had  a  lot  of  fun  in  the  kitchen  on  cold 
winter  nights,  popping  corn,  making  fudge,  molasses  taffy  or  popcorn  balls.  On 
other  nights  we  might  sit  near  the  big  heating  stove  in  the  living  room  and  play 
games.  Our  moat  coamon  games  were  dominoes,  checkers,  nine-men-morris ,  authors 
or  old  maid.  Some  member  of  the  family  usually  got  a  new’ book  for  Christmas. 
Several  members  of  the  family  would  read  it.  For  several  years  we  subscribed 
to  the  Youths®  Companion  magazine.  We  thoroughly  enjoyed  its  stories. 

Today  men  go  on  hunting  trips  and  spend  many  dollars  trying  to  have  fun. 

We  could  go  hunting  on  our  own  or  our  neighbor’s  farm  most  any  time.  Rabbit, 
quail,  and  squirrel  were  always  plentiful.  Father  had  some  gen^emen  friends 
near  our  county  seat  town.  They  sometimes  came  to  our  farm  with  hunting  hounds. 
Father  accompanied  them  on  hunts  for  raccoon  and  wolf . 

Most  of  the  time  we  did  not  get  very  far  from  home  on  our  vacations.  A  few 
times  Mabel,  Bertha,  and  I,  (the  three  oldest  children)  spent  a  few  days  visiting 
our  relatives  near  Beacon,  about  10  miles  from  our  heme.  Mother  had  a  sister 
living  near  Sewal ,  in  Wayne  County,  about  fifty  miles  distance.  Sometimes  mother 
and  some  of  the  small  children  would  visit  there.  They  usually  went  on  the  train. 
Several  different  years,  the  sister,  with  her  husband  and  family  drove  to  visit  us. 
They  often  came  in  a  covered  sprlng-wag&n,  drawn  by  a  span  of  mules.  They  would 
take  two  days  to  make  the  trip  each  way. 
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mtlvbB  09t  to  ,yiJbaie1t  a  mod  blot  efrtsj^ao!  ttot  a  ^^5vX  *h»a\  odS  cl 

‘tallob  bnABoCkdl^^nt  s  ao  ^Idst^iotmoo  ori:  bXvoo  ^ao^bCldo  lifot  ig  OAidt  bn« 
«a  «a  fAdt  eaoxoA  eoatrooo  5*fail  od  bltfow  •qarfio^  .tiuooftl  ylisay 

70q'  MTAllob  borrJbovd-oTlt  yal^jyo  d»Ao  m  ao  h^vlJ  yli^iol  oaiaX  ,OXCX 

*  .  >  .-iBay 

tiofew  ttaoi7UD  ol^Soeto  ta  aoaneqxe  douB  Attll  yXXnial  yab  ••a«6oiq  edT 
lao  Mb  Bbtif  .eXIdoaiotuA  to  tmoo  Xaci;sXic  aili  oaXA  ,LBUt  ,lAaoqaIb  egad^^ 
-xa  eoltaosr  ,oaXi©ooTP  oia  e^edt  ftoUlbbs  aX  .XJto  bas  ©aiXoaaa  ,aXXXcf  iXaqai 
.ne4to  bas  Bs^irae  .adxat  .^nX4;roXo  .a^aiob  ftOB  ,ioi;piX  ,ooosdoX  «Bdaaoq 

.©fix  ton  bib  jjoY"  ,yaB  XXlir  i»oy  aqadieq  ,be?iX  o»  »orf  ooy  XXal  X  cailf 
Xaai  a7oa  dcirtn  y/^b  tflaeaiq  ©dl  to  telXlmsl  11  iduofc  I  ".bf^lalx©  Igx/t  uoY 
a  ladl  Booaelcoraooal  dtlw  qu  tuq  ©v  ©wiT  ,blb  ©w  aedf  ellX  lo  tiro  Inomyotfl© 
XXA  ,0^1  bcKiA  lo  loX  a  ©Tad  bib  ©W  .©lartaiol  if^ran  bXucv  yXlcsal  yab  taesaiq 
yltatq  a  ©la*  aw  «9£oilqaoxa  wol  a  dllV  .boori^Xuba  ot  wo'is  caibilds  oaolrxldl 

,dofli/d  ydlXaed 

<  ^  • 

“tot  Ittoo  ca  BoaBd  ^\ztauoo  ©dl  *to  tiaq  njo  aX' aaclX  lawoq  olrtloaXa  o/i  bed  at 
•  coaldoiq  oa  aaw  Xaaoqalb  ©SjadiaO  .Tetaw  belXqqii©  eXXew  onat  .taeiino  ol'itoBlo 
©cr^^Xq  Icalnovfloo  e  at  lo  .aevola  tuo  at  nedtts  ^bBa*iud  ©d  bJjuoa  4i©qijq©w©a  bXO 
.b»©l  ^d  nol  Xaiiad  XIlws  ©dt  olal  Inow  ©Idat  ©dl  ojoil  eqa'ioa  ycA  ,«ioob  lo  ?uo 
aaa^qxa  aadlo  yiao  adT  .gaidooa  bca  d^od  lol  Xer;!  beflalaix/l  aadcnll  orrat 

aaw  Xlo  aldT  .Xio  Xaoo  lo  anoXXas  ovil  lot  diaoa  inq  alaao  \rtlt  a-aw  Xeal  lol 
♦saXaiofli  doao  aavoifa  xuo  nl  aarrll  j^al^iala  lol  boa  aqmeX  ijik)  lot  boai; 

aaw  s*t©dl  ,aolXal-roqeaaicl  baa  aftcoa  -lol  lairoq  aao  Xia  bedaltnc/l  •©•'i^d  ©oflia 
dtlisadoaXd  ©dl  ol  ruael  aid  Xoot  bab  craiiV  *86lldoGDoix/a  *io  a'^ouit  not  eac^qx©  ca 
^iioiw  B^atdt  aedto  aesob  aao  ball  toa  bib  AttaiB  odt  «boda  aaa'xod  odl  evad  ox 

floodl  dXiw 


aaoXa  ladll©  eSnlyAlq  «yl  lo  loX  a  bad  1  .eolnolq  bna  syabiXod  bayo^ne  ai 

bXoo  flo  aadotld  adl  al  ax/1  lo  loX  a  bad  o^ibXldo  ©dT  .ayod  lodd^laa  dttfi  lo 
flO  ,8XXad  aiooqoq  lo  yll^l  BoBf‘aXoai  ,ajjbul  jaioo  ^alqqoq  ,aldgia  latalw 

yaXq  boa  BDOT  adl  ai  ©voi*  aaiised  aid  ©dX  ^ooa  Xla  Xdalm  aw  Btd^ia  i©dXo 

B'iodtuB  « alttioov-aaxD^aala  «w*x©3b>©d9^  aaoaiinob  area  &t4ius0  xiocxooo  teoai  *wO  ^BOfot^ 
.maartBtndO  lol  dood  a  Xop  yiXawax/  yXKnal  ©xix  lo  jedaem  ©ffloC  .blaci  bXo  zo 
bedtioBduB  ©w  aixi©y  XartoTo*  icf  .XI  baei  dX^ow  xiloi.®!  odx  lo  ai©da«n  lazefad 
.aalioXa  aXl  bayoti<3e  yXdauoiodX  ©1  .e/tlsaaaoa  aolcsqmoO  ’adXuoY  ©dx  oX 


.aul  ovad  ot  aaiyrxX  ataXXofa  yoaiB  ba©qa  bna  eqrtX  aolXawd  ac  o®  oatu  yaboT 
^ftddaS  .©oQli  yoA  taofli  nrxal  •©’loddalaa  imi  to  awo  two  ao  sottai/d  ©a  bXuoo  ©f 
efcc3lTl  a©cD©x^a©a  ©cbo©  bad  7©dcfAl  .XwlJt^aoXq  axawXa  ©i©w  ianli/pB  baa  ,Xlawp 
.tb/iiiod  aalXfli/d  dXi//  cnal  iwo  oX  tHne^  aaoiXaaca  y©dT  .awoX  t^a  yXnx/co  two  laan 

.How  bcih  aocjoez  zol  ©lowd  ao  aedi  boluaqmoooa  TadXaf 


wal  A  .aaoiXeoaw  two  ao  ©cnoa  mort  toI  yr©?  Xe®  Xoc  bib  ©w  amix  ©dX  to  XaoM 
adlXlair  ayab  wol  a  /r.aqf  (aaTbXldo  XpobXo  ©©Tdf  adx)  .1  baa  tBdXTbS  «Iada}l  ©©mix 
laXal©  a  bad  'xadJcM  .&itr>d  two  owtI  taXlrs  OX  xwoda  ^aooaaH  isaa  ©»>lXaI©T  two 
TJMlXogi  louiii  joioe  ©onaitlb  ©©ilc  vni*;  Xwoda  .yXawoO  aayaV  ax  *  Xaw©a  to©o  s^XvlX 
.aland  j,nf  ao  Xna©  \LiauBU  yodT  .©T^dX  Xlaiv  biwo*  aarbXldo  Xiaaa  ©dX  lo  ©oi'  ^  baa 
aw  XiclT  ox  ovoTb  yXMal  baa  boadawd  Tad  dXlw  /leXala  edX  ««Taey  Xfl©Telllb  Xaiov©8 
blwow  yt-dT  .©©Xini  to  aaqa  a  yd  nwaib  .aaga^  aahiq©  barevoo  a  al  tiinao  naxto  yadT 

.yaw  Joao  qliX  adX  adacn  oX  ©yab  owX  adaX 


In  1893  father  took  a  trip  hy  train  to  the  World® s  ?air  at  Chicago o  Both  father 
and  mother  Tisited  the  World®s  Fair  at  St,  Louis  in  1904, 

Our  farm  furnished  a  great  deal  of  our  food.  In  the  early  springtime »  we  went 
into  the  woods  and  picked  wild  onions p  before  we  could  grow  onions  in  the  garden. 

We  picked  wild  dandel i on j, lettuce j,  lamb’s  quarters  and  wild  mustard  for  greens,  ^ 
few  days  later  we  picked  spar  grass ,( our  name  for  asparagus),  from  a  large  bed  in 
the  yard.  About  the  same  time  we  pulled  pie  plant,  or  rhubarb,  for  pies  and  sauce. 

As  soon  as  the  ground  was  warm  and  dry  we  planted  radish  and  lettuce  seeds,  and 
set  out  onion  sets.  Later  we  planted  peas,  green  beans,  carrots,  sweet  corn,  and 
set  cabbage  and  tomato  plants. 

In  June  we  picked  gallons  of  wild  gooseberries  to  make  into  pies  and  sauce.  In 
July  we  found  wild  blackberries.  Sometimes  we  got  permission  to  pick  the  blackberries 
in  our  neighbor’s  pasture  for  a  percentage  of  all  we  picked.  Some  years  we  grew 
strawberries,  or  secured  some  from  our  neighbors. 

When  I  was  quite  small  there  were  one  or  two  apple  trees  on  our  farm.  When  they 
were  destroyed  by  storms,  father  planted  a  new  orchard  of  twenty-four  trees,  with 
several  different  varieties.  When  we  did  not  have  apples  of  our  own  we  often  got 
apples  or  Siberian  crabs  from  mother’s  folks. 

One  year  I  came  home  from  the  local  post  office,  where  I  went  for  our  mail  on 
Saturday  night.  While  waiting  for  the  mail  to  be  distributed,  I  heard  of  a  [nan,  a 
few  miles  from  us,  who  was  trading  apples  for  corn.  Someone  said  he  would  trade 
one  bushel  of  apples  for  one  bushel  of  corn.  On  Monday  morning  father  picked  a 
thirty-two  bushel  load  of  com.  When  he  got  the  corn  to  the  orchard,  the  orchard- 
ist  said  had  traded  bushel  for  bushel  with  corn.  Those  apples  were  windfalls. 

He  had  no  more  of  than,  however,  he  had  first  quality,  hand-picked  apples  he  would 
trade,  one  bushel  of  apples  for  two  bushels  of  corn.  Father  brought  home  sixteen 
bushels  of  good  apples  which  we  put  into  our  cave.  We  ate  apples  all  winter. 

Some  years,  when  we  could -not  get  apples,  we  would  find  wild  crabapples  in 
the  pasture.  We  would  pick  several  bushels  of  them.  They  made  fine  jelly.  We 
could  have  all  the  walnuts,  hickorynuts  and  hazelnuts  we  could  use  just  for  the 
work  of  gathering  them. 

Our  farm  was  a  manufacturing  plant  practically  the  year  round.  Apples  and 
other  fruits  were  canned  for  sauce,  or  made  into  butter,  jams,  and  jellies.  Apples 
and  sweet  com  were  often  dried  on  a  platform  in  the  sun.  They  were  covered  with 
mosquito  netting  to  keep  off  insects.  Tomatoes  were  canned  by  the  bushel.  When 
frost  came  the  green  tomatoes  were  picked  and  made  into  piccilili.  We  made  sauer¬ 
kraut  by  the  fifty-gallon  barrel. 

One  year  the  story  got  round  our  locality  that  there  was  a  poisonous  snake 
inside  the  cabbage  heads.  This  snake  was  said  to  be  so  poisonous  that  if  one 
snake  were  chopped  up  into  a  barrel  of  sauerkraut ,  the  sauerkraut  could  poison 
a  whole  family.  The  snake  was  hard  to  see  because  it  was  about  the  size  and  color 
of  a  hair  from  a  white  horse’s  tail.  That  year  we  had  a  fine  crop  of  cabbage. 

The  folks  said  they  could  not  afford  to  let  all  of  it  spoil.  Father  sharpened 
his  spade  and  cleaned  it  well.  Mother  carefully  examined  every  leaf  of  every  head 
of  cabbage,  before  dumping  it  into  the  barrel.  Father  chopped  the  cabbage  with 
his  spade.  In  making  two  fifty  gallon  barrels  of  sauerkraut  they  failed  to  find  a 

single  snake. 
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fB0w  09  tAmXf^al'tqo  xl-ieo  odt  al  ,l>oot  luo  Id  loot  a  bodotdnift  mol  ujO 

odt  al  ocotao  wo^  bluoD  on  otolod  ,oaolao  blin  bojiolq  bao  okoon  odt  otal 
^  ,»a»9TS  10’s  b^totfm  bUo  baa  .^ofreap  9* dnAl  .or.ottol^aollobaAb  Alt^  bmdiflq  oW 
cl  bod  sgiaX  A  laoit  tCai/^^aqsa  10^  cram  nrc).3|.v;;^  X6aa  fc»3/orq  6w  zotal  o^at  wcl 
,99i/so  boA  ooXq  lol  .d'tmdud^  lo  ,^aaiq  olq  beiluq  on  ocalt  ocmo  odytuodA  ,tno\  odt 

Cue  ,c*oea  or>jtfoi  boA  dnlbAn  botaalq  on  baa  mew  eon  bas/o'n^  odt  &a  nooa  li. 

too  tattoo  toonz  ,  ofc'taao  ^onood  a© 3^3  beJuijXq  on  istad  ,»!•«  aolco  tuo^too 

.^otaelq  otAar^t  bao  osAddao  too 

^  ,»9CC8  boA  notq  otaJ  o>to  ot  ootriodonoo^  blt^  to  aaoUCes  boMoiq  on  ©aul  al 
90ti-iod:ii9»ld  odt  Ttijlq  ot  abiaslGrroq  tu^  on  nooitto^B  .oOtnoditOAld  hlln  baisot  on  ^iul» 
woi%  •«  eana  ew  IIb  o^tjioo*ioq  m  igl  orwfoAq  a^ioadgloa  luo  at 

.  aiodjdslftfl  itio  cjci^.  c^a  beii/oec  10  ,gtjf  iiodnenta 

oodf  ,ttnA\  ijjc  CO  neo^t  elqqe  owl  10  oao  o%on  oniodt  lltxoo  ottup  oan  I  aodV 
-  tn  ^ooo'st  lo  Mfidoio  noa  a  botaolq  lOillBl  ^aorrole  yd  fr®xoilaof>  oion 

loa  collo  on  ano  lao  lo  aolqqe  orod  ton  blb.om  aodll  ^neltol^ar  th^iotMt  Inofon 

,«^ol  a'lexiloiB  iDct'i  ad/sio  allied 48  10  *<#IqqB 

ao  xlBcn  ii»o  lol  laow  I  oaodn  ,ftOlllo  ^«oq  looai  ont  (toil  oedoiI  eavn  I  loov  ®a0 
A  ,  noFD  A  lo  tnaod  I  ^botudlatotb  od  ot  Xlacr  oa^  lol  ;»atttAw  olid*  ,tt^ia  x^^'xcIbS 
obsnt  bluon  od  bloa  oaooLr^Q  .oaoo  rot  seXqqA  nar  odn  ,bo  aor'z  aolta  not 

A  todo Iq  rodtAt  saiaicci  v«^>aoM  aO  .aroo  lo  Lodoz^.  ^ao  rot  oolqqo  io  iodoud  otio 
-bradoro  odt  tbrodoro  odt  ot  arOo  odt  tog  od  aod^  ,tiroo  lo  ^aoX  lodtud  ont^xtrtdt 
.tllalXfllw  oron  oelqqa  oaodT  '.aroo  dttn  lodoad  *>1  todoud  bobort  bad  ad  5lea  tot 
biuon  od  oolqqa  bedoiq^baad  xtUaup  tortt  bpA  od  .rotonod  .medl  lo  ©«r-m  oa  bad  o& 
aootxln  d«md  lilaccid  r^dta\  ,aroo  lo  oSodnud  ent  -...1  %oXqqa  lo  lodoud  oao  .ebart 
.roJalw  lib  ooiqqa  ota  ©I  .onao  nso  olni  It'q  on  aoldw  ooLqqa  boos  lo  olodaud 

at  BoJqqaderio  bltn  ban  bSuon  ew  ,»eXqqa  tog  ton  bUioo  ew  aodn  ,%raox  ©0508 
o  .xXXet  ©all  obaw.  xorST  .jcadl  lo  oiadeud  Xri«-*^ea  }iolq  l>Xaow  ef  .eialaaq  odl 
odt  rot  toif(^  eou  bluoa  tw  otuatoxAd  bna- 9tua\ro7iotd  ^ataalan  odt  LLa  onad  blaoo 

^  .u»dl  aanedlaa  lo  ^ow 

bae  Bolqql  .hoL-or  raox  odt  x^^^ttparq  taalq  gadwtOAtaaom  a  oan  mat  raO 

boA  ,e(nn(.  ,rottud  otat  obm  ro  ^ooubo  rot  bonaao  oron  otlu-rt  rodto 
dllw  beievoo  new  xodf  .aim  odt  a  I  mottaiq  a  ao  toirb  aotto  oron  aroo  toono  bos 

oodV  .Lodoad  odt  xd  l>oflflBa  new  eeoletaoT  etoeenl  llo  qeeal  oi  gatttoa  ottapooa 

^rouao  obaoi  et  .IXliloolq  olai  obam  baa  bodotq  nen*  seolonjol  aoorg  odt  oaao  twort 

Uomad  floXlA;i-xmi  odt  xd  taard 

oJano  ovoaoatoq  a  oan  oredt  tadt  xirJ^ooi  ruo  bsm-yt  tog  vwJa  odt  ra^x  oaC 
oao  II  tadt  auoaootoq  00  od  oJ  btaa  elene  sWT  .ebeed  osaddao  odt  obtoat 
iiQotoq  bi'foo  tum^mjaa  odt .  ^tum^tiouao  to  loriAd  otat  qu  beqqod^  eiew  odaao 
10X00  baa  09 ndt  iuods  tan  tl  oauAood  eea  ot  brad  aan  ojCaao  odT  ,xtttiat  oLodn  a 
.a^AaoMB  qoro  oait  a  bad  on  raox  tjfdT  ,Xxat  o'^oarod  otijw  a  dtoil  rt.nd  a  lo 

bofloq^ian©  rodtat  .iteqt  tr.  lo  Xla  tol  ot  brotta  toa  blvoo  xodt  btaa  odlot 

baod  yiewe  lo  taol  xrox^i  toatenat^o  xli^i'larao  rodtolA  ^XXon  tt  boaaoXo  baa  abaqo  old 
ditn  o^nddao  o^i:  beqqodo  rodta^  ,  J.ortad  odt  otat  tt  galqsijt  orotod  ogaddao  to 
A  ban  ot  toXJat  x^Jt  tuaid-.^^uao  to  nioruid  aoUag  x^ttt  ont  gnidADi  al  .abaqo  old 

,o:iaao  olgato 
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In  the  fall  of  1959  I  wrote  the  Des  Moines  Sunday  Register  and  asked  if  anyone 
could  give  me  any  information  about  the  cabbage  snake  story’s  which  was  circulating 
through  Iowa  sixty  years  ago,  I  intimated  I  thought  the  whole  story  was  a  hoax.  I 
received  between  thirty  and  forty  replies  to  my  inquiry.  Most  of  the  writers  said 
they  had  seen  a  cabbage  snake.  None  of  them  proved  it  was  poisonous. 

About  the  time  of  the  first  frosts,  in  early  October,  mother  would  say  we  were 
getting  short  of  meat  and  lard.  Soon,  some  pleasant  afternoon,  we  would  get  out  the 
iron  kettle.  We  filled  it  with  water  and  built  a  fire  under  it,  after  we  had  hung 
it  out  of  doors,  a  few  inches  off  the  ground.  When  the  water  was  boiling,  we  would 
go  to  the  pig  pen  and  select  a  two  or  three  hundred  pound  ehote.  We  killed  the  pig 
with  a  rifle  shot.  After  it  was  stuck  and  bled,  the  carcass  was  hauled  to  a  plat¬ 
form.  Here  we  liad  a  large  barrel  standing  nearly  upright.  We  put  the  hot  water 
into  the  barrel  and  dipped  the  pig  into  it  to  loosen  the  hair  so  it  could  be  scraped 
off.  The  carcass  was  next  hung,  drawn,  and  left  to  cool  for  a  while. 

When  the  meat  had  been  sufficiently  cooled,  it  was  cut  into  hain,  shoulder,  and 
fresh  side  meat.  The  heart,  liver,  splean,  spare  ribs  and  backbone  were  eaten  fresh 
The  other  meat  was  put  into  a  wood  barrel  and  salted  enou^  to  keep  it  until  we 
could  eat  it.  Most  people  we  knew  liked  to  pickle  the  pigs®  feet.  Father  liked 
them  fried.  The  head  was  cut  into  several  pieces  and  boiled  until  all  the  meat 
fell  from  the  bones.  This  meat  was  made  into  headcheese.  All  the  fat  was  salvaged 
to  make  lard.  Some  of  the  lean  meat  was  ground  into  sausage.  This  sausage  was 
usually  seasoned  with  dry  sage  leaf.  I  thought  it  tasted  mighty  good  for  breakfast 

on  a  cold  uorning. 

About  February  father  got  one  of  the  neighbors  to  help  him  do  the, butchering 
to  provide  meat  for  the  sunmer.  We  would  begin  heating  water  soon  after  daybreak. 

As  many  as  five,  sometimes  six,  big  hogs  were  butchered  in  one  day. 

For  the  next  two  or  threo  days  mother  and  father  would  be  very  busy.  Father 
would  cut  out  the  hams,  shoulders,  and  side  meat.  These  pieces  packed  into  a 

salt  brine  in  a  wood  barrel.  They  were  left  to  cuir^i  for  a  few  weeks  before  they 

could  be  smoked, 

0 

Large  quantities  of  sausage,  lard  and  head-cheese  were  made.  Sometimes  we  had 
so  much  sausage  mother  feared  It  might  spoil.  She  would  make  it  into  small  c^es 
end  fry  it.  The  fried  sausage  cakes  were  packed  into  a  largo,  stone  ^ar.  Melted 
lard  was  poured  over  the  sausage  until  it  was  completely  covered.  This  sausage 
could  be  kept  for  many  weeks. 

Several  times  I  have  seen  the  large,  thirty  gallon,  Iron  kettle  filled  with 
pieces  of  fat.  These  were  cocked  over  a  slow  fire,  out  of  doors,  to  moke  lard. 

The  pieces  of  fat  that  did  not  all  change  to  lard  were  called  cracklings.  We 
pressed  them  to  squeeae  out  all  the  lard  possible.  Then  the  cracklings  were  put 
away  in  some  kind  of  container  until  time  to  make  soap. 

When  we  used  wood  for  fuel,  in  our  stoves,  we  put  the  ashes  into  a  wood 
barrel,  standing  on  a  slightly  sloping  platform.  Soiail  holes  were  bored  in  the 
bottom  of  the  barrel  so  water  could  easily  leak  out,  A  few  days  before  we  were 
ready  to  make  soap,  the  barrel  was  full  of  ashes,  and  we  poured  one  gallon  of 
water  onto  the  top  of  them.  We  added  a  gallon  of  water  to  the  ashes  each  day 
until  the  water,  now  a  dark  brown  color,  dripped  out  the  bottom  of  the  barrel, 
and  ran  into  a  cast,  iron  boiler.  This  water,  now  called  lye,  was  tested  with  a 
fresh  egg.  If  it  were  strong  enough  to  float  the  egg,  it  was  right  for  soap 

Qiakingc 
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Bao\cA  11  ham  \BbauZ  aetiXol^  H«a  ed»  b&ctw  I  lo  XX«1  oril  nl 

SflXloXtroilo  9«p  doixlv  ,^oJa  oiiAad  c^Addiio  orft  J'lrod*  aoit^nnolai  \aa  bod  avis  bXf/oo 
I  ^.x«>il  B  aAV  \7n^a  •Xodw  od^  td^uodt  I  bQ^amlfct  I  .osa  sias^  k-xXii  airol 
blAtt  iistlia  Bdi  to  ^boM  ^  seiXqyi  bua  x^ridt  aBBwted  bovifo©! 

.ainstfoeloq  &a«  tl  ftoToiq  to  ©noH  .asOsns  ©g©dd«o  ©  n©«a 

.  ‘  ♦  9  i 

j  w®w  B»  Y«1  6X1/OW  iBdfoBj  ,rt»MoO  xi^o  at  .©^ao-rt  /c-rXl  ©dl  to  oui't  ©rft  tt/odi  “ 
•d^  two  i)luo*  ©w  ,coofl'r©m  In/iajiMq  ©ojoa  .  rrooB  '  .M©X  6fl©  tae^^r  to  Hod»  s/ini« 
Sni/d  fc^id  ew  le^t©  «11  lobji;  ©^it  ©  JXit/d  baa  iw^aw  d^ia  IX  bsXXXt  ©W  \©X^t©d  a<yxl 
Muow  ©*  .salXlod  SAB  lotaw  ©ziX  £:©di  ..baucTs  ttc  eadonX  Bot  ©  .aiocb  to  7uo  ft 
8Xq  »af  b9XXii  ©»  .©J-odB  boi;oq  benbrrud  eaidt  10  oat  ©  toaXee  6n©  caq  ^Xq  ©dx  ol'oa 
-talq  3  of  hffluad  naw  asAoico  ©dX  ,beXd  bna  jtouXa  na*  tt  iftll*  ,Xoda  eXtXi  3  dtXw 
I3i3w  led  odX  ti/q  eW  .Id^X-iqu  Yi*i©©a  anlX»c3?s  Xaiiad  eaiaX  3  b3d  ow  o^eH  .unot 
b^BTsoB  ed  bluoo  ft  be  nXad  ©xix  noaof.X  oX  tx  otat  ^iq  adf  bf>qqtb  bn©  Xa-nad  ©dt  oxat 

^  looo  of  fJal  bna  «n«©^X)  ^^lud  fxaa  &3w  bbaoi©?  ©dT  .tto 

bo^,  rtabluodn  .aad  ofat  fuo  a©B  iX  .bt^Xcoo  ^ItnaXjXttua.  deed  b«d  faem  adt  nodW 
.aaart  amifio  e^aw  ©noddoBd  bn©  ©dXi  ©aaga  .naolqa  .lavix  ,?*i3ed  «dT  .ijc^aoi  sbXa  daint 
ow  Xil-nxi  tX  qde^i  oX  x^uoaa  baflaa  baa  laiiad  boo*  ©  oXnX  Xuq  a©*  s&am  Jedfo  odT 
badXI  tedX©^  .toot  •e^X*!  oXidolq  oX  be^ill  wit>tt^  Bwatqcaq  ft^ofi  .XX  Xee  bXuoo 
Xi^eni  odX  XX©  XXXnw  boXXod  bn©  BBoelq  X©t©?3»  oXr  f  txio  ©a*  baad  e’d'T  .belit  n»dX 
b«a©/i©;  R3W  X©t  6dx  IIA  .©€Qodob©ed  oXnl  ahea  t©*  ©XdT  .©wdod-  adx  XXet 

a©*  es^9ii©e  aXilt  .e^ei^ae  oXal  boxio^s  ©aw  y.-^ooi  nfi€,£  ©dX  to  ofaoS  .btaX  BUriJi  of 
Xe©t5U3^d  ^ot  boo8  Y^48la  beXsaX  XX  XdftaodX  I  .t©BX  ^©a  x^h  dflw  banocae©  x^Bunu 

•So.xn It'll  bXoo  ©  no 
•*  • 

■saiiedoiud  ©dx  ob  mid  qXad  ox  ancodiisiob  ©dX  to  ©no  Xo.ij  'ladxat  'r^indei  XoedA 
,>BBi(!xBb  lanB  aozn  -laXa*  j^nlXiiad  0,fs6d  bSuc^  ■%  ,^cm^e  edX  lot  foam  obXvo'xq  oX 

®no  nl  baiedofi/d  anew  asod  .jtXa  somlXaooa  ,B7Xt  t© 

‘fadX©?  .^aod  xi®v  ©d  bXuow  iadx©t  bn©  n-d/oo  ax^b  ortidx  10  o*X  Xiao  adt  *10? 
b  oxul  bB>«o©q  ,n>)w  Bovotq  ©a©dT  .x©.^  ©bia  bn©  .©^oMnorifl  edX  Xdo  fuo  bX^o* 

©botad  8t(o©*  sat  ©  not  oX  XtoX  ana*  xariT  .I©i^©d  boo*  ©  ni  anXid  Xiaa 

.faaXomsi  od  blnoo 

>  . 

b©d  aw  a«!}<DlXa(ik>8  .aba©  en^w  eaa«do*b©ed  boB  Inal  ^er^mwBB  to  aAXJXXii©jt/p  aanaX 

.Xloqa  Xd^,xm  XX  banaat  *odxcQ;  ©saaoaa  dowrn  oa 
bexioM  .<!©(,  anoXa  .of^'inL  ©  oxaX  bo^aq  enaw  usiTao  ©8330©©  boXit  adT  .xx  Y^t  bn© 
i»8Aai'©u  aldl  .btt’jov'oc  Y-^<>^Xq.TJC>i  e©*  XI  Ixxa:/  o^a-unr.  adX  iBve  baTiroq  ea*  bn©X 

Ya©«J  lot  Xq©:^  ad-  6X000 

dX^  baliXt  oXXla;^  coil  ,iiort/©<  odX  ,©  ©Tad  T  aamiX  I©io7«3 

.b^©X  odfla  ox  ,©«ioob  to  fuo  .oiXl  woXa  o  7ayo  t-odcoo  t  -  aw  ©ao.dT  .x©t  to  ©©oetq 
eW  .fi5|fli-f3fc»©io  beiXeo  aiaw  bral  oX  a?,fl©do  ii*>  x>n  bib  ladf  X3t  to  Beoeiq  adT 
Xuq  aiaw  aw-tiidoB-io  an>  ^aldUnoq  triBl  «di  XX©  tu:,  BBoeupa  of  madf  bGaaaiq 

.q©06  S5(©ai  of  oalt  J i  tau  lantainoa  to  bnXd  dmoe  nX  xbwb 

#• 

,  boow  ©  oXflX  ooda©  adX  Xoq  t-w  .tavoxe  auo  ai  ^lawt  not  boow  baat/  aw  ned# 

<*aX  ©i  ba-iod  aiaw  taXca  Xi^ftX  .loiotx©!  <  ^nXqoXa  yXX/XsJXh  ©  ou  .  Xonad 

<rja.  ^  .,.1  j,  j^aX  YXli©f.  ©u.:  ok  lan©d  arf{j  to  tnoxxod 

to  noil©?,  ©no  b?i0oq  b«  f>o©  .eon*©  to  Xlut  ©©*  X'^itbU  edx  q©o*  oxem  of  vt^^i 

tab  dr>©^  i^adfiB  adx  0/  tc  /toXiaj,  ©  b&Db©  »*c  .au^dx  to  qoJ  adX  ofao  laXaw 

,  iB'i'.rd  add^  to  ojoxxod  odX  fuo  baqqlib  .‘ic  foj  u«ond  :ia©b  ©  won  .laXaw  ©uX  XXXnu 
©  fiXiif  »,„*  .©v^  b>ii30  won  .iox©w  ©iflT  .laXtcd  ncr.i  Xaao  ©  oiat  aai  bn© 

•{/A>a  not  f;isiT  oai.  fi  .g^,©  ©d^  ;^^Xt  ox  i^ycna  anonla  aiaw  ft  tl  .aga  dtant 


The  cracklings  »ere  placed  in  the  lye  and  cooked  over  a  slow  fire, 

In  a  short  time  the  mixture  had  turned  into  a  heavy,  dark  brown  liquid.  This  was 
soft  soap.  The  only  soap  used  in  our  laundry  for  several  years. 

After  the  soap  making  was  done  it  was  time  to  ®>oke  the  meat  p^  into  brine 
at  butchering  time.  The  pieces  of  meat  were  hung  on  wood  poles  several  feet  abo 
tL  smoke!house  ftoor.  A  slow  fire  was  built  on  the  dirt  floor  of  the  smoke-house. 
Most  of  the  time  we  used  green,  hickory  wood  for  the  fire.  This 
meat  a  fine  flavor,  and  also  helped  to  preserve  it.  The  house  ^ 

tightly.  The  anoking  process  continued  for  one  week  or  more,  until  all  the  me 

had  a  nice  brown  color. 

The  h«ns.  shoulders,  and  bacon  slabs  were  taken  down.  ’ 

and  placed  inside  heavy  muslin  or  grain  sacks.  Often  these 
burled  in  oats  in  the  oats  bin.  The  meat  kept  well  until  late  suinner. 

We  would  gladly  have  eaten  more  beef  and  not  so  much  pork,  but  we  tod  no 
refriJerltioL  wf  could  not  keep  beef  very  long  without  it  spoiling  Sometimes, 
if  winter!  we  would  kill  a  beef  and  sell  part  of  it  to  a  neighbor.  Or  we  to^t 
buy  a  half  or  a  quarter  of  beef  frcm  someone  else.  If  the  weather  was  so  ol 
we  could  keep  the  beef  froten  it  would  not  spoil  before  we  could  eat  it. 
was  no  way  we  could  cure  beef  like  we  did  pork. 

Sometimes,  in  sumner.  we  would  go  to  a  butcher  shop  and  buy  a  ®°“P-^“®- 
fifty  cents .  we  could  buy  a  bone  with  enough  meat  on  it  to  make  a  good  meal  for 

several  people. 

In  those  times  a  butcher  would  often  give  a  customer  pork  or  beef  liver. 
as  la^e  If  1920,  when  we  were  living  at  Mapleton,  Iowa,  a  butcher  was  laughing  about 
A  vounc  bride  who  came  in  to  buy  beef  liver.  The  lady  ordered  a  quarter  s  worth. 

The  butcher  explained  that  a  quarter’s  worth  of  liver  would  be  so  heavy  she  would 

have  difficulty  carrying  it  home. 

Durina:  the  winter  months  mother  made  hominy  by  boiling  kernels  of  white  corn 
in  a  ly!  sotoflon  to  remove  the  hull  of  the  grain.  Next  the  grain  was  washed 

thoroughly .^to  remove  the  lye,  and  the  grains  were  boiled  until  they  _ 

about  four  times  the  norml  size  and  became  soft.  At  mealtime  e  om  ny 
heated.  We  ate  a  lot  of  it  each  winter. 

We  took  shelled  corn  to  the  miller  and  tod  it  ground  into  whole  ^in  corn  ^al 
This  meal  made  excellent  mush  which  was  eaten  warm,  “^^Hays  T^rtof  ‘ 

ifthe  ttmLr.^elping  father  get  fire  wood.  At  f 

serve  corn  bread,  stewed  soup  beans  and  fresh  pork.  I  thou^t  iT 

thing  better  to  eat  in  the  world.  I  could  not  imagine  what  it  would  be. 

w«  tried  to  grow  enouto  potatoes  and  turnips  to  supply  our  needs.  S^etimes 
we  ran  stort!  Thfn  we  depfndto  rather  heavily  upon  soup  beans  or  hominy  for  re- 

placement . 

w»  Srank  milk  at  nearly  every  meal,  unless  we  were  short,  as  we  sanetlmes 
were  in  c'f  wto!Lr!  le  nLrly  Lways  tod  plenty  of  milk  the  other  three  seasons 
of  the  year.  We  made  large  quantities  of  cottage  cheese. 

If  we  tod  plenty  of  cream  we  would  dump  it  into  a  large  wood  or  stone  dash 
churn.  I  have  spent  many  hours  moving  the  dash  of  the  churn,  up  and  own. 
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.•loot^lo  ^o  ,OTrt  .Ol.  *  i»»o  tm:iooo  baa  ayi  odt  at  ba^atq,  tnat  ssailiaaio  adl 
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•’'°®  ««’’  «U06  aai.  at,W.a.a  w,  MI  lertA 
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*  ,  •,  .ToXop  c€oiti  tooin  A  biid 

.l^iq  oi  i,e,q„,  ,a,ot  aada*  aiaa  eiala  aooad  baa  .atabluode  .anad  »dl 

oi».  B»o,l,  baqqoi,  oeod,  a,,,0  .,*,aa  ata-zs  lo  atlaira.  yraed  sbJtiaJt  beoalq  baa 

.taamja  atal  lliau  Uaa  iqod  taeai  adt  .atd  siao  edJ  at  aiaa  at  banud 

oa  bad  •■  It/d  .tttoq  doom  oa  loa  boa  t»»d  aioBi  aala»  6»ad  vXbals  bXco*  of 
.a^lle«,e  saiXboq,  n  laodlxa  saoi  xie.  tood  qead  loa  bXt/oo  e!J  .oo'lMSlitai 

Mm  o"  a  OJ  to  liaq  XXe>»  t>,ia  lead  a  XX W  bXaoa  a*  telaXw  aX 
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.;®Xqo«q  Inioroa 

leaidtiuo  a  STB,  aalto  bXuon  ledolad  a  saoiXI  enodl  al 

.iol6Xqx,M  la  aoXixX  eio.  a,  aad.  .OSPX  ea  olaX  aa 
.dlioir  a  lartat/p  a  baiabio  xi>aX  edl  ,io»XX  taad  yod  ol  aX  amao  oda  ebiid  aauoy  a 
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V 


Hatched  the  color  on  the  dash  to  determine  when  the  butter  had  come.  Then  I  could 
run  and  play.  There  were  times  we  did  not  have  much  cream.  Then  we  would  pour 
three  pints  of  cream  into  a  half  gallon  jar.  We  would  seal  the  lid  on  the  jar  and 
then  shake  it  back  and  forth  until  butter  was  formed. 

Many  present  day  families  spend  plenty  of  cash  for  different  kinds  of  soft 
drinks.  Good,  home-made  buttermilk  was  delightfully  refreshing,  when  cooled  by 
hanging  a  jug  of  it  down  in  the  well.  If  I  could  have  it  now,  I  would  not  trade 
it  for  all  the  soft  drinks  I  have  ever  known. 


We  often  bought  fresh  lemons  in  hot  weather  and  made  cool  lemonade  with 
water  drawn  fresh  from  the  well.  We  sometimes  borrowed  an  ice  cream  freezer 
from  some  of  our  relatives.  We  made  several  gallons  of  ice  cream,  using  eggs, 
whole  milk  and  plenty  of  sugar.  None  of  us  children  used  tea  or  coffee  when  I 
was  home.  Mother  and  father  might  drink  coffee  for  breakfast.  Neither  of  them 

were  heavy  coffee  drinkers. 

Father  did  not  use  tobacco  in  any  form.  He  said  that  when  a  young  man  he 
learned  to  smoke  cigars.  He  always  noticed  a  bad  taste  in  his  mouth  the  next 
morning  after  smoking.  So  he  decided  he  was  a  fool  to  smoke  at  all.  During  the 
twenty  years  I  was  at  home  I  never  knew  him  to  spend  one  cent  for  intoxicating 
liquor  to  be  used  as  a  beverage. 


Because  of  all  the  food  we  got  from  the  farm,  we  did  not  have  heavy  grocery 
bills.  We  used  lots  of  sugar.  It  was  usually  bought  by  the  one-hundred  pound 
sack.  We  sometimes  bought  it  for  $5,00  per  sack,  A  few  times  it  was  bought  for 
less  than  that.  We  usually  bought  flour,  three  or  four  49-pound  sacks  at  a  time. 
We  have  bought  it  for  as  little  as  98  cents  per  sack.  Father  often  bought  coarse 
ground,  whole  wheat  flour.  Sometimes  this  flour  was  baked  into  bread.  More  often 
it  was  cooked  as  a  breakfast  cereal.  All  our  bread,  rolls,  baking  powder  biscuits, 
pies  and  cakes  were  baked  at  home.  There  was  no  chance  to  buy  biscuit  and  cake 
mixes  in  those  days.  Either  a  housewife  weis  good  at  baking  or  she  was  not. 


Most  all  the  clothing,  worn  by  mother  and  my  sisters,  was  made  at  home.  The 
sewing  was  done  on  a  treadle  sewing  machine  or  by  hand.  Calico  could  be  bought  as 

low  as  ten  cents  per  yard.  Gingham  usually  cost  a  little  more.  All  of  us  wore 

woolen  underwear  in  winter.  Sometimes  it  was  red  flannel  which  mother  had  sewed 
into  a  garment.  It  might  be  knitwear,  bought  from  the  store.  In  the  fall  father 
bought  several  yards  of  heavy  outing  flannel.  Fr<^  this  mother  made  mittens  for 

father  and  the  boys.  If  the  day  was  very  cold  eath  one  of  us  wore  two  pairs  of 

these  cotton  mittens. 


I  almost  forgot  to  mention  that  one  of  our  biggest  family  expenses  was  for 
footnear.  As  soon  as  the  sun  began  to  shine  hot  in  the  spring.  I  and  the  ot^r 
children  »ould  begin  to  .atch  the  tterometer.  About  as  soon  «  registered 
76-OP,  we  ran  to  father  and  asked,  "Can  we  take  our  shoes  offT  The  first  1 
we  asked  we  might  be  told  to  wait  a  few  days.  Some  day  the  thermometer  wgi^ered 
80-0P  and  the  heat  became  unbearable.  We  begged  so  hard  that  father  said,  ou 
may  t^e  them  off  for  one  half  hour".  We  were  barefoot  in  notUng  flat.  But  our 
feet  were  so  tender  that  we  were  ready  to  put  the  shoes  on  again  at  the  end  of 
the  half  hour.  But  in  a  few  days  we  put  the  shoes  away  for  the  summer,  "e  did 
not  wear  them  again  until  frost  came,  unless  we  were  going  someplace  where  it  was 
more  proper  to  wear  shoes. 


Some  of  the  first  shoes  I  had  were  high  top  button  shoes.  Mother  and  the  girls 
also  wore  high  top  button  shoes.  When  wo  were  all  getting  dressed  in  the  mornings 
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>»e  used' thre3  or  four  buttou  books  at  the  same  time. 

coppor-toed  beauties,  The  brigiit  red-lop  treasures, 
The  first  pair  of  boots,  That  I  wore  when  a  boy."’ 


I  do  not  know  the  author  of  this  little  verse,  but  it  very  well  describes 
the  first  pair  of  boots  I  had  when  about  six  or  seven  years  old.  I  was  proud  of 
those  boots.  Father  wore  a  pair  of  high  top  leather  boots  and  he  and  I  both  used 
the  same  boot- jack  when  we  pulled  them  off. 


Pertiaps  father  would  make  two  or  three  trips  to  oar  county  seat  town,  Oskaloosa, 
Iowa,  each  winter.  Every  tiooe,  before  he  started  on  one  of  these  trips,  all  the 
children  wei^e  rounded,  up  for  shoo  inspection.  Most  of  the  time  there  ?/er-e  several 
pairs  of  shoes  needing  stitching,  lalf-soieing,  or  buttons.  These  were  taken  to  the 
shoe  cobbler  tiiat  day,  Sanatimes  one  cr  two  children  would  have  shoes  that  were  not 

These  kids  might  get  to  ride  to  town  and  get  a  new  pair  of  shoes, 
oversho^^s  that  leaked,  a  new  pair  would  have  to  be  bought.  It  was 


worth  repairing. 
Often  soaieone  had 
fun  to  run  on  ica 
Our  parents  tried 


or 


snow  and  then  slide  for  several  feet,  but  it  was  hard  on  shoet 


to  keep  us  frcoi  doing  such  sliding.  But  kids  are  always  kids. 


VKith  a  large  family  there  was  a  great  deal  of  work  keeping  each  one  supplied 
with  clean  clothing.  For  a  few  years  mother  boiled  the  clothe.s  and  then  rubbed  them 
on  a  washboard.  About  as  soon  as  hand  pov/er  washing  machines  came  on  the  iiiar.^et, 
ws  bought  one.  For  several  years  fathejr,  or  I,  turned  the  lever  back  and  forth 
on  the  dolly  type  machine,  to  wash  the  clothes.  Mother  rinsed  them  and  hung  them  to 
dry.  The  greater  pai-t  of  one  half  day  was  required  each  week  to  do  the  washing. 


The  only  place  we  could  dry  the  clothes  was  on  clothes  lines  out  of  doore,. 

In  cold  weather  tlie  clothes  would  freeae  to  -the  line.  A  union  suit  of  underwear 
might  billow  cut  in  the  wind  and  freeze.  It  looked  almost  like  a  headless  man 
ms  lianging  cn  the  line.  Ml  the  ironing  was  done  with  sad  irons  which  had  to 
be  heated  on  top  of  the  kitchen  i'ange. 

An  extra  job  in  the  springtime  was  caring  for  tne  hens  and  young  chicks, 

Socjo-  day,  when  mother  went  to  gather  the  eggs,  she  would  find  seme  hens  acting 
cress..  She  would  let  than  sit  on  the  nest  for  a  day  or  two.  Then  she  would  put 
thfan  into  a  nest  where  they  could  be  shut  up,  so  they  would,  not  be  disturbed  by 
other  hens.  One  doaen  eggs  would  be  placed ^under  each  hen,  and  she  was  supposed 
to  sc;Vtle  down  s.nd  sit  quietly  for  three  weeks.  One  or  two  times  each  day  the  hen 
rot  off  the  nest  and  took  feed  and  water.  This  time  aliowod  the  eggs  to  air  end 
code  After  a  few  minutes  the  hen  would  jump  back  and  settle  down  over  the  wggs. 

I  have  seen  hens  turning  the  eggs  over  with  their  beaks.  This  turning  helped  the 
eggs  to  hatch  in  a  normal  way. 

After  three  weeks  of  careful  brooding  a  dozen  chicks  might  break  open  the 
shells  and  begin  to  cheep.  The  hen  and  her  brood  would  be  taken  into  the  yard 
and  assigned  to  an  individual  coop.  The  hen  was  tied,  by  one  leg,  to  the  coop 
for  8.  day  or  two  until  the  chicks  wore  strong  enough  to  follow  hereabout  the 
yard.  They  picked  up  woitiis,  bugs,  and  grasshoppers  the  hen  found  for  th-.’jn.  If 
a  sudden  shower  ceme  up  the  hen  would  call  cluck,  cluck,  cluck,  and  the  chicks  would 
qvjickiy  take  shelter  under  her  wings  until  the  shower  hs.d  passed.  The  hen  would 
always  lead  her  brood  back  to  the  coop  at  nightfall.  O.'hen  someone  would  have  to  see 
'that  each  brood  was  suut  inside  a  coop.  Unprotected,  the  chicks  be  destroyed 

by  rats  cr  other  predatory  animals . 

V-Jhen  the  chicks  wore  about  half  they  might  be  caught  in  a  sudden  shower. 
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By  that  time  they  were  too  big  to  be  protected  by  the  hen,  and  they  were  sometimes 
drowned  or  chilled  to  death.  Often  we  have  gone  out,  during  or  after  a  shower,  and 
picked  up  a  bushel  basket  full  of  half  dead  chicks.  We  put  them  into  the  warm  oven 
of  the  kitchen  range  until  they  were  warm,  dry  and  thoroughly  revived.  In  a  few 
more  days  these  birds  supplied  our  table  with  delicious,  fried  chicken. 

Sometimes  hens  were  set  on  duck,  goose,  or  guiena  eggs.  Birds  hatched  from 
these  eggs  gave  us  special  holiday  dinners.  The  geese  and  ducks  also  furnished  us 

feathers  for  pillows. 

When  fann  prices  were  low  it  was  difficult  to  get  hold  of  enough  money  to  pay 
our  farm  taxes.  But  they  usually  got  paid  on  time  so  there  was  no  penalty  for 
being  late.  One  time  father  received  a  letter  from  the  county  treasurer  stating 
his  farm  would  be  sold  for  taxes,  if  delinquent  taxes  were  not  paid  by  a  certain 
date.  He  was  always  very  careful  to  keep  all  receipts.  He  gathered  up  his  tax 
receipts  and  soon  proved  to  the  county  treasurer  that  the  letter  was  a  mistake. 

As  fast  as  possible  father  paid  off  the  mortgage  on  the  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acre  farm.  During  World  War  I,  with  four  of  his  five  sons  in  uniform, 
he  was  able  to  buy  some  government  bonds  to  further  the  cause  of  his  country. 
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LAURA  MABEL  MOTT 


The  first  of  the  baker’s  dozen  was  bom  on  Grandmother  Plum’s  farm,  a  short 
distance  from  Beacon,  Iowa,  October  29,  1883.  At  that  time  father  and  mother  were 
living  with  Grandmother  Plum.  This  child,  named  Laura  Mabel  Mott  was  the  only 
child  of  the  thirteen  who  was  not  born  in  the  farm  house  in  Jefferson  township. 

She  was  six  when  mother  died  and  eight  when  father  married  the  second  time. 

She  attended  school  in  the  rural  districts  until  she  was  about  fifteen.  At  that 
time  she  was  reading  from  the  Fifth  reader  and  solving  most  of  the  problems  in 
White’s  arithmetic. 

When  about  sixteen  she  left  home  to  work  for  Aunt  Mary  Pilgrim.  She  was 
there  for  a  number  of  years.  She  worked  a  number  of  seasons  at  the  canning 
factory  in  Oskaloosa,  helping  can  tomatoes.  Later  on  she  worked  as  a  cook  and 
maid  for  the  George  Ross  family,  who  were  running  a  boarding  house  and  livery 
stable  in  Buxton,  Iowa, 

On  August  17,  1909,  she  married  our  step-mother’s  brother,  Sam  Stroud.  It 
used  to  worry  us  for  a  while  trying  to  figure  out  what  relation  Mabel  and  Sam’s 
children  would  be  to  the  rest  of  us.  We  never  got  the  problem  solved,  as  they 
never  had  any  children.  They  lived  together  for  thirty  years,  Sara  died  suddenly 
of  a  heart  attack,  in  John  Elder’s  pasture,  in  the  autumn  of  1939. 

A  short  time  after  they  were  married  they  moved  to  Kansas  City,  Kansas.  For 
a  number  of  years  Sam  was  superintendent  of  the  feed  department  of  the  Kansas  City, 
Missouri,  stockyards.  Sisters  Pearl  and  Myrtle,  and  Bertha’s  daughter,  Wilma 
Elder,  all  made  their  home  with  Mabel  at  different  periods  of  time.  While  living 
there  they  attended  Business  College,  or  worked  as  secretaries  for  business  firms. 
Some  of  them  worked  as  telephone  operators.  Wilma  worked  for  some  time  in  the 
catalog  department  of  Sears,  Roebuck  and  Company. 

Sam  has  been  dead  for  more  than  twenty  years  now.  Mabel  lived  with  her 
sister,  Nora  Martin,  for  several  years  until  Nora’s  death,  October  29,  1952. 

Since  then  she  has  made  her  home  part  of  the  time  with  her  sister,  Ruth. 

She  has  always  been  kind-hearted  to  all  her  brothers  and  sisters.  She  was 
always  looking  out  for  me  when  I  was  small.  Just  like  an  older  sister  should.  She 
used  to  call  me  grandpa  and  tell  me  I  did  not  have  enough  ambition  to  go  to  a  party 
and  have  a  little  fun.  No  doubt  her  pushing  helped  me  to  put  forth  a  little  more 
effort.  When  I  heard  I  might  have  a  chance  to  go  to  school  at  the  Oskaloosa  College 
Academy,  I  made  up  my  mind  she  would  not  know  any  of  cay  plans  until  I  was  enrolled 
in  classes,  I  wanted  to  show  her  I  did  have  a  little  Git  up  and  Git. 

Mabel  worked  at  a  cafeteria  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  until  her  seventy-sixth 
birthday.  Then  she  resigned  and  came  to  Chariton  where  she  formed  a  partnership  with 
Bertha  and  bought  a  house.  She  was  busy  for  a  time  getting  moved  into  the  new  house 
and  getting  settled.  Soon  she  became  restless.  She  applied  for  work  as  a  nurse’s 
assistant  at  the  Baker  Nursing  Home  in  Chariton.  Now,  nearing  the  age  of  seventy- 
seven  years,  she  is  working  several  days  per  week  at  the  nursing  home.  For  years 
her  philosophy  has  been,  '’It  is  much  better  to  wear  out  than  to  rust  out". 

She  took^  a  great  deal  of  interest  in  church  work  while  in  Kansas  City,  She  has 
always  liked  flowers.  She  has  set  out  a  number  of  perennials,  and  seeded  several 
annual  flowers  in  her  yard  this  season. 
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Xaieroa  b©b©©B  bn©  »AlAXfla©i©q  to  ladmua  a  fuo  faa  sad  ©dS  .Biewoit  bedXI  BxaaXa 

-.aosAMs  atdf  biav  tad  ai.  a  lawoit  Ioanna 


BBRTHA  VIOLA.  MOTT 


If  a  farm  boy  cannot  be  bor.n  twins »  or  have  a  brother  about  his  own  ago,  the 
next  best  thing  is  to  have  a  sister.,  Bertha  was  Just  two  years  and  one  week  older 
than  le  Although  she  bad  to  work  in  the  houssj  and  sometiriies  liked  to  entertain 
girl  friends 8  when  I  was  not  welcomes  she  often  played  with  me. 

We  spent  hours  together  picking  wild  gooseberries,  or  blackberries,  picking 
wild  flowers  or  wild  onions  from  our  woods ..  We  often  went  horse-back  ridingo  In 
the  fall  we  gathered  haaelnuts,  hickorynuts  and  walnuts.  We  often  Jumped  rope, 
rolled  hoops,  or  went  coasting,  W©  rode  a  teeter-totter  for  hours  at  a  time.  We 
walked  together  to  and  from  the  country  school. 

Sometimes  the  morning-glories  got  rather  thick  in  our  corn  fields.  Then  father 
would  call  Bertha  and  I  to  follow  his  cultivator  and  pull  the  vines  from  the  stalks 
of  corn.  One  day  when  we  were  working  in  the  cornfield,  and  waiting  for  father  to 
come  past  with  his  cultivator,  a  large  spreading  vipor  snake  crawled  along  the 
ground,  a  short  distance  from  us. 

Father  had  no  use  for  a  snedce  of  any  kind.  He  taught  us  to  kill  every  one  we 
found.  We  had  heard  that  the  spreading  vipor  was  very  poisonous.  We  tried  to  kill 
the  snake  by  pelting  it  with  clods  of  dirt.  When  father  came  we  had  thrown  so  many 
clods  at  the  snake  that  he  was  buried,  W©  told  father  where  the  snake  was.  He  dug 
the  snake  out  and  killed  it  by  cutting  it  into  with  his  Jackknife. 

Our  old  Plano  grain  binder  did  not  have  a  bundle  carrier  attachment.  Whenever 
father  started  cutting  oats  ha  depended  upon  the  children  to  carry  the  bundles  and 
pile  them  so  he  could  set  them  into  shocks  later,  Bertha  and  I  worked  together  a 
good  many  hours  carrying  oat  bundles. 

Before  John  Elder  came  into  our  community  Bertha  and  I  often  went  to  church  or 
social  functions  together.  The  first  time  we  saw  John  was  when  he  cam©  down  from 
Des  Moines  to  visit  his  scotch  grandfathero  Mr,  Greenfield,  who  lived  about  one- 
fourth  mile  from  our  house.  One  Sunday  mother  Invited  Mr,  Greenfield  and  John  to 
take  dinner  with  us.  Mother  killed  a  big,  fat  hen.  She  stewed  the  hen  and  made 
noodles, 

John  had  been  batching  with  his  grandfather  for  several  days.  He  seemed  to 
be  pretty  hungry  that  day.  When  he  went  home  the  old  Scotchman  said,  God, 

Mon!  Ain’t  ye  never  ad  any  noodles  before^” 

A  year  or  two  later,  John  came  to  our  house  in  late  winter  and  said  he  would 
like  to  get  a  Job  as  a  farm  hand,  I  took  him  over  and  introduced  him  to  our 
neighbor  John  C,  Ross,  He  went  to  work  for  Mr,  Ross  and  worked  for  him  for  several 

months , 

A  few  days  after  John  went  to  work  for  Mr,  Ross,  Bertha  was  called  to  help 
Mrs,  Ross  with  cooking  and  housework,  Bertha  and  John  soon  got  acquainted.  During 
the” next  two  years  John  worked  for  several  different  farmers,  and  Bertha  worked  as 
a  housemaid  for  Mrs,  Dee  Hunter  and  others. 

When  Bertha  was  home  on  Sunday  evenings,  John  would  come  calling.  As  soon  as 
we  could  clear  away  the  supper  dishes,  all  the  family  would  retire  to  the  living 
room.  The  kitchen  door  would  be  shut  and  Bertha  woxild  entertain  her  young  man 
near” the  kitchen  range.  Sometimes  I  would  be  out  at  Christian  Endeavor  on  Sunday 
evening.  When  I  got  home  I  would  have  to  knock  on  the  kitchen  door  and  have  John 
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troti  iaoty  laxHag 


finlt  ^esa  CMQ  fvodjd  upltoid  a  ov43l4  ^o  ,axzt«t  i^iod  ad  toocAc'  ’^od  mat  a  tl 
latolo  ^ow  aco  Las  naev  9Sw  Ad^oH  .79t^ts  a  evaif  o:  aJ:  sajtdt  rsed  txea 

cia^7affl'!»  Jkaaiil  8CMsti'a<ir>%  haa  ,e«yod  edr  ax  alio»  of  bsii  eii0.d:si!jodrlA  .1  aadt 

.6G  dtiw  JbtixaXo  aofJo  a^Ia  .©sooiea  :^oa  sav  I  oAdw  \  BbxiaJtit  ilia 

^tai3(3l<2  4 saii^ads^oaXd  lo  t aoiTT80t<aoo.%  bXI^r  tfjf  a-’fMoh  fctA^d  aff 

fli  .a^ribii  J^oad-aeiori  fnew  aefto  eW  .tboow  lijo  moil  anoioo  blirf  io  nawoXl  ftXiw 

♦  eqoi  bsqmaj,  no^to  et  .ati/nXaw  fcaa  attinxio^^id  .nfualbtAd  ©w  XXat  adt 

aW  .eoxlt  a  Ja  srri/od  *iot  lettot-iaido^  a  obai  aW  ^caw  lo  .sQood  boIXoi 

.loodoa  yci^ajjoo  eriJ  moil  bna  lediaao^’  be:dlaw 

lad^at  ciifT  .abXoil  cioo  il^o  ci  jloXdi*  ladxat  ^G-Ca-Sfliino.'a  o il t  adoji Xaax>8 

ealXata  edi  ai:>*il  a©  liv  adX  lluq  baa  lota^ixli/o.  aid  toiiol  OJ  1  bna  adJiafl  Xiao  bXaoir 
rradtat  to!  a*i^^Xaw  bna  ,bIail,(noo  ©dt  at  ^atihcw  f?iair  ow  cadw  \ab  r^nO  .aioo  lo 
•d^  a^oXa  bsXwaio  bxsau  loqir  ^tbseaqa  aaiAl  a  .lo^atlxXtro  aid  rfii#  Xaaq^  aoioo 

*  .at/  moll  ooflaXaib  Jiode  a  ^bnuoia 

aw  eoo  XXla(  oi  at/  td^i/aX  efi  .bdlit  ^aa  lo  a  lot  ©at/  ca  bad  isdxal 

XX ii  baiii-  al  .aubfloaioq  saw  loqif  ,v>niha5*iq^  cdX  badt  biaed  !bad  oW  .bct/ol 

Xflam  oa  caoidt  bad  aw  «nao  ledtfal  aadW  .^lib  to  aboXo  dxiw  Xi  RufiXaq  yd  edaffa  ©dt 
3t/b  aE  .asw  asta^a  sdf  ©ladir  lodial  bXot  aW  .baXiird  aaa  dd  fadf  &dsn6  ddi  i-a  aboXo 

.allff^Woat  aid  ddiw  oXdi  ft  .^atffito  yd  ft  beXXid  b/ra  f^ao  oa^aua  odx 

ta?axiadf  ,^n©aidoBX^a  i©lii©'>  atbaud  a  avad  ton  bib  i«X>nid  aiais  oaJrt/‘T/ bXo  luO 
baa  aalbaud  edf  yiiao  ct  ocibXxd.^  edx  aoqo  bdbn*i|«b  ad  atjE«>  gfiiXtoo  baXiaXa  ledtal 
a  ^edf(3i^of  baafiow  I  bna  aiiiiaS  .•’•'♦■iI  adooda  ofat  rrtdX  Xo©  bXnoo  sd  04  m©/lt  ©liq 

asibaiii  xao  ^Xyiiao  aii/od  yaaa  6003 

'■  » 

10  doTt/do  of  faav  a©tto  I  baa  adXiaH  yXiatnniico  luo  oXai  aoiao  i©biS  ndoT!  ©ioi©8 
Or 'll  nwob  ©mao  ad  oedw  aa«  micli  *aa  ©w  ^X  Xaixl  ©dT  .i©dXo?jOt  aaoiXoat/t  la  r  00a 
-©flo  Xnoda  bawtl  oriw  »bl©ilfl©©iO  .lU  ,i8dxalba/>*'.a  i  ^oot  aid  Xiai/  ox  aeaioM  aoC 
oX  adol  baa  blottaea'jO  boXlTal  modfoa  yaba.a3  snO  .©Ei/od  it/o  moil  ©Xxm  dXn/ot 
abac  boa  tmd  tdf  bewats  adc  .nsii  xat  ,3iJ  3  b©  T/ id  icdXoM  .w/  dXiw  leaaxb  edaX 

.aeibooa 


ox  b©m©©B  ©H  .tyab  Xaiawaa  lot vigidXalbiiaia  b'X  aaJtdaxad  aoad  bad  adow 
.  bo«^  yW**  4  bXa©  oatadoXooa  bXo  ©dX  aatod  Xoaw  ©d  aa/'W  .y&i>  xadx  yiqfmd  yixoiq  ad 

’•taiotod  ti5{6*x;a  yaa  ba'  ia\aa  ey  x*alA  JnoM 

bXiiow  ©d  biaa  baa  laxalv  ©xai  ai  ©ai/od  iwo  ox  ©uy&:  adot  «T©XaX  owt  10  la^y  A 

li/o  oX  aid  bewiiboiXci  baa  leto  mtd  lioot  I  .boad  mal  a  aa  dot  «  tsTi  oX  ©jiti 
iaiarea  lol  oiXd  lol  bodjoa  baa  ©©ofl  *iM  tot  3*ibf>  oX  xn&w  ©H  .aacH  .0  adol  ’xodd^lea 

.adXfloa 

qXad  ot  b©XIao  adMa-fil  .©aoH  iM  lol  3{'ir>i|  ©x  ta©w  adot  tetla  ayab  wol  1 
Sfllii<»  .b©X£fiaupoa  Xoji  nuw^  ati'T.  boa  adxisd  .iiOf©.’i:*bd  bna  gaii^ooo  dXiw  aaoH  .aiM 
aa  baitiom  mdnaQ  bcM  .n^orial  xaeioHib  Xaiovoa  tol  b©3ficw  adol  aiaoy  owX  fxaa  ad T 

.a'isdXo  bna  laxaofl  ooX  ,%iJl  lot  biaoiaBLfod  a 

aa  acK.«  ©1  .3fiiXXao  mo  ..  bXt/ow  adol  .©juiadw©  yabau#  00  ©mod  aav  adXiaS  a©di 
?^!:wX  ©dX  ox  aitfbi  tLuow  ^UtoAt  ©rix  Xia  G©daib  laqqt/s  ©dx  yava  ia©io  bXaoo  ©w. 

aaa  3aAk)v  i©d  cfaXTiviii©  bX«o«  adti©a  baa  ad  bluoa  100b  aadoXial  ©dT  .mod 
yabai/ci  ao  io\ra©ba2i  AaiXaiidJ  Xi-;  Xixo  ©d  bluom  I  •-‘n)o3  » o^aai  .aadof  tii  adf  ia©a 

a/lol  ©rad  boa  locb  aodo/ii  ©dX  ao  Mooai  ox  ^»v©d  bXi/ow  I  ©a.jd  xc^  I  n®dir  '.saia©?© 


unlock  and  let  me  in.  Of  course  I  »snt  to  bed  as  scon  as  possible  after  I  got  home. 

On  January  16,  1907,  John  and  Bertha  wore  married.  After  a  few  day  ® 
with  John’s  parents  In  Dee  Moines,  this  couple  moved  to  Buxton,  Iowa,  where  o 
had  a  job  driving  a  mule  team,  hauling  supplies  for  the  big  company  s 
this  ^oh,  John  often  dro^^re  a  hearse  for  Negro  funerals u 

Bertha's  first  baby  was  born  November  £0,  1906.  She  was 
Insist  of  1909  the  family  moved  to  Das  Moines.  John  went  to  work  for  the  city 
^fcLpL.y  Fofa  ^ort  time  John  and  his  brother,  Albert,  operated  a  grocery 

store  In  Dea  Molneao 

In  January  of  191£.  the  family  moved  to  a  house  on  the  Jud  Kerr  farm  east  of 
Buitcn  and  John  got  a  Job  firing  steam  boilers  at  one  of 
dated  Coal  Company.  At  that  time  John  said  he  never  got 
miles  each  day  to  get  to  and  from  work.  He  would  put  In  a  twelve  hou  ^ 
fireman  and  tLn  he  might  work  two  shlfta  straight  before  going  heme  for  rest. 

Later  on  he  took  the  examination  for  a  steam  engineer's  state  license.  He 
worked  for  seme  years  as  hoisting  engHioer  at  No.  4  coal  mine  near  Charlton. 

For  a  while  the  family  lived  In  Chariton.  Later  they  bought  a  small  fam,  a 
few  miles  northeast  of  Chariton.  Here  they  lived  until  both  Bertha  and  John  found 
it  too  difficult  to  climb  over  the  steep  hills  and  take  oaro  of  lives  oc.. 

Balpn  was  born  August  10,  191£.  Wilma  was  born  January  5,  ^*'°^g^**'* 

born  October  4,  1916.  The  first  three  children  grew  to  adulthood  but  toroid  died 
^Hust  a  fe.  ;eeks  on  November  £4.  1916.  A  few  days  after  the  funeral,  Bertha 
wrota  me  and  saidp  '^How  empty  my  arms  feel  without  my  little  boy  = 

While  working  as  a  hoisting  engineer.  John  bec^e 
forced  to  ftivs  up  his  worku  .He  took  treatments  at  the  University  Hoopita  ^ 

Iowa  City  and  at  toxelslor  Springs,  Missouri.  He  received  some  t^pora^  relief^ 
but  for  twenty  years  he  was  practically  an  invalid.  He  died  March  3.  1963. 

age  of  WO  u 

After  the  ciiildron  were  growUp  Bertha  began  to  take  in  odd  JobSp 

cleantnr«o^L  t«-lbrao'  ocof and  baby  sitter.  At  the  same  f « 

house ,  whicn  they  bought  on  Fifth  Street  In  Charlton  when  they  sold  their  farm. 

Soon  other  troubles  were  to  come.  In  tho  smmer  of  1946,  Wilma,  no.  Mrs. 

Ivan  Gardner  ,  and  the  mother  of  two  chlldreh,  start ^  sto  ' 

carrvinc  her  young  daughter  in  her  arms  when  she  fell.  From  that  time  on  sm 
has  never  walked  normally.  She  became  a  polio  victim  lost  the 
legs.  The  only  way  she  can  walk  now  is  to  wear  heavy  metal  braces  on  both  legs 

and  use  crutches o 

When  in  her  Vltohan  she  has  to  lean  against  a  sink  or  table  wMle  she  stands 
to  do  her  work  Most  of  the  time  she  moves  about  tho  house  In  a  wheel  cj**!-^* 
hL  a  car  which  tos  been  fitted  with  hand  controls.  She  showed  me  once  ho.  she 
ctlld  drlvfiSotgh  seme  of  the  heaviest  traffic  in  Kansas  City  with  that  car.  She 
remarked.  ■'When  t  am  behind  this  wheel  I  feel  equal  to  anyone  . 

When  Wilma  flrat  conti-acted  poljo  her  mother-in-law  came 

.  «  uq,  Trt  FfaViriiiJirv  194*^  Bertha  and  John  went  to  li'if©  with  the  uaraner 

Sy!  iLy  weto  there  twenty-two' months .  Bertha  took  care  of  the  house  and  John 
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^  etiti  Mwol  ,aoiXii8  fisvorc  ef^joo  e;n#  .  tooXoM  ?ea  ai  67,307/5^  a’ndol  dfhm 
no  .^cda  ,ae,«,o  sM  ed,  .o,  eeu,,.,  ^ 

.Mlant,ajt  oiseM  lol  i.v.a»ed  a  eroii.  aedlb  adol  .do;  »ld# 


nl  .aiieT  tomSn  see  ade  .floex  .OS  ie.-(s».-oH  aiod  ea«  vdad  a-ayt^^a 

xno  ed#  10S  dlto.  of  tae»  ajol  ..aatoH  a»0  ot  b.rervriMl'SreSat^^^  f  a 

T.«o,8  a  be#a,e,o  .taedXA  .,ed#o,d  aXd  boa  adob  eJ“ 

.«suroM  tidU  ai  ©lols 


-XXocfl^  »»  Xtiuraal  ol 

X«ere.  beSXe,’ eH  Jo»''^Lea  Tt" 

.a  nxde  xood  or,e;'^ors  ::ix‘ 

.#.ei  Tot  ead,d  soios  e-ioled  e,!;,,,  o.t  w6.  Msxm  ;d  4edt  baa^a^^n 


aom^S  ^=ot  ad  no  wt/U 

.nodtiana  ,aoa  ea.o  Xaoo  ♦  .od  #a  loanijiaa  snXiEtori  !,a  aiai-^  »a»a  aoX  beWiow 


h^oor^ofb?  nonaadO  nt  tavXX  ad*  aXidr  a  xol 

tfootoem  ir  ««  '-•■  -'..n-dtioa  eeXia.  .at 

.aaottOTiX  to  Mao  «sa#  baa  aXXld  qeaU  ad#  tovo  da£Xo  tiuoitltfc  oo#  li 


f.iiw  MotaS  bos  ,  4 5  Cioj  ^/i*  *1P  -’.'/o;  r»f  ^  a  ^ 

baU  bXoaaH  ,ad  boodti.ba  o#  .Mg  ...tbXido  aMd^ui:  r^ad^  a,od 

.n»ae  V^ab  «1  A  .bXW  ,ad.>.vo1  ao 

.  xod  eXTtxx  vm  JuodJt.  Xeat  una  x-  <  Mae  .o«'  baa  »a,  a#o-i. 


Z  leftot^yi  T"  .teoaxaaa  suria.oa  a  -.a  snidxo.  eX.dW 

taiia-i  j(oo#  aH  .jito»  aid  qa  ov/a  ot  baaio' 

•;#  kI  T:  *“  .Xt^ouetM  .^st.^qa  xo^.-Xarra  bnf  x^0  ^ol‘ 

t«  .saei  .b  t,xb  ab  .buatax  aa  xXtMxtoatq  .a,  ad  ataax  ^oWad 

'  •O*' ^  Gtdl  lo  <fgO 


ad  au  «»•  noxbCXdo  edJ  xe»tA 


*Ta\f  aa.TJ^t  xla^/  '  “f  nay  I 

4frd^:d^“ 

\,  .£yjw  oJ  Si.  Won  uXs«r  aso  «>/fc  x^«  <Xao  siiT  .4t?jeX 

•  cudoJixno  ssa  Las 


Xe^:  f  ^  . al 

©iis  wod  (,:>no  ma  ^  Of 

•dS  .lAj  7^1  xiTiw  vtio  M  jaX  n'  osi/rit  at#od  aAd  *c>td%  Tiio  s  sad 

a7i.  xno  M.osX  Aa  atltS7t  J.„errsod  ,>at  1^  nj»r>«  dsuo^dr  f,»n5  tti^o:, 

eaoxaB  o3  isupi,  laot  I  ^udj  toidsd  .tui  i  aadlf”  .toihsooi 


adol  DOS  •sixjo  o  i»  In  97^^  ik^oi  uiit-»4»a  d  ,\xtD^\  too  onuod 

a  OJ.  10  S7sa  Ikio^  uu^nsa  .sd^oojD  osj-t^nssj  s^sdx  Oisw  xt^dT  .xiimat 


did  80010  garden  work.  At  the  end  of  their  stay.  Wilma  was  getting 

^diSp  Z  bL  could  do  the  cooking  and  other  work  about  the  house.  Bertha  and 

John  returned  to  their  home  in  Chariton. 

Bertha  spent  two  or  three  years  in  Oskaloosa  after  John's  ^ 

housemaid  for  two  or  three  different  families.  Then  she  returned 
lived  alone  in  the  house  on  Fifth  Street  until  Dec^ber  of  1969 

tired  from  her  work  at  a  cafeteria  in  Kanoas  City  in  the  fall  of  1969.  Braden 

cLrlton  and  the  two  widows  fonned  a  partnership  and  bou^t  a  ^ 

A^nue  in  Charlton.  Here  they  live  together.  Bertha  still  takes  in  odd  Jobs,  as 
bibv  sitter  or  nald.  Mabel  works  part  time  at  the  Baker  Nursing  Home  Both  the 
gtrls  a« Interested  in  their  garden  and  flowers.  They  have  a  very  nice  appearing 

lawn  this  simmer  of  1960. 
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NORA  GRACB  MOTT 


When  we  think  of  any  large  family  we  cannot  help  being  impressed  with  the  way  the 
different  members  of  that  family  are  effected  by  the  fortunes  of  life.  Out  of  the 
thirteen  children  of  my  father ®8  family,  one  seemed  destined  to  be  vei*y  unfortunate, 

Nora  was  the  first  child  of  father’s  second  marriage.  She  was  born  NoTeciber 
15,  1892o  I  was  not  quite  five  years  old,  I  remember  waking  one  morning  and  find- 
ing  myself  in  bed  with  my  two  older  sisters.  Our  bed  was  in  the  kitchen.  The  door 

to  the  living  room  was  closed.  Soon  we  heard  a  noise  which  we  thought  was  made  by 

a  cat  outside  the  house,  A  few  minutes  later  father  came  into  our  room  and  told  us 

we  had  a  baby  sister.  We  realized  later  that  the  cat  we  heard  was  the  cry  of  the 

new  baby. 

When  she  was  only  a  few  months  old,  Mabel,  Bertha,  and  I  got  scarlet  fever. 

The  baby  also  got  it.  The  rest  of  us  recovered  with  little  difficulty,  but  Nora 
got  some  kind  of  gathering  in  her  throat  and  the  doctor  had  to  lance  it,  Nora  never 
seemed  to  be  as  strong  as  the  other  children,  For  several  years  she  was  troubled 
with  poor  eyes.  Father  spent  a  lot  of  time,  and  quite  a  little  money,  having  her 
eyes  treated.  She  always  seamed  to  have  some  special  throat  trouble. 

I  began  teaching  at  the  Brock  school  house,  a  few  miles  east  and  north  of 
Bussey,  Iowa,  in  Septanber,  1910,  After  a  few  weeks  I  put  on  a  box  social  at 
the  school,  one  Friday  evening. 

It  was  customary  at  that  time  for  each  young  lady,  who  attended  the  social, 
to  bring  a  cardboard  box  filled  with  lunch  for  two.  The  box  could  be  decorated 
in  any  way  that  suited  the  lady’s  fancy.  The  young  men,  at  this  affair,  were 
supposed  to  bid  at  auction  on  the  box  each  one  wished  to  buy.  The  boys  were  not 
supposed  to  know  whose  box  was  being  sold  until  it  was  bought  and  paid  for.  Then 
it  could  be  opened  and  the  name  of  the  lady  would  be  found  inside.  Sometimes,  in 
order  to  make  sure  the  lady  would  eat  with  her  regular  beau,  she  might  decorate 
the  box  in  a  certain  way  and  tell  her  beau  what  the  box  looked  like  before  the 
bidding  started.  If  other  young  men  suspected  a  man  was  quite  anxious  to  buy  a 
certain  box,  they  would  bid  up  the  price  and  make  him  pay  dearly  for  the  privilege 
of  eating  with  his  steady, 

Nora  came  to  my  box  social  and  brought  a  box.  One  of  the  boys  in  my  grade 
school  bought  it,  I  was  boarding  with  Arthur  Martin’s  family  that  winter,  Arthur 
bought  a  box  belonging  to  one  of  my  grade  school  girls.  He  made  a  trade  with  the 
boy  who  bought  Nora’s  box.  In  this  way  Arthur  and  Nora  ojet  for  the  first  time. 

Almost  immediately  the  courtship  began.  They  were  married  February  17,  1912, 

For  one  year  they  lived  on  a  rented  farm.  Both  became  dissatisfied  with  farm 
life,  so  they  began  to  look  around  for  other  means  of  livelihood,  Sam  and  Mabel 
Stroud  had  lived  in  Kansas  City  for  a  number  of  years  and  Nora  and  Arthur  decided 
to  move  down  there,  . 

For  a  while  they  lived  in  a  house  near  the  Strouds,  Later  they  moved  to  the 
part  of  Kansas  City,  Kansas,  known  as  Queen’s  Gardena,  Here  they  had  room  to  have  ' 
a  big  garden  and  raise  tame  rabbits,  Arthur  worked  for  a  printing  company  in 
Kansas  City,  Missouri,  and  commuted  to  work  by  street  car. 

Two  little  girls  came  to  their  home.  The  oldest  was  named  Vera  and  the 
youngest  was  Eunice,  After  a  few  years  the  family  moved  to  another  house,  situated 
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YXOU  gOijlD  jqo^ 

a/ii-  dttw  Aaaaoiqaii  qXad  toaano  ew  xXimat  agiai  xr*  to  ^lils:  a«  nad* 

ed^  to  ?u0  .at XX  to  aadiitiOl  adt  x^  b&tootta  a^ia  vXt.-isat  tadf  to  9ffxLv&a  yneiottib 
.•^arii/tioti5if  x'lav  ©rf  bealtu^b  batifvaa  ©ao  .xlxcwt  aWsil^at  xn  Ai?'ibiido  aao/'tXdt 

TadcBfrirod  fl-xod  baw  adS  .aj^aXiiaJJ  bcooaa  a’Tvd^at  .to  bXXdo  qbv  aroH 

•bait  baa  salcnfoo  aao  sxilJia*  ledmaoiDi  X  ^bXo  «n£»^*x  av  ti  etlyp  ^oa-aan  I  S€3X  ,31 
aoofc  adT  ,a«*rfotXd  ed^  oX  ea>r  bad  luO  .eieJ^aXo  i<36Xo  o»^  vj®  dXta  oBd-at  tiaax®  8^*^ 
Xd  abao)  aav  Xdgi/ndi  aw  daXdw  aaloa  a  biaed  aw  nocS  .jboecio  saw  osooi  i^ivsS.  edt. 

Bu  bio j  b«a  mooi  lao  oXal  acoeo  ‘sadtat  i&^aX  GeX^ycioi  wot  A  .oat/ori  edt  able^oo  tao  a 

edj  to  '{TO  adt  aaa  braod  aw  *ao  adX  tad^  i&tai  bj.iiXaoT  off  ..-laJaia  xdad  a  bad  aw 

ydad  wea 

,To?at  XalTaoa  I  boa  .ad^TtoQ  ^iadaM  ,bXo  sdXaoru  wet  a  xXno  aaw  ada  aadW 

aioH  tvd  tXdlmlTtlb  BltJil  dttw  boToTooeT  ai;  to  taoT  edT  ,xi  Jcjg  oaXa  xdad  odT 

lawea  aroH  .iX.aonaX  bad  lofoct  edt  boa  J^aoidl  ltd  al  aaliadX^as  to  bald  exica  jog 
bolduoit  saw  aaa  aiaax  Xaieraa  lot  .aoTbXido  ladJo  adif  aa  snor^a  aa.  ad  ot  bamaa 
led  gal?ad  ,x^5no(n  rtittlX  a  ettup  baB  ,eajit  to  toX  a  Xoaqa  ladtB*"^  .aaxa  iooq  dtlw 
.eXdi/oiX  XaoidX  XaXoaqa  acioa  e?ad  Qf  ’v^rwaa  ax^Vla  aoc«  .baX^aeii^  aaxo 

to  dXiofl  baa  Xaaa  aoXla  wat  a  .eejod  locdoa  doorS  edt  te  saldoaoX  o^ed  I 
te  Xaiooa  zod  a  ao  tuq  I  adaew  wet  a  lom  .OXei  ,iadfnstqa3  al  .awol  ,\9bbuS 

.gjlosTe. vabiit  eao  .ioodoa  adt 

,  Xaiooa  adt  babaei'ta  odw  ,xbaX  goiKJX  doae  io\  ooit^  Xadt  ^a  x^oaczsi/o  aaw  Xl 
betaiooob  ad  bXi/oo  xcd  adt  .  ,owi  lot  daaaX  diiiw  baXiit  xod  biaodbiao  a  gniid  of 
aisw  »Tiatta  eXdt  fa  .noto  gnaox  adT  a^bal  edi  baiXi/a  fsdt.  xav  xaJ*  dl 

toot  eiew  axod  adT  ,xdd  of  badaiw  aco  doae  xod  edf  ao  aoJtfojja  fa  bid  of  baaoqqua 
.fled  .lot  biaq  baa  tdgaod  atw  ti  Xlfau  bloa  Jsniod  a'<w  xod  eaodw  wond  et  baaoqqtfa 
ai  .aamliecnoa  .ablanX  ba^fct  ed  bluow  x^>aX  «dt  to  emisa  adt  bna  boaaqo  ad  bXtroo  Xi 
eiaiooab  tdal®  ade  ,i/aed  laXugai  led  dftw  taa  bfi/ow  xbaX  edt  oTua.  ai^ajj  o^  labio 
adt  aiotad  ©dil  badooX  xod  adt  tadw  iraad  iwd  XJet  baa  xaw  aiatrao  a  oi  xod  edt 
»  X^^d  ot  BuotxcB  atiup  saw  oam  a  batoaqai/a  aeci  g^m/ox  ladto  tl  .botiata  a^Xbbld 
agallwliq  edt  lot  yliaob  x^q  mid  baa  aoiiq  odt  qu  bid  bfi/ow  xadt  ,xod  oiatieo 

.X^aata  aid  dtlw  gcitae  to 

1  '  ' 

BbBTs  Vn  dX  «XO<^  adJ  to  enO  .xod  a  tdgi/oid  baa  Xaiooa  xod  x®  ot  aoioo  aioH 
ii/dtiA  .latalw  tadt  x-^tnwt  a'aitiaM  ludtiA  dtiw  anlbiaod  aaw  I  .ti  tdaaod  Xoodoi 
edt  dtiw  ebait  a  abaco  eH  .aXiig  ioodoa  efcaig  x®  'o  eao  ot  laalsaolad  xod  a  tdguod 
.aciit  iaiit  adt  lot  tom  aio«  baa  ii/dtiA  yaw  aidt  iiX  ,xod  a'aic'd  tdgi/od  odw  yod 
,SICX  ,Vl  xiaiiidet  bal'tzacD  aiew  yedT  .oaijed  qidft/iaoo  edt  x*^®taibacwni  taotnXA 

anat  dtXw  baltaitaaaib  aaiaoed  dtoH  .a«at  betaei  a  ao  ba?iX  x®dt  laex  aao  io« 

XadaM  bna  moB  .boodiXartX  to  adaefo  ledto  io\  bouoia  iooX  ot  aaged  x«dt  oa  ,8tii 
babioab  ii/dtiA  baa  aioM  baa  aiaex  to  ledox/a  6  lot  >(tlO  oBBaaM  al  barll  bad  bucnfS 

.aiedt  avcb  aroa  of 

ad?  ot  b^Oflt  ^-yfad  .abuoita  edt  naeoi  aai/cd  a  al  befiX  XBdf  aXidv  a  to? 

awad  ot  tJooi  baa  x®f^t  aieH  .aaabiaO  a*aeeo'9  aa  awoaji  .uaaaal  »xti^  aaaotaX  to  ti»q 
al  yiaqaicm  goitniiq  a  lot  bediow  ludJiA  .atiddoi  a'nat  aeiai  baa  aebiag  gid  a 

lao  taaxfa  'fd  dlow  ot  batcraiDOD  baa  .iiuoaaiM  ,xtiO  aasaaS 

adt  Uxa  aieV  bsojiui  aaw  taabXo  eriT  ^tmyd  ixadt  ot  amao  aXiig.aXttiX  owT 
f>9isnfla  ,9B:(od  ledaoaa  ot  bafo®  xiXraat  edt  aiaex  lettA  .eoioea  aaw  taagpi/ox 


on  what  was  then  highway  Noo  40 « 

Vera  had  been  going  to  school  for  a  few  years  when  Eunice  started  to  attend 
another  school o  One  evening  one  of  the  neighbor  ladies  brought  Eunice  hocoe  in 
her  caro  It  happened,  when  the  lady  stopped  her  car  in  front  of  Nora's  house, 
that  Eunice  stepped  out  of  the  car  just  in  time  to  be  struck  and  killed  by  a 
car  which  was  coming  up  from  behindo  This  tragedy  occurred  November  17,  1925o 
It  was  a  terrible  shock  to  Nora,  Vera  and  Arthur „ 

Arthur  died  of  a  kidney  ailment  in  1933,  A  short  time  after  his  death, 

Nora  sold  the  house  where  they  were  living  and  moved  to  another  house  on  Mills 
Street  in  Kansas  City,  Kansas o  Here  Nora  and  Vera  lived  for  some  years  and  made 
a  living  by  taking  in  washings  and  ironings o  They  also  established  a  regular 
business  in  the  sale  of  home-^made  bread,  rolls,  cinnamon  rolls  and  cookies. 

Vera  graduated  from  high  school  the  same  year  Arthur  diedo  She  seemed  to 
have  quite  a  little  cousical  talent,  but  she  developed  epileptic  seizures.  She 
spent  the  last  twelve,  or  more  years  of  her  life  in  a  special  institution  in 
another  city  of  Kansas . 

Nora  continued  to  live  in  the  house  on  Mills  Street  for  two  or  three  years 
after -Vera  went  awayo  Then  she  sold  her  house  and  bought  a  bigger  one  on  Wood 
Avenue,  Kansas  City,  Kansas.  When  she  did  not  have  the  kitchen  cabinets  and 
closets  she  wanted,  she  took  carpenter  tools  and  made  thoiie  Sister  Mabel  tells 
me  Nora  was  a  very  goo'd  cabinet  makero  This  house  was  large  enough  that  Nora 
rented  two  or  more  apartments o  Sister  Mabel  lived  in  one  of  them  for  several 
years  until  Nora's  death „ 

Sometime  before  Arthur  died  Nora  began  to  have  trouble  with  her  hearing. 

She  bought  a  hearing  aid  and  later  had  a  special ^ear  operation,  but  for  several 
years  she  was  totally  deafo  In  addition  to  the  loss  of  hearing  she  lost  the 
sight  of  one  eye.  For  some  time  she  suffered  much  from  arthritis.  Death  came 
suddenly,  from  a  heart  attack,  on  the  evening  of  October  29,  1952.  She  lacked 
less  than  one  month  of  being  sixty  years  old. 

In  spite  of  all  her  troubles,  those  who  knew  her  best  said  she  never  seemed 
to  complain  about  her  lot,  but  remained  cheerful  until  the  last.  One  of  her 
hobbies  was  making  a  collection  of  ’'hot  holders’'. 

The  superintendent  of  the  institution  where  Vera  was  living  was  notified 
of  Nora's  death.  He  stated  Vera  was  not  in  physical  condition  to  attend  her 
mother's  funeral.  In  1955,  Vera  died  at  the  age  of  forty^two.  This  ended  the 
lives  of  a  most  unfortunate  family.  The  family  owned  a  three  grave  burial  lot 
in  the  cemetery.  Since  it  was  filled  by  the  first  to  go,  Vera  had  to  be  buried 
in  another  cemetery,  in  a  different  part  of  the  city. 
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»Oifr  ,oM  ooilcT  saw  tarfir  ao 

taatfs  ot  fcotfua/o  •oiai/*  awiw  wab-<  wot  a  t;o1  SoodOB  of  sotcy^  nood'  fcari  a*i»V 
fll  ocaod  td^iJcnd  o^lbal  'rocm^loo  Adf  to  bho  snlrreve  otfC  «ibc^'oo  lOjd^ooA 

.oouod  «*a*ioH  to  Sao*il  ai  lao  led  fcoqqotw  yijal  sd^  aedi  .Jboaoqcioa  ,iao  toil 
a  ^>oXXl3l  ^aB  :ilox/t^a  od  of  awlt  ct  #8u(,  too  odt  to  Xoq  boqcjijta  oolox/lt  tadt 
.Oa»^X  «VX  todnjoroM  fcoituoso  'ibe^it  aXdT  >baided  aott  qt;  aaiiDoo  eaw  dordw  tao 

,ti/ditA  two  ato7  :Jooda a  saw  ll 

,  dlaefc  aid  amif  TT^oda  A  ,£CQX  joX  ^ntiallA  y^abi^l  e  to  bo  lb  iDdttA 

alllM  ao  08i/od  ’todfona  ot  bovcm  baa  aal/iX  otow  v«»dt  otedw  '33aod  wdX  bXoa  atoM 
obaai  baa  naox  Litton  tot  bowii  ateV  ana  atoM  otoH  .aaoaai  aaaaai  al  loot^S 

taXi^'^ot  a  bedalldataa  oaXa  \arfT  .agaiooti  baa  ej^ldeaw  ai  gai^t  ^d  salv.tx  a 
.eoijlooo  baa  aXXot  aomanoXo  ^aXXot  ,baotd  obaaj-oaiod  to  oXaa  edt  ai  OBoalai/d 

baowoB  aiia  .bolb  ludnX  laox  «aiaa  oil.+  Xoodoa  dgid  tnott  bo*#:;bntj5  atoY 
ad0  .aetaiXoa  nXtqoXXqe  b©qoXo/ob  ada  >ud  ^  taoia^^-Iaolaom  Blfttl  a  aStup  afad 
at  aottatttBai  lalooq*  a  oX  etXI  lod  to  wtaox  aiom  to  ^ovie#/  x^wal  odt  taeqs 

.aaaaa2  to  xXXo  ted^oaa 

Btaox  aotri^  to  oat  tot  XeatdS  tXXXM  no  eai/od  adt  nl  owXX  boaaltaoa  atoM 
boot  DO  ©oo  «  tdauod  baa  vauod  ted  hXOB  odn  aedT  .x^a  Xaow  atoV- taxta 

baa  wXoatdao  aadottd  odx  o?ad  Xoa  bib  ode  aodW  .eaaaa^  oaaaaH  .©aaovA 

•XXot  lodaM  toXexe  ,medf  ebaa  baa  aXooX  toX’aoqtoo  iloot  oda  <boXaow  ode  aieeolo 
arioM  Xadt  ds^ooao  ©ataX  saw  aayod  aidT  .teAa©  Xoa  tdao  booa  y;iB,v  a  aaw  atoM  em 
Xatovoa  tot  toadi  to  oao  ai  bowiX  XodaM  teXaiS  .aXaecoXtaqa  ato®  to  dwX  botaot 

•dxaob  e*atoM  XiXnu  ataox 

.aaitaod  ted  dtxw  eiduotx  ov^  oX  ainsod  atoM  b;*lb  tadXti.  etotod  ociiXomoQ 
Xatoroft  tot  Xad  ,aoiXatoqo  tae'xalooqa  a  bad  total  baa  bia  a  Xd^ood  ed2 

odX  XjioX  ode  to  eaoX  odX  oX  nolXibba  ul  taob  xlla^ot  saw  ©de  ,ata©x 

eciea  dtaeQ  .r:iXltdXta  cjott  doirtn  bototti/a  ode  omit  ^^uiob  tot  .©xe  ©ao  to  xd^ta 
bo^oaX  ad8  ud^X  ,9S  tedoXoO  to  fiaioov©  edX  ao  ^doaJ^ta  Xtaad  a  iboti  ,vXfl©bbi/8 

•bio  ataox  xtxle  j^ied  to  dtacm  oao  aodx  aaol 

* 

beoieoa  lavea  ode  Maw  Xeod  tod  woad  odw  esodX  ,aeIdaotX  ted  XXa  to  oX'iqa  aX 

tod  to  oaO  .teal  odX  XiXnu  Xattoodo  baataaan  tad  ,XoX  t«d  tuoda  aialqmoo  oX 

.  ^atebXod  Xod^  to  aolSoolloo  a  gv  iHaa  bbv»  aoiddod 

baitlXoa  eaw  aairiX  nam  fit© V  ©t odw  aoiXuXiXeoi  sdX  to  XasbaeXaitsqaa  anT 
it>d  baexta  ox  aoiXibaoo  X-aiX«xdq  ai  toa  eaw  ataV  i^*£Sb  ©H  .dxaob  a^atoil  to 
adx  bodae  .owX-x^'JC't  to  ojm  ©dX  Xa  beib  at©V  ,-3cwX  al  .iataant  a'todxom 

XoX  Lattvd  avAt>^  ^otdx  a  benw</  -limat  edT  .vXina&'i  ©Jxiai/Xtotna  Xaoc:  a  to  aeviX 
boiti/d  ad  oX  bad  atoY  ,oa  oX  xatit  edX  xd  beXXit  wair  xi  ooniS  .x^oXonjOD  sdX  ai 

'  .vxio  odX  to  Xtoq  Xaotottib  a  al  ^x^oXoaieo  todXoaa  ai 
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ZIBA  DALE  MOM 


The  early  part  of  March,  1894,  was  quite  mild  and  pleasant.  The  fields  were 
dry  and  in  fine  shape  for  culti’^ration.  Father  took  advantage  of  these  conditions 
to  get  most  of  his  oat  crop  seeded.  On  the  morning  of  the  twenty-first,  the  tem¬ 
perature  had  dropped  way  below  freezing.  There  was  a  strong  wind  from  the  north¬ 
west.  The  tempemture  remained  so  low  for  several  days  that  father  had  to  re¬ 
seed  a  good  part  of  the  oats  field. 

On  that  cold,  blustery  morning,  Ziba  Dale  was  born.  It  seems  now  the  weather 
that  morning  almost  foretold  the  life  of  that  baby  boy.  His  was  a  life  of  action, 
quick  decisions,  a  number  of  triumphs,  and  defeat  by  early  death. 

Almost  from  the  start  he  seemed  to  be  the  kind  of  individual  who  could  look 
out  for  himself.  He  had  just  barely  learned  to  walk  and  talk  when  Grandmother 
Plum  carne  to  visit  us.  Once  or  twice  the  baby  fell  down  and  grandmother  said, 

'*0o  0®  Jump  up.  Don’t  cry,'*  When  he  fell,  a  short  time  later,  grandmother  was 
amused  to  hear  him  say,  ”0®  0®  Jump  up.  Don’t  cry.*’  A  few  months  later  he 
learned  to  play  that  empty  spools  were  his  horses.  One  day  mother  caught  him 
unwinding  a  spool  of  thread  and  saying,  *’I®11  soon  have  a  new  mare.’’*  Mother 
grabbed  the  spool  and  Ziba  did  not  get  the  new  mare  for  a  few  days. 

When  I  came  home  from  school,  one  cold  winter  day,  Ziba  met  me  at  the  door 

and  said,  ’’Poppy  hit  me  in  the  head  with  the  ax  today*’.  Father  had  been  working, 
just  outside  the  kitchen  door,  repairing  the  old  wood  sled  he  used  for  hauling 
barrels  of  water.  He  had  taken  a  single  bitted  ax  and  was  svfingiiig  it  to  use  the 

blunt  end  as  a  haraner  to  knock  the  old  sled  to  pieces.  He  had  no  idea  any  of  the 

children  were  outside  the  house  until  Ziba  opened  the  kitchen  door,  just  in  time 
to  be  struck  in  the  head  with  the  sharp  end  of  the  ax.  He  was  lucky  the  ax  was 
one  used  for  chopping  ice  and  not  sharp  enough  to  cut  wood,  also  he  was  far  away 
from  father  that  he  was  struck  very  lightly.  However,  there  was  a  scar  left  on 
the  boy®s  forehead  for  several  years. 

During  the  first  three  years  mother  dressed  Ziba  in  a  dress  and  he  wore 

the  most  beautiful,  long,  yellow  curls.  It  was  a  little  hard  to  cut  those  curls 

and  let  him  become  a  real  boy. 

■< 

The  first  fall  he  started  to  school  he  was  going  bare-footed.  The  floor  of 
the  school  house  was  of  hard  pine  and  had  Uiany  splinters.  In  just  a  few  days 
Ziba  complained  that  one  of  his  feet  hurt.  The  folks  looked  at  his  foot  very 
carefully  but  found  nothing  wrong.  Two  or  three  weeks  later,  after  the  foot 
had  swelled  quite  a  little,  a  wood  aplinter  two  or  three  inches  long  came  out 
of  the  bottan  of  the  foot. 

It  seemed  to  me  he  got  hurt,  or  sick,  more  often  than  any  other  member  of 
the  family.  Whenever  we  had  some  new  kind  of  food  he  was  apt  to  overeat  and  get 
sick,  as  he  did  when  he  ate  two  dozen  eggs  on  Easter  Sunday,  or  when  he  ate  too 
much  comb  honey  the  day  we  cut  the  first  bee  tree. 

One  year  he  had  measles  in  January.  He  went  to  work  at  a  new  location  and 
here  the  family  had  just  recovered  froQi  measles,  so  he  took  measles  again.  He  had 
measles  twice  in  a  period  of  three  mouths. 

He  sometimes  got  hurt  because  his  judgoent  was  not  good.  One  day  he  was  out 
at  the  wood  pile  chopping  wood.  He  thought  his  younger  brother,  Wesley,  could 
help  him,  so  he  said,  ’’Wesley,  I  will  tie  a  string  onto  the  end  of  this  ax  handle. 
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«5XeJtl  t>dT  baa  bXlcn  otXup  aaw  .do't^AI  "tc  ioeq 

aaol&lbaoti  c*t.^ii^  f^Sisa/t^a  )^o<  s  .ool j<irX^Iiio  lol  ©q/ida  e:ri'i  at  bae  \rb 

-(mt  ad^.  , ^a-i.ll-\t/i»w J  t>dJ’  to  f^ata'ica  adt  aO  .laly^aa  qoio  iao  old'.lp  taoiB  oS 
-dtrLoa  ftiDal,  balw  a  ana  e'l-^dT  »oX6d  t.oqqo'xr)  »?nitirioq 

-«*i  .'d“  ^ild  *ta!it9\  tedt  &\&b  X/navda  lot  #0/  os  tyHitacae'i  oiwfA'i^q cas'd’  sriT  ,dad» 

•  fcXf  I'l  ■id’ so  Gii*  lo  iix^q  boo^  s  boon 

^*?dtAew  uni  woa  a:?a9a  ll  .mod  as#  sIsC  sdiS  ^jinirr'XfO]  xisdctild  »bloo  dadj  nO 
,aoi^jA  ^  oliC  A  naa  e  tH  .xod  \dsd  dsdd  sIXT  ©rtd  Modsio^  .lecJuXs  ^imoTB  JadJ 

.dissb  X'°^  daalsb  tas  ,adq{miif  lo  'xodatja,  a  ,  o.aoialaah  ^olup 

^ool  bXix^o  odw  laublf  ibat  to  boiDi  od^  ed  od  sii  disin  edt  mc*it  fsocalA 

TedtombninO  nod#  3(isd  bns  aliew  od  bso'issX  \,XanA'j  dai/t  bad  oil  ,tl9aaitd  lot  tuo 
,blss  'iSddoaibns'Q  bcis  nif'C-b  XIsl  x^^^  exld  solsd  lo  eonO  ,au  dXaivr  od  scr^  ou;!'? 
as^  isridcorfyiaig  ^^,oSal  ocnis  d'lode  fl  •XXsl  od  aodit  ^.x'lo  d'aoCI  ,qi;  qoK/V*  !0  JO” 
ad  Tr -aX  sddofom  not  A  ”,x^J>  d*aoO  ,qu  qrui/L  ‘0  *.0*  ,x^^®  *ta&d  od  bsaiidid 
ffild  dci$uso  "oildooj  x^^>  .soaiod  eW  d*!©*  aXcoqs  dadd  x*^Xq  od  bamosX 

leddoM  ".sisfo  won  s  orad  ncoo  £1*1^  baa  b^oidd  lo  Xooqa  s  ;^alhai'*nu  •: 

,SX>^  *  *10^  oism  woa  odd  doy  don  fctb  sdiil  fans  Xooq'a  adr  boddsi?^ 

.  ,  1 

loofa  ©dd  fa  oca  dxn  adx£  ,x^^5  'XodnXw  5Joo  one  .loodoa  Looil  &n»d  oijao  T  aad'JI  . 

.^aUdow  nood  Lad  lodfa^  .‘'X^fc'Od  xja  odd  ddiw  boon  odd  nt  om  i td  xqq:**!'  ,bl3»  Laa 

t-^nlXuaii  nol  boai;  od  ho[^  faoow  Mo  odd  *ioob  nadoXXj£  arid  ©biatuo  dsu(,  ! 

od3  oiwj  cd  dX  SB#  bns  xa  boddid  ol^aia  a  nsjfc.^  bsd  oH  .'idds/r  tc  aXai'i-id  J 

sad  to  XUS  sofaX  on  fisd  oSi  .aspoiq  od  hola  Lio  sdX  >'*>0^)/  od  lonijuid  s  eft  fano  dfl»»Xd  | 

otniX  at  daa^  ,1006  oododt>I  ©ad  •bdn€>qo  adiiS  Xidaij  oayod  odd  obtaduo  oaew  cs'i.'Xido  j 

e.r.i  xA  odd  x^ai  as«  eU  .xs  odd  lo  bqo  qisaa  ©jld.  ddtw  bsoa  sdd  a’  ^otnts  od  od  ij 

isl  SB**  ©4  osXs  ,ix3ow  dw3  cd  d^uoa©  qTS^la  joa  bao  oai  jjniqqodo  ici  bcaa  ©no 
no  dlol  'zsDs  a  aaw  saa^d  ^isrswoU  .xXdd3tX  x^ov  Joirrts  asw  -mI  dou-  'loddsl  ala'll 

XsievroQ  10I  bjD©d&*icl  add 

©now  od  bns  assib  s  at  odt-  b©«c.eab  qsddooi  a^isox  s©^dd  daitl  odd  jjnt'u.'Q 
aiito  ©aorid  duo  od  faTsd  eXddtX  s  asw  dl  .eXiuo  wdIXox  tSiooX  ,Xi/ltduaod  teo<s  odd 

•  Xod  isai  's  oajoosd  n:ld  dal  bns 

lo  looll  ©dT  .fasdool-e'isd  j^nto^  rsir  ari  Xoodoe  od  bo^i/j-^a  od  XXsl  da'itl  odT 

e\sfa  w©l  s  d«Hat  nl  .ft'iadaiXqa  xama  bod  baa  antq  faisd  lo  esw  aeued  loodos  odd 
Xi&v  dool  aid  ds  faoMooi  a-^Xol  ©dl'  .dxi/d  do».'^  atd  jao  dsdd  baatslqmoo  sdt5 
dool  ©dd  lodla  ^lodsl  biosw  s#'i^  d  10  owf  .jjnoiw  jsntddon  faituol  dud  vXXula^so 
duo  emoo  vjaoX  aedoni  cwvidd  tcc  ow  l  'xadatXqs  beew  »  ,  widdXX  a  udiup  boXXo^^  bsd 

.doct  odd  lo  nodded  odd  Ic 

lo  lednsoi  noddo  x<^«  asdf  aedlo  uTom  .slots  no  .-d*f/jd  .fojn  od  eta  od  Lbatoan  dl 
dojj  fans  dsoipvo  od  dqs  asw  od  bool  lo  batx  wan  ot:»ou  bjad  aw  navsntad^  .XXtcittl  c'dd 
ood  ads  ed  nadw  70  ,x«fanu2  ts;7  j4  no  ojigs  noaob  owd  sds  ad  nadw  bib  sd  as  ,ioi« 

.'uund  oad  d^tl  ©iid'juo  sw  x^  ©dd  \oaod  dtjooo  doum 

baa  aolfQC‘Ol  waa  a  .t  drow  od  dnsi  sK  .^suasL  ni  4aXis©fij  bad  ©d  'fisax  ©b® 
bad  un  .aic^a  aalea<c>a\  rf-K  /  ad  oa  yUblaaeoi  u.o*rl  bsneveoo'i  daut,  bsd  X-^Xoisl  add  siod 

.adduOiQ  eM?idd  lo  boiioq  a  al  aotwd  a©Ias<ini 

duo  asw  au  \ab  snO  .boQ^^  doa  as«  SaOiVS^bui  atd  ©auscaci  diud  dog  e©o)Xd*)(not  ad 

biuoo  ,x©Xssf  ,7-dicTd  "fuj^nox  atd  ddjnuodd  ofl  .bc»ow  ,'^atqqado  aXiq  boo«  add  ds 
.sXboAC  IS  a/dJ  Ic  ban  ©ad  o.*no  snlnta  s  atd  ill#  X  .x^XboW”  .falsa  ad  oe  .aiid  qXad 


When  I  strike,  you  pull  the  string.  Then  I  can  strike  harder’’.  When  they  tried  the 
experiment,  the  ax  fell  not  on  the  stick  of  wood  but  on  Ziba®s  bare  foot  and  nearly 
split  off  his  big  toe,  One  day  in  early  March  he  went  wading  in  the  creek  and 
caught  such  a  cold  he  was  so  hoarse  he  could  hardly  talk  for  two  or  three  days. 

A  few  years  later  Ziba  and  I  went  to  play  with  our  neighbor  boys.  We  took  the 
tongue  out  of  an  old  buggy.  We  got  into  the  buggy  and  started  it  rolling  downhill 
while  we  tried  to  guide  it  with  a  pair  of  leather  straps.  The  buggy  tipped  over 
and  Ziba  was  thrown  to  the  ground  with  one  leg  between  the  spokes  of  the  buggy 
wheel.  He  was  lucky  he  did  not  get  a  broken  leg. 

Both  he  and  Wesley  were  very  active  and  self-reliant.  When  they  were  told 
it  would  be  their  job  to  keep  water  pumped  for  the  cattle  at  the  bottom  well,  they 
went  down  there  every  day,  but  since  the  swirnning  hole  in  the  creek  was  only  a  few 
yards  from  the  well,  both  of  them  were  pretty  good  swlciners  before  the  folks  knew 
they  were  going  into  the  water.  One  fall  they  were  still  going  swimming  after  we 
had  had  several  frosty  mornings. 

Everything  Ziba  touched  seemed  to  turn  into  money.  When  he  was  just  a  small 
boy  father  had  a  baby  pig  with  an  injured  foot,  Ziba  asked  to  have  the  pig  for 
his  own.  He  took  such  good  care  of  that  pig  that  it  weighed  more  than  two  hundred 
pounds  in  a  few  months  and  sold  well  on  the  market. 

Whenever  we  had  a  chance  to  work  at  piece-work  wages,  he  always  worked  as 
hard  and  fast  as  he  could,  so  he  could  make  more  money  per  day.  He  was  quite 
young  when  he  took  a  job  cutting  corn  fodder  with  a  corn  knife  at  so  many  cents 
per  shock.  He  made  money  faster  than  some  grown  men  could  do.  Other  members  of 
the  family  tell  me  that  after  he  was  grown,  he  picked  one  hundred  bushels  of  corn 
by  hand  in  one  day.  That  was  a  difficult  feat  in  the  days  before  hybrid  corn. 

When  he  was  about  nineteen  or  twenty  he  took  an  examination  for  a  state 
steam  engineer'’ s  license  and  made  the  grade  the  first  try.  He  attended  Highland 
Park  College  for  a  twelve  week'’s  short  course  in  mechanical  engineering.  A  short 
time  before  he  moved  to  Wyoming,  he  had  so  much  experience  as  a  carpenter  that 
he  was  drawing  ninety  cents  per  hour,  top  wages  for  a  carpenter  in  that  time. 

One  or  two  winters  he  operated  a  drift  coal  mine  on  the  heme  farm.  He,  with 
father'’ s  help  and  advise,  sunk  an  air  shaft,  about  eight  feet  in  diameter  and 
more  than  thirty  feet  deep.  When  one  of  his  miners,  who  was  a  big  fellow,  wanted 
to  pick  a  fight  with  another  miner,  who  was  much  smaller,  Ziba  told  him,  ”If  you 
want  to  fight  you  will  have  to  lick  me  first.”  There  was  no  further  trouble. 

During  his  boyhood  he  had  had  many  fights  with  the  boys  from  the  coal  camp 
at  White  City,  He  soon  learned  to  take  care  of  himself.  He  would  not  stand  by 
and  see  a  bully  beat  up  a  smaller  man. 

One  winter  he  rented  an  old  building  at  White  City  and  operated  a  roller 
skating  rink,  for  several  weeks. 

During  the  fall  of  1917,  he  joined  the  D.  S,  Army.  He  went  overseas  in 
early  spring.  He  saw  sharp  action  on  the  Marne,  at  St,  Mehiel  and  Belleau- 

wood. 


Three  days  before  the  signing  of  the  Armistice  he  contracted  pneumonia. 
Many  men  were  being  carried  to  the  hospitals  because  of  wounds  received  at  the 
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X9AS  DodW  ."rtoMiaxl  aao  I  aedT  bc-f  iiuq  I  fl«rfW 

Miittofl  fcciJ  fool  •’iBd  I'BcfiS  ao  tud  boow  to  jinlta  edf  ao  ton  Ilet  xb  ^£lt  , .fadoii-rnqx© 
frfia  3fi>ca3  edJ  al  s»TlfcBi»  od  J^ibU  ^iiB«  al  xab  onO  ,Bot.^id  ilrf  tto  ttiqa 

•  ■XBb  no  owt  not  3(/b^  xlbiBil  6I0OO  ©d  B>iiJSod  on  sbj»  od  Moo  jr  iloua 

Bdt  »t  .«xod  noJ4slBa  n/b  dllw  ot  tm  w  I  baa  adiS  neial 
IXIdawcb  ^clIXoi  4^1  bf^tnata  bziB  edt  otcj.  t  .vj^od  6.>  ca'to  tuo  ao^aol 

levo  baqqit  xaau<<  ^dT  .aqBn^i  •ledtsei  to  niaq  a  dtlw  tl  ebitr^  of  bttlii  ow  eXiriw 
Vssjwd  od^  to  aoioqe  edt  neow tod  s©I  auo  dtXw  hoLfon^  ndt  of  awoid^  aair  ndtS  baa 

.fteX  ueiond  b  ton  blJb  «ri  yioi/X  aaw  nB  U»edw 

blot  anew  xodt  asdf  .^c&XXBi-tlBa  bna  ©vXtof>  X©I&oW  boa  ad  dtoS 

tXXaw  onotJod  od>  oX^^bo  edt  not  beqcjoq  notaw  qaoil  o'^  dot  iX®dt  ad  blucw  ft 
wot  B  9B»  daano  edf  al  a£od  snjtoinlwa  ed^.  0:^01%  ft/d  ,vBfc  ^aava  siadt  awob  ta&w 

waait  eTiXot  edt  onoted  BnefnmXira  boog  x^^^q  to  ddod  ,XXoi»  adi”  mont  abnax 

•w  na^tB  snlnmiwa  ^0X03  XlXta  anaw  x®^^^  /i.*;t  oaO  .natmi  odt  otai  aziog  (‘•xaw  x^ild 

.agojtfinoo)  x^wont  Xanetea  bBd  bad 

iXarae  B  tai/t  ^  .Xwfloco  oXnl  xmi/X  of  bocoooa  jtiorioi/oX  BdlS,  •a^aidXxit 

not  g.^.q  adt  ofad  ot  bedea  adtS  .toot  bonirt^-^  dtlw  glq  b  >bAd  nodtat  yod 

banbrwd  owi  aadt  an  ora  bodsXsir  tl  tadt  giq  tadf  to  anao  hoog  dova  dpo^  oH  .awo  atd 

^tad'uam  adt  ao  Ii>»  blow  boa  adXnota  #»t  a  al  abauoq 

8B  MXnow  axBBla  eri  «803Bw  3^^ow-BO©iq  ^a  linow  cX  aoi2Bdo  a  bad  e/i  nefoa^dt 
o^iop  BBw  ®il  .xBfc  noq  oncfl]  e^fara  bIi/00  »d  oe  ^bLjoa  t»a  aa  ij^st  baa  bnad 

ataf>r>  xcan?  oa  fa  attad  nnoo  a  dtiw  nobbot  cnoo  gniJ^oo  dot  ^  dodw  gnyox 

to  anodaK*ffi  neddO  ,ob  bXi/00  oera  awong  ecnoa  aadJ  nedaat  x^joo®  ©bam  ©H  .xoodfe  noq 
onoo  to  hledaud  botbtwd  ©co  f>o3lolq  ed  ,irwona  taw  ©d  nedta  tsilt  am  XI© t  xliraat  edt 
.anoo  bladxd  ©notod  ayab  adx  ai  taot,  tXuoXttXb  a  todl  ^xab  ©no  al  basd  xc< 

©J-Bta  B  not  oolXaalmax©  aa  doot  ad  xtaoat  no  aeotoala  fucda  aav  od  aoriW 
baaXdglH  babaod^B  efl  .xn^  tanit  ed^  ©bans  ©at  obam  baa  aaaooii  B’noetjigae  caaoTa 
tnoda  A  .goinaenlgo©  XBolaadoo©  al  e8ni;oo  tnoda  a'ioa*  avXowf  -li.  lol  ©aoXIoO  :#na«I 
tadl  netaoqnao  a  aa  &oe8tnoqx©  doa®  oe  bad  ©d  *:j^ai/iioxW  ot  bovora  ad  ©notad  ©ralt 
.amly  Jadt  a  I  netaaqnao  e  not  aogair  qot  ,nuod  naq  atqoo  \t9ala  gnlwanb  ao»  od 

dtl*  ,»H  .onat  ©mod  adi  av  »aia  la^oo  ttlnb  a  batn-ioqo  ad  anetalw  owt  no  ©nO 

bna  netwaalb  al  teot  tuoda^^ttana  nla  oa  .©alvfce  baa  qXad  a'nadtat 

batfiBw  ,woXIat  gld  a  «aw  odw  .anoajfcin  aid  to  ©no  aadW  .qa©b  toot  x^^l^-f  trndt  oncra 
uox  tl**  ,mxd  blot  adl£  ,noiXafi*a  doimi  aaw  odw  ^n^alra  •rvdtoaa  dlt»  tdglt  a  xoiq  ot 
.aXdacnt  nadtni^'t  oe  aaw  anedt  '’.tanlt  eh  doll  ot  arad  XXlw  uox  tdslt  ot  toaw 

4 

qcuo  Xaoo  ©dt  aiont  ayod  ©dt  dtirt  attl^it  xoaei  bad  bad  ©a  boodxod  aid  gainiXI 
Xtf  bnata  toa  bXxioii  eH  .tlaamld  to  anao  ©^ieJ  ot  boanaaX  aooa  ©a  ,xtlO  atlrfW  ta 

.aara 'n©XXa:na  a  qa  taf^d  yXIud  ia  ©aa  baa 

noilon  a  batanoqo  b.jB  x^’l^  ©tlil©  gclbXbud  bXo  oa  b©tii©n  ©d  natal*  anO 

Xanavaa  not  ,dain  gal?©^© 

ffl  caaanoYo  to©*  ©B  .xonA  ,a  ,0  ©dt  baalot  «VX9X  to  XXat  ©ilt  gartaO 
-uBoIIaS  bo©  Xald^jM  ,  tB  ta  ,©<^a)4  ©d^  iio  floitoa  qiada  *©5  oH  ..'^inliqa 

.boot 


.aiaorau’oaq  Lt^/r-i^atrioo  t^d  eoltaianl  ©dt  to  gatogla  adt  ©noted  ax®t>  a»ndT 
oat  tfc  b^vieoan  bbojiow  to  ©ai*aoad  aXai^lqeoa  ©dt  ot  belmao  galed  ©no*  oain  x^att 


front  lines.  Sick  men  must  wait.  After  three  days  on  a  ^ 

the  hospital.  His  normal  weight  was  around  one  hundred  and  °  . 

left  the  hospital  he  weighed  one  hundred  and  ten.  However,  he  was  discharged 

the  sunmer  of  1919  without  physical  disability. 

He  came  hane  and  enjoyed  driving  his  mare,  Nellie,  hitched  to  the  top 
and  driving  his  runabout  Ford.  In  a  few  months,  he  got  a  chance  to  file  a  clai 
for  homestead  land  near  Dixon,  Wyoming. 

He  married  Callie  Harding  on  February  2,  1921.  The  two 
the  homestead  claim.  They  returned  to  Iowa  for  the  winter  and  went  back  to  Wyoming 

the  next  spring. 

They  were  Improving  the  place  and  they  expected  to  prove  up 
possession  on  the  claim  the  following  December.  While  working 

Latained  an  injury  to  his  knee  joint.  This  injury  caused  a  septis^ic  infection 
to  spread  through  his  system,  and  resulted  in  his  death  a  few  days  later. 

Callie  notified  father  who  went  out  there  by  train  and  helped  return  the  body 
for  burial  in  the  Eddyville  ceoetery.  On  the  stone  the  date  of  death  is  given  as 
feptS  20,  1922.  His  strenuous  life  had  ended  in  a  little  more  than  twenty- 

eight  and  one  half  years. 

He  was  the  first  of  the  "Baker's  Dozen"  to  quit.  At  his  funeral  I  tried  to 
express  our  thoughts  in  the  following  lines s 

My  Brothfig 


He  died  for  the  sake  of  his  country 
E'er  he  reached  the  noon—day  of  life, 

A  brave  and  daring  soldier  worn  out 
By  the  toil  and  the  strife. 

Upon  the  Marnej  at  St.  Mehiel 
Through  Belleau-wood  and  dell. 

Mid  gas  and  bombs  and  bayonets 
He  braved  a  living  hell. 

His  comrades  fell  about  him. 

But  from  duty  he  did  not  quail . 

He  rated  his  own  life  as. nothing 
If  only  the  Cause  nii^t  prevail. 

But  after  the  fighting  was  ended 
And  the  last  big  gun  had  been  stilled. 
For  many  weeks  our  brother 
A  soldier's  sick  bed  filled. 


Exhausted  by  forced  exposure 
To  disease  he  had  to  yield. 

Still  his  dauntless  spirit 

Brought  him  home  from  the  foreign  field. 

Slowly  his  health  regaining, 

Our  brother  could  not  rest. 

Alone  with  his  wife  he  conquered, 

A  home  from  the  Virgin  West. 
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.tsd  XoJe  «  no  ave^  Midf  isrtA, ,  .#jta»  ^eutll  nam  Jtoi3  .,«,ir  *no,, 

■  Di  *’“*  ““o  bB„f.i^  a«>  Jrivia,  iaimofl  alH  .iaJiqeoU  edt 

at  si**i->alt  aaw  o^l  .wve.-oJ  .0,^  tae  t^baud  oao  bedsit,*  ed  lat^qeorf  Lt  iieX 

eXfllirte.iilh  taolBxdq  fPOdJtw'  QXC’  to  jeam/s 

'^a  riav  *•''"  «>9?0tfl8  82t.d  e,uaa  aU 

mwio  8  a^n  or  6oa8do  8  «i  ^edtaom  ,8’  a  a:  .:,iot  raooeat^r.id  „fli»iab  boa 
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JcM 

Xrtauoo  eld  lo  fiLa^  edf  tc't  fcelb  eH 
•  x^b-acoD  ad^  beid:?.>ta*i  sd  le'Si 

tuo  aiom  laibloB  bn/*  orazd  Ji 

•  0^1*1  ^8  od^  boa  Xi'^’f  Bdf  \€l* 

XttldeM  ,  1*0  edt  floqU 

,IIe>b  brts  ii^uotiiX 

«^•flOXAd  boB  Qdraoo  bna  ?.«§  blM 
^  .lied  »fll/tX  a  b»7£nd  ©H 

tiQld  ipoda  Xld^ ’ s^bdi»'’:D03  qIH 
•  XlA»;p  Jon  61f)  jd  y*' 3X3il  tad 
,  ‘"8  bill  ijw.)  ttia  boian  sH 

-ilBveiq  oldjjlin  eaxiflw  -  d^  yico  tl 

4 
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V 


And  now  he  is  dead  as  you  tell  me. 

I  refuse  to  believe  it  is  so, 

For  that  dauntless  soldier  spirit 
Defeat  could  never  know. 

Somewhere  beyond  our  vision, 

His  spirit  shall  carry  on, 

With  Truth  and  Right  his  commanders 
Until  their  cause  be  won. 
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WESLEY  HOMER  MOTT 


Child  numbet“  six  was  born  December  14s  1895.  He  was  named  Wesley  Homer,  He 
was  a  Strongs  active  boy  from  the  start.  One  mornings  when  he  was  about  nine 
months  old^  ha  awoke  crying.  Mother  was  busy  getting  breakfast.  I  picked  the 
baby  up  and  carried  him  to  the  kitchen  range,  where  there  was  a  good  fire  burn¬ 
ing,  I  did  not  rejalize  I  was  holding  him  too  close  to  the  stove  until  he  begaii 
to  cry  very  loudly.  Mother  said,  *^Why,  you  are  burning  his  feet*^.  She  took  him 
from  me  and  began  to  treat  burns  on  the  bottom  of  bis  feet.  These  burns  were 
so  severe  that  they  left  permanent  scars, 

I  was  very,  very  sorry  because  I  had  hurt  my  little  brother,  but  nothing  I 
could  ever  do  would  make  his  feet  like  they  were  before.  That  experience  taught 
me  to  be  very  careful  that  no  one  else  might  suffer  due  to  my  carelessness. 

As  there  was  only  about  eighteen  months  difference  in  Wesley and  Ziba’s 
ages  they  did  not  have  to  be  lonescme,  as  I  had  been.  Each  one  was  company 
for  the  other.  Together,  they  planned  and  carried  out  many  boyish  pranks  that 
one  could  hardly  do  alone. 


I  was  nearly  twenty  years  old  when  I  left  home,  Ziba  was  past  thirteen 
and  Wesley  was  nearly  twelve.  From  that  time  on  both  the  boys  took  over  the 
work  I  had  previously  done  on  the  farm.  Both  were  strong  and  quick  to  learn. 

When  about  seventeen  Wesley  worked  for  a  while  on  the  railroad  section. 

Some  older  man  tried  to  get  him  to  drink  intoxicating  liquor,  Wesley  refused. 
When  the  bully  threatened  to  force  him  to  drink,  Wesley  told  him  to  come  on  and 
see  if  he  was  man  enough  to  do  it  ,  The  bully  thought  better  of  it  and  did  not 

carry  out  his  threat,. 

On  February  8,  1916,  Wesley  became  a  member  of  the  Iowa  National  Guard. 

He  enlisted  at  Oskalcosa  in  Co,  F,  54th,  Iowa  Infantry,  Ha  attended  training 
camp  with  the  Guard  that  surrmer  for  a  two^weeks  period, 

July  6,  1916,  his  company  was  inducted  into  Federal  service,  with  Company 
H,  ?iT&o  Iowa  Infantry,  The  federal  troops  were  soon  sent  to  Brownsville,  Texas, 
where  they  spent  several  months  because  of  the  Mexican  border  trouble. 


September  1,  1916,  Wealey  was  given  the  rank  of  sergeant.  His  company  was 
discharged  from  federal  aervice  at  Fort  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  in  March  of  1917, 


On  July  15,  of  that  same  year,  his  company  was  recalled  to  federal  service, 
and  he  was  given  the  rank  of  first  sergeant.  The  3rd,  Iowa  Infantry  became  the 
168th,  Infantry  of  the  42nd,  Division,  and  moved  to  Camp  Mills,  Long  Island,  N, 

Y,  They  left  for  overseas  service,  as  part  of  the  Rainbow  Division,  November  14, 

1917, 


Between  that  time  and  the  next  April  his  company  saw  action  in  the  Luneville 
Sector  Lorraine,  France.  He  was  transferred  to  officer's  candidate  training 
schoo/at  Langers,  France,  April  1,  1918,  July  9,  1918,  he  was  discharged  to 
accept  a  conmission  as  2nd,  Lieutenant,  Infantry  National  Army,  ^  was  assigned 
to  the  29th,  Division,  116th,  Infantry,  He  joined  that  outfit  July  22,  1918,  at 

Belfort  Alsace,  France, 


As 

France , 


a  coamlssloned  officer  he  saw  service  in  the  center  sector  Haute  Alsace, 
He  was  also  in  the  Meuae  Argonne  offensive.  He  was  never  wounded  in  any 
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oXXlvo^J  eril  ax  acttoa  waa  ycaqUioo  aid  iiiql  oil  baa  ecBll  laril  aoewio€ 

rl  b'‘«60111c  ol  boiiolaitan/  &rm  .  .aonail  .oaiaric^  toioofi 

ol  bf®lriri.,lb  la.  eri  .8xex  ^iaT.  ,eiex  ,f  ItiqA  .©.oait  .  ,a 
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knocked  him  off  his  feet. 

At  one  time  he  was  in  trenches,  near  the  front  lines,  for  three  weeks  straight 
before  he  was  allowed  to  go  back  to  rest  camp.  During  that  three  weeks  e  was 
lucky  to  get  as  many  as  three  or  four  hours  sleep  per  day. 

He  was  discharged  at  Camp  Lee,  Virginia,  May  29,  1919,  after  eighteen  mont^ 
tie  yiae  Qiscuargeu  av  »  Officer's  Reserve  Corps  for  about 

and  nine  days  oterseas  service.  uniforms  and  equip- 

one  year  after  discharge.  He  resigned  in  1920,  after  aii  nis  unii 

ment  were  stolen, 

Manv  of  the  boys  who  came  back  alive,  and  seemingly  without  wounds  or  soars, 
were  ^ot^bL  t^  easily  re-adJust  to  civilian  life.  They  had  scenes 

they  could  not  readily  erase  from  their  minds.  They 

beyLd  anything  a  civilian  is  normally  required  to  do.  No  wonder  ^ 

of  them  months,  or  even  years,  to  get  adjusted  to  normal  ^  ^ 

nervous  and  restless.  He  went  to  Idaho,  and  in  that  mountain  country  h 

some  peace p  while  working  as  a  sheep  herder. 

There  with  a  large  flock  of  sheep,  a  well  trained  3’ 

he  spent  many  weeks  in  solitude.  He  spent  one  or  two  winters  livl^  in  ^ 

n  the  woods  He  did  his  own  cooking  and  became  rather  expert  in  g 

Tf  s-r  d'ofgh  bifc^its  and  flap- Jacks.  He  chopped  enough  wood  to  ^eep  h  s  cabin 

warm  and  spent  the  rest  of  the  time  reading  and  sleeping,  lin  lift 

"ILafr  of  the  high  mountain  peaks,  as  did  the  psalmist  who  said,  I  will  lift 

up  mine  eyes  unto  the  hills  from  whence  cometh  my  help. 

rd’rr„:n."s\riss  :i"  ^ 

added,  "I  understand  you  have  “  8°°^  Private  lib™^  J°ured''hL”he  was  welcome 
borrow  some  of  your  “^''%e°ierb;rrowed  a  number  of  books.  He  s<Metimes 

”  Si  1.  •  ““  “■ 

readily  on  many  topics, 

rv  o  ^  V  ^  9r>  iQ-^Q  h«  married  Margaret  Wills «  a  widow  who  had  one  child 
Of  her^fnCb^  L  e‘strp!;hi“nira  pr^ious  n^rria^ 

?L  sUdying  influence  he  needed.  To  quote  from  one  of  his  recent  letters, 
lived  happy  ever  after. 


j  j  A  Ti^aho  where  he  has  made  his  home  for 

He  is  highly  ®  ^  served  as  Cctnnander  of  the  American  Legion  Post 

h  r,.irAS.-r 

various  kinds. 

At  one  time  a  large  forest  fire  was  raging  in  the 
.as  i^cc^nd  of  a  cafp  of  about  two  hundred  fire  fighters  for  several  days 

until  the  fire  was  brought  under  control. 

During  World  War  II  he  worked  in  the  D.  S.  Navy  ship  yards  in  the  state 
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of  Washington  for  several  months.  After  the  war  he  worked  for  a  time  as  carpenter 
or  repairman  for  one  of  the  big  lumber  mills ^  near  his  home. 

One  day  he  walked  under  a  heavy  chain  conveyer  Just  at  the  instant  that  the 
chain  broke  and  struck  him  in  the  back  with  such  force  that  he  was  taken  home 
unconscious.  He  has  never  completely  recovered  from  that  injury. 

Once  he  was  bitten  by  a  tick  and  contracted  Rodcy  Mountain  Spotted  Fever.  He 
was  in  the  hospital  for  several  weeks  before  he  recovered. 

He  was  Justice  of  Peace  in  the  Clearwater  precinct,  Idaho  county,  Idaho  for 
eight  and  one  half  years.  He  refused  to  again  be  candidate  for  that  office.  During 
his  time  as  Justice  of  Peace,  he  performed  nine  different  marriages. 

He  has  acted  as  guide  for  hunting  parties,  seeking  deer  and  elk  in  the  moun¬ 
tains,  and  for  fishing  parties  on  the  river.  He  enjoys  fishing  for  steel-head 
salmon,  in  the  river  close  to  his  home, 

I  visited  him  for  about  four  days,  at  his  home,  in  June  of  1950.  When  I  left 
I  tried  to  put  into  verse  my  impressions  of  the  valley  where  his  home  is  located. 

Vacation.  IjaM 

There’s  a  little  house  in  the  valley, 

Nestled  beneath  the  pines,  . 

By  towering  hilltops  surrounded, 

And  the  river  playing  it’s  chimes. 

There’s  honeysuckle,  spirea,  locust 
And  roses  all  a-bloom. 

The  graceful  weeping  willow 
Nigh  to  the  Scotclvnan’s  broom. 

The  trout  that  leap  in  the  river. 

The  birds  that  sing  on  the  hill, 

The  wrens,  the  swallows,  the  robins, 

All  bid  me  to  rest  at  will. 

To  my  gracious  host  and  hostess 
I  truly  want  you  to  know 
I  had  a  splendid  vacation 
In  your  state  of  Idaho. 

Wesley  and  Margaret  came  to  visit  us  in  the  spring  of  1963.  It  happened  that  while 
he  was  here  the  members  of  his  old  National  Guard  Company  held  a  reunion  and  ban¬ 
quet  in  Oskaloosa.  He  attended  and  enjoyed  meeting  his  old  buddies,  some  of  them 
he  had  not  seen  since  he  received  his  officer’s  commission  in  Prance. 

While  they  were  here,  Margaret  said  she  missed  the  protection  of  the  mountains 
while  on  these  Iowa  prairies.  Both  she  and  Wesley  enjoy  the  little  valley,  where 
they  live,  completely  surrounded  by  mountains.  No  tornado  can  ever  strike  them. 
Their  winter  temperature  is  more  mild  than  that  of  Iowa.  All  the  cold  winds  are 
broken  by  the  mountains  and  a  lot  of  heat  is  released  by  the  river,  which  f  ows 
only  a  few  rods  from  their  house.  In  this  valley  they  are  content,  as  they  spend 

their  declining  years. 
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IDA  PEARL  MOTT 


Child  number  7»  a  girl,  was  born  September  9,  1897 «  She  was  the  girl  who  bad 
lots  of  ambition  and  a  desire  to  make  a  life  that  was  worthwhile* 

At  the  age  of  14,  she  bad  passed  the  eighth  grade  county  examination*  This 
Qualified  her  to  enter  high  school*  The  nearest  high  school  at  that  time  was  in 
Bussey,  se.ven  miles  away*  In  order  to  attend  high  school  she  would  have 
in  Bussey,  at  least  during  the  week*  The  folks  would  also  have  to  pay  her 
At  that  time  the  local  township  was  responsible  only  for  supplying  a  pupil  with 
eight  grades  of  schooling* 


Pearl  desired  to  go  to  high  school  very  much,  but  the  folks  “ot  think  y 
could  stand  the  expense.  A  little  later  she  tried  to  enter  nurse  s  training  at 
the  Oskaloosa  Hospital,  but  she  was  denied  that  privilege  because  she  was  not  a  high 

school  graduate* 


While  she  was  still  attending  grade  school,  at  the  age  of  thirteen,  she  won 
the  Mahaska  County  grade  spelling  contest  and  took  home  a  cash  prize  of  ?10;00* 
She  took  care  of  that  money  and  added  to  it  what  she  could.  When  about  eighteen 
or  nineteen  she  went  to  Kansas  City*  She  lived  with  sister  Mabel  for  one  y^r 
while  she  attended  the  Ransomarian  Business  Colle'ge  of  Kansas  City,  Missouri* 


At  the  college  she  studied  typing,  bookkeeping,  spelling,  arithmetic, 
commercial  law  and  stenography.  After  t^ing  the  one  year  course  she  secured 
work  as  file  clerk  with  Sherman  Williams  Paint  Company  in  Kansas  City*  Later 
she  worked  as  stenographer  and  typist  for  the  Royal  Baking  Company* 


On  March  1,  1921,  she  married  William  Thomas,  a  boy  who  grew  up  near  the 
White  City  coal  camp*  Prom  the  time  of  their  ^til 

13,  1936.  . . 

bordered  father ®s  farm  on  the  north. 

Aileen,  were  born  to  this  family. 


they  lived  on  a  farm  that  had  belonged  to  Willie's  father*  Their  land 

Two  boys,  Keith  and  Dale,  and  one  girl, 


With  the  oldest  child  scarcely  in  his  teens,  when  her  husband  died,  she 
took  over  the  supervision  of  the  farm  and  managed  it  until  she  sold  it  in  19 
By  that  time  her  children  were  grown. 


She  bought  a  house  in  Oskaloosa  and  moved  there 


_  _ _  Her  son,  Dale,  lived  with 

her  atlv’yetra  before  he  went  to  Oregon  and  married.  After  about  fifty 

years  old  she  decided  she  wanted  to  learn  to  paint  on 

lessons  from  a  special  instructor  and  began  painting.  .  She  exhibited  a  few  pi 
tures  at  the  Mahaska  County  Fair.  She  has  painted  a  number  of 
water  scenes.  She  has  a  nice  collection  of  her  work  in  her  home.  She  has  also 
given  a  number  of  pictures  to  her  sisters  and  other  people. 


She  seemed  to  have  so  much  energy  that  she  was  doing  a  h^ber  of  ^^“8® 
at  once  She  worked  for  some  time  at  the  factory  of  General  Mills  in  her  city. 
sL  spent  a  number  of  months  as  a  special  maid  and  nurse  for  an  elderly 
In  addition  she  was  a  Gray  lady,  making  frequent  trips 

at  Knoxville.  Iowa.  The  work  of  the  Gray  ladies  was  a  strictly  volunteer  ser 
vice  On  their  trips  to  the  hospital,  they  did  various  things  to 
ing  the  lives  of  the  hospitalised  veterans  more  pleasant.  Some  ^ 

write  a  number  of  letters  for  the  men.  They  brought  magazines  and  other  reading 
^terialT  tL  patients.  Sometimes  they  assisted  in  therapy.  They  might  read 
to  someone  who  cLld  not  read  for  himself.  They  might  play  cards  with  others. 
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In  addition  to  her  other  work  she  managed  to  raise  a  number  of  vegetables  in 
her  heme  garden  and  to  can  up  the  apples  and  berries  which  grew  on  her  city  lot. 
Without  too  much  warning  she  began  to  suffer  fron  arthritis.  During  the  winter 
of  1959-60  she  spent  several  months  living  in  a  house  occupied  by  sister  Edith 
in  Tucson,  Arizona.  She.  thought  that  the  mild  winter  temperature  might  help 
her  condition,  but  she  came  back  in  April  feeling  about  as  bad  as  when  she  went. 

She  has  always  tried  to  be  fair  with  all  the  people  she  came  into  contact 
with.  She  has  a  high  sense  of  vrhat  is  right.  She  has  been  a, member  of  the 
Christian  Church  in  Oskaloosa  for  some  years. 
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FRSD  RUSSSLL  MOTT 

Child  number  8  was  born  December  21,  1898.  When  about  two  months  old  he 
became  very  ill  with  something  that  effected  his  spine.  The  trouble  seemed  to 
be  spinal  meningitis.  Our  parents  were  badly  worried.  It  was  winter  weather 
and  the  nearest  doctor  was  in  Bussey,  seven  miles  away.  I  believe  one  of  our 
neighbors  notified  the  doctor  for  us.  The  doctor  arrived  at  our  house  early 
one  cold  morning.  He  had  evidently  been  trying  to  keep  waim  in  his  top  buggy 
by  drinking  whiskey.  He  was  so  much  under  the  influence  that  the  folks  hesi“ 
tated  to  let  him  inside  the  house.  He  did  get  into  the  house,  and  after  seeing 
the  baby,  gave  some  suggestions,  which  were,  probably  helpful.  After  a  few 
more  anxious  days  and  nights,  the  baby  recovered. 


When  he  was  only  a  few  years  old  he  watched  father  doing  his  hog  butch¬ 
ering,  The  next  morning,  while  the  family  was  getting  dressed,  Fred  said, 
wish  I  was  a  hog,”  Father  said,  ”Good  Land®,  Why  do  you  wish  you  were  a  hog? 

The  answer  was,  ”So  papa  could  shoot  me.”  I  suppose  in  the  eyes  of  a  small  boy 
a  hog  was  quite  an  important  character  on  butchering  day. 

He  attended  the  rural  schools  at  Jefferson  and  Fairview  and  graduated  from 
the  eighth  grade  at  the  age  of  fourteen. 

He  remained  at  home  on  the  farm  until  after  his  nineteenth  birthday ,  On 
June  4,  1918,  he  enlisted  in  the  U.  S.  Cavalry,  hoping  to  be  sent  overseas.  In¬ 
stead  he  was  sent  to  California  until  the  time  of  his  discharge,  February  24,  1919, 

He  spent  the  next  year  at  home,  but  aghin  enlisted  in  the  army,  January  21, 
1920.  He  was  sent  to  Angle  Island,  California.  May  6th.  of  that  year,  he  boarded 
a  ship  which  docked  at  Manila  in  the  Philippines  on  June  1.  He  served  as  a  member 
of  the  coast  guard  artillery  in  the  defenses  of  Manila  bay  for  two  years. 


On  June  1,  1922,  he  boarded  ship  for  return  to  the  United  States.  That  yoya^ 
took  Just  one  month,  with  stops  at  Japan,  Midway  Island  and  Honolulu.  He  ® 

that  enlistment  in  the  coast  guard  defenses  of  Puget  Sound.  After  his  discharge, 
January  20,  1923,  he  returned  to  the  farm  for  two  more  years. 

He  again  enlisted  in  the  army  January  21,  1925.  This  time  he  went  to  Fort 
George  G,  Mead,  Maryland.  He  spent  two  three-year  enlistments  there  as  a  member 
of  the  21st.  Transport  Co,  On  January  31,  1931,  be  enlisted  for  another  three- 

year  term. 

It  began  to  look  like  he  would  become  a  career  soldier.  On  September  27, 

1932,  he  was  married  to  Martha  E,  Kraft«  (We  always  called  her  Ella.)  ^^ior  to 
her  maiu-iage  to  Fred,  she  was  a  widow  with  one  little  girl,  Fred  never  had  any 
children  of  his  own.  He  found  it  was  not  very  convenient  to  live  as  a  married 
man  and  remain  in  service  with  Uncle  Sam.  On  May  5,  1933,  he  purchased  his  dis¬ 
charge  . 


He  went  to  Kansas  City,  where  his  mother  was  living,  at  a  time  when  the 
country  was  in  deep  depression.  He  found  it  difficult  to  secure  steady  OTploy- 
ment  fL  several  months.  He  Joined  the  local  National  Guard.  Ttoou^  fJ^the 
fluence  of  one  of  his  buddies  in  the  Guard,  be  was  granted  an  Interview  with  the 
kuilps  Oil  Company  of  Kansas  City.  He  began  work  for  this  company  September  2, 
1933!  His  main  ^b  was  pump  mechanic,  keeping  many  different  kinds  of  pumps  In 

running  order. 
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T’«"o«"  .yarre  edd  ai  badaXXuo  nlasa  dad  .etiBd  da  laev  dien  edd  dneaa  eH 

«d^  .^xudotxxao  .brax«i  cxsIa  od  dai  ;r:H  .^bi 

•redOBO!  a  aa  bovdaa  (JJ  X  enat  no  aeniqqiXXdl  add  nr  altaaU  da  DeXoob  doida  qxda  a 

.«aex  o,d  tod  xad  aXinall  do  aaadBdBb  odd  nl  ytelXidta  btaoa  deioo  B.“  do 

*hlT\  bBdtaO  edd  <•  j  otadet  tod  qlda  hsbtaod  ed  ,SSex  X  eaoV  nO 

*  .6ai/o2  to  eeaxtetf^d  /a«OD  ©d/  cl  /nectfiiia®  /iid/ 

.t-taeY  ©-loo  ow/  lot  errat  ©if?  0/  btfn'iut^i  ed  ,E2??X  ,08 

,X3  \;iei/aal.  yane  ed/  ax  be/aiXae  oX£q©  '^fl 

-deiil/  n  ?  ow/  /a©v4i%  eH  .baaXviaM  .  nb»W  .0  egioeO 

o  eifeilXae  ©d  ,I£eX  ,XC  iiO  .oO  JicqaaeiT  ./aXS  eil/  to 

.on©/  laoY 

od‘«dS‘^*2rfs"°  a  Bdio-.Bd  biaca  ed  edxx  ;tooX  od  oasod  dl 

ded  beXXao  aya  'iB  «W)  .dda-id  ,a  aildtsM  od  bofttat  ed  SCSX 

bel^’raa  trXX  “  ***  oaax-nai  ted 

t  ^  ddsXrAdood  yte-y  doo  saw  di  baaod  aK  .aao  aid  do  aetbXXdo 

-db  Bid  besadotaq  ed  .wex  .a  yaM  „0  .,a»3  eionO  ddd.  eoirtea  di  nia^t^e  a« 

.  ©si-aiXo 

-ToXaL°!f^a^**  *  *"'*  ■'-adtem  aid  etudw  .  xdt3  aaiioad  od  doee  eB 

^t\dy^daaoL”'''’h!J  ‘'t  dluomib  U  bouod  eH  ■  n.ijbaetqob  qaeb  of  a««  ■fWaaoe 

Bdt  „  T?  **“'‘*-'*‘'  •«  .Bddacra  XatBTBB  tod  da,ra 

MJ  Id..  .el»f.*oi  na  bodoat*  aae  aa  .btaaO  ear  ni  r.eibbad  aid  do  eoo  do  Bonee-t 

‘'ni''aolT9  »£*!'»  -JOI  Mz<jw  naaad  eH  .<JdS  eoeaeJI  do  yaaqmoO  iiO  aqiXXldd 

ai  aqe„q  do  abaii  dnatsddib  ynam  .sniqeoi  ,oJ.,udoam  qiaaq  aa.  d^  atm,  aiH  .wqx 

.i»i>ic  Afllaain 


On  September  2,  1958,  he  was  given  special  recognition  by  his  company  for  com¬ 
pleting  twenty-five  years  service  with  themo  He  and  Ella  were  given  an  airplane 
trip  to  Bartlesville,  Oklahoma,  with  all  expenses  paid  for  three  days.  At  a  ban¬ 
quet  in  Bartlesville,  where  many  company  employees  were  gathered,  Fred  was  pre¬ 
sented  with  a  fine  wrist  watch.  He  voluntarily  retired  from  work  with  this  com¬ 
pany,  on  a  permanent  company  pension  June  1,  1960. 

During  his  last  four  years  in  the  array  he  was  official  chauffeur  for  army 
officers.  He  made  oiany  trips  to  Philadelphia  and  other  eastern  cities,  driving 
for  a  general  or  a  colonel.  He  drove  to  Washington,  D,  G.  many  times.  Once, 
when  in  Baltimore,  he  visited  the  grave  of  Edgar  Allen  Poe.  Tips,  granted  by 
army  officers,  often  equaled  his  regular  army  pay. 

He  and  Ella  liked  to  travel.  Before  they  left  Maryland  they  visited  Old 
Fort  McHenry,  where  Francis  Scott  Key  got  his  inspiration  for  writing  the  St^l 
Spangled  Banner.  One  vacation  period  they  took  a  motor  trip  to  Mexico  City, 
Mexico.  They  hired  a  young  Mexican  to  act  as  guide.  It  made  the  trip  much 
more  interesting  to  have  a  person  with  them  who  knew  the  country  and  could  speak 
both  English  and  Spanish.  They  have  been  in  Canada  and  over  a  good  part  of  the 

United  States. 

They  now  own  a  lake  shore  lot ,  60  x  200  feet ,  at  Grove ,  Oklahoma ,  where 
they  hope  to  build  a  cottage  soon,  after  they  can  sell  their  house  in  Kansas 

City,  Kansas, 

Fred  has  been  a  member  of  the  American  Legion. and  the  Odd  Fellows  Lodge. 

He  does  some  fishing  and  he  likes  to  keep  track  of  the  standing  of  the  different 

baseball  clubs. 
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yuxiffloa  Bta  xd  aotflnsooBt  Xoiauqs  aavi^,  afl«  sd  ,8J«X  ,S  ledknsJqse  nO 
oMd  n^iA  °*  91B»  alia  tao  bH  .eo.II  rfH*  aoiVTsc  b'Iboh  bvI^-xIabbI  'ial»»lq 

'  -BM  L.  ftM?*  rfft*  .fl0!6/iaI.^0,.9lli»»Bitxaa  oI  qlql 

f"'*’*  •"•'JoXqa*  Vflaqmr.a  xnaa  f  .ellXTeeiMaa  al  t«up 
tint  dtf  *109  mort  bartUo-i  xllt»tauloo  tB  .doTe»  ^ali.  Ban  a  dtt,  aalaBt 

•  iX  isflwl*  coi*(i^  fr.ora^sri'jq  «  no 

ieioi^^o  aair  ©J  XPn<  bobstj  n;oi  taari;  b14  -snl'i'iC 

oi8»eae  tadto  toa  Btdql»b»lta-i  ol  eqnt  yaaji  »baa  eH'  .e-JBsmo 
f°*  '£0831  .0  .a  .aotsfliUaa*,  o»  evoib  oH  .lanoloa  a  ao  laasaea  a  lol 

yd  bBlaars  .aqlT  .aol  o»Iia  qaa'iS  tc  bh/ith  b.;i  badlalv  sd  .oaoaniea  at  aodw 

•  X^  X®^  TftlL?J3s*i  »id  belavpe  a»^io  qaiooillo  -^ib 

tfloIXaaM  n,X  yedt  »qo1t«i  ,i«,an  od  ba^ll  allS  baa  eH 

^OS  V*X  dtca8  BloaAit  eaed.  .yaaeHoM  daoH 

qty  eai  alam  tl  .9bkv^  bb  ;^ob  ot  C4«ix«M  acuov  b  beaJLd  vbbT 

f  oraa.q%  Brad  orsaid^,d;i  «oa 

add  Jo  dqaq  boos  a  aero  baa  abanaO  al  need  evad  ysdT  .datcaqe  boa  daXIaaS  ddod 

V  ..  BB^AtS  bsi^iaO 

Boaa  at  oauqa  i.add  Xlea  oao  yadd  qedla  .oooa  esaddoo  a  bXiud  od  eqoil  yadd 

,8^^aBa  aX^iO 

boa  nolso'l  oaoiieou  end  to  aedDem  a  oeao  aad  be-rt 
.  naJJtb  e...  ■  do  solbnada  add  Jo  doe-id  qssK  od  aetU  ad  bna  aoidan  eai^a  aeob  sH 

•BtfuXo  XiBdBBBd 
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HA.ZSL  IRSNS  MOTT 

Child  number  9  was  named  Hazel  Irene.  She  was  born  October  14.  190°- 
I  left  home  she  was  twelve  years  old.  Most  of  what  I  write  about  her  has  been 
told  me  by  herself  or  by  other  members  of  the  family. 

The  third  year  that  I  was  teaching  1  went  hone  for  a  short  visit.  The  smaller 
children  who  were  in  school  at  that  time  wanted  me  to  visit 

Jefferson  Schoolhouse.  One  afternoon  I  went  over  for  a  short  visit.  Hazel  tells 

me  she  saw  me  cctning  during  a  recess  period  »aid,  ‘i^ryour  ^If-  ' 

One  of  the  neighbor  boys  said,  "He  Is  not  your  brother.  He  is  Just  your  hair 

brother."  Hazel  had  not  heard  the  term  half-brother  before 

How.  she  thought,  could  I  be  a  half-brother  without  being  cut  In  two  pieces. 

At  this  time  she  is  giving  me  quite  a  little  assistance 
for  use  in  my  story.  One  day  when  I  was  not  at  home,  our  parents  had  gone  to 
oZallocl  They  left  Hazel  at  home  with  Nora.  When  Nora  told  Hazel  to  do  s^e 
work  Hazel  refuLd.  Nora  gave  Hazel  a  beating.  At  that  tl^  Hazel  was  ten  or 
eleven  years  old.  She  decided  she  would  not  stay  home  any  longer  with  Nora. 

She  started  to  walk  five  miles  to  the  town  of  Button  ^0^^^ 

lived.  She  had  walked  about  three  miles  when  she  thought  '^^^.“^^again. 

Sister  She  decided  she  could  not  run  away  and  never  see  her  little 
She  turned  and  walked  back  home.  Nobody  had  missed  her.  When  she  told  them  ho 
she  had  run  away  they  could  scarcely  believe  it. 

Hazel  and  Myrtle,  two  years  younger,  had  a  number  of  f 
One  time  the  creek,  which  flowed  through  our  farm  was  nearly  bankfull,  followl  g 
a  Lltrraih.  Haz;i.  Myrtle.  Bari  and  Ruth  all  went  to  the  creek  bridge  to^ee 
the  fl^d  Myrtle,  who  seemed  to  be  more  daring  than  some  ot  the 

took  hold  of  her  aims  and  by  pulling  hard,  managed  to  get  her  out  of  dange  . 

At  one  time  Zlba  had  dug  an  alrshaft,  about  30  feet  deep  to  supply  air  to  his 

back  into  the  water.  Luckily  the  rope  did  not  break  the  day  before. 

T  tell  in  another  chapter  how  when  the  roof  of  the  house  cau^t  fire,  Hazel, 
Myrtle,  and  Ruth  saved  the  house  from  complete  destruction  by  their  qu  c  ac  o 

in  fighting  the  fire. 

Hazel  graduated  from  the  eighth  grade  of  the  rural  school  when  "“s  four- 
Ki  9'^  1918  shc  was  coarried  to  Harry  Alsup.  They  lived  i 

Oralooaa  urtlfSr^"’a  dea;h  on  June  19.  1919.  The  widow  collected  some  govern- 
ment  life  insurance  which  Harry  was  carrying. 

«... 's  r:;:- 
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2sai.,ffi!^_®Aa  ", 

...d  ,-d  ,.d  ,oc.d«  en-r.  I  ,^,  10  jacM  .6X0  ..vX„X  al«.  od.  «.x  I 

exfi  nad.iwtD  t‘ d^o  yd  fro  ^“iwT«d  yd  ear  blot 

”“"■ « s;'‘;,:,r:,T^;” '4;;‘es  r  ■ ’"’  r' •" 

;r '.rv  ‘  .^rr.:i;s”.:f .r-r. 

rsi“^r,2;r 

PiH'S 

nXBsB  is^Bla  a  *'*"  seXXni  end#  ji/oda  bedXe*  to.;  od3  bavtl 

»od  ffl,d#  iXo#  ode  aed»  .lod  l,e„x»  bbd  xboboU  .ea«d  dead  dodXa.  bee-ia,,;.,#  td3 

.tx  areXXed  yIooiadi  bix/oo  \;orit  ^xeira  run  ojad  ed* 

SfliMxIof ^  .’•sax/ov  «.-v..x  o,#  .ex#^x«  Xe.aH 

" .  -  UiS\r;/.r;,‘;::.rA’si‘r“;,r“;4;r  'f  “• 

X«a  ot  ^Li  tdoda  8a.^e  ’doL  #M  #M”hf® 

oe-iiXide  sodto  ed#  to  end#  XXa  ned^  te f  T  *’**  '’®'‘  .asbiid 

..•addb  xo  #do  ,ed  #e«"o; 

0d  bii/oo  leteir  oa  njda  odt  1x)  aot  ^  -3^e  od.  dba?i  efl  .eaXco  Ijsoo 

-<iX«  adX  ox  Xaaw  olXivM  bius  IosaH  if****!  ,oqci  a  b^r^aa^rts  bad 

baaeaoX  ed  bna  to^ud  ®dt  oXnX  X*a\ed  •i>®J-iXtrauoDa  xi  ha  fjo  am/nb 

od#  l,«,.u,#  dedrbd.  "#ai  O#  ^  T‘‘*°  ^dt  Ud,s  .X#,vM  .iXad, 

bei7#  bed?  dede  #ud  vab  #nd#  andnim  ar  mm  Jr  .de#aw  sd#  o#  owob 

eXdmu#  Jedeod  ed#\eX  boa  o'toid  anf^  .ai«S«  qw  led  toXXoq  boa  aeaXbale 

„  a  #ei  boa  oxtodd  sq^.d  *n#  .yab  #100  od#  ,ota,  lo  #eXoud  a  eadb  o# 

.•doled  yab  »d#  jiae-xd  loxx  bXb  »qod  ed#  yibjbwX  .d9#e«  »d#  otoi  dead 

■wtjfa'do^ao^^r'ra:^  01  IXeX  I 

P  X  ool#sxxd#9e6  odeiqnoo  aodl  oexxod  ed#  be#ae  d#xx«  boa  ,si#dxU 

.enXl  oax  sfiXtiaXl  at 

d*rbnJx"vedI^“°fM'”‘'‘'J"  l-l-ot-t*  I.*efl 

-ddOTCB  earxe  be#doXXo;  nbX.'‘:dT 

SAW  djida  aonmi/aol  el  IX  taom 

■  xxx,icXia‘  r  x-'i 

X  »saiXoO  gDoaiai/S  catiataonaafi  adt  boidtae  ada  txaM 
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montik''s  secretarial  course  consisting  of  stLorthand^  typing,  spelling,  English., 
bookkeeping,  and  rapid  calculation.  She  had  the  highest  grade  in  spelling  of 
any  member  of  her  class.  She  entered  a  contest  in  the  use  of  contractions  in 
shorthand  and  won  the  contest. 

On  July  19,  1924,  she  married  Bob  Pike.  They  lived  in  Compton,  California 
for  several  months  after  their  marriage »  There  Bob  found  plenty  of  work  at  his 
trade  of  plasterer. 

They  have  lived  for  several  years  now  at  1620  North  25th.  St,,  Kansas  City, 
Kansas.  Bob  is  retired.  They  have  never  had  any  children. 

A  few  years  ago  Bob  built  a  two^wheel  trailer  to  pull  behind  his  car.  The 
trailer  was  fitted  with  a  bed  and  cooking  facilities.  It  was  wired  so  they 
could  have  electric  light,  drawing  current  from  the  car  battery.  With  the  car 
and  trailer  they  drove  to  California  and  then  northward  up  the  coast.  They  also 
visited  Wesley  in  Idaho.  By  traveling  this  way  a  trip  of  some  weeks  cost  them 
very  little. 

Hazel  has  done  a  lot  of  sewing  for  her  mother  and  other  members  of  her 
family.  She  makes  most  of  her  own  dresses.  She  has  made  ladies®  coats.  She 
has  done  all  the  interior  decorating  of  her  house  for  several  years.  She  likes 
to  collect  antiques.  She  has  a  grandfather “s-,  clock  and  a  breakfront  china 
cabinet,  both  of  cherry  wood,  which  she  and  Bob  have  refinished  in  natural  color. 
She  has  a  fair  collection  of  old  style  dishes. 

She  is  taking  an  active  interest  in  the  Chelses  Park  Christian  Church, 

'  Kansas  City,  Kansas,  where  she  is  a  member.  She  has  been  historian  and 
president  of  her  Sunday  School  class.  She  has  a  happy,  humorous  disposition. 
When  she  read  a  little  of  my  story,  sha  said,  ’®Why  don®t  you  put  aoaie  humor 
into  if?*®  None  of  the  other  ten  of  ray  half-brothers  or  sisters  looked  much 
like  their  mother,  but  when  I  look  at  Hazel  I  almost  think  Laura  Ethel  Mott 
bas  returned,  because  Hazel  looks  so  much  like  her  mother. 
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,8niqx:r  to  aal^giafloo  oaT[uoo  iaiiis;teioo»  9^dtaom 

TO  anlXXoqa  aX  ebsis  Xaod^Xd.A/ij  adS  .obitaii/oXaa.fclqin  tiaa  ,AaiqfioU:iood 
al  iflol^oardfloo  lo  eat/  edt  at  iuittaoo  m  fcsTeXce  ada  ‘  .aaaXo  led  lu.  ladneoj  ^a 

•  taetiioo  QiiS 'rfo^i  titia  btxJSdt'ioda 

aXaTQtiXflO  ^actamoO  at  xedX  .eaXi^  doH  boXTTeci  edt  ,X5ex  ^ix  nO 

•in  r*  aPio»  to  ^XxxoXq  l>ai#ot  doa  otoaT  .aaaiiTJBtt  ilod^  letta  <vkaoai  Ssner^  lot 

.TA'ieXaajq  to  o^Alt 

saeaaS  , .  x8  .dtas  dXiot!  OSdX  •a  ifoa  8iae\  iano^aa  Tot  bovil  avAd’  y<inT 

.aeiblido  xas  bAd  qavoa  avad  yad?  .ba^itai  aX  doa”  .baanea 


edT  Bid  batdAd  ££iiq  ot  Xeadw-owX  a  xiXi/d  doH  o?»a  fiiaav  wat  A 

»rBa^*rf±  ‘^d^XlIXoat  sfliaiooo  fcia  ted  3  dXtvi  baixxt  aaw  ^a/Xart 

r  XxieTTiiO  .^dwll  olTXoaXe  orad  bXuoo 

fcTewdXTCfl  rredl  haa  aXaiotiX^O  oX  evoTb  vedX  loXX/nx  bna 
00/Ix  X800  eieew  acoa  to  qXit  a  yaw  aXdX  aaXXora^x  yG  .odBJbl  al  yeXaeW  baXXaXf 

.axlXiX  \Tiar 

•  i»' 

|»|1  “to  azedami  t?>dto  bae  loitoai  led  iol  soiwss  lo  Jot  a  ttaob  cod  tojjJi 
—ew  BOtfcaX  ■«£.»;  eari  »riE  .  KShseUi  n*o  tod  io  lr,oro  eeato  sfl3  .vliort 

••dfl  X/notoa  ^p^  eiiuori  "rsd  lo  sniJo':  on/;  lonoiat  edJ  flfi  »nop  oad 

a  fcaa  doolo  e ' wdJalBnirtg  a  ,,.  ^3  .e.^ptjna.  ioeXIoo  oJ 
doXoc  Isiutan  ni  beo-sinXlai  e*od  doB  baa  ads  do  Id*  .  *oo*  vidsdo  lo  dJ6d  ./aotdao 

..aedBii)  eXylB  bXo  to  nolXoeXXoo  iXat  a  aad  ad8 

,*toTt/<10  ftaXXaimO  3<Taa  fcefiiedO  t#dt  aX  XeoTeJal  OTlXoa  ca  aniiat  aX  oil3 
«  aaXioXeXd  oari  oda  .’ladtueoi  a  aX  oil^.  a-ierfw  ,eaaflai  ,YXiO  aae.jaS 

•floXXX^qeXb  ai/caoai/xl  ,  yqqad  a  ead  adS  .a^^Xo  idodoa  yabz/uB  t»4  to  XaebXaeiq 
y-tnx/d  »noa  xuq  L-oy  x-cob  ydr*  ,6Xaa  ada  .ytoxa  yn)  to  ©XXtXX  a  6ae*x.  ©da  a&dW 
doi/m  ^^ooX  «i«aaXE  to  aiedtord-tiad  yia  to  a^x  icaXo  edX  -lo  eaoU  ‘  Ttx  oXaX 
XXoM  Xorixa  aii/aJ  if-lAX  Xaoqila  I  Ie«eH  Xa  doof  I  aedw  tud  .Teuxooi  TleilJ  ojUI 

#T  ri  .A  a  ^  ^  _ _ _  .  *  m 
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.TBnxooi  Tod  aafXX  doua  oa  8>i'ooi  XoaaH  oauaaed  ,boiiTuX&i  sad 
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MYR'PT^R  IDUISE  MOTT 

Child  namber  10  was  born  August  30 »  1902.  She  is  one  of  the  family  t^t  I 
never  goiE  veil  acquainted  with.  She  was  only  about  five  years  old  *hen  I  1«« 
^Ifto  go  to  school  in  Ostoloosa.  I  was  hc«ne  so  little  after  that  ttae  ttot  I 
did  not  see  her  much  while  she  was  growing  up.  I  ba-ve  been  told  by  other 
of  the  family  that  she  used  to  be  something  of  the  adventurous  type.  In  another 

place  I  tell  about  two  adventures  which  she  had. 

She  completed  the  eighth  grade  work  in  the  rural  school,  "hen  she  *'®® 
eighteen  she  went  to  Kansas  City,  Kansas,  where  sister  Mabel  was  11’'1''8-  ® 

soon  got  a  Job  with  the  telephone  company  in  Kansas  City.  She  worked  for 
number  of  years  as  telephone  operator.  She  met  a  man  y  t  e 

They  were  married  but  after  a  few  years  they  decided  they  would  be  better  off 

alone.  A  legal  separation  was  granted . 

Myrtle  was  transferred  to  a  job  as  telephone  f 

She  woLed  there  for  several  months.  While  that  was  her 

state  that  was  truly  southern,  she  has  spent  most  of  her  life  since  that  tiM  llv 
tnktn  the  South.  She  read  the  life  of  Robert  E.  Lee  and  becmne  more  southern  than 

some  who  have  lived  there  all  their  lives . 

Myrtle  visited  our  home  in  Dayton,  Iowa,  in  the  year  1932.  ®^®^®®®“®f^^° 

taking  life  rather  seriously  then.  On  June  30,  1933,  she  was  marr  e  o  ge 
M^o^ck!  The  couple  spent  one  night  with  us  while  on  their  honeymoon.  I  was 
glad  to  aee  that  Myrtle  appeared  to  be  quite  happy  at  that  time. 

The  couple  iinmediately  n»V6d  to  Pearland,  Texas,  a  small  town  which  is  now 
almost  a  suburb  of  Huston.  They  were  living  only  a  few  miles  f''°“  ®’'^. 

George  was  working  in  Huston  when  the  ship  loaded  with  chemicals  blew  “P  ^^® 
Huston  harbor.  George  worked  for  a  time  with  an  oil  company.  Ha  did  seme  g 

With  a  travel  agency. 

Once' or  twice  1  received  a  letter  from  Myrtle  telling  me 
go  into  the  shallow  water  of  the  Gulf  of  Merlco  and  spear  large  fish.  Another 

time  she  told  me  about  picking  up  a  bushel  basket  °  ®^®  ovster  business 

waters  They  had  to  get  some  instruction  from  an  old  hand  in  the  oyster  business 

before’ therLuld  remove  the  oysters  from  their  shells.  She  also  wrote  about  the 

mUr^lntoL  on  the  gulf  coast!  Vegetables  and  fruits  grow  and  ripen  there  nearly 

all  wintaro 

One  or  two  timea  Myrtle® e  family  had  to  ride  out  a  hurricane  which  struck 
their  house.  All  windoL  were  boarded  up  before  the  storm  arrived  and  for  nearly 
three  days  the  people  remained  inside  and  waited  for  the  storm  to  pass. 

One  son.  named  Eddie,  was  bom  to  the  McCoimacks.  "hen  he  was  i“  early 
teens  hirf^f^  died  suddenly  of  a  heart  attack.  About  as  soon  as 
ntrenough  to  qualify  be  joined  the  U.  3.  Navy.  Myrtle  was  very  lonely  and  be- 

g^n  to  l^k  at  life  with  some  bitterness.  She  learned  bv"other^work 

Snger.  She  made  good  wages  at  this  work  and  sue  supported  herself  by  other  work. 

After  his  hitch  in  the  Navy,  Eddie  came  home.  He  had  learned  the  barber 
trade  while  in  service.  He  married  and  is  now  operating  his  own  barber  shop  in 
Pearland.  Myrtle  Is  now  a  three  times  grandmother.  Sue  and  her  son  live  near 

each  other o 
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In  the  fall  of  1960 j,  Myrtle  came  to  Chariton.  I  was  very  much  disappointed 
that  she  could  be  with  us  only  a  few  hours.  I  would  have  enjoyed  having  a  chance 
to  get  better  acquainted  with  her. 

Since  she  has  lived  in  the  South  so  long,  she  has  adopted  the  viewpoint  of 
most  southerners  regarding  the  race  problem. 
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RUTH  PHYLLIS  MOTT 


Child  number  11 ^  named  Ruth,  was  born  May  10,  1906,  She  was  the  first  one  of 
the  family  to  attend  high  school.  She  took  the  regular  four  year  course  at  Bussey 
and  graduated  with  the  class  of  1924.  In  order  to  help  pay  her  high  school  expenses 
she  worked  as  a  maid  for  a  druggist  family  most  of  the  time  she  was  attending  the 
Bussey  school.  In  the  summer  of  1924,  she  took  a  six  weeks  normal  training  course 
at  Penn  College.  She  secured  a  teachers  certificate  and  became  the  teacher  at  t  e 
Riverside  school  that  fall.  She  completed  the  year,  but  decided  she  did  not  want 
to  make  teaching  her  main  work.  She  never  taught  again* 

In  the  spring  of  1925  she  took  the  trip  to  California  with  Earl  and  Wesley. 

The  Ford  in  which  the  trio  was  traveling  had  only  one  seat.  They  sometimes  felt 

rather  crowded  and  one  night  as  they  were  driving  in  the  dark,  Ruth  sat  out  on 
the  running  board  and  tried  to  hold  on  to  some  of  their  equipment.  As  the  car 

struck  a  bump  in  the  road  Ruth  fell  off,  A  large  can  she  was  holding  made  quite 

a  little  noise  as  it  fell.  Wesley  was  driving.  He  heard  the  noise  and  stored 
to  pick  Ruth  up.  If  the  can  had  not  made  so  much  noise  the  driver  might  not  have 
noticed  Ruth  was  not  on  the  car.  She  might  have  been  left  alone  on  the  road  in 
the  dark.  One  day  as  they  were  driving  over  the  mountain  road  a  wheel  came  off 
the  car.  They  stood  and  watched  it  roll  a  long  way  down  the  trail.  They  were 
delayed  for  some  time  getting  the  wheel  and  putting  it  back  on  the  car. 

After  reaching  Compton,  California  Ruth  got  a  job  as  maid  and  worked  in 
California,  for  about  one  year.  The  next  year  she  went  to  Kansas  City,  where 
her  mother  had  moved.  She  worked  as  a  clerk  in  a  ten^cent  store  in  Kansas  ity 

for  several  months. 

On  June  30,  1927,  she  was  married  to  Fred  Thomas  Newitt.  The  couple  started 
west  on  a  honeymoon,  traveling  by  auto.  They  visited  Yellowstone  Park  and  then 
went  on  to  Portland,  Oregon,  Fred,  a  bricklayer  by  trade,  got  work  for  about  two 
months,  then  they  traveled  for  a  while  in  Canada,  where  perhaps  Fred  found  more 
work.  On  the  way  back  they  visited  Hazel  at  Compton,  California,  They  returned 
to  Kansas  City  on  Armistice  Day,  Ruth  returned  to  work  at  the  dime  store  for 
several  months.  Then  the  couple  moved  to  a  forty  acre  farm  which  Fred  owns  a 
few  miles  outside  Kansas  City.  They  lived  on  the  farm  for  about  one  year  and 
Fred  continued  working  at  his  trade. 

Their  first  child,  a  boy,  was  bom  September  5,  1933.  His  name,  Fred  Cole¬ 
man  Newitt.  He  was  doing  nicely  in  school  when  he  suddenly  contracted  the  bulbar 
type  of  polio.  After  three  days  illness  he  died,  September  27,  1946,  Because  of 
the  type  of  disease  very  few  people  attended  the  funeral.  The  second  child,  Janice 
Blaine,  was  born  September  22,  1936.  She  graduated  from  high  school,  in  1964.  She 
took  one  year  of  college  at  Baker  University.  She  also  took  some  correspondence 
work  and  qualified  as  a  teletype  operator.  She  worked  two  or  three  years  for 
To  W.  A.  Airlines  at  Kansas  City  airport.  During  those  years  she  and  her  mother 
took  a  number  of  airplane  trips.  On  one  trip  they  went  to  Washington,  D.  C  On 
another  to  Los  Angeles,  As  they  were  traveling  on  company  passes,  they  could  not 
always  get  a  seat  on  a  plane  that  was  full  of  paying  passengers.  They  were 
to  board  a  plane  one  day,  but  were  turned  down  because  the  plane  was  filled.  That 
Plane  was  one  of  the  two  that  collided  in  mid-air  over  the  Grand  Canyon  in  Arizona. 
Another  time  they  took  a  trip  to  New  York  and  then  spent  a  little  time  riding  around 
over  the  state  of  Vermont ,, viewing  the  Green  Mountains.  On  March  4,  1959,  Janice 
was  married.  She  is  now  living  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  is  the  mother  of  a  fine 

baby  boy. 
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Early  in  life  Ruth  began  having  trouble  with  her  hearing.  She  had  a  special 
operation  on  one  ear.  She  now  depends  upon  a  hearing  aid.  Fred  is  now  retired 
from  his  trade.  He  and  Ruth  have  traveled  by  car  to  the  Black  Hills,  South 
Dakota, Pueblo,  Colorado,  Carlsbad  Caverns,  and  Pearland,  Texas, 
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EARL  MOTT 


In  September  of  1959*  I  spent  a  very  interesting  twenty»four  hours  in  company 
with  my  brother,  Earl,  in  Kansas  City,  KansaSc  Trena  and  I  had  driven  to  the  city 
the  day  before  and  had  spent  the  night  with  sister  Hazel, 

Before  eight  the  next  morning  Earl  had  stopped  at  Hazel* s  house  and  picked  me 
up.  He  then  drove  to  the  office  where  he  is  assistant  superintendent  of  electrical 
distribution  lines  of  Kansas  City,  Kansas. 

I  sat  in  one  corner  of  his  office  while  the  different  foremen  came  in  to  talk 
to  Earl  and  get  orders  for  work.  I  was  introduced  to  a  number  of  these  men,  ey 
struck  me  as  being  men  of  the  strong,  active,  outdoor  type.  Men  who,  in  an  emer^ncy, 
can  take  control  of  a  situation  and  restore  power  and  electric  service  it  had 

been  disrupted  by  lightening,  sleet,  flood,  or  tornado.  They  can  also  build  power 

lines  where  they  have  never  been  before. 

It  *83  Friday  morning.  1.  light  rain  was  falling,  but  the  weather  had  been 
good  for  se-seral  days.  There  were  no  emergency  problems  pressing  for  solution 
that  morning,  h-a  a  result  I  noticed  a  relaxed  feeling  on  the  part  of  my  brother 

and  his  men. 

After  giving  a  few  preliminary  orders,  Earl  took  me  on  an  inspection  tour.  We 
started  with  the  office  and  looked  over  the  warehouse  and  yard,  where  thousands  n 
thousands  of  dollars  worth  of  equipment  and  supplies  are  kept  ready  for  use  where- 
evor  needed.  As  we  walked  Karl  pointed  out  many  different  kinds  of  supplies  and 
equipment  with  which  he  seemed  to  be  perfectly  familiar. 

I  listened  intently  hut  I  soon  began  to  realize  my  vocabulary  was  very 

limited  in  this  field.  I  wondered  how  long  it  woind  take  “  TZinn 

recruit  in  electrical  work  and  learn  the  words  and  meaning  of  all  Earl  was  trying 
to  tell  me.  Words  and  expressions  like  ampere,  volt,  33,000  volts,  110  vol  s, 
t^nsfor^e;,  substation.  KV,  underground,  hot  wire,  ground  and  --^ral  Inside 
the  warehouse  I  saw  some’ things  with  which  I  was.  somewhat,  familiar,  such  as 
miles  of  rope  of  different  diameters,  steel  wire,  copper  wire,  cross  ams  and  in- 

sulators . 

.After  our  tour  of  the  warehouse  and  yard,  we  stepped  into  Earl*s  ^r,  w^^ch 
is  equipped  with  two  way  radio.  After  making  a  call  to  the  office  to  infom  t 
he  wL  going  out,  Earl  started  driving  over  a  part  of  the  city  where  he  had  een 
responsible  for  the  construction  of  power  lines.  He  is  also  respcnai  e  or 
daily  maintenance  of  these  lines. 

He  pointed  out  where  he  had  been  in  charge  of  fortmen  and  an  entire  crew  of 
construction  workers  in  the  erection  of  a  power  line.  This  line  be^n  at  the 
aeneratlng  plant  and  after  crossing  the  Caw  river,  a  busy  highway  and  a  long 
TrZTol  op^n  fields,  delivered  power  to  a  large  industrial  plant  1  noticed 
the  wires  were  suspended  between  high,  metal  towers  across  the  river.  In  some 
places  they  were  suspended  on  wood  poles,  from  thirty  to  ninety  feet  high. 

While  he  was  showing  me  these  lines,  he  ^  f f 

as  cutover,  switches,  cables,  power  trucks,  and  hot  sticks 
that  both  he  and  his  men  were  pretty  safety-conscious,  ® 

However  I  noticed  a  number  of  places  where  guy  wires  indicated  they  Md 
burled'a  number  of  dead  men.  I  would  be  willing  to  venture  they  did  not  even  have 

pallbearers  cr  clergy. 
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Before  we  went  hctne  for  rioocij,  ifiarl  also  showed  me  a  place  where  a  large 
niomber  of  wires  extended  through  an  alley  and  delivered  power  to  a  number  of  stores 
and  business  houses c  Sometime  before  it  had  become  necessary  to  replace  all  the 
old  wires  with  new  ones^  because  the  load  had  become  too  heavy  for  the  old  lines. 

The  job  of  replacing  the  old  with  the  new  was  assigned  to  Earl  for  hie  super¬ 
vision.  i-ll  the  old  wiring  must  be  taken  out.  All  the  new  wiring  must  be  put  into 

place.  At  the  same  time  all  the  patrons  along  these  lines  must  be  continually 
supplied  with  electric  current. 

Under  Earl'^s  supervision^  all  the  work  was  done.  No  man  was  hurt.  No 
property  was  damaged y  with  one  exception.  One  day  rain  had  been  falling,  A 

crossbar  was  damp  and  it  slipped  out  of  a  worker® s  hand  and  crashed  through  a 

heavy  plate  glass  window  of  a  big  store,  Earl  inmediateiy  stepped  to  a  telephone 
and  called  a  glass  company  to  replace  the  glass  at  once  and  send  a  bill  to  the 
city  utility  company. 

I  was  not  too  surprised  to  learn  that  for  this  work  Earl  is  now  receiving 
about  ^00,00  per  month,  Friday  nighty  at  his  house »  I  tried  to  learn  how  he  had 
been  able  to  qualify  for  this  joby  that  pays  more  than  is  often  received  by 
graduate  engiinBers. 

We  went  back  in  our  conversation  and  reviewed  his  lifOi,  from  the  date  of  his 
birth*  October  4*  1906, 

He  was  quite  small  when  I  left  home  to  follow  my  career  as  a  school  man.  On 
one  of  my  short  trips  home  I  went  out  with  Earl  to  follow  his  trap  line.  He  was 
only  eight  or  nine  but  he  carried  a  small  loaded  revolver  to  use  in  case  a  skunk 
had  been  caught  In  his  trap.  Running  the  trap  line  was  Earl®s  method  of  making 

spending  money. 

On  December  19*  1919*  Fred  was  home.  He  and  Earl  went  hunting  that  day. 

When  they  brought  their  guns  into  the  house  they  thought  they  unloaded  them. 

That  evening*  after  dark*  Earl  took  his  shotgun  and  set  the  butt  of  the  gun  on 
a  chair.  While  working  with  the  gun  he  pulled  the  trlggE>r  at  the  same  time  he 
had  his  left  hand  over  the  end  of  the  gun  barrel.  He  was  greatly  surprised  to 
have  the  gun  fire  a  charge  of  shot  through  his  left  hand, 

Fred  quickly  went  to  one  of  our  neighbor's*  about  one  mile  away*  and  phoned 
for  a  doctor  to  come  from  Bussey,  The  doctor  came  with  Ms  car  and  in  a  short 
time  Earl  was  in  the  hospital  at  Oskaloosa,  The  doctor  removed  the  second 
finger  clear  back  to  the  wrist.  This  injury  has  not  prevented  Earl  from  doing 
ail  kinds  of  manual  labor*  but  I  understand  it  ha®  kept  him  from  passing  a 
physical  examination  for  military  service. 

For  two  or  three  years*  following  the  accident  with  the  gun*  Earl  did  the 
faming  at  heme  for  the  folks.  He  also  rented  land  from  our  neighbor  to  the 

east  and  farmed  for  himself. 

While  father  was  in  the  hospital  at  Iowa  City*  and  before  any  of  ua 
ue-ted  he  would  die  there*  Bari  and  Ruth  started  to  drive  an  old  Ford  on  a  trip 
to^the  west  coast.  They  picked  up  Wesley  in  Col cr ado  and  together  the  two  boys 

walked  up  Pike®s  Peak, 

After  this  experience  in  mountain  climbing,  the  three  etarted  on  to  Calif¬ 
ornia.  Hajel  had  married  Bob  Pike.  They  visited  father  In  the  hospital  a  few 
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days  before  father  died.  When  our  three  tra’^eXers  resached  California p  Hazel  was 
back  home  at  Compton »  California p  where  Bob  worked  as  a  plasterer,  Ruth  got  work 
as  a  maid  and  Earl  worked  a  while  as  a  laborer  with  a  plastering  crew. 

During  the  next  six  months  Biarl  traveled  a  great  dealp  mostly  by  bifflining  rides 
on  railroad  trains.  He  worked  in  Los  Angeles »  StalktoUp  and  San  Prancisco,  Calif. 
He  worked  as  a  ranch  hand  and  farm  laborer  in  Nevada*  Utah,  Idaho,  Wyoming  and 
Montana.  He  helped  thresh  grain  on  the  Crow  Indian  reservation  in  Montana.  He 
also  worked  as  a  laborer  on  irrigation  projects. 

At  another  time  he  took  a  trip  to  Chicago  and  Aurora,  Illinois,  Prom  there 
he  went  to  Detroit,  Michigan, ‘  Cincinnati ,  Ohio,  through  Tennessee  and  on  to 
Atlanta*  Georgia.  During  this  trip  he  worked  as  a  baker’s  helper  or  at  any 
other  work  he  could  get  to  do. 

After  his  mother  moved  to  Kansas  City  he  went  down  there  and  lived  with 
her.  He  worked  for  the  Kansas  City  Telephone  Company*  now  the  Southwest  Bell 
Company*  for  about  three  years*  first  as  a  common  laborer  and  later  as  foreman 
of  a  line  gang. 

Por  twenty-three  months  he -was  a  member  of  the  Kansas  State  Guard.  When 
360  men  from  the  Kansas  State  prison,  went  on  strike  inside  the  coal  mines*  Earl’s 
company  was  ordered  into  the  mines  to  preserve  order.  It  was  a  rather  ticklish 
situation  to  be  inside  a  dark  mine  with  rioting  prisoners. 

Later  he  worked  on  the  signal  gang  for  the  Santa  Pee  railroad*  the  Caw 
Valley  railroad*  and  the  Kansas  City  Terminal  railroad.  During  the  tinse  he  was 
working  for  the  telephone  company  and  the  railroads  he  kept  asking  questions  of 
his  fellow  workers  and  his  foremen,  ’’Why  do  we  do  this  this  way^’’  He  found  most 
of  the  men  were  Just  doing  the  work  as  they  were  directed  to  do  it.  Why^  They 
did  not  care  to  know, 

Karl  could  not  be  satisfied  to  work  simply  because  he  was  told  to  do  things 
a  certain  way.  He  kept  asking  questions.  He  went  to  the  public  library  and  got 
books  on  electricity.  He  studied  them  carefully.  He  bought  other  books  and  read 
thOT  to  get  answers  to  his  questions. 

Pinally  the  day  came  when  the  Board  of  Public  Utilities*  of  Kansas  City  * 
Kansas*  was  looking  for  an  assistant  superintendent,  Karl  was  ready  and  took 
the  Job*  which  he  has  held  for  more  than  five  years.  Although  the  work  is  quite 
exacting  and  requires  a  great  deal  of  his  time  and  energy ,  he  seems  to  be  doing 
a  good  Job,  He  is  looking  forward  to  a  time*  in  the  near  future*  when  he  can 
retire  from  such  a  responsible  position.  Perhaps  he  will  retire  soon  after  his 
only  son*  David*  graduates  from  his  mechanical  engineering  course  at  the  State 
College*  Manhattan*  Kansas, 

On  the  evening  I  visited  him*  I  asked  him  if  he  was  off  duty  until  Monday. 

He  replied*  ’’Unless  there  is  an  emergency*  I  can  forget  it  until  Monday.”  I 
was  pleased  to  hear  that*  as  he  seemed  to  be  pretty  tired. 

Soon  after  daylight  the  next  morning  the  telephone  rang  in  Earl’s  bedroom. 

He  dressed  quickly  and  left  the  house*  before  he  had  eaten  breakfast.  After  a 
little  while  he  came  back  for  breakfast.  Then  he  told  me  that  a  high  power  wire 
had  come  in  contact  with  a  tall  wood  pole  and  had  set  the  pole  on  fire.  He  had 
to  go  to  the  switch  and  shut  off  current  on  that  line  before  more  damage  could  be 

done. 
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^a  «odabI  ,iiatU  ,BbAf?>A  al  toicdaX  ar.nl.  tnjs  band  doant  a  aa  ba:tioi  ©B 

aH  .aoajaoM  aX  aoxXarioaai  asllnl  woiO  cdi  ao  aJa^S  rieaid^-  baqXftil  jaH  .anaXaoM 

I  •fJaat.O'iq  floi^a^X'iij:  no  laiodaX  a  aa  baiilioir  o-^Xa 

I  ;  . 

Mod/  a»o^f  .aXoaXXXX  tOion/i.  baa  ogaoxilO  ot  qtix  a  Jioot  ad  ©mit  iod/ooa  M 

0/  10  baa  oaaaonflaT  i^aaoid/  ,oXdO  .Xianatoaiw-  od 

'^a  10  loqXod  a^iBOind  a  aa  bo^ioo  ed  aidt  .-al^^iooO  °a/aaX/A 

•  ob.  o/  /os  bfaon  ed  3{ioa  ledto 

dtla  boTlX  baa  e*red/  awpb  /new  ed  x/lO  naaaaJi  o/  bovoci  led/cm  aid  lo/lA 
XXod  /aewri/aoS  ad/  woa  ,vaaqiDoO  aaodqaloT  y/iO  fiaaaa)^  od/  lol  i>e:rf*ioii  oH  .lad 
anoBiol  ea  'le/aX  baa  'lo'iodaX  aocooioo  a  sa  /aiil  ,acrao^-  'oe^dt  /aoda  ipl  ,  ^daqcooO 

.Saje;.'.  00  i  f  a  io 

^  c'dW  ^b'L&uO  o/a^a  aaaaaJC  odt  lo  zedtaoa  a  sav  od  sdtaom  eeidt-x^^aewi  lo^ 

tsoalxa  Xaoo  ea/  obiani  eafii/a  no  inoa  ,aoai'iq  exaiB  aaaaaJ  odt  iniil  at3«)  Oafi 
dall^olf  indtnrt  a  aoa  tl  .rteMo  at  xoeMq  oX  seaiffl  edf  oXai  beiebno  aaw  vaaqaioo 

.aieaoti^q  ^ai/oli  dxiw  eaim  2;  -I  a  abiaul  ed  ot  aoiaai/Xla 

aaO  ed/  ^baoiXtirj  eel  a/axici  odd  *101  soaig  xAo^ia  ad/  ao  besfiow  ed  io if a<I 
aaw  ed  emtx  ed/  scX’ixKl  .bao-ilxai  XaaitJTa^T  x/iO  aaadad  ad/  baa  .baoiiiai  \oXXa7 
lo  aflol/eeap  sniilaa  /qOd  ed  abaoiltai  ed/  baa  x^^qiLCo  oaodqeXe/  s^/  iol  »flld*icw 
/aoffl  j^wol  qH  ♦’tyaa  aid/  aid/  ob  ow  ob  '^d**'  .atJ-aeicl  t^id  baa  a*ieJf*roir  aoXXel  aid 
^odT  T^ffW  ob  0/  ba/ooxib  eiow  \9dt  aa  d*io»  ed/  sniob  )aul  e'ioir  aeo!  ed/  lo 

.«oni  o/  Giao  /oa  bib 

asaid/  ob  o/  bio/  aaw  ©d  aaixa^ed  ^Xqujia  ofrio*  o/  btlUJtfs.a  ed  /oa  xxiioo  Xia3 
/o®  baa  YLR'*diX  oiXdi/q  ©d/  o/  Jaew  ed  •feaol/e^i-.ip  gnt^a  /qe^f  ©H  ,^a#  aia/^ao  a 
baea  bna  asfood  led/o  /dgirod  jB  ^YXIi/leiao  tned/  bathuiz  oH  .x/tnia/ooXe  ao  adood 

.'3^noi/5eL'p  eui  of  aTiwaae  leg  o/  a»d/ 

/ 

,  X/iO  aazaaX  \o  «aeiJ/£i/U  oiXcfi/^  lo  b*iaoB  ed/  neda  eavso  yeb  ed/  xXXaait 
yoo/  bna  xbao7  oaa  Xiisfi  . /Jt^bne/aXiequa  /nateia^.a  aa  lol  gfliyooX  saa  ,aaanaJ 
e/iiip  at  3f*:o»  ed/ .dgirt>d/XA  ,  t  evil  aadt  ffiom  lol  bled  ead  ©d  doida  ,dot  ed/ 
antob  ed  o  f  azoeee  ed  ♦x^-roi;e  b/i*.  e®i/  aid  to  Xaeb  /aeig  a  teztapai  baa  aai/oam 
aa?  ed  n-34o  .eii/Zi/t  ^aea  eri/  ai  ,ertiiJ  a  o/  b'law’io^  yniiooi  ai  eH  .do^  boos  « 
aid  -lo.t^  ffoc5  eitJe*!  XXiw  ed  aqad'ie'f  .aoi/iaoq  eJdXaaoqaer  a  doua  ooit  oii/ei 
e/a/c  s#d/  /a  eauKSo  gfliieeaisrre  leoiaadaeoo  aid  ojo^i  ce/aabeos  .biraa  «ao4  yltro 

.aeanaH  aaa//adaaM  ^egaXXoO 


•  XebnoM  Xi/fli/  q/ob  tto  ea^  ed  tt  fpfij  beataa  I  aJExd  be/ taXv  I  gxiiae^a  ed/  nO 

I  '  .yabaoM  ii/r^  /I  /agiot  aao  I  aa  a J  tnadi  aeeiaT^  .beiXqe'r  efl 

.beri/  x//eiq  ad  o4  bwoeaa  ed  ae  ./ad/  'taad  o#  baaaatq  aa» 

flcort^d  t^Xiaffl  at  snai  eaodqeXe/  ad/  ^a^inoa  txaa  adt  SdQtl^ab  le/ta  aooQ 
a  le/tA  ./aatye^id  aa/aa  bad  ed  Moted  .aauod  erf/  iteX  baa  yXJteiup  bciaee*ib  eH 
azia  *xo^ oq  dgtd  a  /ad/  eca  bXot  ed  aerT  . /eaii*e'.>Td  toI  dead  etaoo  ed  alxdw  alttil 
.eilt  ao  ef  q  ed/  /ea  bad  baa  eXcq  boci  IXa/  a  d/iw  /aa/noo  ai  ooioo  bad 

ed  bXiioD  eaameb  e-rooi  eiotei  <.siX  /ad/  no  /omiio  tlo  /orf*  baa  do/i«e  ed/  o/  oq  o/ 

•  eaob 


I  went  out  with  hin],  after  he  had  phoned  some  of  his  foremen »  the  warehouse 
and  other  places  and  ordered  the  men^  equipment »  and  supplies  needed'  to  replace 
that  76  foot  pole  with  another. 

We  watched  the  gang  remove  the  wires  from  the  old  pole,  dig  a  hole  for  the 
new  pole  and  set  it  in  place.  Next  the  old  pole  was  taken  down  and  carted  away, 
where  it  could  be  used  in  another  location  where  a  shorter  pole  would  do.  These 
emergency  repairs  took  up  most  of  the  day  for  Sari.  On  this  job  he  is  subject  to 
call  at  any  and  all  hours,  any  day  of  the  week. 

On  January  27,  1931,  he  married  Louisa  Zigler,  who  grow  up  on  a  farm  a  few 
miles  from  Bussey,  Iowa.  Together  Sari  and  his  family  have  traveled  over  a  good 
part  of  the  United  States.  They  all  greatly  enjoy  the  beauty  of  natural  scenery. 

With  male  companions,  and  more  recently  with  his  son,  he  has  hunted  in  Iowa, 
Missouri,  South  Dakota,  Idaho,  Utah,  Colorado,  and  Ontario,  Canada,  In  addition 
to  squirrel,  rabbit,  and  quail,  he  has  hunted  pheasant,  ducks,  geese,  white  tail 
and  mule  deer,  bear,  mountain  sheep,  elk  and  moose. 

He  is  an  ardent  fishennan.  He  has  plenty  of  patience  to  fish  in  deep  water, 
not  caring  to  bother  with  crappies  or  bluegills,  but  waiting  to  hook  a  large  cat¬ 
fish.  Frequently  his  patience  has  paid  off  with  the  capture  of  a  good,  large  fish. 

He  has  spent  a  lot  of  time  as  advisor  for  a  Boy  Scout  troop  at  one  of  the 
churches  in  Kansas  City.  He  has  accompanied  Explorer  scouts  on  a  number  of  ex¬ 
peditions.  Once  he  took  his  boys  to  New  Salem,  Illinois.  From  there  the  boys  hiked 
over  the  Lincoln  trail  to  Lincoln* s  tomb  in  Springfield.  Another  time  he  took  the 
boys  to  Superior  National  Forest,  Ontario,  Canada.  He  accompanied  them  on  a  one- 
hundred  mile  canoe  trip  in  that  country.  Another  time  they  took  a  one  week’s 
cruise  on  a  ship  in  Puget  Sound, 

In  addition  to  his  hobbies  of  hunting,  fishing  and  scouting,  he  enjoys 
building  trailer  equipment  to  use  on  hunting  trips.  He  has  his  own  boat  with 
outboard  motor.  He  collects  old  firearms.  He  reloads  his  own  rifle  shells.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Lodge. 

At  one  time  he  served  as  a  local  officer  of  a  labor  union,  while  a  strike 
was  in  progress.  He  stated  that  was  a  difficult  position.  Perhaps  at  such  a 
time  both  sides  may  be  a  little  unfair. 

No  doubt  the  fact  he  is  such  an  outdoors  man  and  thoroughly  enjoys  manly 
sports,  gives  him  an  additional  advantage  when  it  comes  to  handling  men  on  the 
job.  From  what  I  was  able  to  observe,  all  the  men  under  his  direction  have  a 
great  deal  of  respect  for  him. 
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•!!OodoT*«r  3iif  ,oetnf»*iol  eld  ecnoa  l^nodq  bad  od  jet^s  ,aid  tuo  tdow  I 
•oaXqoi  of  f^vbXqqua  bae  ^ta^caqlupa  ^csoi  odt  baa  n»oalq  iadio  bns 

^‘iddiocjs  xi^ltf  ioo\  AT  #iidt 

lot  eXod  a  ^Ib  ,«Xoq  bio  ©dt  (aotl  Qo*ii*  adt  oroc»i  sini^  adt  b»dotBw  oW 
'^^*2  flwob  cejfa/  saw  aloq  t:Xo  adt  fxall  .aoaXq  cX  XX  xas  baa  aioq  lofl 

oaadT  ,ob  bli/ow  eioq  leXioda  a  aiadw  aoifaooX  ji^dSoas  al  baau  ad  bluoo  tl  aaadw 
oX  Xoa^dub  eX  ad  dot,  *XdX  aO  tXi^S  rtol  ^ab  adX  *t.*:  xaooi  qu  ioox  aalaqvt  xoaa^iacoa 

^Tiaam  adt  to  y«6  *»'ii/od  iXa  baa 

•at  s  crrral:  a  no  qu  wars  ctdw  ^lal^tS^  aaiuoi  balTjaa  ad  ,X5«X  ,VS  x^uaal  nO 
tcca-a  -laro  balavaiS  arad  ^XXmaTt  aid  baa  liaSi  zodia^oT  ,bwq1  ^xaaouH  moit  aaXXcn 
.X^aaaoB  ItnirtBri  to  ttuaed  edx  xolao  tXXaoTa  I  la  .aotaX8  bsXiuU  ©dx  lo  X-iaq 

*a»Oi  al  batojjd  asd  ad  ,aoa  aid  dflw  ©aooi  boa  ,«nolaac:*jco  ©Xam  dtlW 

aoJflbba  al  .abeaaO  .oiiaXaO  baa  ,obeioXoO  ,da.<(J  .odabi  .aXo3k<I  dfuoQ  ^nucealH 
Xlax  ©Xldvr  ,©«©©s  ,ea<oiib  ,Xn£aaodq  baiiwd  sad  od  ,  U/iiip  baa  ,Xlddjri  ,X©‘iilup8  oX 

.©soon  baa  dX©  ,q©©d5  oXaXnurKS  ^Taod  ,i©ob  ©Xuoa  bna 

,aaXa«  qaab  al  dall  oX  aonalxaq  lo  x^fl«Xq  sad  eB  .nacnodall  Xaebia  aa  si  ©H 
-Xao  ©axBX  a  jCood  oX  aoXXlaw  fud  ^alllsauld  to  calqqsTo  dXlw  ladXod  saliao  Xoa 
•dall  asiaX  .boo^  a  lo  aiufqao  adl  dXXw  Ho  blaq  tt&d  «»d£©iXaq  aid  x-Xldat/pait  .daxl 


odX  lo  sao  fa  qooi j  Xaco8  xoff  a  lol  loslTba  aa  «ruxX  to  Xol  a  Xn©qi  ead  oH 
..  ^  ^e<kafa  a  no  sXaooa  i©ioXqxa  belaaqmoaoa  ^jsri  ©H  .xXlO  aataal  al  aedo  svda 

badid  sxcd  ©dX  ©rrsdx  om«  .sloaXIXl  ,a»Xaa  «©M  oX  8xo<i  'sld  liooX  ©d  ©odO  .aaoiXlbaq 
adX  dooX  ad  aalf  nadXoa/  .b£olt^l*iq8  al  dcooX  a^alooaU  of  XlaaX  aXooaiJ  adX  »«fo 
-aao  a  no  a»dx  boiaaqmoooa  ©3  >abaaaO  ,oM©XoO  .  Xa©^of  IsnoiXaM  lolieqifa  oX  ©xod 
s^iaow  ©no  a  aJooX  x&dX  amiX  ledxoaA  .xiXnaoo  XadX  al  ql-iX  aoaao  allm  Ibihaud 

.bnuofi  X©si^  ot  qlda  a  ao  ©eXtno 

•  Xota©  ©d  ^^loi/ooa  baa  aaldslt  ^^dltiwd  to  talddod  aid  of  aolfibba  al 
dx!w  Xaod  flvo  aid  aad  ©H  .aqliX  aalXaad  ao  aau  ol  Xaecnqiiip©  zailjnf  ^tbliud 
©H  .felXods  ©XHt  avo  aid  ebacXo^  ©U  .oarrae^tt  bXo  sXooXXoo  ©U  .loXota  b^aodXoo 

,©a6oJ  olnoaBM  ©dx  to  7©dr»ai  a  al 

©stlTXs  a  altda  ,aoInu  lodai  a  tp  T©oltto  Xaool  a  a©  b©?«Toa  ©d  ©trix  ©ao  XA 
a  dona  Xa  aqndi©q  ..Toitlao^  4ji^ttJlb  a  i,aw  XaaX  boXaXe  ©E  .aaoiaoiq  nX  aav 

•"l^xxu/  sXXx/’X  a  ©d  x***  s©bia  dxod  ©oilX 

« 

Xlaam  sx^^Ibb  \ld:wo'iodt  hSa  nam  atocbXxn)  oa  dona  bi  ad  Xoat  adx  XdwoL  oM 
©dX  no  ^aoi  ^jrrtXboaji  oX  aecioo  XI  aodw  ©ssxnavba  lanoixibba  aa  mtd  aeflg  .sXioqa 
a  ©yad  £iqXXo».^ib  aid  nobau  nw  ©dX  XXa  .©ynoado  oX  ©id^  aa«  l  Xada  ia>it  .dot 
■?t’ lot  Xd©qa©d  to  iaab  Xad-ia 


U/,y5|  . 


4. 


gPITH  LATOtfiS  MOTT 


Number  thirteen  of  the  baker’s  dozen  was  born  September  27,  1910,  I  was 
twenty-three  years  old  that  December,  I  was  at  the  old  home  so  little,  after 
that  date,  that  I  would  not  be  able  to  write  much  about  her  were  it  not  for  the 
fact  she  sent  me  a  very  good  letter  in  which  she  wrote  her  own  biography,  With 
a  few  alterations,  here  is  what  she  saidi 

never  thought  I  could  contribute  much  to  your  book  but  will  write  a  few 
facts  that  you  wanted.  As  to  my  childhood,  I  remember  it  as  being  a  very  happy 
one  and  just  a  normal  one.  I  guess  the  things  I  remember  most  is  wandering 
through  the  timber  by  myself,  or  with  Major  (the  dog).  I  used  to  tell  him  all 
my  troubles,  which  were  mostly  the  fact  I  had  to  carry  water  and  pick  up  cobs. 

I  thought  if  the  day  ever  came  when  I  wouldn’t  have  to  do  that  I  would  be  grown 
up.  You  know  Old  Major  was  just  as  old  as  I  was,  so  he  was  just  like  a  real 

person  to  me. 

I  also  remember  how  I  used  to  ride  Nellie  all  over  the  country-side.  To  me 
she  was  the  only  horse  that  ever  lived.  I  thought  my  heart  would  break  when  we 
moved  to  Sddyville  and  sold  her. 

As  to  my  education,  I  was  a  Junior  in  high  school  when  Mother  and  I  had  to 
move  to  Kansas  City.  As  we  didn’t  have  any  money,  I  had  to  go  to  work,  I  had 
various  jobs  in  the  next  year,  as  they  did  not  hire  anyone  until  they  were  ^ 
sixteen  So  I  had  to  fib  about  my  age  and  as  soon  as  they  found  out  I  wasn  t 
sixteen,  I  was  laid  off.  I  guess  in  all  I  had  five  different  jobs  that  year. 

As  soon  as  I  was  sixteen  I  got  on  with  the  Southwestern  Bell  Telephone  Co. 
and  worked  there  fifteen  and  one  half  years.  In  1932  I  was  transferred  to  St. 
Joseph,  Missouri.  I  worked  as  an  operator  and  later  was  transferred  to  the 
construction  department,  doing  clerical  work. 

I  forgot  to  say  I  went  to  night  school  several  different  times  and  took 
typing  and  shorthand  and  some  business  administration.  Have  taken  courses  in 
Spanish  since  coming  to  Tucson. 

I  was  married  January  9,  1939,  to  George  Ray  Durrant,  On  September  19, 
1942,  our  son  was  born,  named  George  Ray  Jr.  On  January  31,  1945,  our  daughter, 

Linda  Susan  was  born. 

I  moved  to  Phoenix,  Arizona  in  1949  as  George  had  chronic  sinus  trouble. 

I  have  been  in  Tucson,  off  and  on  ever  since. 

Since  my  children  grew  up  a  little  I  have  had  several  different  jobs.  I 
worked  for  a  year  as  a  PBI  operator  at  a  furniture  store.  I  then  quit  to  go  to 
North  Platte,  Nebraska  for  the  sumner  to  be  with  Tim  (her  husband).  Worked  at 
St.  Mary’s  Hospital  for  six  months  as  a  PBX  operator  and  admitting  clerk.  I 
quit  there  and  we  managed  a  motel  for  the  owner.  Then  I  got  a  serious  skin 
condition  which  forced  me  to  stay  home  for  almost  a  year.  I  am  now  a  cashier 
at  McClellan’s  Dollar  Store  (in  Tucson). 

I  also  worked  as  a  waitress  in  Glenwood,  Iowa.  I  worked  in  a  grocery 
store  there.  I  have  done  a  lot  of  things  for  which  I  am  grateful  as  I  don  t 
have  much  trouble  getting  a  job.  I  even  worked  three  days  as  a  nurse  s  aid  in 
a  rest  home,  but  quit  that  job  fast.  I  couldn’t  stand  it  another  day. 
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•«w  I  .0X91  ,TS  i»daBiq»B  tnod  »im  aatob  »Se<a<J  eitj  to  oao^nXrit  ladniuM 

.<»XX#iI  os  sooil  fcXo  »dt  t»  si>»  I  .lodmeosa  t^dt,  tio  i^ae\  sou't-^nswt 
•«  ml  toa  ti  in»w  -md  tLvda  daum  otXi.  o*  sXda  s</  *on  tXwos  I  tad*  .utrnb  tadt 
dtiw  viflorfsold  n»o  tad  aiott  *<18  do  Ida  at  r»d#«i  boos  rie?  *  •&  .‘nss  sd*  #»al 

<bl38  arifc  ^%dir  ai  aied  .ecol^aTra^Xji  wal  0 


wel  «  atliw  XiXa  rud  jfood  'iuo\' dom  ^tvdt'ifsc'S  biuoo  I  toroa  I" 

Vqqad  ^  soi9d  ae  ii  ^edaiaatu  I  tbcodblhio  \jra  cJ  sA  t/cy  tjuit  atoal^ 

f*'"”  ^  -"o  to*  ®ao 

iXa  a^rf  XX«t  oS  I  ,  (^ob  Brit)  lotAM  riti«  to  slXeaym  yri  Terioiit  arit  risuoTrit 

.•doo  ^oiq  bas  letaw  yiTiso  ot  i>«ri  .1  toal  aut  yltcom  ersp  rioXriw  .aeXdyoTt  yta' 
flrfOTa  ^  of>  ot  aTad  X’obXriow  I  aori#  aasoo.  iftVe  yab  ©rit  IX  trinaorit  I 

-iaoT  o  o'JtL  aav  eri  oa  qsaw  X  aa  bXo  «a  taat  bj»*  -rotaM  bXO  •oa:<  aoY  ,qu 

,001  ot  aosTsq 


•cj  oT  .  obla-Y^tauoo  orit  Tavo  XXa  alXIeK  ebJh:  ot  b&AU  I  wori  Torfmoeo^T  oala  I 
•»  fled,  daatd  tluom  ttaod  xo  tdsuodt  I  .bovix  levs  tadi  aatod  xXoo  edt  aaw  ads 

.lari  LXptt  boB  elltvxbbS  ot  baroco 

od  b^  I  bns  laddou  aedw  Xoodas  risW  ol  loitrol  a  sM  !■  .ooXJsoube  xw  o^  sA  * 
.3lTo»  Ot  ot  bari  J  .voaooj  yna  evari  t*abib  bA  .ytXO  taBaal  ot  bvccd 
ade.  xadt  Stfiw  ono’in*  e-.Xd  »ofl  bXb  yodJ  as  .taax  txaa  adt  at  idol  auottar 
t  aaauj.  TOO  bnucl  xedd  as  ooos  33  taa  esa  XO  duoda  dll  od  bad  I  08  .nsaJiie 
.lasx  darid  sdo(.  dnMallXb  arfi  bad  I  XXa  oi  asdics  I  ,.«o  bXaX  saw  i  voaedxis 


oO  ofl^eXot  xioa  fl'iadsa.ddooa.add  ddi.  no  doa  I  neodxia  aa»  I  aa  nooi  ei 
.dB  od  be«eianaid  sa.  I  SEvx  nl  .siaox  IXad  aoo  boo  naedlil  atedi  badtow  baa 
a  of  bernalsna-td  ea*  ladaX  boa  lodsiaqo  oa  sa  be*to.  I  .inioasiU  .dqasob 

.Jilow  XaoIiqXo  gaXob  ,tae®tiaqdb  aoltoaitaaoD 


ioot  bfl0  BBoit  ta•Tottc^  XoorioQ  trisXfl  of  I  y^a  ot  tosiol  I 

c*  aoBTcoa  neitat'  oVaH  eOo/taritdiflXmba  eaoaXuwcJ  aair.^  hna  bamfmode  bas  aalqyt 

^  idOb  j/jT  ot  §uXc*5o  eoais  xiataaqS 

.ex  TOdmedqea  oO  .doa'inC  xaH  ^loeO  at  ,gs«s  ,e  xd.waat  belnam  sa.  I 
.tafagueb  too  .«>ex  ,X6  viauael  aO-  .tX,  xaH  eadoaO  beasu,  .oiod  ea*  00a  luo  ,Se9X 

.atod  tisw  0031/3  /ibaXi 

.•Xdi/oTt  ai/oXe  oioorrio  bari  osiooO  sa  ai  aaoatTA  ,xija«oi«  ot  beroai  I 

aooalft  nevs  ao  bus  .ooaouT  oX  iTeed  afari  I 

I  eOdot  tooT-sltfb  XJns79B  fcAd  e?ari  I  oXttXX  a  qi^  amnbltdo  ya  oociB 

L  Tot^ono  X2<C  a  aa  Ta^,y  a  lol  beifTo. 

T  ^  r  Ot  -lOOTat/a  arit  toI  as^aardoM  qStta/t  ritaoH 

.3haXo  MflitricDba  boa  aotareqo  xa^  a  aa  Bdfaom  xIb  io^  latlqaoB  a’yraM  ta 
atJia  Bi/oliaa  a  tea  I  oariT  .  .laairo  tuii  loY  Xutoo!  a  baj^aa  aw  baa  aiarit  flup 
T«a.ri8ao  a  aoo  (Ml  1  ,:ja#y  o  taomXa  Tolt  etojri  yata  ot  am  bawot  iotria  aotttbaoo 

.(oo80i.T  fl!)  arote  lalXcQ  a’oaXIaiOsM  ta 

rieoois  9  at  bairew  I  .awol  ,booafl-)XO  ai  aaonflAp  a  &a  beahow  eaXa  I 

«»  “f  ^  Yo  toX  a  aoob  avail  i  .aiarit  aiota 

01  btB  a  aaTuo  a  ^  ay^  aa^rit  ba:Mo«  oava  1  .dot  «  nalttas  alduoit  riDoo  avail 
.yab  laritooe  tl  boata  t’nbXwoo  I  .taal  dot  ^^t  tn/p  tod  .amori  taei  a 


About  niy  father »  as  he  was  sixty-three  when  I  was  born,  I,  of  course,  only 
remember  him  as  being  an  old  man,  or  so  it  seemed  to  me  at  the  time.  He  was 
quite  stern  with  me  and  didn®t  tolerate  much  foolishness «  But  I  seemed  to 
realize,  even  then,  that  he  was  right  and  was  doing  it  for  my  good,  I  always 
felt  he  was  very  fair  with  me  if  I  was  with  him* 

My  earliest  impression  of  him  was  that  he  was  an  elderly  gentleman  with 
white  hair  and  beard.  He  reminded  me  of  a  picture  which  we  had  of  Henry 
Wadsworth  Longfellow.  I  think  this  impression  may  have  had  something  to  do 
with  the  fact  I  loved  Longfellow’s  works.  I  later  purchased  his  complete  works, 
which  I  still  love  to  read, 

I  remanber  my  father  as  being  a  gentle,  kind  and  fair  man.  However,  when 
necessary  he  could  be  very  stern  and  forteidding.  He  had  certain  standards  which 
he  expected  his  children  to  live  by.  He  would  not  tolerate  much  deviation  from 
these  rules.  But  these  same  standards,  which  he  laid  down  for  me,  have  served 
me  well.  I  am  sorry  my ^children  never  saw  or  knew  their  grandfather. 

As  I  said  he  could  be  very  stern,  I  never  forgot  what  a  maple  switch  felt 
like  on  my  bare  legs. 

I  can  only  remember  him  for  about  seven  or  eight  years,  but  when  I  rocked 
my  own  children,  I  would  think  about  how  he  used  to  rock  me  and  sing  Waterloo  . 
Some  lullaby,  wasn’t  it?  But  I  liked  it  then. 

I  think  it  speaks  well  of  him  that  even  though  his  children  were  mostly 
grown,  as  long  as  they  stayed  in  his  house,  his  word  was  law.  They  all  showed 
him  the  respect  and  consideration  he  deserved, 

Author’s  Notes 

I  never  heard  father  sing  about  the  Battle  of  Waterloo.  I  think  sister  was 
thinking  of  the  song  about  the  Battle  of  New  Orleans,  which  went  in  part  like  thiss 


He  (Andrew  Jackson)  led  them  down  to  Murphy’s  swamp. 
The  ground  was  low  and  mucky. 

There  stood  John  Bull  in  martial  pomp 
And  here  was  Old  Kentucky, 

•TCentucky,  Kentucky,  the  hunters  of  Kentucky,” 
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Vlflo  lo  ^aiofS  a«v  I  aodw  vflr.lt  atw  ed  as  \pj  ti/odA 

8S«  eH  psall  sd^  I’s  wb  becnsea  tt  oa  lo  w  bio  xis,  snied  ea.sjJui  ^ednWDSi 
6^08  I  loa  .esscdalloo't  dairai  t^s-teXol  bos  era  dtiw  nista  etXup 

n^»tU  I  .boos  xoj  lol  tl  ggiob  ssw  bas  ts«  ed  .aodif  a»?e  »eslXsei 

i  til  oac  dllw  nisi  ass  ad  ♦lel 

'  ■  •  ^ 

dfiw  asmitao^  xX^iBbl^  ns  tsw  ad  t^nr  tniti  1o  noltnorLqoLi  raal/isa 

rrasH  lo  bad  av  doldw  trujfolq  s  eta  hmbalaen  aH  .biaad-^ns  liad  ©ltd* 
cb  of  ^idfeaoe  bud  etfid  \a(n  eoUeirxqmf  eftiy  Tint df  I  ,©oIXa^»/Toa  dt'iowabaW 
,«iiow  a^-alqoos  aid  bentuioruq  lefaL  1  .adiow  a^aoIJalj^cyl  b">vyl  I  Josl:  »d^  dJtw 

.baorr  ct  aval  Illla  X  daidir 

oadw  ,iawoH  .orvra  -rUt  bae  batA  ^elfaof^  a  es.'ted^a^  tm  'xadraeoj©-!  I 

so  Ida  abiabna^a  sisfired  bad  aH‘  .gxxibbldiol  hua  a'^ryta  '^ev  ed  bluoz  erf  yTaaa€»c>efl 
floiialveb  down  efaielof  foa  bluot  ©H  of  aeibCldo  tld  ba^oaqxa  ad 

bat^aa  atad  .©ra  lol  mrob  blaX  ad  dcjtdw  .ee«sbas^“ir  omaa  aaad*;!  ;ftfa  .aaljr  aaadl 

.lari^nlboan^  iledf  een^  lo  vsa  lavaa  fleiblfdo  laa  I  ,XXaw  aoi 

^  •  * 

tXai  dotlSB  sXq*j<n  a  jfsdw  tos'xo'l:  T:©?en  I  .ina^Q  y^av  ed  bXuoo  ad  bias  I  eA 

.asal  e-tad -yjs  xjo  ailX 

^baaboi  ^dd  .a'isay  ^dgi©  lo  devas  fuoda  not  raid  »?ad£CK?a,a*i  ylai  nao  I 

.  ODlieti^  salt  baa  aci  ±>o^  of  beau  ed  wad  fuods  3bHdf  bXuow  1  .cerbXtdo  avo  yjn 

,Qedf  ft  beiiiX  I  fuo  iji  l^^naai*  ,  ydpXiaX  aao8 

yXlaora  aiew  oaibXlda  aid  riguori^’  ae?©  tsdf  mid  to  XXew  eaiaaqa  ft  itdf  I  < 
bawode  [is  yadT  .w*i  daw  bio*  tld  ,eanod  etd  at  bexafa  yadt  as  ^aoX  aa  .cwois 

■®,bana8©b  ad  nollaiabiadoa  baa  iaaqsai  adl  mid 

ictoH  e^iodfuA 

eaw  lefzlB  datdf  I  iOoXiefaH  to  eXftaB  edf  fuoda  wite  'ledfat  tnaed  lexea  I 
Itld^  out!  tisq  at  taee  do  Ida  .anaeiiO  wall  lo  eXffaQ  edf  fuoda  ^ooe  edf  to  aat^Inldt 

.qoujwa  a'ydqioW  of  uwob  caad^^  bsX  IdoaiosV  waibnA )  ad 

.yjb/jtn  baa  woX  bpw  bauci^  axfT 
qcjoq  XslJiecj  nl  Xiofl  add  rjooit  aiedT 
•  yafoolaai  6X0  saw  aied  6nA 

"*y3iOi/JaaX  ^o‘  e'lefaud  edf  »ydai/taa^  .ydooi’nalT 


FR/LNK  LBSLia  MOTT 


In  a  number  of  chapters  of  this  story  I  tell  about  my  early  childhood  on  the 
farm.  The  winter  I  was  se^yenteen  was  the  last  time  I  attended  country  school  as 

a  pupil. 

In  the  fall  of  1908  I  enrolled  in  classes  at  the  old  Oskaloosa  College 
academy,  at  the  »est  end  of  West  High  Avenue.  I  nas  trying  to  pay  for  most  of 
my  expenses  by  doing  Janitor  work  for  the  college.  After  about  four  months  of 
study  I  was  forced  to  leave  classes  because  of  a  nervous  breakdown. 

The  next  sumner  I  worked  for  George  Ross  at  his  livery  bam  in  Buxton, 

Iowa.  That  fall  I  worked  on  two  different  farms.  The  next  summer  I  worked  for 
the  Consolidated  Coal  Co.  at  Buxton.  During  that  time  I  helped  tear  down  the 
wooden  tipple  for  mine  No.  11.  I  also  helped  wreck  buildings  and  load  materials 
and  machinery  from  mine  No.  13  to  be  shipped  to  other  mines.  I  worked  several 
days  around  mine  No,  12.  I  spent  a  number  of  days  working  on  the  erection  of  a 
dir^  dump  at  mine  No.  14, 

In  January  of  1910,  I  was  back  at  the  Oskaloosa  College.  I  carried  a  full¬ 
time  course  of  study  until  the  end  of  the  college  year.  That  summer  I  wrote  a 
teacher'' s  examination  and  received  a  third  grade  county  teacher'* s  certificate. 

I  taught  a  seven  months  term  of  school  at  the  Brock  school  in  the  north¬ 
western  part  of  Jefferson  township.  The  next  year  I  taught  a  six-months  term 
at  the  Center  school  in  Jefferson  township. 

The  year  1918-13  I  taught  high  school  subjects  at  the  rural  high  school, 
known  as  the  Bear  Creek  School  in  Dallas  county ,  near  Redfield.  Since  that 
time  I  have  been  school  superintendent  at  the  Truesdale  Consolidated  school 
in  Buena  Vista  county.  Superintendent  of  schools  at  E^yton,  Iowa,  and  at 
Sewal,  Iowa. 

I  worked  as  vocational  agriculture  teacher  at  Corwith,  Mapleton,  and 
Sewal p  Iowa.  I  was  high  school  principal  at  Dayton  a  number  of  years,  Ml 
together  I  spent  twenty-six  years  as  a  teacher  in  Iowa  public  schools. 

During  that  twenty-six  years  I  earned  two  college  degrees.  First,  the 
Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  Bducation,  Highland  Park  College,  Des  Moines,  Iowa 
1917.  Second,  the  Bachelor  of  Science  degree  in  Agricultural  Education,  Iowa 
State  College,  Ames,  Iowa  1984.  I  changed  my  teacher® s  certificate  from  a  third 
grade  county  to  a  State  Superintendent's  Public  School  certificate  good  for  life, 

From  the  time  I  was  twenty  until  I  was  thirty-four  years  of  age,  all  ray 
energies  were  bent  on  completing  ray  college  training.  I  bad  to  make  up  the 
equivalent  of  high  school  in  the  college  academy.  Then  I  took  what  amounted 

to  six  years  of  college  work. 

Even  now,  I  often  dream  that  I  am  young,  unmarried,  and  trying  to  go  to 
college.  Always  there  is  difficulty  because  of  lack  of  money  for  college  ex¬ 
penses  or  I  am  failing  to  make  my  grades  in  my  college  classes.  I  suppose  I 
will  continue  to  have  that  dream,  in  slightly  varying  forms,  until  the  time  when 

I  no  longer  dream  at  all. 

In  1943  I  left  the  work  of  the  school  room.  After  working  several  weeks 
that  sunnier  as  field  supers^isor  for  rural  carriers  for  the  Des  Moines  Sunday 
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’«  ^  '°  •’®^<l«io  lo  -redtiuo  ^  al 

Ti  nu09  tsbn*##*  I  ^aitt  t»»I  oat  sm  n9«#a0»«;j  e«»  I  Wajtw  e,dT  .anal 

.Ilqiiq  a 

^bXIoO  ascoiflUgO  6Xo  ad^  ra  caaaaXa  oX  fceXXcane  X  8081  Ic  XXal  adX  ol 

'c  «*•  *  ■■'J.iS  3-t.0«  lo  f'oa  «dX  xa  .vaebaoa 

aoai  wol  Xuoda  isrtA  ,.eseXXoo  sdt  tol  jXxo*  to9 laai  galofi  >£1  oasnaqia  ™ 

■  oaoCiaaio  »uoTiao  a  lo  oatajecf  sesaaXs  a^aaX  oi  basic  t  tair  X  ybaxa 

Tol  fcf2,o-^r“i  yioTlX  lid  la  iiofl  ealoaO  iol  bajWo.  I  laffl-^a  Ixaa  edT 

t  M-iom  I  ‘taoCTus  l..sa  edT  .aonal  laeiallit)  o»J  bq  be-dioa  X  Hal  ladT  awol 

salitAI  .  .aolxaS  la  .oO  XaoO  bailb^Loi^l 
^*2  *“f  eeoXtiXlad  :(aai«  ieqXed  oiXa  X  .XX  .o«  aalo  aXqqlJ  aeboo* 

anfi^  .»oallo  ladlo  01  baq^ld#  ad  ol  EX  .oH  aalo  (Kit  ^£^8L-'toBa  baa 

a  to  aolloaie  aril  ao  saX^how  syab  to  ledtnaa  a  loaqa  X  ,  .SI  .oM  suirbaaoi-^  lyab 

•  M  .oM  eaiai  ^a  qi7}£;b  $^ib 

-IXffI:  a  bel*xiao  I  .aseiXoS  AaooXaiiiO  ta  2/oacf  ceir  I  ,0161  lo  v'^«orialr  nl 

.  -  Itll.ao  a  tarioaal  yJnuoo  abais  f'lXril  a  bailaoei ■  bne  ooll-jaloKia  a’ladoaal 

nl  Xoorioe  Xooia  aril  la  Xoorioa  to  anal  arivaom  aeras  a  Irijwai  I 
ao!o-*l»  a  IriRoal  I  laey  Jxan  oriT  ,qiBi;Tiot  aoiiattab  to  i-saq.  naian 

aqldocriffo^  aos's^'l^oS  flX  Xocd^Da  otii  ta 

aJo«Ldua  Xoodoa  48ict  I  er-sxex  -Xise^  edT 

.X^flooo  saXiiKI  ax  .£oo4oa  ^eeiO  i4Mig  ©xit  #^5  nwoirf 
Xoo^i  ftatafcXXoafloD  ^iifcaeinT  ad^  /a  iaaDnaianaqi/a  Xoodoa  aaad  ey/^d  I  titnU 
n  na  ,aaoI  ta  aXoodoa  to  taa6afiialieqi/2  .-^^ax/oo  afatV  aaouQ.  al 

.Awcl  , Xa«a6 

baa  ,ao;taIqaU  ,dftvioO  fa  ladoaet  a-Tutluatz^  iaaolfaoov  aa  taartoa  I 
IXA  .a-iaax  *0  -ladmua  ta  X^qXoaX^q  Xo>/^e{  xfeid  aan  I  .aaol  ,Xawe8 

aiXocdOB  DiXduq  awol  ni  aaxtoaeX  a  aa  .e*iaa\  xXt-x^ae^X  J^aaqa  I  TradtesoX 

*aoaisaA  anftXioo  owX  baai^a  I  iic-^Xaea/  XadX  3nXjL(<l 

"oI  Jlivt  bnarrislH  .aoliariob*  al  aatseb  al-.A  to  loXarioaS 

f>^0l  a00Us3tsb&  Umtlisa^  a  aaosaft  aoaaJtoa  to  .oLadoad  adt  ,baoaaa  .VX9X 

^  a  lodoAa?  b'^ada  I  awol  ,4i«rijA  .  asoXXoO  a^aXS 

.•tlX  let  bo^:axaonxt^0o  Xoodoe  ollduH  a'tnah.ntaXAX'rrqi.B  ajaje  a  ot  ©baTa 

C;  ■'. 

tffl  XXa  ,ha  lo  a'taa^  li/ot-xtild^  aa«  I  Xitou  vifcen^  aax  I  acai^  adt  njoat 

08«XXOO  aat^aXqrtDo  ao  faad  tnaw  oaXjiiaaa 
o  aauua  tadv  ^aot  1  aodT  .xaafcaoa  e»oXloo  adt  ai  loodoa  d&ld  to  taaXariupa 

.3ho»  aaaXXoo  to  a*iaa\  xit  ol 


ol 


9»  *J  Sbftjl  bca  ,bai-iBaw;  .sauoy  me  t  Jaii  maaib  aallo  X  .»0B  naia 
-xa  ayt-lxoa  lot  .-..(KB  tc  jtoaX  to  aiuiaoaa  ylXdaittjb  ,1  aiaril  ataaXA  .weUoo 

floria  aaili'^^rii  J  a^baia  \T»  ariao  ol  salXiat  m  I  lo  letaeq 

floria  6(nXl  aril  Xllou  .lanot  solyiar  yXldalXa  oi  .aiaaib  laril  atari  OJ  aoatJnoo  XXlw 

alia  fa  ioatib  ^laaaoX  oa  I 

ariaaa  X.-naT-a«  j,oiriic»  laltri  .aooi  Xoorioi  aril  to  riiow  aril  itaX  I  B18X  al 
V*taae  isaloM  eaQ  adi  lol  rtaliiao  Xann  lot  loiX.iaqua  bXaXt  la  laocwe  laril 


Register,  I  applied  for  work  with  the  flar  Manpower  comnission  at  Centerville,  Iowa. 

When  the  war  ended  the  War  Manpower  coomisslon  was  given  to  the  states.  In 
Iowa  it  became  the  State  Employment  service.  I  was  in  that  work  for  nearly  ten 
years,  under  the  two  organizations. 

The  central  office  for  our  five  county  area,  Appanoose,  Davis,  Lucas,  Monroe 
and  Wayne,  was  at  Centerville.  For  several  months  I  was  in  charge  of  the  sub¬ 
office  in  Chariton.  I  was  in  charge  of  the  sub-office  at  Albia  for  a  longer 
period.  Part  of  the  time  I  was  working  directly  from  the  Centerville  office  and 
driving  all  over  the  five  counties  as  occasion  demanded.  Some  years  I  put  twenty 
thousand  miles  on  my  car.  Most  of  it  doing  the  regular  required  driving  in 
connection  with  my  work. 

After  we  left  school  work  we  settled  in  Chariton,  Iowa,  In  1946  we  bought 
a  large  frame  house  at  203  South  18th.  Street.  Ever  since  we  moved  into  this 
house  we  have  maintained  apartments  for  rent. 

In  1953  I  resigned  from  my  work  with  the  State  Employment  Service.  That 
fall  we  bought  a  house  about  twenty  miles  from  here.  We  moved  that  house  on  to 

the  vacant  lot  we  had  just  south  of  our  house.  We  have  rented  that  house  to  ten- 

nants  every  month  since  the  winter  of  1953. 

The  next  spring  I  was  getting  restless.  I  did  not  have  enough  work  to 
occupy  my  time.  I  heard  there  was  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  city  treasurer  in 
Chariton.  I  applied  for  the  position  and  was  appointed  by  the  city  council  to 

fill  a  vacancy  left  by  Miss  Maggie  Beam.  When  the  time  for  which  I  was  appointed 

expired,  I  entered  the  regular  city  election  and  was  elected  to  the  same  job  for 
a  two-year  term.  Two  years  later  I  was  elected  for  a  terra  of  four  years.  This 
position  requires  an  average  of  four  hours  work  per  day.  I  enjoy  the  work  and  it 
allows  me  time  to  assist  in  keeping  up  our  apartment  house.  I  also  have  time  to 
raise  a  big  garden.  I  thoroughly  enjoy  planting  seeds  and  watching  them  grow. 

Best  of  all,  I  enjoy  harvesting  a  good  crop  of  fresh  vegetables. 

Now  in  my  seventy-third  year,  I  am  surprised  to  find  myself  elected  as 
camiander  cf  our  local  American  Lagicn  post,  where  I  have  served  nearly  eight 
years  as  local  chaplain, 

I  united  with  the  Church  of  Christ  at  Old  Bethel,  in  Jefferson  township, 
the  winter  I  was  seventeen.  Before  Trena  and  I  were  married  I  united  with  the 
Lutheran  Church,  Wherever  we  have  lived,  we  have  taken  part  in  the  work  of 
some  church  organization  in  our  comnunity.  While  in  Mapleton,  Iowa,  we  both 
worked  in  the  Methodist  Church.  Since  coming  to  Chariton  both  of  us  have  been 
Sunday  School  teachers  in  the  Lutheran  Church.  I  have  been  a  member  of  the 
board  of  Deacons  for  a  number  of  years.  My  attitude  towards  other  church  denom¬ 
inations  is,  "You  go  to  your  church  and  1*11  go  to  mine.  But  let®s  walk  along 
together. " 

While  attending  Highland  Park  College,  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  in  the  fall  of 
1913,  I  attended  a  social  function  one  evening.  At  this  gathering  both  the 
young  men  and  the  young  women  of  the  college  were  given  cards.  When  a  young 
man  was  introduced  to  a  young  lady  she  wrote  her  name  on  his  card.  He  in  turn 
wrote  his  name  on  her  card.  In  this  way  a  student  met  a  nunber  of  possible 
dates  in  the  course  of  one  evening.  The  girl  who  headed  my  card  that  night  was 
named  Trena  Greguson.  She  grew  up  on  a  farm  in  Northwest  Iowa  near  the  town  of 

Inwcod. 
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I  talked  with  a  number  of  young  ladies  that  evening  but  I  was  not  especially 
impressed  with  any  of  them.  Several  months  later  I  was  in  the  same  college  class 
with  Miss  Greguson.  One  night  a  number  of  students  planned  to  attend  a  theatre 
party  in  down-town  Des  Moines,  I  invited  Miss  Greguson  to  be  my  partner  for  the 
evening.  We  rode  the  street  cars  to  the  theatre  and  returned  to  the  campus  the 
same  way.  As  we  walked  across  the  campus,  on  the  way  to  the  girls*  dormitory, 
the  warm  hand  of  my  partner  slipped  into  mine.  The  thought  immediately  entered 
my  mind,  **Some  day  she  will  be  my  wife,** 

We  were  married  May  27,  1918,  after  nearly  five  years  of  acquaintance.  In 
1958  we  celebrated  our  fortieth  wedding  anniversary.  Our  first  child,  Dorothy 
Louise,  was  born  at  Corwfth,  Iowa,  January  21,  1920.  Alice  Virginia  was  born 
at  Mapleton,  Iowa,  December  14,  1921.  .Clyde  Lawrence  was  born  at  Dayton,  Iowa, 
March  29,  1927. 

Dorothy  married  Henry  W.  Keltner  at  Ajnes,  Iowa,  August  3,  1946,  Alice 
married  Paul  George  Young  at  Chariton,  Iowa,  January  12,  1947.  Clyde  married 
Marlius  Bloise  Roberts  at  Ames,  Iowa,  January  10,  1948. 

Our  married  life  has  been  interesting  and  happy .  Por  many  years  we  had  a 
hard  sti*uggle  to  make  a  decent  living  for  the  family.  My  school  salaries  were 
never  very  high  as  compared  to  incomes  of  other  workers.  Many  different  years 
we  raised  a  big  garden  to  increase  our  food  supply .  Trena  canned  many ,  many 
quarts  of  fruits,  vegetables  and  meat  for  our  pantry  shelves. 

She  made  nearly  all  her  dresses  and  practically  all  the  clothing  for  the 
girls  when  they  were  small.  When  I  was  compelled  to  spend  fifty— eight  days 
in  the  hospital,  she  kept  the  family  together  and  carried  on  as  best  she  could. 

When  the  depression  struck  us,  in  the  late  thirties,  and  it  was  practically 
impossible  for  me  to  find  work  at  decent  wages,  Trena  took  a  Job  outside  the 
home  to  help  pay  our  living  expenses.  After  the  children  were  gone,  she  worked 
several  years  as  a  nurse *s  aide  in  a  local  nursing  home,  helping  me  to  pay  for 
the  property  we  now  own. 

In  this  year  of  1960,  we  are  both  very  thankful  that  we  are  enjoying  good 
health.  Each  day  we  try  to  accomplish  something  worthwhile,  but  we  are  slowing 
down.  When  we  become  tired,  we  stop  for  a  little  rest.  I  believe  our  outlook 
on  life  could  almost  be  sumned  up  in  the  lines  of  an  unknown  writer,  which  I 

quot  e  i 

’*Dear  God ,  help  me  to  grow  old  gracefully , 

And  without  bitternesst 

Teach  me  to  view  calmy 

The  changes  in  the  fragil  mechanism 

Which  I  have  used  so  long. 

Deliver  me  from  envy 

Of  young  people  and  their  happiness. 

Make  me  willing  to  accept 
Changes  and  new  beliefs. 

Enable  me  to  face  without  protest 
Life*s  inevitable  afternoon. 

Then  grant  me  a  radiant  sunset 
And  a  night  of  peace.** 
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FAMILY  STATISTICS 


REGISTER  OF  BIRTHS 


1. 

Laura  Mabel  Mott 

October  29,  1883 

2. 

Bertha  Viola  Mott 

December  4,  1886 

3. 

Frank  Leslie  Mott 

December  11,  1887 

4. 

Nora  Grace  Mott 

November  16,  1892 

6. 

Ziba  Dale  Mott 

March  21,  1894  ^ 

6 . 

Wesley  Homer  Mott 

December  14,  1895 

7. 

Ida  Pearl  Mott 

September  9,  1897 

8. 

Fred  Russell  Mott 

December  21,  1898 

9. 

Hazel  Irene  Mott 

October  14,  1900 

10. 

Myrtle  Louise  Mott 

August  30 ,  1902 

11c 

Ruth  Phyllis  Mott 

May  10,  1905 

12. 

Earl  Mott 

October  4,  1906 

13. 

Edith  Laveme  Mott 

September  27,  1910 
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FAINTLY  STATISTICS 


RSGISTSR  Qg  MARRIAGSe, 


1,  Bertha  to  John  Elder 

January  16,  1907 

2,  Mabel  to  Samuel  Stroud 

August  17 ,  1909 

1 

3,  Nora  to  Arthur  Martin 

February  17,  1912 

4.  Frank  to  Trena  Greguson 

May  27,  1918 

5.  Ziba  to  Callie  Harding 

February  2,  1921 

6„  Pearl  to  William  Thomas 

March  1,  1921 

7.  Hazel  to  Robert  Pike 

July  14,  1924 

8„  Ruth  to  Fred  Newitt 

June  30,  1927 

9,  Earl  to  Louisa  Zigler 

January  27 ,  1931 

10 o  Fred  to  Martha  E,  Kraft 

September  27 ,  1932 

11.  Myrtle  to  George  McCormack 

June  30 ,  1933 

12.  Edith  to  George  Durrant 

January  9,  1939 

13.  Wesley  to  Margaret  Wills 

September  20,  1939 
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family  statistics 


REGISTSR  OF  DfiATHS 


1. 

Ziba  Dale  Mott 

SeptOTber  20,  1922 

2. 

Aaron  Coleman  Mott  (burled  May  8,  1925) 

May  3,  1926 

3. 

Laura  Ethel  Mott  (Christian) 

July  31,  1948 

4. 

Nora  Grace  Mott  (Martin) 

October  29,  1952 
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